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Introduction

Who is this book for? Some may think it is only to inform poultry judges of the fi ner 
points of each breed, and of course this is a valuable function, but there is a wealth of 
information for the student of history, the conservationist, the exhibiting fancier and 
those who just want to keep hens or waterfowl as a hobby.

Breeders of commercial poultry rarely acknowledge their debt to the pure breeds, but 
they are only too willing to use a particular aspect, such as resistance to a certain disease, 
to increase the profi tability of their commercial birds. This is only possible due to 
the dedication of fanciers in keeping bloodlines pure over many generations. Since all 
chickens are man-made, their ancestor being the Red Jungle Fowl (a galliforme), it is 
possible, of course, to infl uence their type, characteristics and colour easily, which is 
why the commercial world made such enormous strides so quickly in being able to 
produce cheap and plentiful high-protein food on demand from the 1950s onward. Such 
was the quantity of research done that the feeding of poultry then became a science and 
commercially produced, scientifi cally formulated rations made life much easier. Before 
the innovation of the hybrid – usually graced with a number rather than a name – com-
mercial fl ocks consisted of Rhode Island Reds, white Leghorns, white Wyandottes and 
light Sussex for eggs, plus Indian Game crossed with white Sussex for meat. There are 
still some small fl ocks of these pure breeds being run commercially, ensuring that utility 
aspects are maintained, because in today’s cost-conscious society there are not many 
who can afford to keep the purely decorative birds. Not all useful attributes consist of 
egg or meat production, however. The larger, maternal breeds such as the Cochins and 
Brahmas are valuable as broodies, geese as watchdogs and ducks as slug eaters. The 
foragers such as Leghorns and other light breeds keep insect numbers under control, 
remove weeds and, of course, provide rich nitrogenous fertiliser.

The popularity of poultry continues to increase, and even the newest and smallest 
farm parks and tourist attractions have a few fowl for added interest. When these are 
pure breeds, suitably labelled, it fuels the enthusiasm for others to take up the hobby. 
Not only is feeding made easier, there are many fi rms supplying suitable housing and 
equipment designed for the best welfare of the birds, and advances in veterinary research 
ensure that healthy stock is normal. Legislation concerning poultry tends to change with 
epidemics or scares and may apply both to commercial and backyard fl ocks. Records 
of poultry keeping go back centuries, but it is only since Victorian times that Standards 
have been written down for specifi c breeds. Survival of the fi ttest was defi nitely the main 
criterion in the past and breeds like the Old English Game fowl would have been bred 
true to type for hundreds of years. Five-toed fowls were mentioned in ad 50 and those 
with crests appeared in paintings and writings from the fourteenth century onwards. 
After cock-fi ghting was outlawed in England in 1849 the idea of exhibitions took root 
as a way of continuing the competition, but in a modifi ed form.

The fi rst Standards were produced in 1865 for just a handful of breeds to try to 
maintain uniformity; it was not until the turn of the century and the importation of 
breeds from the continent and America that a volume of any size appeared. The Poultry 



2 Introduction

Club has always been the guardian of the Standards, but the Standards themselves are 
delineated by the specialist Breed Clubs. None of the Standards have changed radically 
over the years, but slow changes have been introduced when necessary, following 
approval by the Council. It should not be easy to alter the Standards, because it is a 
human failing to tend towards the biggest or most exaggerated feature at the expense 
of the true type of a bird in order to win. This ‘fashion’ can sometimes be instigated by 
judges and followed slavishly by those wanting to win at all costs. It would behove some 
judges to re-read the Standards occasionally.

It is more diffi cult and takes a longer time to become a judge now, quite rightly. An 
aspiring judge may take only one judging test per year (written and practical examina-
tions) and it then takes 7 years to complete the various sections. Even then, a judge is 
expected to have kept and bred, as that is the true source of experience, as many breeds 
as possible if he or she wishes to attain the highest level of Panel A. The Breed Club 
shows are good training grounds, as there are always those around whose level of expe-
rience is higher and much can be learnt.

All breeds of chickens are classifi ed as either Hard Feather or Soft Feather; these clas-
sifi cations are further subdivided into Heavy, Light and True Bantam breeds. A True 
Bantam does not have a large counterpart; what most people call bantams are techni-
cally miniatures of the large fowl, being replicas one quarter the size of the large one. 
There is a further classifi cation of Rare which covers any breed not sustaining suffi cient 
numbers to warrant having its own Breed Club. This covers both the genuinely rare 
breeds and certain recent imports and is administered by the Rare Poultry Society which 
has done much to keep several breeds in existence, as well as holding the Standards for 
breeds sometimes seen in this country but not included in full in this edition. Domestic 
waterfowl have several clubs, the main ones being the British Waterfowl Association 
and the Domestic Waterfowl Club and waterfowl are also classifi ed as Heavy and Light 
breeds.

The major changes in this sixth edition of the British Poultry Standards include the 
updating of some colour photographs and the addition of silhouettes showing the perfect 
shape for the breed. A particularly useful feature is the section of colour plates describ-
ing and illustrating the feather markings and colours, as some colour varieties are the 
same in different breeds and some are not. Both a perfect feather and a commonly found 
faulty one are included, which is a great help in deciding on the quality of a particular 
bird’s colour and markings, remembering that the adult female’s back body feathers are 
always round-ended and the male’s are pointed.

A poultry keeper may, in all innocence and merely passing on acquired information, 
call a breed by the wrong name, or assume that just because a bird looks similar to a 
breed that it is pure bred. The only certain way to overcome this perennial problem is 
for a system of permanent identifi cation to be used on pedigree bloodlines – other 
domestic breeds from cattle to pigeons have used tags, tattoos or rings with great success 
for many years. In order to try to encourage both the identifi cation of bloodlines and 
the keeping of pedigree records, the Poultry Club has a Ringing Scheme, with rung birds 
getting special prizes at certain shows. Certain strains of birds are, of course, recogni-
sable whether rung or not, and experienced judges will be aware of this.

To safeguard publication interests, the Poultry Club has agreed not to accept or 
authorise publication of any alterations to existing Standards for a period of 2 years 
from the issue of this edition.

Whatever the interests of the reader, it is hoped that suffi cient information will be 
obtainable from this sixth edition of the British Poultry Standards to encourage the 
keeping of pure breeds and the development of a rewarding and enjoyable hobby.

V.R.





Standard feather markings
(Plates 1–4)

Plate 1
1 Hackle feather conforming to standard as 
applying to brown Leghorn and other males of 
black-red colouring. Note the absence of shafti-
ness, black fringing and tipping. Actual colour 
of outer border varies in different breeds 
between dark orange and pale lemon. In such 
breeds saddle hackle should conform closely to 
neck hackle.

1A Faulty hackle in same breeds. There is con-
siderable shaftiness, the striping runs through 
and the feather is tipped with black. Striping is 
also indefi nite and fouled with red.

2 Hackle feather conforming to standard from 
partridge Wyandotte male. There is no shafti-
ness and the striping is very solid and distinct. 
In partridge Wyandottes lemon-coloured 
hackles are a desirable exhibition point.

2A Faulty neck hackle in the same breed. 
Note that the black striping runs through to tip 
and is irregular in shape. There is also a distinct 
black outer fringing to the gold border.

3 Standard hackle feather from male of gold-
laced Wyandotte and similar breeds with rich 
bay ground colour. Note intensity of centre 
stripe, absence of shaftiness and freedom from 
blemish in outer border. Note also soundness 
of colour in underfl uff.

3A Faulty hackle feather from similar breeds, 
showing indistinct striping, with foul colour, 
shaftiness and black running through to tip. 
Underfl uff is a mixture of red and dark grey.

4 Standard hackle feather from male of light 
Sussex and similar breeds of ermine markings, 
such as light Brahma, columbian Wyandotte 
and ermine Faverolles. The demand is for solid 
black centre with clear white border extending 
to underfl uff. Green sheen is an important 
feature.

4A Faulty hackle from similar breeds, showing 
black fringing to border, black tipping and 
shaftiness in quill. Underfl uff also lacks 
distinction.

5 Perfect tri-coloured hackle feather from a 
speckled Sussex male. The black striping is 
solid, with green sheen, and the border is the 
desired rich mahogany colour, fi nishing with 
clean white tip. Note clarity of undercolour.

5A Faulty speckled Sussex hackle feather 
showing almost complete lack of black striping, 
varying ground colour in border, and indistinct 
white tipping.

6 Neck hackle conforming to standard Anda-
lusian male. The so-called Andalusian blue is a 
diffusion of black and white, and in male 
hackles a dark border or lacing surrounds the 
slate-blue feather. Undercolour is sound and 
even.

6A Faulty hackle from same breed. The colour 
generally is blotchy and lacing is indefi nite.

7 Standard neck hackle of a Rhode Island Red 
male. No attempt has been made to show the 
ultra-dark red usually seen in show specimens, 
but the colour seen here conforms with stan-
dard and should be agreeable for exhibition. 
Note purity of undercolour – a very important 
point in this breed.

7A Faulty hackle feather from the same breed, 
showing uneven ground colour, black tipping 
and smutty undercolour, which is a very severe 
defect in a Rhode Island Red.

8 Hackle from Ancona male, conforming 
closely to standard. Note clear V-shaped white 
tipping, complete absence of shaftiness, rich 
green sheen and solidity of dark underfl uff, a 
particularly strong point in the breed.

8A Faulty hackle feather from same breed, 
showing indistinct tipping of greyish-white and 
faulty undercolour not dark to skin.

9 Hackle feather conforming to standard from 
buff Orpington male, very similar, except for 
exact shade, to feathers from other buff breeds, 
such as Cochins and Rocks. Note even colour 
throughout, absence of shaftiness and sound 
colour in underfl uff, with quill buff to skin.

9a Faulty hackle feather from similar breed, 
showing severe shaftiness, uneven ground 
colour with darker fringe, and impure 
undercolour.
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6 Standard feather markings

Plate 2
1 Standard hackle from barred Plymouth 
Rock male and similar breeds. Note the points 
of excellence – barring practically straight 
across feather, sound contrast in black and 
blue-white, barring and ground colour in equal 
widths, and barring carried down underfl uff to 
skin. Tip of feather must be black.

1A Faulty saddle or neck hackle from similar 
variety. There is lack of contrast in barring, 
with dull grey ground colour and V-shaped 
bars.

2 Hackle as standard description from silver 
Campine, in which males are inclined to hen 
feathering. Note that the black bar is three 
times the width of ground colour and tip of 
feather is silver.

2A In this faulty hackle (also from silver 
Campine male) ground colour is too wide and 
barring narrow. Feather is without silver tip.

3 Standard hackle from Marans male. In this 
and some similar breeds evenness of banding is 
not essential, but it is expected to show reason-
able contrast. It should, however, carry through 
to underfl uff.

3A From the same group of breeds this feather 
is far too open in banding and lacks uniformity 
of marking. It is also light in undercolour.

4 Standard markings of female body feather 
in Plymouth Rocks and similar barred breeds 
where barring and ground colour are required 
to be of equal width. Note that barring runs 
from end to end of feather and that tip is 
black.

4A Faulty feather from same group. Note 
absence of barring to underfl uff and V-shaped 
markings; also blurred and indistinct ground 
colour.

5 Sound body feather from silver Campine 
female showing standard silver tip and barring 
three times as wide as ground colour, as in the 
male. Gold Campine feathers are similar but for 
difference in ground colour.

5A Faulty female feather, again from  silver 
Campine. Here again, as in 2A, barring is too 
narrow in relation to silver ground colour and 
tip of feather is black.

6 Body feather from Marans female, conform-
ing to standard requirements. Note that the 
markings are less defi nite than in Rocks and 
Campines, and the black is lacking in sheen, 
while ground colour is smoky white.

6A Faulty Marans female feather. Lacks defi -
nition and contrast in banding, which is indefi -
nite in shape, the blotchy ground colour making 
an indistinct pattern.

7 Excellent body feather from partridge 
Wyandotte female, showing correct ground 
colour and fi ne concentric markings. Note com-
plete absence of fringing, shaftiness and similar 
faults. Fineness of pencilling is a standard 
requirement.

7A From the same breed this faulty female 
feather shows rusty red ground colour and 
indistinct pencilling, with faulty underfl uff.

8 Body feather of standard quality from 
Indian or Cornish Game female. The illustra-
tion shows clearly two distinct lacings with a 
third inner marking. Lacing should have green 
sheen on a rich bay or mahogany ground.

8A Faulty feather from same breed. Missing 
are evenness of lacing and central marking. The 
outer lacing runs off into a spangle tip.

9 Standard feather from laced Barnevelder 
female. In this breed ground colour should be 
rich with two even and distinct concentric 
lacings. Quill of feather should be mahogany 
colour to skin.

9A Faulty Barnevelder female feather, showing 
spangle tip to outer lacing and irregular inner 
markings on ground colour that is too pale.
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Plate 3
1 Standard markings on silver laced Wyan-
dotte female feather, showing very even lacing 
on clear silver ground colour and rich colour in 
underfl uff. In this breed clarity of lacing is of 
greater importance than fi neness of width.

1A Faulty female feather from same breed. In 
this there is a fringing of silver outside the black 
lacing, which is irregular in width and runs 
narrow at sides. Undercolour is also defective.

2 Excellent feather from gold laced Wyan-
dotte. In this ground colour is a clear rich 
golden-bay and there is a complete absence of 
pale shaft. Undercolour is sound and lacing just 
about the widest advisable.

2A This shows a very faulty feather from 
same breed. It portrays mossy ground colour 
with blotchy markings and uneven width of 
lacing at sides of feather. Undercolour is not 
rich enough.

3 Standard markings on Andalusian female 
feather showing well-defi ned lacing on clear 
slate-blue ground and good depth of colour in 
underfl uff. The dark shaft is desirable and is not 
classed as a fault.

3A Faulty feather from female of same breed. 
In this the ground colour is blurred and indis-
tinct, and the lacing is not crisp, while underco-
lour lacks depth.

4 This shows a feather from an Ancona 
female, almost perfect in standard requirements. 
The white tipping is clear and V-shaped and 
undercolour is dark to skin.

4A Faulty feather from female of same breed. 
Here the tip of feather is greyish-white and 
lacks the necessary V-shape, while undercolour 
is not rich enough.

5 An almost perfectly marked feather from a 
speckled Sussex female – though the white tip 
might be criticized by some breeders as rather 
too large. The black dividing bar shows good 
green sheen and the ground colour is rich and 
even.

5A As a contrast this faulty feather shows a 
blotchy white tip and lack of colour in under-
fl uff. The ground colour is also uneven.

6 An excellent example of ‘mooning’ on the 
feather of a silver spangled Hamburgh female. 
Note the round spangle and the clear silver 
ground with sound undercover.

6A In this feather from the same breed the 
spangling at tip is not moon-shaped and there 
is too much underfl uff and insuffi cient silver 
ground colour to body of feather.

7 A good example of the desired colour in 
Rhode Island Red female plumage. Note the 
great depth of rich colour and the sound dark 
undercolour.

7A Faulty colour in a feather from the same 
breed. Here the middle of feather is paler and 
inclined to shaftiness, and colour generally is 
uneven.

8 Standard plumage in females of Australorp 
and similar breeds of soft feather with rich 
green sheen. Note the brilliance of colour and 
general soundness of underfl uff.

8A This shows a common fault in similar 
breeds, a sooty or dead black colour without 
sheen and lacking lustre. This sootiness is, 
however, usually accompanied by dark 
undercolour.

9 Standard colour and feather in the buff 
Rock female and similar breeds which perhaps 
vary in exact shade and in quantity and softness 
of underfl uff. Note the clear even buff and lack 
of shaftiness or lacing, also the sound rich 
undercolour.

9A This feather from a similar buff breed 
shows very bad faults – mealiness and bad 
undercolour with a certain amount of pale 
colour in shaft.
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Plate 4
1 This shows a typical standard bred feather 
from a Derbyshire Redcap female. Note the rich 
ground colour and the crescentic black mark-
ings, which are really midway between span-
gling and lacing.

1A In this faulty feather from a female of the 
same breed the ground colour is uneven and 
lacks richness, while the black tip is too small 
and indefi nite and too closely resembles moon-
shaped spangling.

2 This is a standard example of the webless 
type of plumage associated with Silkies in which 
the feather vane has no strength and the barbs 
no cohesion. This plumage is common in all 
colours.

2A Faulty feather from the same breed. In this 
the middle of feather is too solid and lacks silki-
ness, while the fl uff has insuffi cient length.

3 A delicately pencilled body feather from a 
silver grey Dorking female. Note the silvery 
colour and absence of ruddy or yellow tinge in 
ground colour. This type of feather is also usual 
in duckwing females of various breeds.

3A Faulty colour in female feather from same 
breed. Here there is a distinctly incorrect ground 
colour and pronounced shaftiness.

4 A good example of standard bred colour 
and markings in body feather of brown Leghorn 
female, where the ground colour is a soft brown 
shade and the markings fi nely pencilled. This 
type of feather is common to many varieties of 
partridge or grouse colouring.

4A This shows a body feather from the same 
breed, in which ground colour is ruddy and 
shaftiness is pronounced – both severe exhibi-
tion faults.

5 A well-chosen example of the irregularity in 
markings of an exchequer Leghorn female. In 
this breed the black and white should be well 
distributed but not regularly placed, and under-
fl uff should be parti-coloured black and white.

5A This faulty feather from the same breed 
shows a too regular disposition of markings, the 
body of the feather being almost entirely black 
and the white markings almost resembling 
lacing.

