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Introduction 

• Because chickens aren't always thought to be 
"cute," they're frequently denied the same 
consideration as our furry friends, such as dogs 
and cats. Chickens, like all animals, deserve to 
be loved and cared for. Unfortunately, the egg 
industry is neglecting these equally adorable and 
cuddly companions by the billions. 



How are eggs produced? 

 
• On factory farms, where the vast majority of the 

world's egg supply is produced, eggs are produced by 
subjecting female chickens, known as laying hens, to 
horrific acts. Thousands of birds are crammed together, 
often in filthy, darkened conditions where the birds 
have little opportunity to engage in natural behaviors. 
Meanwhile, their bodies are under pressure to produce 
as many eggs as possible: nearly one per day. 

 

• Hens are sent to the slaughterhouse at the end of their 
short lives, where they are destined to become cheap 
meat through a cruel process known as live-shackle 
slaughter. 



The life Cycle of laying 
hens  On factory farms, the life cycle of hens is filled with enslavement at every turn. From birth 

to death, these birds are subjected to treatment that, to sum things up, is not in their 
greatest advantage. 
 

1.Hatchery: 
 Industrial hatcheries are tightly controlled, highly mechanized production facilities 

capable of delivering thousands of chicks into the world at the same time. These 
conditions are far from what baby chickens would encounter in the wild, where they 
would be protected by their parents and allowed to explore their new surroundings. 
Layer hens are instead born into a sterilized world of metal and heat lamps, where 
chicks huddle together in the absence of their parents, whom they will never meet. 

 
 Shortly after birth, most of the chicks are sent down to a conveyor belt, where They 

are given a vaccine to protect them from Marek's Disease, a common deadly disease. 
The chicks are then sexed—a technical term that refers to a tragic process in which 

male and female chicks are separated and male chicks' lives are cut short. Although 
some countries prohibit this practice due to its obvious cruelty, it is still widely 
used. In many egg processing plants. Male chicks are therefore separated from females 
and thrown into a macerating machine, where they are ground up alive. This 
unnecessary violence is known as chick slaughtering, and it occurs because the egg 
industry regards male chicks (who will never lay eggs) as useless. There are no eggs. 



• The remaining—all-female—chicks 
are then mutilated for the first 
time. Further down the conveyor 
belt, chicks come across a 
debeaking machine, where 
portions of their beaks are 
sliced off without the use of 
any numbing agents or pain 
relievers. A chicken's beak is 
an important sensory organ that 
allows them to navigate their 
environment. A chicken's beak is 
similar to our human hands in 
some ways. On factory farms, 
however, beaks are simply 
regarded as dangerous weapons 
capable of pecking at other 
distressed hens. But none of 
this is the hens' fault. 



2. 
Growing 

Chicks are then transferred to grow-out barns, where they will 
remain until they are about 16 weeks old. Pullets, or baby 
chickens, are confined in these barns and are largely denied 
access to the outdoors, with no way to feel the sun on their 
backs or the wind through their feathers. Instead, they wait 
in this darkened barn for the next stage of the production 
process, which is the cruellest of all for many millions of 
hens. 

3. 
Maturity 

When pullets reach maturity, they are transferred to egg 
production barns where they begin producing eggs—lots and lots 
of eggs. The bodies of hens have been forced to produce 
unnaturally high volumes of eggs due to selective breeding. In 
the wild, hens would lay one clutch of 12 or so eggs per year. 
Hens on factory farms lay an egg nearly every day. This 
unnatural laying cycle has a serious impact on their bodies, 
resulting in a variety of medical issues such as prolapses and 
brittle bones. When hens are around 72 weeks old, their 
ability to produce eggs at such an unnatural rate begins to 
drop. They are then shipped to their final destination, where 
they meet a terrifying and brutal end. 

https://thehumaneleague.org/article/breeding-chickens
https://actnow.thehumaneleague.org/live-shackle-slaughter/


What increase the egg production? 

1. Nutrition 

 

 Nutrition is important in egg production because hens need to eat the right foods in order to produce the shells, yolks, 

and other components of eggs. Chickens on factory farms are fed a blended, artificially produced diet that may include 

wheat, corn, barley, peas, and soybeans. 

 

2.Space Allowance 

 

 On factory farms, intensive confinement is a given. The more hens you can cram into a given space, the more eggs you 

can produce—so giving hens living spaces that are scarcely bigger than their bodies is the most cost-efficient. Sadly, the 

birds wind up shouldering these costs through their own suffering. 

 



• The cruelest and most cost-effective method of egg production 
confines each bird to a small space the size of a letter-sized 
piece of paper. There's barely enough room for her to stand, let 
alone sit and lay an egg. Spreading her wings is virtually 
impossible. Because the cages are so low, the graceful combs on 
top of their heads easily scrape against the wiring. These 
inhumane confines are referred to as battery cages. Battery cages 
are widely regarded as one of the most heinous abuses inflicted on 
any animal raised for food, and they have been banned in the 
European Union, as well as states such as California, Colorado. 



Other types of egg production 
facilities offer varying degrees 

of space for hens. Cage-free eggs, 
for example, are produced without 
the use of cages. They are instead 
free to roam. However, the picture 
remains bleak for cage-free hens, 
who frequently spend their lives 

in vast indoor sheds with no 
outdoor access or even windows to 

see the outside world. 

Free-range eggs are a step up from 
cage-free eggs, as they often 

allow hens to get some fresh air. 
Going a step further, many people 
believe that free - range eggs are 

the most ethical type of egg 
production.  



3. Light Management  

 

 Manipulating the amount of light 
hens are exposed to can increase 
egg production, since light 
notably affects their reproductive 
cycles. In nature, hens begin to 
lay eggs when daylight is present 
for 14 hours out of the day, and 
they reach the peak in egg 
production when there is 16 hours 
of daylight. Because of this, 
factory farms artificially light 
the inside of barns to mimic 
longer daylight hours, even during 
winter when days are far shorter. 



How To Buy 
Clean & 
Humane Eggs 

 

Organic 

Non-GMO 

Vegetarian Feed 

Cage-free 

Free-range 

No added hormones 

Humane 







What Can We do for egg 
laying hens 

• Supporting the Humane Efforts to curb the 
serious harm caused by industrial egg 

•  Already, some supporters have been 
successful in compelling major corporations 
to banning cruel battery cages and applying 
major pressure on the egg industry to do 
better, because chickens deserve better. 

• Make a difference, right now, Because change 
for chickens, and all animals raised for 
food, doesn’t happen without caring, 
compassionate people like you 
 

https://actnow.thehumaneleague.org/end-cages?utm_source=general+end+cages&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=end+cages&utm_content=text&ms=c_blog
https://actnow.thehumaneleague.org/end-cages?utm_source=general+end+cages&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=end+cages&utm_content=text&ms=c_blog
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Thank you 
for your 
attention! 


