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The paper presents a description and 

an analysis for the architectural plans 

of Rüstem Pasha Khans as kind of 

commercial buildings 
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Introduction  

 

1- In the history of Architecture, the production buildings were 

less important than the buildings in which goods were marketed 

and sold. The main reason for this is that in those ancient days 

trade tended to be concentrated on agricultural produce and 

minerals, so any country that wanted to be a leadership was 

sponsored trade and buildings with commercial purposes. 

 

2- These Khans give architectural features in the history of 

Islamic commercial buildings in medieval periods. 
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3- The Khan or Han is a commercial building that was 

established as a resource of yielding income for other charitable 

buildings in Islamic Architecture, such as Mosques, Schools, 

water foundations and Hospitals. 

 

4- Many Khans in Istanbul were established in the 10th A.H/16th 

A.D century, especially during the reign of Sultan Suleiman the 

Magnificent. 
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Who is Rustem Pasha? 
 

 

 

Othello’s Island 2018 



Research Questions 

 

• How these khans help in studying the 

History of Islamic Architecture? 

•  And what are them Architectural 

features?  
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Method of 

the Research 

1 

Description Analyses 

It depends on two methods 

1- Date. 

2- Location. 

3- Size. 

4- Name 

1- Plan or Design. 

2- Architectural Elements. 

3- Construction Materials. 

4- Covering Style. 

& 
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• Rüstem Pasha ordered to build five big and important khans in 

Istanbul for commercial Activities to finance his religious 

buildings and charitable projects in the City. 

 

• His Khans characterize with difference in its sizes, locations, 

architectural plans and decorative elements, so it`s a good 

example for comparison with each analytical. It gives most of 

Architectural features of construction of the commercial 

buildings in the 16th Century in the Ottoman countries. 
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The Location  
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First Khan: The Lead Khan "Kurşunlu han" 

Method of 

Building 

Architectural 

description of the 

khan 

Its Location 
Its design 

and shape 
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Second khan: The Big Khan "Büyük Çukur han" 

Method of 

Building 

The Outer facades 

of the Khan 

Its Location 
Its plan and 

shape 
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Third Khan: The Small Khan "Küçük Cukur han" 

Architectural 

description 

Method of 

Building 

Its Location 
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The facades of the 

Khan 



Other Khans of Rüstem Pasha in Istanbul 
 

In addition to the previous main three Khans, there are 

two other Khans built by Rüstem Pasha in Istanbul 

One of  them is 

 Burmali Han, 

  which known by that name 

because it takes the shape of 

the letter "U". This small khan 

was built in conjunction of 

Rustem pasha complex as well 

as the previous two Khans in 

Eminönü 
 

And the other one is known as, 

 Cebeci han,  

which locates inside the walls 

of the covered  Bazar, it is one 

of the largest Khans in Istanbul 

and included two courts with 

rooms around them, but it is 

neglected now because of a lot 

of fires.  
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Results 
Rustem Pasha Khans 

played an Important 

Role in the Economic 

and Commercial lives 

in Istanbul 

The Khans built 

during the 10th 

A.H /16th A.D 

It`s very 

important 

examples for 

study the 

history of the 

Khans  
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Results 

The Study displays Diversity in number 

of floors, sizes, architectural elements, 

methods of building 

Rustem Pasha Khans still 

stand and due to it 

characterized with Diversity 

in its plans. 

The style of 

coverings and 

building 

facades 

includes 

stones and 

bricks 
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Rustem Pasha Khans still stand and It is good examples 

to study the History of Islamic Architecture, as it has the 

architectural features of Khans in 10th A.H/16th A.D 

century in designs, Materials, Methods of building and 

covering and Uses. More over it confirms that it was 

built “like other commercial buildings” as parts of the 

Islamic Endowments system for yielding income to 

cover the expenses of the Charitable foundations. 

Conclusion 
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Thanks for Your Attention 