6 This is a standard feather from the breast of 
a silver Dorking, and with slight variations of 
shade from pale to rich salmon applies to a 
number of varieties with black-red or duckwing 
colouring. Colour should be even with as little 
pale shaft as possible.

6A A faulty sample of breast feather from the 
same group. Here the ground colour is washy 
and disfi gured by pale markings known as 
mealiness.

7 Standard markings in North Holland Blue 
female. Note the defi ned but somewhat irregu-
lar banding on a distinctly bluish ground. No 
banding or other requirements in underfl uff are 
called for in the standard.

7A This shows a faulty female feather in the 
same breed, which is not closely standardized 
for markings. The ground colour is smoke-grey 
instead of blue, and is blotchy, with uneven 
markings.

8 A good example of clear colour in an 
unlaced or self-blue female feather, where no 
lacing is permissible, such as in blue Leghorns, 
blue Wyandottes, etc. Note even pale blue shade 
and absence of any form of markings. This is 
an example of the true-breeding blue colour 
found in Belgian bantams.

8A This faulty female feather is a dull dirty 
grey instead of clear blue, and has blotchy 
markings as well as a suggestion of irregular 
lacing.

9 A good sample of exquisitely patterned 
thigh fl uff in Rouen drakes. The ground colour 
is a clear silver and the markings a delicate but 
clear black or dark brown. These markings are 
sometimes known as chain mail.

9A Another good Rouen feather – this time 
from the duck. Ground colour is very rich and 
markings intensely black, though seldom so 
regular and even as in domestic fowl.
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Chief points of the fowl
(Figures 1–6)
Figures 1 and 2 illustrate the chief points of the various breeds of fowl.

Figure 1
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Figure 3 Types of comb

1 Rose, leader following line of neck 2 Triple or pea 3 Rose, short leader 4 Walnut 5 Cap 
6 Mulberry 7 Medium single 8 Large single 9 Cup 10 Rose with long leader 11 Leaf 
12 Horn 13 Small single 14 Folded single 15 Semi-erect single
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Figure 4 Leg types

1 Clean legged, fl at side (Leghorns) 2 Clean legged round shanks (Game) 3 Heavy feather 
legged, and feathered toes, i.e. foot feather 4 Feather legged, no feathers middle toe (Croad 
Langshan) 5 Short round shanks (Indian Game) 6 Five toed (Dorking) 7 Slightly feathered 
shanks (Modern Langshan) 8 Feather legged and vulture hocked 9 Thin round shanks 
(Modern Game) 10 Mottled shanks (Ancona) 11 Mottled and fi ve toed (Houdan) 12 Feather 
legged and fi ve toed (Faverolles)
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Figure 5 Types of tail
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Figure 6

 1 Neck hackle, male (striped)
 2 Neck hackle, female (laced)
 3 Saddle hackle, male (striped)
 4 Pencilled hackle (female)
 5 Ticked hackle
 6 Tipped neck hackle, male, as in spangled Hamburgh
 7 Striped hackle, male. Shows outer fringing of colour – a fault
 8 Striped saddle hackle, male, showing open centre (desired only in pullet-breeder)
 9 Pencilled feather, cushion, female, as in silver grey Dorking and brown Leghorns
10 Barred neck hackle (male)
11 Triple pencilled back (female)
12 Laced
13 Faulty laced (i.e. horseshoed)
14 Spangled (moon-shaped)
15 Speckled. Irregular-shaped white tick shows three colours on feather
16 Shoulder feather in spangled varieties
17 Poland laced crest (pullet)
18 Poland crest, female
19 Crescent marked
20 Barred or fi nely pencilled as in Hamburgh. Bars and spaces same width
21 Double laced
22 Tipped, showing ‘V’-shaped tip, as in Ancona
23 Barred as in barred Rock, shows barring in undercolour. To fi nish with black bar
24 Laced and ticked, as in dark Dorking
25 Elongated spangle, as in Buttercup
26 Finely pencilled, as in dark Brahma female
27  Barred, as in Campine. Finishes with white end. Light bars a quarter to a third of the width 

of dark bars
28 ‘Silkie’ (no webbing)
29 Fine in pencilling, as in black marks of black-red, and duckwing Game
30 Barred Rock sickle
31 Buff laced
32 Wing marking on fl ight feather
33 Laced sickle
34 Saddle hackle mackerel marked (Campine cockerel)
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Figure 6 Feather markings





Complete classifi cation of pure 
breed poultry
British Poultry Standards

Hard Feather

Indian Game
Modern Game
Carlisle Old English Game
Oxford Old English Game
Old English Game Bantam

Soft Feather: Heavy

Australorp
Barnevelder
Brahma
Cochin
Croad Langshan
Dorking
Faverolles
Frizzle
Marans
New Hampshire Red
Orpington
Plymouth Rock
Rhode Island Red
Sussex
Wyandotte

Soft Feather: Light

Ancona
Araucana
Rumpless Araucana
Hamburgh
Leghorn
Minorca
Poland
Redcap
Scots Dumpy
Scots Grey
Silkie
Welsummer

Asian Hard Feather

Asil
Ko Shamo
Kulang
Malay
Nankin Shamo
Satsumadori
Shamo
Taiwan
Thai Game
Tuzo
Yakido
Yamato-Gunkei

True Bantam

Belgian
Dutch
Japanese
Pekin
Rosecomb
Sebright

CHICKENS
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Rare True Bantam

Booted
Nankin
Ohiki

Rare Soft Feather: 
Heavy

Autosexing breeds: 
Rhodebar, Wybar

Crèvecoeur
Dominique
German Langshan
Houdan
Ixworth
Jersey Giant
La Flèche
Modern Langshan
Norfolk Grey
North Holland Blue
Orloff
Transylvanian Naked 

Neck

Rare Soft Feather: 
Light

Andalusian
Appenzeller
Autosexing breeds: 

Legbar, 
Cream Legbar, Welbar

Brakel
Campine
Fayoumi
Friesian
Kraienköppe
Lakenvelder
Marsh Daisy
Old English Pheasant 

Fowl
Sicilian Buttercup
Spanish
Sulmtaler
Sultan
Sumatra
Thüringian
Vorwerk
Yokohama

TURKEYS

Heavy

Bronze
Bourbon Red
Narragansett
Nebraskan

Light

Blue
Buff
Norfolk Black
Slate
Pied
White

DUCKS

Heavy

Aylesbury
Blue Swedish
Cayuga
Muscovy
Pekin
Rouen
Rouen Clair
Saxony
Silver Appleyard

Light

Abacot Ranger
Bali
Campbell
Crested
Hook Bill
Indian Runner
Magpie
Buff Orpington
Welsh Harlequin

Bantam

Black East Indian
Call
Crested
Silver Appleyard 

Miniature
Silver Bantam
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Heavy

African
American Buff
Embden
Toulouse
Skåne

Medium

Brecon Buff
Buff Back
Grey Back
Pomeranian
West of England

Light

Chinese
Czech
Pilgrim
Roman
Sebastopol
Shetland
Steinbacher

GEESE

SITTERS AND NON-SITTERS
Generally speaking these divide themselves – heavy breeds being sitters and the light 
breeds non-sitters – the former comprising mainly American and Asiatic breeds with 
Indian Game, Sussex and Dorkings of British origin, while the latter are generally of 
Mediterranean origin. Unlike certain other countries, however, which classify three cat-
egories – light, medium and heavy – Great Britain adheres to two classes only. There 
are, therefore, certain exceptions to the foregoing generalisation. The breeds are divided 
as follows:

Asil
Australorp
Barnevelder
Brahma
Cochin
Crèvecoeur
Croad Langshan
Dorking
Faverolles
Frizzle
Houdan
Indian Game

Ixworth
Jersey Giant
La Flèche
Malay
Marans
Marsh Daisy
Modern Game
Modern Langshan
New Hampshire Red
Norfolk Grey
North Holland Blue
Old English Game

Orloff
Orpington
Plymouth Rock
Rhode Island Red
Scots Dumpy
Silkie
Sultan
Sumatra Game
Sussex
Wyandotte
Yokohama

Sitters

Ancona
Andalusian
Bresse
Campine
Hamburgh
Lakenvelder
Leghorn
Minorca

Old English Pheasant 
Fowl

Poland
Redcap
Scots Grey
Sicilian Buttercup
Spanish
Welsummer

Bantams take the same 
classifi cation, i.e. heavy 
or light, as their large 
prototypes.

Non-sitters





Defects and deformities

The Poultry Club instructs its judges to work continuously for stock improvement in 
making their awards. They should keep in mind, therefore, the suitability of exhibits for 
the breeding pen, penalising those defects that affect reproductive values or detract from 
what may be regarded as the highest merits of such birds.

Uniformity in judging and exhibiting is sought, the aim being to make show-pens 
reliable ‘shop windows’, displaying birds that buyers may claim with every confi dence 
in their soundness and reproductive ability.

TO BE PASSED OR PENALISED
The following are given as deformities and defects for which judges must pass or penalise 
an exhibit according to the seriousness of the defect.

Head points

Crossed or deformed beak. Malformation of beak. Badly dished bill in ducks. Blindness. 
Defective eyesight. Defective pupils. Odd eye colour. Comb that closes the nostrils. Side 
sprigs or double end on a single comb. Excessive fall of rose comb on a single base. Split 

Figure 7

Figure 8
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combs at blade. Fall-over comb that obstructs vision. Malformed combs. Defective ser-
rations. Peculiar head carriage. White in face. Wry neck. Indications of brain or nerve 
affection. Badly distended and sagging crop.

Back

Any deformity. Rounded or curved spine (roach back). Weak back formation. One bone 
higher than the other giving the back a lopsided appearance.

Bone structure

Pigeon breast (abnormal protrusion of the breastbone). Seriously deformed breastbone. 
Malformation of breastbone that interferes with the internal organs. Down behind and 
curved end of breastbone which leads to drooping abdomen. Dented breastbone from 
perching. Enlargement on breastbone of turkey. Broken or malformed pelvic bones. 
Faulty stance.

Wings

Badly twisted or curled wing feathers. Slipped or drooping wing. Split wing, in a serious 
form, with large gap between primaries and secondaries. Defective wing formation in 
waterfowl. Slightly defective wing formation, even if well positioned and carried, to be 
penalised.

Tail

Wry. Squirrel. Defective parson’s nose. Split or divided tail feathers or badly twisted 
feathers in tail. High tail in excess.

Legs and feet

Enlarged bone. Curved thigh bones. Malformation of bone. Bow legs or ‘out at hocks’. 
Badly in at hocks. Duck toes. Crooked toes. Turned toes. Twisted feet. Enlarged toe 
joints. Lack of spurs on adult male. Leg feathers on clean-legged birds.

Feathering

Soft or frizzled feathering in plain feathered breeds. Curled feathers on any part of body, 
including neck. Signs of slow feathering.

Figure 9
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Figure 10 Comb faults
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Figure 11

Figure 12
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Disease

Any disease or disorder not making for maximum health, condition, vigour and breeding 
fi tness, including colds, heartiness, abdominal dropsy, cysts, egg substance in oviduct or 
abdomen. Sour crop. Impacted crop. External parasites. Any other disease symptom or 
deformity.

Lack of breed characteristics

Any exhibit defi cient in breed characteristics, so that it is an unworthy specimen of the 
breed or variety intended, must be passed.

DISQUALIFICATIONS
Any bird that in the opinion of the judge has been faked or tampered with shall be 
disqualifi ed.





Large fowl and bantams

ANCONA
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Mediterranean
Classifi cation: Light: Soft feather
Egg colour: White to cream

Named after the province of Ancona in Italy, specimens of this Mediterranean breed 
were imported into England in 1851, fi rst the single then the rose comb. Controversy 
centres around the view that Anconas are akin to the original mottled Leghorn and, 
therefore, a member of the Leghorn family. However, the fact remains that breeders 
adhere to the name of Ancona. The breed has retained its popularity on the show-bench 
not only for its laying propensities, but because of its combination of breed type and 
characteristics of usefulness.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Alert, bold and active.
Type: Body broad, close and compact. Back of moderate length. Breast full and broad, 
carried well forward and upward. Wings large and carried well tucked up. Tail full and 
carried well out.
Head: Deep, moderate in length, rather inclined to width, and carried well back. Beak 
medium with a moderate curve. Eyes bright and prominent. Comb single or rose. The 
single of medium size, upright and with fi ve to seven deep, broad and even serrations 
forming a regular curve, coming well back and following the line of the head, free from 
excrescences. The rose resembles that of the Wyandotte. Face smooth and of fi ne texture. 
Ear-lobes medium, inclined to almond shape, free from folds. Wattles long, fi ne in 
texture, in proportion to comb.
Neck: Long, nicely arched and well covered with hackle.
Legs and feet: Legs of medium length, strong, set well apart, clear of feathers, thighs 
not much seen. Toes, four, rather long and thin and well spread out.

Female

With the exception of the single comb, which falls gracefully to one side of the face 
without obscuring the vision, the characteristics are generally similar to those of the 
male, allowing for the natural sexual differences. The body, however, is round and 
compact, with greater posterior development than in the male. The back is rather long 
and broad, the neck of medium length and carried well up.

Colour

Male and female plumage: Good beetle-green ground tipped with white (the more V-
shaped the better). No inclination to lacing. The more evenly V-tipped throughout with 
beetle-green and white the better, provided the ground colour is beetle-green.



32 Ancona

Ancona male, bantam

Ancona female, large



In both sexes: Beak yellow with black or horn shadings; a wholly yellow beak not 
desirable. Eyes, iris orange-red, pupil hazel. Comb, face and wattles bright red, face free 
from white. Ear-lobes white. Legs yellow, mottled with black, the more evenly mottled 
the better.

Weights

Cock 2.70–2.95 kg (6–61–2 lb); cockerel 2.50 kg (51–2 lb)
Hen 2.25–2.50 kg (5–51–2 lb); pullet 2.00 kg (41–2 lb)

Scale of points

Type and carriage  15
Texture (general)  10
Size  5
Purity of white, quality and evenness of tipping  20
Beetle-green ground colour dark to skin  15
Leg colour  5
Head (eye 5, comb 10, lobe 5)  20
Beak colour  5
Condition  5
 100

(Note: Eye points include brightness and prominence. Comb points include medium size 
and fi ne texture.)

Defects

 To lose
In-kneed 10
Squirrel tail 10
Crooked toes 10
White or light undercolour 10
Ground colour other than beetle-green 10
Tail not tipped or not black to roots 10
Wings any other colour than black tipped with white 10
Bad comb 5
White in face 20
Lobe other than white  5
 100

(Note: Roach back or any bad structural deformity is a disqualifi cation.)

BANTAM
Ancona bantams are to be exact miniatures of their large fowl counterparts and so 
standard, colour and scale of points are to be used as for large fowl.

Weights

Male 570–680 g (20–24 oz)
Female 510–620 g (18–22 oz)
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ANDALUSIAN
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Mediterranean
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: White

Leonard Barber is believed to have been the fi rst importer of chickens from the Andalucia 
region of Spain in 1846–7, but these had an assortment of plumage colours. The stan-
dard Blue Andalusian, with its characteristic sharp lacing, was developed in England. 
The two leading breeders in the 1850s who started this process were John Taylor of 
Shepherd’s Bush, London, and Mr Coles of Fareham, Hampshire. It took several decades 
of selective breeding by a succession of fanciers before birds with the perfect colour and 
lacing depicted by Victorian artists became a reality. Andalusian bantams fi rst appeared 
in the 1880s.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upright, bold and active.
Type: Body long, broad at the shoulders, and tapering to the tail, with the plumage 
close and compact. Breast full and round. Wings long, well tucked up and the ends 
covered by the saddle hackles. Tail large and fl owing, carried moderately high but not 
approaching ‘squirrel’ or fan shape.
Head: Moderately long, deep and inclined to width. Beak stout and of medium length. 
Eyes prominent. Comb single, upright and of medium size, deeply serrated with spikes 
broad at the base, the back portion slightly following the line of the head but not touch-
ing the neck. Free from ‘thumb marks’ or side spikes. Face smooth. Ear-lobes almond 
in shape, medium size, free from wrinkles and fi tting closely to the face. Wattles fi ne 
and long.
Neck: Long and well covered with hackle feathers.
Legs and feet: Legs long. Shanks and feet free from feathers. Toes, four, straight and 
well spread.

Female

With the exception of the comb, which falls with a single fold to one side without cover-
ing the eye, the general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the 
natural sexual differences.

Colour

Male and female plumage: Clear blue, edged with distinct black lacing, not too narrow, 
on each feather, excepting the male’s sickles, which are dark (or even black), and his 
hackles, which are black with a rich gloss. The female’s neck hackle is a rich lustrous 
black, showing broad lacing on the tips of the feathers at the base of the neck. Under-
colour to tone with surface colour.

In both sexes: Beak dark slate or horn. Eyes dark red or red-brown. Comb, face and 
wattles bright red. Ear-lobes white. Legs and feet dark slate or black.
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Andalusian male, bantam

Andalusian female, bantam
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(Note: All blue colours in breeds [excepting lavender which breeds true] do not all hatch 
out blue. The expected proportions are as follows: Blue × blue = 1–4 black, 1–4 splash, 1–2 
blue. Splash × splash = all splash. Blue-bred black x blue-bred black = all black. Blue-
bred black × splash = all blue. Splash × blue = 1–2 blue, 1–2 splash. Black × blue = 1–2 black, 1–2 
blue.)

Weights

Male 3.20–3.60 kg (7–8 lb)
Female 2.25–2.70 kg (5–6 lb)

Scale of points

Ground colour 30
Lacing 20
Head (comb 10, face 10, lobes 5) 25
Size, type, carriage, tail and condition  25
 100

Serious defects

In the male, too much white in face or presence of red in lobes. White feathers. Sooty 
ground colour. Red or yellow in hackles. Any deformity and comb not upright. In the 
female any of these points that apply, together with an upright comb.

BANTAM
Andalusian bantams are exact miniatures of their fowl counterparts and so standard, 
colour and scale of points apply.

Weights

Male 680–790 g (24–28 oz)
Female 570–680 g (20–24 oz)

APPENZELLER
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Switzerland
Classifi cation: Light: Soft feather

The Appenzell Canton is in the north-eastern part of Switzerland. It is not known how 
long Spitzhaubens have been bred there, but the very similar Brabanter from The Neth-
erlands was depicted in seventeenth century paintings, so Appenzeller Spitzhaubens may 
date from the same period. The Appenzeller Barthuhner was developed in the 1860s 
from crosses between Brown Leghorns, Russian Beardeds and Polveranas (now extinct, 
related to Bearded Polands). Kurt Fischer, of Stuttgart-Zuffenhausen, Germany, was a 
leading breeder involved in the revival of both breeds in the 1950s, as they had almost 
died out during World War II.

The Spitzhauben
Egg colour: White
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General characteristics: male

Carriage: Neat and very active.
Type: Body well rounded, medium long, walnut-shaped. Breast full, carried high. Wings 
rather long, carried close. Tail well furnished, well spread, at right angles to back. 
Abdomen well developed. Back of medium length, slightly sloping with full hackle.
Head: Medium sized, held high, with typical raised skull and medium-sized pointed 
crest bent forward. Face smooth. Comb horn type consisting of two small rounded 
spikes, separate and without side sprigs. Wattles moderately long and fi ne. Ear-lobes 
medium sized, oval. Beak powerful, with strong, cavernous nostrils, and a prominent 
horseshoe ridge to the beak with a small fl eshy knob at the front. Eyes prominent and 
alert.
Neck: Medium length, slightly arched with abundant hackle.
Legs and feet: Thighs slender and prominent; shanks medium length, fi ne. Toes, four, 
well spread.
Plumage: Fairly hard and tight.

Female

Except for a more horizontal back line the general characteristics are the same for the 
male, allowing for the natural sexual differences.

Colour

The silver spangled
Male plumage: Pure silvery white ground colour, with each feather ending in distinct 
black, fairly small spangle, not circular; less pronounced on the head and neck. Prima-
ries, secondaries and tail feathers with black tips. Abdomen and fl uff grey; underplumage 
dark grey.
Female plumage: Head, crest and the neck silver – white with black tipping. Breast, 
wing bows, back and tail silvery white with distinct black spangling. Flights as for the 
male. Undercolour dark grey.

The gold spangled
Male plumage: Gold-red ground colour, spangling as for the silver spangled. Flights: 
outer web golden-yellow, inner web as black as possible. Breast and fl anks gold with 
black spangles. Abdomen and underplumage greyish black. Tail as brown as possible 
with black tips, a blackish brown tail allowed.
Female plumage: Golden-yellow ground colour, tail golden-brown with black span-
gling. Otherwise as for the male, having regard to the necessary sexual differences.

The black
Male and female plumage: Shiny greenish-black with dark grey to black 
underplumage.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak bluish. Eyes dark brown. Comb, face and wattles bright red; ear-lobes bluish-white. 
Shanks blue.

Weights

Male 1.60–2.00 kg (31–2–41–2 lb)
Female 1.35–1.60 kg (3–31–2 lb)

Appenzeller 37



Silver Appenzeller Spitzhauben female

Silver Appenzeller Spitzhauben male
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Scale of points

Type and carriage 25
Colour and markings 25
Head points 25
Legs and feet 15
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Comb other than horn. Side sprigs. Narrow or roach back. Squirrel tail. Breast too deep 
or narrow. Low wing carriage. Tail lacking fullness. Crow beak. Nostril not cavernous. 
Bad stance. Any sign of feathering on shanks.

The Barthuhner
Egg colour: Tinted

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Strong and active.
Type: Body well rounded, medium long with broad shoulders. Breast full, carried high. 
Wings moderate, tucked in close to the body. Tail well furnished, carried like a fan with 
abundant sickle feathers. Back of medium length, slightly sloping with full saddle 
hackle.
Head: Medium sized with medium-sized rose comb with good, rounded working and 
a straight leader. Wattles small, covered by a full cheek and chin beard. Large beak and 
nostrils. Eyes prominent and alert.
Neck: Medium length, slightly arched with abundant hackle.
Legs and feet: Thighs well developed, shanks of medium length with no feathering. Four 
toes, well spread.
Plumage: Fairly tight.

Female

Except for a more horizontal back line, the general characteristics are the same as for 
the male, allowing for the natural sexual differences.

Colour

As in any of the recognised game fowl. The blue colour as per the Orpington 
standard.

In both sexes and all colours
Comb and wattles red, ear-lobes white, beak black or horn, eyes as dark as possible, 
legs blue to black.

Weights

Male 2.26–2.94 kg (5–61–2 lb)
Female 1.36–1.81 kg (3–4 lb)
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Scale of points

Type and carriage 30
Colour 20
Head points 30
Legs and feet 10
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Comb other than rose. Narrow or roach back. Squirrel tail. Missing beard or any sign 
of feathering on shanks.

ARAUCANA
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Chile
Classifi cation: Light: Soft feather
Egg colour: Blue or green

When the Spaniards arrived in South America, bringing with them the light Mediterra-
nean breeds, they found that the indigenous Indians had domestic fowl which soon 
cross-bred with the incomers. Notable for their fi erce resistance to the Spaniards, 
however, were the Indians of the Arauca province of northern Chile who were never 
conquered. The name Araucana for the breed is derived therefore from that part of the 
world where the South American and European fowls had the least opportunity to 
interbreed.

The Araucana breed standard in the British Isles is generally as envisaged by George 
Malcolm who created the true-breeding lavender Araucana, among other colours, in 
Scotland during the 1930s. Araucanas are prolifi c layers of strong-shelled eggs, blue or 
green eggs having been reported from South America from the mid-sixteenth century 
onwards. These are unique in that their colour permeates throughout the shell.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Alert and active.
Type: Body long and deep, free from heaviness. Firm in handling. Back moderately long, 
horizontal. Wings large and strong. Tail well developed with full sickles carried at an 
angle of 45°.
Head: Moderately small. Beak strong and stout. Eyes bold. Comb small pea. Face 
covered with thick muffl ing and ear muffs abundant. Crest compact, carried well back 
from eyes. Ear-lobes moderately small and concealed by muffl ing. Wattles absent.
Neck: Of medium length abundantly furnished with hackle feathers.
Legs and feet: Medium length, strong and well apart. Shanks free from feathers. Toes, 
four straight and well spread.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences. Comb pea.
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Pile Araucana male, large

White Araucana female, bantam
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Crele Araucana male, large

Cuckoo Araucana female, large
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Lavender Araucana female, bantam

Colour

The lavender
Male and female plumage: An even shade of blue-grey throughout.

The blue
Male plumage: Breast, belly, thighs, tail and closed secondaries the colour of new slate. 
Hackle, saddle and shoulders, and sometimes the tail coverts and the primaries, two 
shades darker (like a slate after being wetted). Fluff slate-blue.
Female plumage: Blue slate colour with dark hackle like the male, often marked or 
laced all over with the darker shade. Fluff slate-blue.

The black-red
Male plumage: Breast, thighs, belly, tail and wings black. Wing bars green-black; sec-
ondaries when closed bay. Crest, head and neck orange-red striped black. Back, shoul-
ders and wing bow red or mahogany. Saddle hackle to match neck hackle. Fluff grey.
Female plumage: Hackle rich golden yellow broadly striped with black. Breast salmon. 
Muff salmon. Salmon and ash-grey on thighs. Body colour brown pencilled black, each 
feather with a pale shaft. Tail brown spotted or grizzled with black. Fluff grey.

The silver duckwing
Male plumage: Resembles the black-breasted red in the black markings and blue wing 
bars; rest of the plumage clear silvery white. Fluff light grey.
Female plumage: Hackle white, lightly striped black. Body and wings even silvery grey. 
Breast pale salmon. Primaries and tail nearly black. Fluff light grey.



The golden duckwing
Male plumage: Hackle and saddle yellow straw. Shoulders deep golden. Wing bars steel 
blue; secondaries yellow or creamy straw when closed, remaining plumage black. Fluff 
light grey.
Female plumage: Breast deeper, richer colour and body slightly browner tinge than the 
silver duckwing female. Fluff light grey.

The blue-red
Male plumage: The same colour pattern as the black-red with slate replacing black. 
Breast, thighs, belly and tail slate. Secondaries when closed bay. Wing bar slate. Hackle 
and saddle feathers orange-red with blue centre stripe. Shoulders deep crimson-scarlet. 
Fluff dark slate.
Female plumage: Hackle golden striped. Breast and muff salmon. Body, wings and tail 
blue, fi nely peppered with golden brown. Fluff dark slate.

The pile
Male plumage: The pile is marked exactly like the black-red except that the black is 
exchanged for a clear cream-white. Secondaries bay.
Female plumage: Creamy-white with salmon breast and golden striped hackle.

The crele
Male and female plumage: Neck hackle straw barred with gold or black. Back and 
shoulder bright gold-chestnut barred with straw-yellow. Wing bar dark grey barred with 
pale grey; primaries and secondaries dark grey barred with pale; outer web of secondar-
ies chestnut, the chestnut only showing when wing closed. Saddle hackle pale straw 
barred gold. Breast and underparts dark grey. Tail and tail coverts dark grey barred 
with light grey. Legs and feet white, with some spotting allowed.

The spangled
Male and female plumage: These have white tips to their feathers. The more of these 
spots and the more regularly they are distributed the better. The male should show white 
ends to the feathers on hackle and saddle. The colour may be red, black or brown, or 
a mixture of all three. Fluff white.

The cuckoo
Male and female plumage: Light blue-grey ground colour, each feather crossed with 
broad bands of dark blue-grey. In the male, a lighter shade is permissible. Undercolour 
banded but of a lighter shade. Beak light horn or bluish. Legs and feet white with blue 
spots.

The black
Male and female plumage: Black with green sheen.

The white
Male and female plumage: Snow-white throughout.

In both sexes and all colours
Comb and face bright red. Eyes dark orange. Beak and nails horn. Legs in all colours 
except cuckoo, willow to olive or slate.

Weights

Male 2.70–3.20 kg (6–7 lb)
Female 2.25–2.70 kg (5–6 lb)
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Scale of points

Type and carriage 20
Crest and muffl ing 25
Comb 10
Other head points 5
Feet and legs 5
Colour 20
Condition and handling  15
 100

Serious defects or disqualifi cations

Cut-away breast. Roach back. Wry or squirrel tail. Crest too small or too large, e.g. 
Poland type. Absence of crest or muffl ing. Comb other than of pea type. Comb lopped 
or twisted. Any comb other than minimal in female. Pearl eye. Feathered legs. Legs other 
than standard colour. Uneven or splashed breast colour. In males white base in tail. In 
lavenders any straw or brassy tinge.

BANTAM
The standard to be an exact miniature of the large fowl.

Weights

Male 740–850 g (26–30 oz)
Female 680–790 g (24–28 oz)

Serious defects

As large fowl, plus low wing carriage. High tail carriage. Any 
tendency to rose comb. Scale of points as in large fowl.

RUMPLESS ARAUCANA
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Chile
Classifi cation: Light: Soft feather
Egg colour: Blue or green

The Rumpless Araucana also has its origins in South America. It was introduced to 
Europe by Professor S. Castello in the early 1920s. The ear-tufts of feathers are unique 
to the breed in that they grow from a fl eshy pad adjacent to the ear-lobe. Rumpless 
Araucanas lay a large egg in relation to body size and are as productive as the tailed 
Araucanas.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Alert, active and assured.
Type: Body moderate in length, broad at shoulders. Back fl at and slightly sloped. Rump 
well rounded with saddle feathers fl owing over stern. Breast full, round and deep. Wings 
medium in length, carried close to the body and well up. Saddle hackle well developed. 
Tail entirely absent, with no uropygium (parson’s nose).
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Head: Moderately small. Beak medium stout, curved. Eyes bold and expressive. Comb 
small pea. Face moderate muffl ing. Ear-lobes small and concealed by ear-tufts. These 
originate from a gristly appendage arising from behind and just below the ear hole. The 
tufts of feathers, numbering from 5 to 15, grow from this pad. The tufts should be of 
a good length, matching in size and extending from the ears backwards in a well defi ned 
sweep, or projecting horizontally. Wattles very small.
Neck: Medium length, well furnished with hackle feathers.
Legs and feet: Medium in length, straight and well set apart. Toes, four, strong and 
well spread.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

Male and female plumage: As for Araucanas.

In both sexes and all colours
Eyes dark orange. Legs and feet olive or slate.

Weights

Excess weight to be penalised.
Male 2.70 kg (6 lb)
Female 2.25 kg (5 lb)

Black-red Rumpless Araucana male, large
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Scale of points

Type and carriage 20
Ear-tufts 25
Comb 5
Other head points 5
Feet and legs 5
Colour 15
Condition and handling  25
 100

Serious defects

Non-standard comb. Unmatched ear-tufts. Shape other than standard, e.g. narrow body. 
Any tail feathers (incomplete rumpless). Fluff showing below saddle hackle.

Disqualifi cations

No ear-tufts, single ear-tuft, crest. Uropygium (parson’s nose).

BANTAM
These should be a true miniature of the large Rumpless Araucana. As the large Rumpless 
fowl is historically and naturally a small breed, it follows that great care must be taken 
to keep the bantams within the approved weight limits. Colours at present include black-
red, black and white.

Weights

Excess weight to be penalised.
Male 910 g (32 oz)
Female 790 g (28 oz)

ASIL
LARGE FOWL
Origin: India
Classifi cation: Asian Hardfeather
Egg colour: Tinted

This standard refers to the small Asil (often called ‘Reza’ Asil, a term which applies only 
to birds of 3.5–4 lbs, or ‘Rajah’ Asil – which is a term not used at all in India).

The Asil is probably the oldest known breed of gamefowl, having been bred in India 
for its fi ghting qualities for over 2000 years. The name Asil is derived from Arabic and 
means ‘of long pedigree’. In different dialects it can be spelled ‘Asil’, ‘Aseel’ or ‘Asli’. In 
its native land the Asil was bred to fi ght, not with false spurs, but rather with its natural 
spurs covered with tape, the fi ght being a trial of strength and endurance. Such was the 
fi tness, durability and gameness of the contestants that individual battles could last for 
days. This style of fi ghting produced a powerful and muscular bird with a strong beak, 
thick muscular neck and powerful legs, together with a pugnacious temperament and 
stubborn refusal to accept defeat.
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Never very numerous in Britain, the Asil has nevertheless always attracted a few 
dedicated admirers prepared to cope with its inborn desire to fi ght, a characteristic 
shared by the females who are poor layers but extremely good mothers.

General characteristics: male

Type and carriage: Upright, standing fi rmly on strong legs. Sprightly and quick in 
movement. When seen in profi le the eye should be directly above the middle toenail.
Body: Viewed from above, the body should appear to be heart-shaped, with broad 
shoulders tapering to a fairly narrow but very well developed stern, strong at the root 
of the tail. The body should be hard and muscular, feeling remarkably fl at in the 
hand.
Breast: Wide and well thrown out.
Back: Broad and straight.
Wings: Carried well out from the body at the shoulders. Muscular where they join the 
body but otherwise carrying little fl esh. Wing feathers hard and tough with rather short 
quills.
Tail: Sickle feathers narrow and scimitar-shaped, drooping from the base. Saddle feath-
ers pointing backwards.
Head: Skull broad with large square jaw bones, and large cheek bones covered in tough 
leathery skin. Beak short, thick and powerful, shutting tight. Eyes bright and bold set 
in oval pointed eyelids. Comb triple, very hard fl eshed and set low. No wattles.
Neck: Medium length, carried slightly curved giving a short appearance. Thick and very 
hard to the touch, covered with short, hard, wiry feathers. Throat clean-cut with bare 
skin extending well down the neck.

Black-red Asil male, large
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Legs and feet: Shanks thick and square with a noticeable indentation down the front 
where the scales meet. Thighs not too long, but round, hard and muscular and when 
viewed from the front should be in line with the body, not the shoulders.
Plumage: Very short and wiry, diffi cult to break, and with little or no underfl uff. Patches 
of bare skin showing red are to be seen on the breastbone, wing joints and thighs.
Handling: Extremely fi rm and muscular. Heavier in the hand than appearance would 
at fi rst suggest.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

Male and female plumage: There are no fi xed colours. The principal colours seen today 
are light red and dark red, with grouse-coloured and red-wheaten females, but grey, 
spangle, black, white, duckwing and pile are not uncommon. No colour or combination 
of colours is disqualifi ed.

In both sexes and all colours: Beak ivory, yellow burnish acceptable. Legs and feet 
ivory, or ivory with slight yellow burnish is preferred. Yellow or slate are acceptable. 
Comb, face, throat, ear-lobes and any exposed skin – red. Eyes pearl, yellowish tinge 
or slightly bloodshot appearance acceptable.

Weights

Male 1.80–2.70 kg (4–6 lbs)
Female 1.35–2.25 kg (3–5 lbs)

Scale of points

Head (skull and beak 10, eyes 5, comb 5) 20
Neck 10
Wings 5
Thighs, shanks and feet 15
Body shape and stern 15
Plumage 10
Carriage 15
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Lack of attitude. Any evidence of alien blood, e.g. red or dark eyes. Round shanks. Duck 
feet. High tail carriage. Wry tail. Roach back. Storklegged or in-kneed. Any other 
deformity.

BANTAM
Asil bantams should follow the large fowl standards in all but weight.

Weights

Male 1130 g (40 oz)
Female 910 g (32 oz)
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AUSTRALORP
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Heavy: Soft feather
Egg colour: Tinted to brown

The claim that the Australorp – an abbreviation of Australian black Orpington – is the 
prototype of the black Orpington, as originally made by Mr W. Cook, has never been 
questioned. Its breeders emphasised that its true utility type gives to poultrymen the 
Orpington at its best, an excellent layer and a good table fowl, with white skin. It was 
around 1921 that large importations of stock birds were made from Australia into this 
country and an Austral Orpington Club founded. Later the breed name of Australorp 
was adopted, and this remains today.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Erect and graceful, denoting an active fowl, the head being carried well above 
the tail line.
Type: Body deep and broad, showing somewhat greater length than depth. Back broad 
across shoulders and the saddle, with a sweeping curve from neck to tail. Breast full and 
rounded, carried well forward without bulging; breastbone long and straight. Wings 
compact and carried closely in, the ends being covered by the saddle hackles. Tail full 
and compact, rising gradually from the saddle in an unbroken line; the sickles gracefully 
curved, but not long and streaming.
Head: Finely modelled with skull rounded. Beak slightly curved, strong, of medium 
length. Eyes, large, prominent and expressive; high in skull standing out well when 
viewed from front or back. Comb single, medium in size, erect, evenly serrated (four to 
six serrations) and blade tending downwards without touching the neck, texture fi ne, 
but not of polished appearance. Face full, fi ne in texture, clean, free from feathers, 
wrinkles and overhanging brows. Ear-lobes small and elongated. Wattles medium in 
size, rounded at bottom and corresponding in texture to comb.
Neck: Fairly long, fi ne at the junction of head, with a gradual outward curve to the 
back, widening distinctly at the shoulders.
Legs and feet: Legs medium in length, strong, rounded in front and spaced well apart, 
the hocks nearly covered by body feathering, and the whole of the shanks showing below 
the underline. Shanks and feet (four toes) free from feathers or down.
Plumage: Feathering soft but close, with a minimum of fl uff, the lower body fl uff only 
suffi cient to cover the thighs.
Skin: Fine in texture.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences. The pelvic bones should be pliable, not showing an excess of fat or 
gristle; the abdominal skin being pliable without an excess of internal fat. All these parts 
to be of fi ne texture; any indication of coarseness should be discountenanced.
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Australorp male, bantam

Australorp female, large
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Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Black with lustrous green sheen.

In both sexes: Beak black. Eyes black or dark brown iris, black preferred. Face, comb, 
ear-lobes and wattles bright red. Legs and feet black with white soles. Skin white.

The blue
Male plumage: Hackles, saddle, wing bow, back and tail a uniform dark slate-blue. 
Remainder medium slate-blue, each feather to show a wide band of lacing of a darker 
shade.
Female plumage: Head and neck dark slate-blue, remainder medium slate-blue, laced 
with a darker shade.

In both sexes: Undercolour to tone with surface colour in both sexes. Beak blue or 
black, black preferred. Eyes black or very dark brown, black preferred. Comb, face, 
wattles and ear-lobes bright red. Legs and feet black or blue. Toenails preferably white. 
Skin white. Soles of feet white.

The white

Pure white, free from straw tinge or brassiness. Beak bluish white or (off) white. Eyes 
black or dark brown, black preferred. It is essential that the eyes are large and bold. 
Comb, wattles, earlobes and face bright red. Legs and feet slate blue. Soles of feet, toe-
nails and skin white.

Weights

Cock 3.85–4.55 kg (81–2 –10 lb); cockerel 3.40–4.10 kg (71–2 –9 lb)
Hen 2.95–3.60 kg (61–2 –8 lb); pullet 2.50–3.20 kg (51–2 –7 lb)

Scale of points

Type 30
Head (eyes 15, face, comb, wattles 10) 25
Plumage (colour, quality and character of feathering) 25
Condition 10
Legs and feet  10
 100

Serious defects

Black and Blue: red, yellow or white in feathers. Permanent white in earlobes.
White: red eyes, white legs.

Defects (for which birds should be passed)

Any deformity such as wry tail, roach back, crooked breastbone, crooked toes, webbed 
feet. Yellow or willow colour in legs or feet. Yellow or pearl-coloured eyes. Feathering 
on shanks or feet. Side sprigs on comb. Split or twisted wing and slipped wing.

BANTAM
Australorp bantams are to be exact miniatures of their large fowl counterparts and so 
standard, colour and scale of points to apply.

Weights

Male 1020 g (36 oz) max.
Female 790 g (28 oz) max.
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AUTOSEXING BREEDS
An autosexing breed is one in which the chicks at hatching can be sexed by their down 
colouring. It was when crossing the gold Campine with the barred Rock in 1929 that 
Professor R. C. Punnett and Mr M. S. Pease discovered the basic principle in their 
experimental work at Cambridge, and made the Cambar.

Barring is sex-linked, there being a double dose in the male and a single dose in the 
female, the barring being indicated by the light patch on the head of the chick. This 
light patch is very similar in chicks of both sexes having black down, but when the 
barring is transferred to a brown down there is a marked difference. The light head-spot 
on the female chick (one dose) is small and defi ned, while on the male chick (double 
dose) it spreads over the body. For that reason, the down colouring in the day-old 
cockerel is much paler, and the pattern of markings more blurred, than in the newly 
hatched pullet chick, which has the sharper pattern of markings.

Standards which have been passed by the Poultry Club are gold and silver Brussbar; 
Brockbar; gold, silver and cream Legbar; gold and silver Cambar; gold and silver 
Dorbar; Rhodebar; silver Welbar; Wybar. The cream Legbar, Legbar, Rhodebar, Welbar 
and Wybar standards are given below and all other standards for autosexing breeds are 
held by the Rare Poultry Society.

LEGBAR
LARGE FOWL
Origin: British
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: White or cream. Cream Legbar: Blue, green or olive.

The Legbar comes in three varieties: gold, silver and cream. The cream variety is a crested 
breed which lays a blue, green or olive egg. Thereafter, the characteristics are the same 
for all three colours. The gold and silver Legbars are barred Leghorns whereas the cream 
Legbar has had a dose of Araucana blood to give it its crest and egg colour.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Very sprightly and alert, with no suggestion of stiltiness.
Type: Body wedge shaped, wide at the shoulders and narrowing slightly to root of tail. 
Back long, fl at and sloping slightly to the tail. Breast prominent, and breastbone straight. 
Wings large, carried tightly and well tucked up. Tail moderately full at an angle of 45° 
from the line of the back.
Head: Fine. Cream variety: crest small, compact and carried well back from eyes, falling 
off the back of the head below the extended comb. Beak stout, point clear of the front 
of the comb. Eyes prominent. Comb single, perfectly straight and erect, large but not 
overgrown, deeply and evenly serrated (fi ve to seven spikes broad at the base), extending 
well beyond back of the head and following, without touching, the line of the head, free 
from ‘thumb marks’ or side sprigs. Face smooth. Ear-lobes well developed, pendant, 
smooth and free from folds, equally matched in size and shape. Wattles long and thin.
Neck: Long and profusely covered with feathers.
Legs and feet: Legs moderately long. Shanks strong, round and free of feathers. Flat 
shins objectionable. Toes four, long, straight and well spread.
Plumage: Of silky texture, free from coarse or excessive feather.
Handling: Firm, with abundance of muscle.
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Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences, except that the comb may be erect or falling gracefully over either 
side of the face without obstructing the eyesight, and the tail should be carried closely 
and not at such a high angle. Cream variety: the crest of the female is somewhat fuller 
and larger than the male, but does not obstruct the eyes.

Colour

The gold
Male plumage: Neck hackle pale straw, sparsely barred with gold and black. Back, 
shoulder coverts and wing bow pale straw barred with bright gold-brown. Wing coverts 
(or wing bar) dark grey barred; primaries and secondaries dark grey barred, intermixed 
with white, upper web of secondaries also intermixed with chestnut. Saddle hackle pale 
straw barred with bright gold-brown, as far as possible without black. Breast, under-
parts, dark grey barred. Tail grey barred; sickles paler. Tail coverts grey barred.
Female plumage: Hackle pale gold, marked with black bars. Breast salmon, clearly 
defi ned. Body dark smoky or slaty grey-brown with indistinct broad soft barrings, the 
individual feather showing paler shaft and slightly paler edging. Wings dark grey-brown. 
Tail dark grey-black with slight indication of lighter broad bars.

The silver
Male plumage: Neck hackle silver, sparsely barred with dark grey but tips of feathers 
fade off to pure silver. Saddle hackle silver, barred with dark grey, the feathers tipped 
with silver. Back and shoulder coverts silver, with dark grey barring, the feathers tipped 
with silver. Wing bow dark grey with silver grey barring; primaries dark grey, some 
white permissible; secondaries dark grey with tips of upper web white. Breast evenly 
barred dark grey and silver-grey, with well defi ned outline. Tail and tail coverts evenly 
barred dark grey and silver-grey, sickles being paler.
Female plumage: Head and neck hackle silver, with black striping, softly barred grey. 
Breast salmon, clearly defi ned. Body silver-grey, with indistinct broad soft barring, 
individual feathers showing lighter shaft and edging. Wings silver-grey, as free from 
chestnut as possible; primaries silver-grey, as free from white as possible; secondaries 
silver-grey, upper web a lighter grey mottled. Tail silver-grey with indistinct soft 
barring.

In both sexes: Beak yellow or horn. Eyes orange or red, pupils clearly defi ned. Comb, 
face and wattles bright red. Ear-lobes pure opaque white (resembling white kid) or 
cream, the former preferred. Slight pink markings and pink edging does not unduly 
handicap an otherwise good bird for utility purposes. Legs and feet yellow, orange or 
light willow in the female.

The cream
Male plumage: Neck hackles cream, sparsely barred. Saddle hackles cream barred with 
dark grey, tipped with cream. Back and shoulders cream with dark grey barring, some 
chestnut permissible. Wings, primaries dark grey, faintly barred, some white permissible; 
secondaries dark grey more clearly marked; coverts grey barred, tips cream, some chest-
nut smudges permissible. Breast evenly barred dark grey, well defi ned outline. Tail evenly 
barred grey, sickles being paler, some white feather permissible. Crest cream and grey, 
some chestnut permissible.
Female plumage: Neck hackles cream, softly barred grey. Breast salmon, well defi ned 
in outline. Body silver-grey, with rather indistinct broad soft barring. Wings, primaries 
grey peppered; secondaries very faintly barred; coverts silver-grey. Tail silver-grey, 
faintly barred. Crest cream and grey, some chestnut permissible.
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In both sexes: Beak yellow. Eyes orange or red. Comb, face, and wattles red. Ear-lobes 
pure opaque, white or cream, slight pink markings not unduly to handicap an otherwise 
good male. Legs and feet yellow.
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Weights

Male 2.70–3.40 kg (6–71–2 lb)
Female 2–2.70 kg (41–2 –6 lb)

Scale of points

Type 30
Colour 20
Head 20
Legs 10
Condition  10
Weight  10
 100

Serious defects

Male’s comb twisted or falling over. Ear-lobes wholly red. Any white in face. Legs other 
than orange, yellow or light willow. Squirrel tail.

Disqualifi cations

Side sprigs on comb. Eye pupil other than round and clearly defi ned. Crooked breast. 
Wry tail. Any bodily deformity.

The gold: down colour

Female: Brown stripe type. The stripe should be broad and very dark brown, extending 
over the head, neck and rump. The edges of the stripe should be clearly defi ned rather 
than blurred and blending with the ground colour – the sharper the contrast, especially 
over the rump, the better. The ground colour should be dark brown, though distinctly 
paler than the stripe. A pale ground colour and a narrow or discontinuous stripe are to 
be avoided. A light head spot should be visible, though usually it is small. It should be 
well defi ned in outline and should show up as clearly as possible against the brown 
background.
Male: The down is much paler in shade, the pattern being blurred and washed out from 
head to rump.

The silver: down colour

Female: Silver-grey type. The stripe should be very dark brown, extending over the 
head, neck and rump. The edges of the stripe should be clearly defi ned, not blurred and 
blending with the ground colour – the sharper the contrast, especially over the rump, 
the better. The stripe should be broad; a narrow or discontinuous stripe should be 
avoided. A light head patch should be visible, clearly defi ned in outline, showing up 
brightly against the dark background.
Male: The down is much paler in tint, the pattern being blurred and washed out from 
head to rump; it may best be described as pale silvery-slate.

The cream: down colour
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BANTAM
Bantam Legbars should follow the exact standard for the large fowl.

Weights

Male 850 g (30 oz)
Female 620 g (22 oz)

RHODEBAR
LARGE FOWL
Origin: British
Classifi cation: Heavy: Rare
Egg colour: Brown

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upright and graceful.
Type: Body large, fairly deep, broad and long. Back broad, long and somewhat hori-
zontal in outline. Breast broad, full and well rounded. Wings carried well up, the bows 
and tips covered by the breast feathers and saddle hackle. Tail rather small, rising slightly 
from the saddle, the sickle of medium length, well spread and nicely curved, the coverts 
suffi ciently abundant to cover the stiff feathers.
Head: Strong, but not thick. Beak moderately curved, short and stout. Eyes large and 
bright. Comb single, medium size, straight, upright, well set on, with well-defi ned ser-
rations, and free from side sprigs. Face smooth. Ear-lobes of fi ne texture, well developed 
and pendant. Wattles to correspond with size of comb and moderately rounded.
Neck: Of medium length and profusely covered with feathers fl owing over the shoulders, 
but not too loosely carried.
Legs and feet: Legs wide apart and of medium length, stout and strong and free from 
feathers. Thighs large with well rounded shanks of medium length. Toes, four, strong, 
straight and well spread.
Handling: Firm, with abundance of muscle.
Plumage: Of silky texture, free from coarse or excessive feather.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

Male plumage: Hackle deep red-gold barred, with centres black and grey-white barred, 
the black centre portions rather longer than the grey-white; the front of the cape showing 
less black, the feathers towards the tips of the cape lying on the back showing wider 
black and grey-white barring. Wing primaries, lower web red-gold, faintly barred, upper 
grey and white barred, slightly gold tinted; secondaries, the whole alternately black, 
white and gold barred, lower web showing more gold; fl ight coverts very bright red-gold 
and white barred; tips red-gold. Wings bows very brilliant chestnut red and gold barred. 
Tail, including sickles, uniform black and white barring from tip to base, including the 
shaft; tips black. Saddle hackle deep red-gold and grey-white and narrower black barring 
towards the tips. Back and saddle deep red-gold barred, with occasional black bars 
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towards the end of the feathers. Undercolour light creamy buff. Breast uniformly barred, 
deep red-gold and creamy white and black.
Female plumage: Hackle deep buff-red with bright chestnut edges, each feather with 
deep buff, gold, black and white narrow barring, the barring becoming narrower as it 
approaches the lower cape feathers. Tail feathers black with reddish tinge. Wing prima-
ries upper web red-buff, lower black; secondaries buff-red. Remainder, general surface 
dark buff-red barred with buff and buff-red, the tips of the feathers of the lighter colour. 
Undercolour creamy buff-red, as deep as possible. Quills yellow.

In both sexes: Beak red-horn or yellow. Eyes orange or red, pupils clearly defi ned. 
Comb, face, ear-lobes and wattles bright red. Legs and feet bright yellow.

Rhodebar male, large

Rhodebar 57

Weights

Cock 3.85 kg (81–2 lb) minimum; cockerel 3.60 kg (8 lb)
Hen 2.90 kg (61–2 lb) minimum; pullet 2.50 kg (51–2 lb)

Serious defects

Male’s comb twisted or falling over. Ear-lobes other than red. Legs other than yellow, 
orange or light willow. Squirrel or wry tail. Side sprigs on the comb. Eye pupils other 
than round and clearly defi ned. Crooked breast or any bodily deformity.

Scale of points

Type 30
Colour 20
Legs 10
Condition 15
Head 20
Weight   5
 100



BANTAM
Bantam Rhodebars should follow the exact standard for the large fowl.

Weights

Male 1020 g (36 oz)
Female 790 g (28 oz)

WELBAR
LARGE FOWL
Origin: British
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: Brown

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upright, alert and active.
Type: Body well built on good constitutional lines. Back broad and long. Breast full, 
well rounded and broad. Wings moderately long, carried close to side. Tail fairly large 
and full, carried high, but not squirrel. Abdomen long, deep and wide.
Head: Refi ned. Beak strong, short and deep. Eyes large, bright. Comb single, medium 
size, fi rm and upright, free from any twists or excess, clear of the nostrils, fi ne texture, 
fi ve to seven broad and even serrations, the back following closely, but not touching 
line of the skull and neck. Face smooth and without overhanging eyebrows. Ear-lobes 
small and almond shaped. Wattles of medium size, fi ne texture, close together.
Neck: Fairly long, slender at top, fi nishing with abundant hackle.
Legs and feet: Thighs to show clear of the body. Shanks of medium length and bone, 
well set apart, free from feathers with soft sinews and free from coarseness. Toes, four, 
long, straight and well spread out.
Plumage: Tight, silky, free from excess or coarseness and free from bagginess at the 
thighs.
Handling: Compact, fi rm and neat in bone throughout.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

The silver
Male plumage: Head silver. Hackles silver, black ticking permissible. Back, shoulders, 
coverts and wing bow silver. Wings coverts (or bar) black barred; primaries and sec-
ondaries, inner web black barred, outer web silver. Tail black barred. Breast black 
barred with silver mottling.
Female plumage: Head and hackle silver with black striping barred with white. Breast 
salmon. Back and wing bow and bar, light grey, faintly barred, free from salmon 
smudges. Primaries and secondaries, outer web silver, coarsely stippled with dark grey, 
inner web dark and faintly barred. Tail dark grey and faintly barred.
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The gold
Male plumage: Head gold. Hackles gold, black ticking permissible. Back, shoulder 
coverts and wing bow gold. Wing coverts (or bar) black barred; primaries and seconda-
ries, inner web black barred, outer web gold. Tail black barred. Breast black barred 
with gold mottling.
Female plumage: Head and hackle gold with black striping barred with white. Breast 
rich salmon. Back and wing bow and bar mid-grey, faintly barred, free from salmon 
smudges. Primaries and secondaries, outer web gold coarsely stippled with dark browny 
grey, inner web brown-grey and faintly barred. Tail brown-grey and faintly barred.

In both sexes and colours
Beak yellow, eyes red. Comb, face, ear-lobes and wattles bright red. Legs and feet 
yellow.

Weights

Male 2.95–3.40 kg (61–2 –71–2 lb)
Female 2.25–2.70 kg (5–6 lb)

Scale of points

Type 30
Colour 20
Head 20
Legs 10
Condition 10
Weight  10
 100

Welbar female, bantam
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Serious defects

Side sprigs to the comb. White in lobe. Feathers on the legs, hocks or between the toes. 
Comb other than single. Other than four toes. Gold feathers on the silver male. Legs 
other than yellow. Badly crooked or duck toes. Any bodily deformity. Coarseness, beefi -
ness and anything that interferes with the productiveness and the general utility of the 
breed.

BANTAM
Bantam Welbars should follow exactly the standard for the large fowl.

Weights

Male 900 g (32 oz)
Female 745 g (26 oz)

WYBAR
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Heavy: Rare
Egg colour: Tinted

Like all other autosexing breeds, the Wybar was fi rst launched at the Cambridge School 
of Agriculture in 1941. Breeds used in its make-up were the light Sussex, Brussbar 
(barred brown Sussex), Canadian barred Rocks and, later on, Rhode Island Reds. The 
main Wyandotte variety used was the silver laced. The outcome was a large, all-round 
bird suitable for both eggs and meat.

General characteristics: male

Type: Body short and deep, well rounded at sides. Back short, with broad full 
saddle to tail with concave sweep. Breast full round, with a straight keel. Wings medium 
size closely folded to the side. Tail full but short, well developed and spread at base, 
the true tail feathers carried rather upright, sickles medium length and gracefully 
curled.
Head: Broad and short, beak stout and curved. Comb rose fi rm, square and low in 
front, tapering evenly towards the back and ending in a well-defi ned leader following 
the curve of the neck. Top of comb evenly covered with small rounded joints. Face 
smooth and fi ne. Ear-lobes oblong. Wattles medium, fi ne and rounded.
Neck: Well arched, medium length, with full hackle.
Legs and feet: Legs of medium length, thighs well covered with soft feathers, the fl uff 
abundant, but close and silky. Shanks strong, well rounded and free from feathers. Toes, 
four, straight and well covered.
Plumage: Fairly close and silky.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for natural sexual 
differences.
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Colour

The silver
Male plumage: Evenly pale slaty cuckoo on breast, belly and shoulders. Very silvery 
cuckoo on neck and saddle hackles and on wing coverts. Tail sickles even slaty cuckoo. 
Gold feathers to disqualify.
Female plumage: Even laced (but rather pale) on breast, back, saddle and wing coverts. 
Tail feathers and wing primaries silvery slaty and peppered. Neck hackles pale silvery 
cuckoo. Belly and thighs faintly (but certainly) cuckoo.
Male down colour: Rather pale silvery slaty with diffuse light head patch.
Female down colour: Dark silvery slaty, or dark silver-grey stripe, mottled over head. 
Light head patch, faint or very restricted in size.

The gold
Male plumage: Evenly slaty cuckoo on breast, mahogany tinged. Belly and tail feathers 
evenly slaty cuckoo. Wing coverts rich mahogany gold, neck and saddle hackles pale 
gold barred; wings indefi nitely barred; primaries, gold barred outer web, cuckoo inner 
web; secondaries similar but reversed.
Female plumage: Evenly dark gold laced (chestnut or mahogany tinged) on breast, back, 
saddle and wing coverts. Tail and wing primaries slaty chocolate, gold peppered. Belly 
and thighs faintly (but certainly) cuckoo.
Male down colour: Rather pale smoky gold, with diffuse light head patch.
Female down colour: Dark smoky gold, or dark brown stripe, mottled over head. Light 
head patch faint, or very restricted in size.

Weights

Male 3–4.10 kg (61–2 –9 lb)
Female 2.50–3.20 kg (51–2 –7 lb)

Scale of points

Type 30
Colour 20
Head 20
Legs 10
Condition 10
Weight  10
 100

BANTAM
Bantam Wybars should follow exactly the standard for large fowl.

Weights

Male 1020 g (36 oz)
Female 790 g (28 oz)

BARNEVELDER
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Holland
Classifi cation: Heavy: Soft feather
Egg colour: Brown
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This breed was originated in the district of Barneveld, Holland, and stock was imported 
into this country about 1921, with the brown egg as one of the chief attractions. At fi rst 
the birds were very mixed for markings, some being double laced, others single, while 
the majority followed a partridge or ‘stippled’ pattern. Two varieties were standardised, 
namely, double laced and partridge or ‘stippled’, but the former gradually came to the 
top, and is the popular variety of today.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Alert, upright and well balanced, the body appearing compressed, and the 
back concave.
Type: Body of medium length, deep and broad shoulders and high-set saddle. Breast 
and rump deep, broad and full. Wings rather short and carried high. Tail full, with 
graceful and uniform sweep.
Head: Carried high with neat skull. Beak short and full. Eyes very bold, bright and 
prominent. Comb single, upright, of medium size and well serrated, with a fi rm base, 
the heel to follow the neck. Face smooth and as free from feathers as possible. Ear-lobes 
long. Wattles of medium size.
Neck: Fairly long, full and carried erect.
Legs and feet: Thighs and shanks of medium length to give symmetry. Shanks and feet 
free from feathers. Toes, four, well spread.
Plumage: Fairly tight and of nice texture.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Black with beetle-green sheen.

The double laced
Male plumage: Neck and saddle hackles to match for colour and defi nition, each feather 
to be black (beetle-green) with slight red-brown edging and red-brown centre quill (stem) 
fi nishing black to tip. Breast red-brown with black (beetle-green) outer edging or lacing. 
Back and cape red-brown feathers with very wide black lacing. Abdomen and thighs 
black (beetle-green) with black down. Wing bow and bar red-brown with broad lacing; 
primaries, inner edge black, outer red-brown; secondaries, inner edge black, outer red-
brown fi nely laced with black, showing when closed as a red-brown bay. Tail, all main 
feathers black, with beetle-green sickles and hangers. All visible black feathers and lacing 
to show beetle-green sheen. Undercolour dark slate.
Female plumage: Hackle black with beetle-green sheen. Breast, saddle, back and thighs 
red-brown ground clear of peppering, each feather with defi ned glossy black outer 
lacing, and inner defi ned lacing, the outer to be distinct yet not so heavy as to give a 
black appearance to the bird in the show-pen. Abdomen black with black down pre-
ferred. Wing primaries inner edge black, outer brown, fi nely laced with black. Tail, main 
feathers black with laced feathers well up to them. Undercolour grey.

The partridge
Male plumage: Neck and saddle hackles red-brown with distinct but small black tip; 
fl uff grey; quill red-brown. Breast black (beetle-green). Abdomen and thighs black 
(beetle-green) with black down. Back, cape and wing bow red-brown with wide black 
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Double laced Barnevelder male, bantam

Double laced Barnevelder female, large



tip; fl uff grey; quill red-brown. Wing bar black; bay brown; primaries, inner edge black, 
outer brown; secondaries, inner edge black, outer brown (seen as wing is closed). Tail, 
main feathers black with beetle-green sheen; coverts, upper black, lower red-brown 
peppered with black; sickles black with beetle-green sheen. All visible black feathers 
with beetle-green sheen.
Female plumage: Hackle black with beetle-green sheen. Breast, saddle, back and thighs 
red-brown ground evenly stippled with small black peppering, clear of defi ned inner 
lacing or pencilling, each feather with glossy black outer lacing, not so broad as to make 
the bird appear black when seen in the show-pen. Wing primaries, inner edge black, 
outer brown peppered with black; secondaries, outer edge brown evenly stippled with 
small black peppering. Tail, main feathers black, coverts peppered. Undercolour grey.

The silver
Male plumage: Hackle silver with black centres. Breast silver with black edging. Back 
and saddle black centre with white edges. Undercolour silver-grey. Wing primaries black; 
secondaries black edged with white. Tail black with beetle-green sheen; sickles edged 
with white.
Female plumage: Hackle black centre with white edges, a little rust permissible. Breast 
white, slightly peppered, outside edge black. Wing primaries black inside, white outside, 
slightly peppered; secondaries well peppered.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak yellow with dark point (in the silver, horn). Eyes orange. Comb, face, wattles and 
ear-lobes red. Legs and feet yellow.

Weights

Cock 3.20–3.60 kg (7–8 lb); cockerel 2.70–3.20 kg (6–7 lb)
Hen 2.70–3.20 kg (6–7 lb); pullet 2.25–2.70 kg (5–6 lb)

Scale of points

Type and size 30
Colour 25
Texture 15
Head 10
Legs and feet 10
Health and condition  10
 100

Minor defects

White in undercolour, fl ights, tails, wings, sickles or fl uff.

Serious defects

White in lobes. Squirrel or wry tail. Feathered legs or toes. Side sprigs on comb. Crooked 
toes. High or roach back. Seriously deformed breastbones. More than four toes on either 
foot. Black legs.

BANTAM
Barnevelder bantams are exact replicas of their large fowl counterparts and so 
standard, defects and scale of points apply. However, silvers are not standardised in 
bantams.
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Weights

Male 910 g (32 oz) max.
Female 740 g (26 oz) max.

BELGIAN BEARDED BANTAMS
The varieties of Belgian bantams standardised in Britain are Barbu d’Anvers (Bearded 
Antwerp), Barbu d’Uccle (Bearded Uccle), Barbu de Watermael (Bearded Watermael), 
Barbu d’Everberg (Rumpless d’Uccle) and Barbu de Grubbe (Rumpless d’Anvers). Barbu 
de Boitsfort (Rumpless de Watermael) has yet to be accepted to the standards.

Bearded Belgian Bantams are old-established True Bantams, without large counter-
parts. Each of the fi ve varieties has many colour variations, some of them intricate and 
all attractive.

Origin: Belgium
Classifi cation: True Bantam

BARBU D’ANVERS
General characteristics: male

(The Barbu d’Anvers is always rose combed and clean legged.)
Carriage and appearance: Small, proud, standing bold upright, with the head thrown 
well back; proud and provoking (appearing always ready to crow) with characteristic 
great development of neck hackle.
Type: Body broad and short, with arched breast carried well up. Back very short, slant-
ing downwards to tail. Wings medium length, carried sloping towards ground. Tail 
carried almost perpendicularly, the main tail feathers strong and not hidden by the 
narrow sickle feathers; the two largest sickles slightly curved and sword-shaped, the 
remainder in fan-like tiers to junction with saddle hackle.
Head: Appearing rather large. Beak short, strong and curved, carrying a longitudinal 
band of light or dark colour in keeping with the plumage. Comb curved broad in front, 
ending in a leader or spike at rear; for preference covered with small tooth-like points, 
or alternatively hollowed and ridged. Point or leader to follow line of neck. Eyes large 
and prominent, as dark as possible, colour to vary in keeping with plumage. Face 
covered with relatively long feathers, standing away from the head, sloping backwards 
and forming whiskers which cover ears and ear-lobes. Brow heavily furnished with 
feathers. Beard composed of feathers turned horizontally backwards from both sides of 
the beak and from the centre vertically downwards, the whole forming a trilobe and 
giving a muffed effect. Ear-lobes small, wattles rudimentary only, but preferably none.
Neck: Of moderate length, the hackles thick and convexly arched (boule), entirely cover-
ing back and base of neck forming closely joined cape at front.
Legs and feet: Thighs short, with medium-length shanks free from feathers. Toes, four, 
strong and straight, with nails of same colour as the beak.

Female

With certain exceptions the general characteristics are similar to those of the male, 
allowing for the natural sexual differences.
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Black Belgian Barbu d’Anvers male

Quail Belgian Barbu d’Anvers female
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Carriage and appearance: A little bird, compact, plump, very lively, with characteristi-
cally full, rounded neck hackle and well developed whiskers.
Head: Appearing broader than that of the male and more owl-like.
Neck: Hackle inclining backwards and forming a ruffl e behind the neck, with feathers 
broader and more developed than in the male. The female hackle, contrary to that of 
the male, diminishes in thickness towards bottom of neck.
Tail: Short, carried sloping upwards, slightly curved towards the end and a little 
open.

Weights

As small as possible. The British Belgian Bantam Club does not advocate a weight stan-
dard for the breed but, purely as a general guide, suggests with usual variations for age 
and maturity the following:

Male 680–790 g (24–28 oz) max.
Female 570–680 g (20–24 oz) max.

Scale of points

Type (muff and beard 15, neck hackle 15, wings and tail 10) 40
Head, comb and beak 10
Colour 15
Size 15
Legs and feet 5
General appearance  15
 100

Serious defects

Wattles strongly developed. Conspicuous ear-lobes. Squirrel or wry tail. Excessive length 
of leg.

Disqualifi cations

Any trace of faking. Wattles cut or removed. Single comb. Absence of beard or whiskers. 
Feathers on shanks or feet. More than four toes. Yellow colouring of legs, feet or 
skin.

BARBU D’UCCLE

General characteristics: male

(The Barbu d’Uccle is always single combed and feather legged.)
Carriage and appearance: Typically male with a majestic manner, short and broad, 
with characteristic heavy development of plumage.
Type: Body broad and deep. Back very broad, almost hidden by enormous neck hackle. 
Breast extremely broad, the upper part very developed and carried forward, the lower 
part resembling a breast plate. Wings close, fi tting tight to body, sloping downwards 
and incurved towards but not beyond the abdomen; wing butts covered by neck hackle 
and tips (or ends of fl ights) covered by saddle hackle, which should be abundant and 

Barbu d’Uccle 67



long. Tail well furnished, close and carried almost perpendicular to line of back, the 
two main sickles slightly curved, the remainder in regular tiers and fan-like down to 
junction with saddle hackle.
Head: Slender and small, with a longitudinal depression towards the neck. Beak short 
and slightly curved. Comb single, fi ne, upright, less than average size, evenly serrated, 
rounded in outline, blade following line of neck. Eyes round, surrounded with bare skin. 
Brow heavily covered with feathers becoming gradually longer towards the rear, with a 
tendency to join behind the neck. Beard as full and developed as possible, composed of 
long feathers turned horizontally from the two sides of beak, and vertically under the 
beak downwards, the whole forming three ovals in a triangular group. Ear-lobes incon-
spicuous. Wattles as small as possible.
Neck: Furnished with silky feathers starting behind the beard at sides of throat, with a 
tendency to join behind the neck to form a mane; hackle very thick and convexly arched 
(boule), reaching to shoulder and saddle and covering the whole back.
Legs and feet: Legs strong and well apart, the hocks having clusters of long, stiff feath-
ers close together, starting from the lower outer thigh, inclined downwards and follow-
ing outline of wings. Front and outside of shanks must be covered with feathers, short 
at top of shanks and gradually increasing in length towards the foot feather; footings 
turned outwards horizontally, with ends slightly curved backwards. Outer toe and 
outside of middle toe covered with feathers similar to shank feather.

Female

With certain exceptions the general characteristics are similar to those of the male, 
allowing for the natural sexual differences.
Carriage and appearance: A quiet little bird, short, thick and cobby.
Beard: Resembling that of the male but formed with softer and more open feathers.
Neck: Hackles very thick and convexly arched, composed of broad and rounded feath-
ers, the shape of the mane resembling that of the male.
Tail: Short, fl at in width and not high, the lower main feathers diminishing evenly in 
length.

Weights

Dwarf, as small as possible. The British Belgian Bantam Club does not advocate a weight 
standard but, purely as a general guide, suggests, with usual variations for age and 
maturity:
Male 790–910 g (28–32 oz) max.
Female 680–790 g (24–28 oz) max.

Scale of points

Type (muff and beard 15, neck hackle 15, feet and hocks 15, wings and tail 10) 55
Head, comb and beak 10
Colour 15
Size 5
General appearance  15
 100

Serious defects

Strongly developed wattles. Conspicuous ear-lobes. Squirrel or wry tail. Excessive length 
of leg.
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Millefl eur Belgian Barbu d’Uccle female

Porcelaine Barbu d’Uccle male
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Disqualifi cations

Any trace of faking. Wattles cut or removed. Comb other than single. Absence of beard 
or whiskers. Poorly feathered shanks or feet. More than four toes. Yellow legs, feet or 
skin.

BARBU DE WATERMAEL
General characteristics: male

(The Barbu de Watermael is always crested and clean legged.)
Carriage and appearance: Proud little bantam characterized by its beard and small 
crest. Always on the move, perky.
Type: Breast rounded, carried forward and well up. Back short and sloping backwards. 
Wings medium length, carried sloping towards ground, curving beneath tail in female, 
spread lower by the male. Tail slightly open and carried well off the perpendicular. The 
sickles quite short and only slightly curved.
Head: Appears large because of the crest and whiskers, skull normal. Rose comb, 
medium sized (length 3 cm, width 1 cm) covered with small tooth-like points, ending 
with three small leaders. Crest quite bushy, not too long, slightly erect and ‘fl ying’ 
backwards. Beak rather short, slightly curved. Ear-lobes and wattles rudimentary only 
and covered by muff and beard. Ear-lobes preferably white. Muff and beard well devel-
oped and forming a trilobe.
Neck: Hackles thick forming a mane at the back.
Legs and feet: Thighs hidden by feathers of abdomen, shanks medium length (5 cm), 
fi ne. Toes four, smooth.

Female

Allowing for the natural sexual differences, the characteristics are the same as for the 
male except for the following.
Crest: Semi-globular, but much smaller than that of the Poland and not interfering with 
the sight of the bird.
Neck: Hackles not as thick as the male’s but still forming a mane.
Back: A little longer than that of the male.
Tail: Closed, but carried at the same angle as that of the male.
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Weights

Male 600–700 g (21–241–2  oz) according to age
Female 450–550 g (151–2 –191–2 oz) according to age

Minor defects

Two leaders at end of comb instead of three. Gypsy face, or traces of dark pigmentation. 
Red ear-lobes.

Serious defects

Size too large. Light eyes. Wattles too developed. Beard insuffi cient or not trilobed. Tail 
open in hen or fan-shape in male, long sickles in male. Longitudinal furrow in top of 
the comb.

Scale of points

Type 50
Head and crest 10
Beard and hackle 10
Colour 10
Legs and feet 5
Wings  15
 100



Disqualifi cations

Poland-type skull or crest, crest too narrow. Yellow colouring of legs, feet or skin.

Colours for all Belgian bantams

Main colours only are fully described. Belgian bantams exist in an extraordinary choice 
of colours, probably unequalled in any other breed, and much too numerous to be given 
in detail. 

Comb, ear-lobes and rudimentary wattles are red in all colour varieties.

The millefl eur
Male plumage: This is a very intricate and attractive colour scheme. Briefl y, the head 
is orange-red with white points. The beard is of black feathers laced with very light 
chamois, each feather ending with a round black spot with a white triangular tip. Neck 
hackle black with golden shafts, and broadly bordered with orange-red, each feather 
having a black end tipped with a white point. The extraordinary abundance of neck 
hackle makes the main colour appear wholly orange-red, the black parts being scarcely 
visible. Back red, shading to orange towards saddle hackle. Wing bows mahogany-red, 
each feather tipped with white; wing bars russet-red with lustrous green-black pea-
shaped spots at ends, fi nishing with silvery white triangular tips, the whole forming 
regular bars across the wings. Primaries black with a thin edging of chamois on outside; 
the visible lower third of each secondary feather chamois, upper two-thirds black. 
Remainder of wing a uniform chamois, each feather having at end a large pea-shaped 
white spot on a black triangle, the tips spaced evenly to conform with shape and outline 
of wing. (Note the reversal of these pattern-markings from the normal arrangement.) 

Blue Barbu de Watermael female
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Tail feathers black with a metallic-green lustre, having a fi ne edging or lacing of dark 
chamois, and terminating with a white triangle. Breast, foot feathering and remainder 
of plumage throughout of golden-chamois ground colour, each feather having a light 
chamois shaft and fi nished with a black pea-shaped spot tipped with a white triangle.
Female plumage: Ground colour uniform golden-chamois, each feather terminating 
with a black pea-shaped spot tipped with a white triangle. Tail feathers black, fi nely 
laced with chamois and with white tips. Wings markings and other plumage as described 
for male, allowing for natural sexual differences.

In both sexes: Eyes orange-red with black pupils. Beak and nails slate-blue. Legs and 
feet slate-blue.
Defects to be avoided: Ground colour too light or washed out. White markings exces-
sively gay or unevenly distributed.

The porcelaine
Male and female plumage: This is an extraordinarily delicate colour pattern. Markings 
and patterns generally are as described for millefl eur in both sexes, with the exception 
that ground colour is light straw and the pea-shaped spots are pale blue, tipped with 
white triangles. Pale blue is substituted for the black of the millefl eur in both sexes.

In both sexes: Eyes orange-red with black pupils. Beak and nails slate-blue. Legs and 
feet slate-blue.
Defects to be avoided: Ground colour too light or washed out. White markings too gay 
or unevenly distributed. Bareness or very poor quality feathering across the wing bows 
of the male.

The quail
Male plumage: This is a very striking colour scheme, with head feathers dark green-
black, fi nely laced with gold. Crest of Watermael black ground colour with buff lacing 
and buff shafts. Beard golden-buff or nankin, shading darker towards the eyes, where 
plumage is black, fi nely laced with gold. Neck hackle with brilliant black ground, sharply 
laced with buff, having a golden lustre and yellowish-buff shafts. Back black ground 
colour with gold lacing, starting in middle of feathers and narrowing towards the tips, 
forming lance-like points with golden silky barbs and well defi ned light ochre-coloured 
shafts from root to point. These feathers are relatively broad under the neck, but nar-
rower and longer nearing the saddle hackle. Colour more intense and black ground more 
pronounced towards the saddle hackle. Wing bows light gold, lower half of each feather 
black and clearly defi ned from the upper half, which should be nankin; wing bars light 
ochre, each feather having black triangular tip, the triangles forming two regular bars 
across the wing; bottom third of secondaries chamois colour, other two-thirds dull black; 
primaries dull black, hidden when the wing is closed. Tail black with metallic-green 
lustre, fi nely bordered with brown and with faintly defi ned light shafts. Sickles black, 
side hangers black, laced with chamois, with well defi ned light shafts. Breast nankin, 
each feather fi nely laced with ochre (yellowish-buff), the shafts being distinct and clear. 
Thighs same colour as breast, abdomen and underparts greyish-brown, with silky, 
golden barb-shaped tips.

The general effect is that in this variety all the upper parts are dark and the lower 
parts light, giving the appearance of being covered with a dark chequered cloak. The 
dominating dark tint is chocolate/black, with a soft silvery lustre, known amongst artists 
as ‘umber’. The general light tone is nankin or yellow-ochre, and well defi ned light shafts 
are important.
Female plumage: Head, face and neck covered with feathers which increase in size as 
they near the body, ground colour umber with very fi ne gold lacing. Crest of Watermael 
umber ground colour, with gold lacing and shafts. Neck velvety, darker than the back 
and clearly detached from it. Shaft and lacing clearer and more golden towards the 
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breast. Back covered with umber-coloured feathers having a silvery velvety lustre, each 
feather dark, fi nely laced with chamois and with bright nankin shafts showing in strong 
contrast. Wings the same colour as back, dark umber fi nely laced with chamois, feathers 
broader and brighter towards lower part of wing; primaries are hidden when wing is 
closed and are dark, intense umber. Tail plumage and cushion similar to back and of 
same character. Breast, clear even nankin, the shafts pale and distinct, feathers nearing 
the wings fi nely and progressively bordered with dark umber, forming a distinctive 
colour pattern.

In both sexes: Eyes dark brown (nearly black) with black pupils. Legs and feet slate-
grey. Beak and nails horn.
Defects to be avoided: Salmon or brownish breast.

The blue quail
Male and female plumage: Similar to the quail in all respects except that black mark-
ings are replaced by blue.

The silver quail
Male plumage: Head covered with feathers of a dark greenish-black, fi nely laced with 
white. Beard, white, going darker towards the eyes where the feathers assume a black 
ground colour fi nely laced with white. Neck hackle, silky feathers with a brilliant black 
ground sharply laced with white, and having a light-coloured shaft. Breast, deep solid 
white with shafts being very distinct and clear. Back, black to umber with a lacing of 
white, which starts at the middle of the feather and gets narrower towards the top, 
forming a lance-like point with white barbs, clearer than the lacing, ending in the upper 
part of the feather. The shaft well defi ned. Light colour divides the feather from the root 
to the point. These feathers are relatively broader under the neck hackle, becoming nar-
rower and longer. Towards the saddle hackle, the colours become more intense, the 
black ground more noticeable in proportion as it approaches the end of the saddle hackle 
feathers. Wings, bows white, lower half of each feather black to umber and laced with 
white; wing bars, white each feather having a black triangular tip, the triangles forming 
two regular bars across the wing; bottom third of secondaries white, other two thirds 
dull black; primaries dull black hidden when wing is closed. Tail, black with metallic-
green lustre fi nely bordered with dull black/umber and with fi nely defi ned light shafts. 
Sickles black. Thighs, same as breast – white. Abdomen and underparts, greyish-white 
with silky white barb-shaped tips.

The general effect is the same as for the normal, blue and lavender quail. The upper 
parts are dark and the lower parts are light, giving the appearance of being covered with 
a dark chequered cloak. The dominating dark tint is chocolate/black with a soft silvery 
lustre known as ‘umber’. The light tone is white and well defi ned light shafts are 
important.
Female plumage: Head, face and neck ground colour umber with fi ne white lacing. 
Beard as in male. Neck velvety, darker than the back and clearly detached from it. Shaft 
and lacing clearer and more white towards the breast. Breast clear even solid white. The 
shafts pale and distinct. Feathers nearing the wings fi nely and progressively bordered 
with dark umber, forming a distinctive pattern. Back covered with umber-coloured 
feathers having a silvery lustre, each feather dark, fi nely laced with white, with white/
bright shafts showing in stronger contrast. Wings same as the back, dark umber fi nely 
laced with white feathers broader and brighter towards the lower part of the wing; pri-
maries are hidden when the wing is closed and are dark intense umber. Tail and cushion, 
similar to back and of same character.

In both sexes: Eyes dark brown (nearly black) with black pupils. Legs and feet slate-
grey. Beak and nails horn.
Defects to be avoided: Salmon, brown or nankin on breast.
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The lavender quail
In this colour the dark upper parts of the normal quail are replaced by pale silvery-blue 
(uniform throughout the body) and the lower light parts are replaced by straw varying 
to cream according to the area of the body and the sex.
Male plumage: Head feathers laced with cream. Beard cream, darkening to straw 
towards the eyes, laced with gold. Neck hackle sharply laced in cream with golden lustre 
with lightish shafts. Back cream laced, golden-straw barbs, cream shafts. Wing bows 
light cream. The lower part of the feather clearly defi ned from the upper half which 
should be straw. Wing bars light ochre; bottom third of secondaries, cream. Tail bor-
dered with golden-straw. Side hangers laced with chamois. Breast cream laced with ochre 
with distinct shafts. Thighs same as the breast. Abdomen and underparts silver/bluish-
grey with straw barb-shaped tips.
Female plumage: Head, face and neck cream laced. Beard as in the male. Breast cream, 
shafts pale and distinct. Back feathers laced with cream/straw with light shafts. Wings 
same as back laced with cream, going lighter towards bottom of the wing. Tail plumage 
and cushion similar to back.

In both sexes: Eyes orange-red with black pupils. Beak, nails, legs and feet 
slate-blue.
Defects to be avoided: Salmon, brown, nankin or white on breast.

The cuckoo
Male and female plumage: Uniformly cuckoo coloured, with transverse bands of dark 
bluish-grey on light grey ground. Each feather must have at least three bands.

In both sexes: Eyes orange-red. Legs, feet, beak and nails white, often spotted with 
bluish-grey in young birds.
Defects to be avoided: Feathers white or spotted with white, excessive number of black 
feathers, red on shoulders, wings and hackle.

The black mottled
Male and female plumage: All feathers black with metallic-green lustre, regularly tipped 
with white, tips varying in size with the feather. Excessive white markings or uneven 
distribution to be avoided.

In both sexes: Eyes dark red. Legs and feet slate-blue or blackish. Beak and nails dark 
horn.

The black
Male and female plumage: Black all over with metallic-green lustre, avoiding false 
colouring.

In both sexes: Eyes black, in Watermael dark brown. Legs and feet blue (blackish in 
young birds). Beak and nails black or very dark horn.

The white
Male and female plumage: Clear white throughout, avoiding false colours, straw tinge 
or yellow tint on back.

In both sexes: Eyes orange-red. Legs, feet, beak and nails white.

The lavender, or Renold’s blue
Male and female plumage: This is a true-breeding pale silvery-blue, all the feathers 
being of one uniform shade.

In both sexes: Eyes orange-red with black pupils. Beak and nails slate-blue. Legs and 
feet slate-blue.
Defects to be avoided: Any straw colouring in the hackles of the male.
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The blue
Male plumage: Hackles, saddle, wing bow, back and tail dark slate-blue, also crest of 
Watermael. Remainder medium slate-blue, each feather to show lacing of darker 
shade.
Female plumage: Medium slate-blue with darker lacing all through, except head and 
neck, dark slate-blue.

In both sexes: Beak dark slate or horn. Eyes dark red or red-brown. Legs and feet 
slate. Nails dark slate or horn.

Other colours
These include blue mottled (similarly marked to black mottled); ermine (black-pointed 
white); fawn ermine (black-pointed fawn or pale buff); partridge; silver and gold. Not 
all these colours are seen regularly in this country, but there is practically no limit to 
the sub-varieties capable of being produced in these very charming breeds.

BARBU D’EVERBERG (Rumpless d’Uccle)

BARBU DU GRUBBE (Rumpless d’Anvers)
The above two types should follow the types in every respect except for the 
following.

General characteristics: male

Tail completely absent, the whole of the lower back being covered with saddle 
feathers.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

As for all Belgian bantam types.

Disqualifi cations

Any sign of tail.

BOOTED BANTAM
Origin: Europe
Classifi cation: True bantam: Rare
Egg colour: Tinted

These have a complex history which spreads over Great Britain, Germany (where they 
are named Federfußige Zwerghühner), The Netherlands (where they are named Sabel-
poot) and Belgium (where they were crossed with Barbu d’Anvers to make Barbu 
d’Uccles). Although Black and White Booted bantams are believed to have been devel-
oped in the UK, all colours of Booteds have been rare here since they were overshadowed 
by Barbu d’Uccles when they were fi rst imported in 1911. Fortunately, they are much 

Booted Bantam 75



more popular in Germany and The Netherlands where large numbers in a wide range 
of colour varieties can be seen at the major shows. There has been a revival of interest 
in the UK since the 1990s. Booteds have tighter neck feathering than Barbu d’Uccles, 
with no beard or neck boule. Some young Booteds can seem too tall and narrow, but 
they usually become stocky, compact and full feathered when fully mature.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Erect and strutting.
Type: Body short and compact. Full and prominent breast. Short back, furnished with 
long and abundant saddle feathers. Large, long wings, carried at the same angle as, and 
more or less resting on, the vulture hocks. Large tail, full and upright; sickles a little 
longer than the main tail feathers and slightly curved. Coverts long, abundant and nicely 
curved.
Head: Skull small. Beak rather stout, of medium length. Eyes bright and prominent. 
Comb single, small, fi rm, perfectly straight and upright, well serrated. Face of fi ne 
texture, free from hairs. Ear-lobes small and fl at. Wattles small, fi ne and well 
rounded.
Neck: Fairly short, but upright. Hackle feathering is full but straight, with no boule 
formation as seen on Barbu d’Uccles.
Legs and feet: Thighs powerful, well feathered with strongly developed vulture hocks, 
consisting of long rigid feathers which almost touch the ground. Fairly short shanks 
which are heavily furnished with long and rather stiff feathers on the outer sides. Toes, 
four, straight and well spread. The outer and middle toes being very heavily 
feathered.
Plumage: Long and abundant.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Black, as lustrous as possible.

In both sexes: Beak black or horn. Eyes dark red or very dark brown. Comb, face, 
wattles and ear-lobes bright red. Legs and feet black.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure snow-white.

In both sexes: Beak white. Eyes red. Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes bright red. 
Legs and feet white.

The black mottled, the blue, the cuckoo, the lavender, the millefl eur, the 
porcelaine
Colour as described for Belgian bantams.

The lemon millefl eur
Markings and pattern are as described for the millefl eur, but with a delicate lemon-gold 
ground colour.

The silver millefl eur
Markings and pattern are as described for the millefl eur, but with a pure silver-white 
ground colour.
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White Booted Bantam male

The buff mottled
Male and female plumage: Golden-buff with a round white spangle at the end of each 
feather in all parts except for the tail which is clear white.

In both sexes: Beak light blue. Eyes red. Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes bright red. 
Legs and feet light blue.

Other colours
Many other colours are shown in Germany and The Netherlands, including: barred, 
birchen, blue millefl eurs, blue mottled, blue partridge, buff, buff columbian, columbian, 
gold duckwing, lavender, lavender mottled, partridge, pile, red, red mottled and silver 
duckwing.

Weights

Male 850 g (30 oz)
Female 750 g (27 oz)

Scale of points

Type 25
Head 15
Colour (of plumage 15, legs and beak 5) 20
Leg and foot feathering 15
Size 10
Condition  15
 100



Serious defects

Other than single comb or more than four toes on each foot. Squirrel, wry or low tail 
carriage. Wrong leg colour. Legs too short or too long. Any deformity.

BRAHMA
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Asia
Classifi cation: Heavy: Soft feather
Egg colour: Tinted

Although the name Brahma is taken from the river Brahmaputra in India, it is now 
generally agreed that they were created in America from large feather-legged birds 
imported from China in the 1840s known as Shanghais. These were crossed with Malay 
type birds from India, known as Grey Chittagongs, which introduced the pea comb and 
the beetle brow. Rivalry between breeders of various strains led to a wide variety of 
names and much confusion. A panel of judges meeting in Boston, USA, in 1852 declared 
the offi cial name to be Brahmapootras later shortened to Brahma. After a consignment 
of nine birds was sent to Queen Victoria in 1852, the Brahma became one of the leading 
Asiatic breeds in this country. Both light and pencilled Brahmas were included in the 
Poultry Club’s fi rst Book of Standards in 1865.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Sedate, but fairly active.
Type: Body broad, square and deep. Back short, either fl at or slightly hollow between 
the shoulders, the saddle rising halfway between the hackle and the tail until it reaches 
the tail coverts. Breast full, with horizontal keel. Wings medium sized with lower line 
horizontal, free from twisted or slipped feathers, well tucked under the saddle feathers, 
which should be of ample length. Tail of medium length, rising from the line of the 
saddle and carried nearly upright, the quill feathers well spread, the coverts broad and 
abundant, well curved, and almost covering the quill feathers.
Head: Small, rather short, of medium breadth, and with slight prominence over the 
eyes. Beak short and strong. Eyes large, prominent. Comb triple or ‘pea’, small, closely 
fi tting and drooping behind. Face smooth, free from feathers or hairs. Ear-lobes long 
and fi ne, free from feathers. Wattles small, fi ne and rounded, free from feathers.
Neck: Long, covered with hackle feathers that reach well down to the shoulders, a 
depression being apparent at the back between the head feathers and the upper 
hackle.
Legs and feet: Legs moderately long, powerful, well apart, and feathered. Thighs large 
and covered in front by the lower breast feathers. Fluff soft, abundant, covering the hind 
parts, and standing out behind the thighs. Hocks amply covered with soft rounded 
feathers, or with quill feathers provided they are accompanied with proportionately 
heavy shank and foot feathering. Shank feather profuse, standing well out from legs and 
toes, extending under the hock feathers and to the extremity of the middle and outer 
toes, profuse leg and foot feather without vulture hock being desirable. Toes, four, 
straight and spreading.
Plumage: Profuse, but hard and close compared with the Cochin.
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Female

With the exception of the neck and legs, which are rather short, the general character-
istics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual differences.

Colour

The dark
Male plumage: Head silver-white. Neck and saddle hackles silver-white, with a sharp 
stripe of brilliant black in the centre of each feather tapering to a point near its extremity 
and free from white shaft. Breast, underpart of body, thighs and fl uff intense glossy 
black. Back silver-white, except between the shoulders where the feathers are glossy 
black laced with white. Wing bows silver-white; primaries black, mixed with occasional 
feathers having a narrow white outside edge; secondaries, part of outer web (forming 
‘bay’) white, remainder (‘butt’) black; coverts glossy black, forming a distinct bar across 
the wing when folded. Tail black, or coverts laced (edged) with white. Leg feathers black, 
or slightly mixed with white.
Female plumage: Head silver-white or striped with black or grey. Neck hackle similar 
to that of the male, or pencilled centres. Tail black, or edged with grey, or pencilled. 
Remainder any shade of clear grey fi nely pencilled with black or a darker shade of grey 
than the ground colour, following the outline of each feather, sharply defi ned, uniform 
and numerous.

The light
Male plumage: Head and neck hackle as in the dark variety. Saddle white preferably, 
but white slightly striped with black in birds having very dark neck hackles. Wing pri-
maries black or edged with white; secondaries white outside and black on part of inside 
web. Tail black, or edged with white. Remainder clear white, with white, blue-white, 
or slate undercolour, not visible when the feathers are undisturbed. Black-and-white 
admissible in toe feathering. Shank feathers white.
Female plumage: Neck hackle silver-white striped with black (dense at the lower part 
of the hackle), the black centre of each feather entirely surrounded by a white margin. 
In other respects the colour of the female is similar to that of the male.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure white throughout.

The gold
Male plumage: Head rich gold. Neck and saddle hackles, rich gold, with sharp stripe 
of brilliant black in the centre of each feather tapering to a point near its extremity and 
free from gold shaft. Breast, underparts of body, thighs and fl uff intense glossy black. 
Back rich gold except between the shoulders where the feathers may be laced with gold. 
Wing bows bright red; primaries black, with a narrow outer edge of rich bay; secondar-
ies, outer web (forming ‘bay’) partly bay, free from outer edge of black, remainder 
(forming ‘butt’) black. Wing coverts glossy black, forming a distinct bar across the wing 
when folded. Tail black or coverts edged with gold. Footings and leg feathers black, or 
slightly mixed with gold.
Female plumage: Head rich gold or striped with black. Neck hackle rich with sharp 
brilliant black striping free from shaftiness, the striping completely surrounded by gold. 
Tail black, edged with gold or pencilled. Remainder of plumage rich, even, clear gold, 
fi nely pencilled with black; the markings numerous, sharply defi ned and uniform, fol-
lowing the outline of the feather.

Brahma 79



Dark Brahma male, large

Dark Brahma female, bantam
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Light Brahma female, bantam

Gold Brahma male, large
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Buff columbian Brahma female, large

Gold Brahma female, large
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Blue partridge
Male and female plumage: Exactly the same as the gold partridge but with all black 
parts replaced with a clear even blue.

The buff columbian
Male plumage: Head golden-buff. Neck and saddle hackles golden-buff, with a sharp 
stripe of brilliant black in the centre of each feather tapering to a point near its extremity 
and free from buff shaft. Saddle golden-buff preferably, but slightly striped with black 
in birds having very dark neck hackles. Wing primaries black or edged with golden-buff; 
secondaries golden-buff outside and black on part of inside web. Tail black, or edged 
with golden-buff. Remainder a clear golden-buff, with buff or slate undercolour. Black 
and buff in toe feathering. Shank feather buff.
Female plumage: Neck hackle golden-buff striped with black (dense at the lower part 
of the hackle), the black centre of each feather entirely surrounded by a golden-buff 
margin. In other respects the colour of the female is similar to that of the male.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak yellow or yellow and black. Eyes orange-red. Comb, face, ear-lobes and wattles 
bright red. Legs and feet orange-yellow or yellow.

Weights

Male 4.55–5.45 kg (10–12 lb)
Female 3.20–4.10 kg (7–9 lb)

Scale of points

Type, size and carriage 35
Colour (including purity and brilliance), markings and feather 30
Legs and feet (including foot feather and leg colour) 15
Head and eye 15
Condition    5
 100

Serious defects

Comb other than ‘pea’ type. Badly twisted hackle or wing feathers. Total absence of leg 
feather. Great want of size in adults. Total want of condition. White legs. Any deformity. 
Buff on any part of the plumage of light. Much red or yellow in the plumage, or much 
white in the tail of dark males. Utter want of pencilling, or patches of brown or red in 
the plumage of dark females. Split or slipped wings. Comb coarse or excessively large. 
White in fl ights of the colour varieties.

BANTAM
Brahma bantams are exact miniatures of their large fowl counterparts so all standard 
points apply.

Weights

Male 1080 g (38 oz) max.
Female 910 g (32 oz) max.
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BRAKEL
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Belgium
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: White

Brakel is a village near the market town of Aalst/Alost, north-west of Brussels in Belgium. 
The Brakel fowl was once kept on almost every farm and smallholding in its home area, 
and was generally more important in Belgium than the neighbouring breed, the Campine, 
which became better known in other countries. There is still an active Brakel Club in 
Belgium. Brakel males, which have normal cock feathering, are easily distinguished from 
the hen-feathered Campine males. The females of both breeds are very similar, but Brakel 
hens are heavier and stockier.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Alert and graceful.
Type: Body proportionately long and deep, back moderately long, wide at the shoulders, 
narrowing to base of the tail, sloping slightly from shoulders to tail. Breast full, wide, 
deep, well rounded, carried well forward but not beyond a line drawn perpendicular 
with tip of beak. Wings moderately long and large, carried high, well above lower thighs, 
tips concealed by saddle feathers and ending short of stern. Main tail feathers broad, 
long, carried well back at an angle of 45° and well spread, sickles broad, long and well 
curved, lesser sickles, coverts and saddle hackles long and abundant.
Head: Medium size, broad and deep. Beak medium length slightly curved. Comb single, 
upright, of medium size evenly serrated, the back carried well out just clear of the neck, 
slightly coarse in texture. Eyes full, round and bright. Face smooth and free from wrin-
kles. Ear-lobes medium sized, oval shaped and smooth. Wattles medium size, well 
rounded, free from wrinkles or folds.
Neck: Moderately long, gracefully arched and well covered with hackle feathers.
Legs and feet: Moderately long shanks, round and free from feathers. Toes, four, 
medium length and well spread.

Female

With the exception of the single comb which falls gracefully over one side of the face, 
the general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual 
differences.

Colour

The gold
Male plumage: Head, back and saddle hackles rich golden-bay, remainder beetle-green 
black barring on rich golden-bay ground. Each feather must be barred in a transverse 
direction with the end of the feather golden-bay, the bars being clear and with well 
defi ned edges, running across each feather so as to form, as near as possible, rings around 
the body. The markings on the tail, wings, thighs and fl uff are black, being twice as 
wide as the ground colour. The black on the breast and body is of equal width with the 
ground colour.
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Female plumage: With the exception of the back and saddle which should be barred 
with the black being twice the width of the ground colour, the rest of the plumage is as 
the male.

The silver
Male plumage: Head, neck hackle, back and saddle hackles pure white, remainder 
beetle-green black barring on pure white ground, the markings being as in the gold.
Female plumage: Head and neck hackle pure white, remainder beetle-green black 
barring on pure white ground, the markings being as in the gold.

In both sexes and colours
Beak horn. Eyes dark brown with black pupil. Comb, face and wattles bright red. Ear-
lobes white. Legs and feet leaden blue. Toenails horn. Undercolour slate.

Weights

Male 3.20 kg (7 lb)
Female 2.75 kg (6 lb)

Scale of points

Type 20
Markings 20
Colour 20
Head 15
Size 10
Legs and feet  10
Condition    5
 100

Silver Brakel male, bantam
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Serious defects

Lack of barring on breast, indistinct barring on female’s back. White in face. Lack of 
size in adult birds. Excess ticking in neck hackle. Male’s comb twisted, oversize or falling 
over. Dark pigmentation in comb of female. Any deformity.

BANTAM
Brakel bantams should follow exactly the standard for the large fowl.

Weights

Male 790 g (28 oz)
Female 700 g (24 oz)

CAMPINE
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Belgium
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: White

The Campine (pronounced kam-peen) originated in the northern part of Belgium around 
Antwerp. It is closely related to the Brakel (also Belgium), Chaamse Hoen (The Nether-
lands) and Hergines fowl (northern France). Most Campine males bred in Belgium before 
1900 had normal cock feathering, although hen-feathered males appeared occasionally. 
The difference between Brakels and Campines then was in build and weight, the Camp-
ines being slimmer.

British poultry expert Edward Brown wrote about Campines in 1897, soon leading 
to the fi rst importation by Thomas Braken of Lancaster. A Campine Club was formed 
here about 1900. The Club members had heard about the hen-feathered males, but did 
not have any at fi rst. They were keen to adopt them as their standard male to avoid the 
complications of double mating experienced by breeders of Pencilled Hamburghs. The 
fi rst hen-feathered male in the UK, a silver from eggs imported from Belgium, won at 
several shows in 1904. Sons of this bird were spread around club members, some of 
whom crossed them with gold females to produce hen-feathered gold males by 1911. 
Rosecombed Campines briefl y appeared in the 1920s and 1930s. Campine bantams have 
appeared from time to time since the 1950s.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Alert and graceful.
Type: Body broad, close and compact. Back rather long, narrowing to the tail. Breast 
full and round. Wings large and neatly tucked. Tail carried fairly high and well spread. 
Campine males are hen feathered, without sickles or pointed neck and saddle hackles. 
The top two tail feathers slightly curved.
Head: Moderately long, deep, and inclined to width. Beak rather short. Eyes prominent. 
Comb single, upright, of medium size, evenly serrated, the back carried well out and 
clear of neck; free from excrescences. Face smooth. Ear-lobes inclined to almond shape, 
medium size, free from wrinkles. Wattles long and fi ne.
Neck: Moderately long and well covered with hackle feathers. The formation of the 
neck feathers in the Campine is called the cape.
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Legs and feet: Legs moderately long. Shanks and feet free from feathers. Toes, four, 
slender and well spread.

Female

With the exception of the single comb which falls gracefully over one side of the face, 
the general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual 
differences.

Colour

The gold
Male and female plumage: Head and neck hackle rich gold, not a washed-out yellow. 
Remainder beetle-green barring on rich gold ground. Every feather must be barred in a 
transverse direction with the end gold, the bars being clear and with well defi ned edges, 
running across the feather so as to form, as near as possible, rings round the body and 
three times as wide as the ground (gold) colour. On the breast and underparts of the 
body the barrings should be straight or slightly curved; on the back, shoulders, saddle 
and tail they may be of a V-shaped pattern, but preferably straight.

The silver
Male and female plumage: Head and neck hackle pure white. Remainder beetle-green 
barring on pure white ground, the markings being as in the gold.

In both sexes and colours
Beak horn. Eyes dark brown with black pupil. Comb, face and wattles bright red. Ear-
lobes white. Legs and feet leaden blue. Toenails horn.

Weights

Male 2.70 kg (6 lb)
Female 2.25 kg (5 lb)

Scale of points

Size 10
Head (comb 5, eyes 5, lobes 5) 15
Colour (cape 12, sheen 10) 22
Tail (development and carriage) 8
Legs and feet 5
Markings 30
Condition  10
 100

Interpretation

The ideal is a bird clearly, distinctly and evenly barred all over with the sole exception 
of its neck hackle, which should be of the ground colour of the body. So that, taking 
the fi ve main points of the bird – viz. neck hackle, top (including back, shoulders and 
saddle), tail, wing and breast – each is of as much importance as another, and judges 
are requested to bear in mind that a specimen excelling in one or two particulars but 
defective in others should stand no chance against one of fair average merit throughout. 
Special attention should be paid to size, type and fullness of front in breeding and judging 
Campines.
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Serious defects

Sickle feathers or pointed hackles on the males. Bars and ground colour of equal width. 
Ground colour pencilled. Comb at the back too near the neck. Side spikes (or sprigs) 
on comb. Legs other than leaden blue. White in face. Red eyes. Feather or fl uff on 
shanks. Any deformity. Dark pigmentation in combs of females. White toenails. Slate-
blue beak. Black around the eyes.

BANTAM
Campine bantams should follow exactly the standard for the large fowl.

Weights

Male 680 g (24 oz)
Female 570 g (20 oz)

COCHIN
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Asia
Classifi cation: Heavy: Soft feather
Egg colour: Tinted

The Cochin, as we know it today, originally came from China in the early 1850s, where 
it was known as the Shanghai, and later still as the Cochin-China. The breed created a 
sensation in this country in poultry circles because of its immense size and table proper-
ties. Moreover, it was an excellent layer. It was developed, however, for wealth of feather 
and fl uff for exhibition purposes to the extent that its utility characteristics were 
neglected, if not made impossible, in winning types. There are no Cochin bantams.

General characteristics: male

General shape and carriage: Massive and deep. Carriage rather forward, high at stern, 
and dignifi ed.
Type: Body large and deep. Back broad and very short. Saddle very broad and large 
with a gradual and decided rise towards the tail forming a harmonious line with it. 
Breast broad and full, as low down as possible. Wings small and closely clipped up, the 
fl ights being neatly and entirely tucked under the secondaries. Tail small, soft, with as 
little hard quill as possible, and carried low or nearly fl at.
Head: Small. Beak rather short, curved and very stout at base. Eyes large and fairly 
prominent. Comb single, upright, small perfectly straight, of fi ne texture, neatly arched 
and evenly serrated, free from excrescences. Face smooth, as free as possible from feath-
ers or hairs. Ear-lobes suffi ciently developed to hang nearly or quite as low as the wattles, 
which are long, thin and pendant.
Neck: Rather short, carried somewhat forward, handsomely curved, thickly furnished 
with hackle feathers which fl ow gracefully over shoulders.
Legs and feet: Thighs large and thickly covered with fl uffy feathers standing out in 
globular form; hocks entirely covered with soft curling feathers, but as free as possible 
from any stiff quills (vulture hocks). Shanks short, stout in bone, plumage long, begin-
ning just below hocks and covering front and outer sides of shanks, from which it should 
be outstanding, the upper part growing out from under thigh plumage and continuing 
into foot feathering. There should be no marked break in the outlines between the 
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plumage of these sections. Toes, four, well spread, straight, middle and outer toes heavily 
feathered to ends. Slight feathering of other two toes is a good sign to breeders.

Female

With certain exceptions the general characteristics are similar to those of the male, 
allowing for the natural sexual differences. Comb and wattles as small as possible. The 
body more square than the male’s and the shoulders more prominent. The back very 
fl at, wide and short, with the cushion exceedingly broad, full and convex, rising from 
as far forward as possible and almost burying the tail. Wings nearly buried in abundant 
body feathering and the tail very small. Breast full, as low as possible. General shape is 
‘lumpy’, massive and square. Carriage is forward, high at cushion, with a matronly 
appearance.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Rich black, well glossed, free from golden or reddish 
feathers.

In both sexes: Beak yellow, horn or black. Comb, face, ear-lobes and wattles bright 
red. Eyes bright red, dark red, hazel or nearly black. Legs dusky yellow or lizard.

The blue
Male plumage: Hackle, back and tail level shade of rich dark blue free from rust, sandi-
ness or bronze. Remainder even shade of blue free from lacing on breast, thighs or fl uff 
and free from rust, sandiness or bronze.
Female plumage: One even shade of blue free from lacing; pigeon blue preferred.

In both sexes: Beak yellow, horn or yellow slightly marked with horn. Comb, face, 
ear-lobes and wattles bright red. Eyes dark. Legs and feet blue with yellow tinge in 
pads.

The buff
Male plumage: Breast and underparts any shade of lemon-buff, silver-buff or cinnamon 
provided it is even and free from mottling. Head, hackle, back, shoulders, wings, tail 
and saddle may be any shade of deeper and richer colour which harmonises well – lemon, 
gold, orange or cinnamon – wings to be perfectly sound in colour and free from meali-
ness. White in tail very objectionable.
Female plumage: Body all over any even shade, free from mottled appearance. Hackle 
of a deeper colour to harmonise, free from black pencilling or cloudiness, cloudy hackles 
being especially objectionable. Tail free from black.

In both sexes: Beak rich yellow. Comb, face, ear-lobes and wattles brilliant red. Eyes 
to match plumage as nearly as possible, but red eyes preferred although rare. Legs bright 
yellow with shade of red between the scales.

The cuckoo
Male and female plumage: Dark blue-grey bands across the feather on blue-grey ground, 
the male’s hackle free from golden or red tinge, and his tail free from black or white 
feathers.

In both sexes: Beak rich bright yellow, but horn permissible. Comb, face, ear-lobes 
and wattles as in the black. Eyes bright red. Legs brilliant yellow.

The partridge and grouse
Male plumage: Neck and saddle hackle rich bright red or orange-red, each feather with 
a dense black stripe. Back, shoulder coverts and wing bow rich red, of a more decided 
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Black Cochin male

Cuckoo Cochin male



White Cochin male

Buff Cochin female
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and darker shade than the neck. Wing coverts green-black, forming a wide and sharply 
cut bar across the wing; secondaries rich bay outside, black inside, the end of every 
feather black; primaries very dark bay outside and dark inside. Saddle rich red or orange-
red, the same colour as, or one shade lighter than, the neck. Remainder glossy black, 
as intense as possible, white in tail objectionable.
Female plumage: Neck bright gold, rich gold, or orange-gold, with a broad black stripe 
in each feather, the marking extending well over the crown of the head. Remainder 
(including leg feathering) brown (darker in the grouse), distinctly pencilled in crescent 
form with rich dark brown or black, the pencilling being perfect and solid up to the 
throat.

In both sexes: Beak yellow or horn. Comb, face, ear-lobes and wattles as in the black. 
Eyes bright red. Legs yellow, but may be of a dusky shade.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure white, free from any straw or red shade.

In both sexes: Beak rich bright yellow. Comb, face, ear-lobes and wattles as in the 
black. Eyes pearl or bright red. Legs brilliant yellow.

Weights

Cock 4.55–5.90 kg (10–13 lb); cockerel 3.60–5.00 kg (8–11 lb)
Hen 4.10–5.00 kg (9–11 lb); pullet 3.20–4.10 kg (7–9 lb)

Scale of points

Type and size 30
Colour and plumage  25
Head 15
Legs and feet 15
Condition  15
 100

Serious defects

Primary wing feathers twisted on their axes. Utter absence of leg feather. Badly twisted 
or falling comb. Legs other than yellow or dusky yellow. Black spots in buffs. Brown 
mottling (if conspicuous) in partridge males, or pale breasts destitute of pencilling in 
partridge females. White or black feathers in cuckoos. Crooked back, wry tail or any 
other deformity.

CROAD LANGSHAN
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Asia
Classifi cation: Heavy: Soft feather
Egg colour: Brown

The fi rst importation of Langshans into this country was made by Major Croad and, 
as with other Asiatic breeds, controversy centred around it. Already there was the black 
Cochin and then the black Langshan, some contending both were one breed, and others 
that they were quite separate Chinese breeds. As developed here the breed was called 
the Croad Langshan after the name of the importer. In 1904, a Croad Langshan club 
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was formed to maintain the original stamp of the bird. The Modern Langshan has been 
developed along different lines and, in consequence, the two types are shown in separate 
classes at shows.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Graceful, well balanced, active and intelligent.
Type: Back of medium length, broad and fl at across shoulders, the saddle well fi lling 
the angle between the back and the tail as seen in profi le. In the male the back should 
appear shorter than in the female. Breast broad, deep and full (fuller in old bird) with 
long breastbone, the keel slightly rounded. Wings carried high, and well tucked up. Tail 
fan-shaped, well spread to right and left and carried rather high; it should be level with 
the head when the bird stands in position of attention; side hangers plentiful, and two 
sickle feathers on each side projecting some 15 cm (6 in) or more beyond rest. Abdomen 
capacious and resilient to touch, with fi ne pelvic bones. Saddle rather abundantly fur-
nished with hackles.
Head: Carried well back, small for size of bird, full over the eyes. Beak fairly long and 
slightly curved. Eyes large and intelligent. Comb single, upright, straight, medium or 
rather small, free from side sprigs, thick and fi rm at the base, becoming rather thin, fi ne 
and smooth in texture, evenly serrated with fi ve or six spikes (fi ve preferred). Face free 
of feathers. Ear-lobes well developed, pendant, and fi ne in texture. Wattles fi ne in quality 
and rather small.
Neck: Of medium length, with full neck hackle.
Legs and feet: Legs suffi ciently long to give a graceful carriage to the body which should 
be well balanced, an adult bird neither high nor low on leg. Thighs rather short but 
long enough to let the hocks stand clear of fl uff, well covered with soft feathers. Shanks 
medium length, well apart, feathered down outer sides (neither too scantily nor too 
heavily). Toes, four, long, straight and slender, the outer toe feathered.
Plumage: Rather soft, neither loose nor tight.
Table merits: Size for table purposes must be a great consideration, consistent with type. 
Bone medium or rather fi ne, in due proportion to size, but subordinate to amount of 
meat carried. Male has higher proportion of bone than female. Skin, thin and white. 
Flesh white.

Female

Hocks need not show in adult as she carries more fl uff than the male. Cushion fairly 
full but not obtrusive. Tail may have two feathers slightly curved and projecting about 
2.5 cm (1 in) beyond rest. In other respects similar to the general characteristics of the 
male, allowing for the natural sexual differences.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Surface dense black with beetle-green gloss free from purple 
or blue tinge. Undercolour dark grey, darker in the female. White in foot feather char-
acteristic and not a defect.

In both sexes: Beak light to dark horn, preferably light at tip and streaked with grey. 
Eyes brown, the darker the better, but not black (ideal is colour of ripe hazel nut, a 
Vandyke brown). Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes brilliant red. Shanks bluish black 
(bluish in adult birds, scales and toes nearly black in young birds) showing pink between 
scales especially on back and inner side of shank. In male bird intense red should show 
through the skin along outer side at base of shank feathers. Toes, the web and bottom 
of foot pinkish white, the deeper the pink the better; black spots on soles a serious fault. 
Toenails white, dark colour or black a serious fault.
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The white
The general characteristics are the same as for the original Croad above. Plumage is 
pure white, and the beak light horn. Eyes, comb, wattles and legs are as in the original 
Croad. Serious defects are black or coloured feathers, and black tips to the feathers.

Weights

Male 4.10 kg (9 lb) min.
Female 3.20 kg (7 lb) min.

Scale of points

Type and condition (shape 15, condition 10) 25
Body (girth 15, frame and bone 10) 25
Plumage (colour 15, furnishings and footings 10) 25
Head, feet and abdomen (head and feet 15, abdomen and pelvis 10)  25
 100

Note: It is left to discretion of judge to penalise any bad fault to the extent of 25 
points.

Disqualifi cations

Yellow legs or feet. Yellow in face at base of beak or in edge of eyelids. Five toes. Other 
than single comb. Permanent white in ear-lobes. Grey (light slate colour) in webbing of 
fl ights. Black or partly black soles of feet as distinct from black spots. Vulture hocks.

Highly objectionable (to be fi rmly discouraged)

Appreciable amount of purple or blue barring. Decided purple or blue tinge. Light eye 
(make some allowance for age). Yellow iris. Wry or squirrel tail. Marked scarcity or 
absence of leg and foot feather.

Not objectionable (in stock birds and not seriously against birds in 
show-pen, judges using their discretion)

Purple or blue barring in few feathers only where others are of good colour. Dark red 
in few feathers in neck hackle or on shoulders of male. White (not grey) in fl ights and 
secondaries. White tips on head of adult female. White tips or edging on breast in 
chicken feathers. Moderate amount of feathering on middle toe.

BANTAM
Croad Langshan bantams to follow large fowl standard.

Weights

Male 770–910 g (27–32 oz)
Female 650–790 g (23–28 oz)

DOMINIQUE
LARGE FOWL
Origin: America
Classifi cation: Heavy: Rare
Egg colour: Brown
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This is perhaps the oldest of the distinctive American breeds, being mentioned in the 
earliest poultry books as an indigenous and valued variety, as an excellent layer, very 
hardy and good for the table. They were fi rst seen in this country at the Birmingham 
Show of 1870 and re-imported in 1984.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Erect and graceful, denoting an active fowl.
Type: Body broad, full, compact. Back medium length, moderately broad rising with 
concave sweep to the tail. Breast broad, round and carried well up. Wings rather large, 
well folded and carried without drooping, the ends being covered by the saddle hackle. 
Tail long, full, slightly expanded, carried at an angle of 45° above the horizontal, main 
tail broad and overlapping, sickles long, well curved.
Head: Medium size, carried well up. Beak short, stout, well curved. Face surface 
smooth, skin fi ne and soft in texture. Eyes large, full and prominent. Comb rose, not so 
large as to overhang the eyes or beak, fi rm and straight on the head, square in front, 
uniform on both sides, free from hollow centre, terminating in a spike at the rear, the 
point of which turns slightly upward, the top covered with small points. Ear-lobes oval, 
of medium size. Wattles broad, medium in length, well rounded, smooth, fi ne in texture, 
free from folds or wrinkles.
Neck: Medium length, well arched, tapering. Hackle abundant.
Legs and feet: Medium length legs, set well apart, straight when viewed from in front, 
shanks fi ne, round and free from feathers. Toes four, well spread.
Plumage: Feathering soft but close, body fl uff moderately full.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

Male and female plumage: Slate. Feathers in all sections of the bird crossed throughout 
the entire plumage by irregular dark and light bars that stop short of positive black and 
white, the tip of each feather dark, free from shafting, brownish tinge or metallic sheen, 
excellence to be determined by distinct contrasts. The male may be one or two shades 
lighter than the female.

In both sexes: Beak, legs and feet yellow. Eyes reddish-brown. Face, comb, ear-lobes 
and wattles bright red. Undercolour slate.

Weights

Male 2.72–3.17 kg (6–7 lb)
Female 1.81–2.26 kg (4–5 lb)

Scale of points

Type 20
Colour 20
Markings 15
Head 15
Legs and feet 10
Tail 7
Size 7
Condition  6
 100
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Serious defects

Coarse, over refi ned and/or crow head. Low wing carriage. Flat and cutaway breast. 
Shallow and narrow bodied. Red or yellow in any part of plumage, completely white 
feathers. Any physical deformity.

BANTAM
Dominique bantams should follow exactly the standard for large fowl.

Weights

Male 793 g (28 oz)
Female 566 g (20 oz)

DORKING
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Heavy: Soft feather
Egg colour: Tinted

Its purely British ancestry makes the Dorking one of the oldest of domesticated fowls 
in lineage. A Roman writer, who died in ad 47, described birds of Dorking type with 
fi ve toes, and no doubt such birds were found in England by the Romans under Julius 
Caesar. By judicious crossings, and by careful selection, the Darking or Dorking breed 
was established.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Quiet and stately, with breast well forward.
Type: Body massive, long and deep, rectangular in shape when viewed sideways, and 
tightly feathered. Back broad and moderately long with full saddle inclined downward 
to the tail. Breast deep and well rounded with a long straight keel bone. Wings large 
and well tucked up. Tail full and sweeping carried well out (a squirrel tail being objec-
tionable) with abundant side hangers and broad well curved sickles.
Head: Large and broad. Beak stout, well proportioned and slightly curved. Eyes full. 
Comb single or rose. Either kind is allowed in darks, single only in reds and silver greys, 
and rose only in cuckoos and whites. The single comb is upright, moderately large, 
broad at base, evenly serrated, free from thumb marks or side spikes. The rose is mod-
erately broad and square fronted, narrowing behind to a distinct and slightly upturned 
leader, the top covered with small coral-like points of even height, free from hollows. 
Face smooth. Ear-lobes moderately developed and hanging about one third the depth 
of the wattles, which are large and long.
Neck: Rather short, covered with abundant hackle feathers falling well over the back, 
making it appear extremely broad at the base, and tapering rapidly at the head.
Legs and feet: Legs short and strong. Thighs large and well developed but almost hidden 
by the body feathering. Shanks short, moderately stout and round (square or sinewy 
bone being very objectionable), free from feathers, the spurs set on the inner side and 
pointing inwards. Toes, fi ve, large, round and hard (‘spongy’ feet to be guarded against), 
the front toes (three) long, straight and well spread, the hind toe double and the extra 
toe well formed, viz. the normal toe as nearly as possible in the natural position, and 
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the extra one placed above, starting from close to the other, but perfectly distinct and 
pointing upwards.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences, except that the tail is carried rather closely. The single comb, too, 
falls over one side of the face. It is permissible for older hens to have small single 
spurs.

Colour

The cuckoo
Male and female plumage: Dark grey or blue bands on light blue-grey ground, the 
markings uniform, the colours shading into each other so that no distinct line or separa-
tion of the colours is perceptible.

The dark
Male plumage: Hackles (neck and saddle) white or straw more or less striped with 
black. Back various shades of white, black and white or grey, mixed with maroon or 
red (bronze objectionable). Wing bows white, or white mixed with black or grey; coverts 
(or bar) black glossed with green; secondaries outer web white, inner black. Breast and 
underparts jet black; white mottling not permissible. Tail richly glossed black, and a 
little white on primary sickles is permissible, but white hangers decidedly 
objectionable.
Female plumage: Neck hackle white or pale straw, striped with black or grey-black. 
Breast salmon-red, each feather tipped with dark grey verging on black. Tail nearly 
black, the outer feathers slightly pencilled. Remainder of plumage nearly black, or 
approaching a rich dark brown, the shaft showing a cream-white, each feather slightly 
pale on the edges, except on the wings, where the centre of the feather is brown-grey 
covered with a small rich marking surrounded by a thick lacing of the black, and free 
from red. Another successful colour is every feather over the body pencilled a brown-
grey in the centre, with lacing round, and the breast as described above.

The red
Male plumage: Hackles (neck and saddle) bright glossy red. Back and wing bows dark 
red. Remainder of plumage jet black glossed with green.
Female plumage: Hackle bright gold heavily striped with black. Tail and primaries 
black or very dark brown. Remainder of plumage red-brown, the redder the better, each 
feather more or less tipped or spangled with black, and having a bright yellow or orange 
shaft.

The silver grey
Male plumage: Hackles (neck and saddle) silver-white free from straw tinge or 
marking of any kind. Back, shoulder coverts and wing bow silver-white free from strip-
ing. Wing coverts lustrous black with green or blue gloss; primaries black with a white 
edge on outer web; secondaries white on outer and black on inner web, with a black 
spot at the end of each feather, the corner of the wing when closed appearing as a bar 
of white with a black upper edge. Remainder of plumage deep black, free from white 
mottling or grizzling, although in old males a slight grizzling of the thighs is not 
objectionable.
Female plumage: Hackle silver-white, striped with black. Breast robin red or salmon-red 
ranging to almost fawn, shading off to ash-grey on the thighs. Body clear silver-grey, 
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fi nely pencilled with darker grey (the pencilling following the outer line of the feather), 
free from red or brown tinge or black dapplings.

Note: The effect may vary from soft dull grey to bright silver-grey, an old fashioned 
grey slate best describing the colour. Tail darker grey, inside feathers black.

The white
Male and female plumage: Snow-white, free from straw tinge.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak white or horn, dark horn permissible in the dark. Eyes bright red. Comb, face, 
wattles and ear-lobes brilliant red. Legs and feet (including nails) a delicate white with 
a pink shade.

Weights

Cock 4.55–6.35 kg (10–14 lb); cockerel 3.60–5.00 kg (8–11 lb)
Hen 3.60–4.55 kg (8–10 lb)

Scale of points

Dark Silver grey and red Cuckoo and white

Size  28  18  15
Type  20  12  20
Colour  12  24  15
Fifth toe  10  10  15
Condition  12  12  10
Head  10  16  17
Feet, condition of  8  8  8

100 100 100

Disqualifi cations

Total absence of fi fth toe. Legs other than white or pink-white, or with any sign of 
feathers. Spurs outside the shank. Single comb in cuckoo or white. Rose comb in red or 
silver-grey. White in breast or tail of silver-grey male. Any coloured feathers in white. 
Very long legs. Crooked or much swollen toes. Bumble feet. Any deformity.

BANTAM
Standards for large fowl to be used for Dorking bantams.

Weights

Male 1130–1360 g (40–48 oz)
Female 910–1130 g (32–40 oz)

DUTCH BANTAM
Origin: The Netherlands
Classifi cation: True Bantam
Egg colour: Tinted

The Dutch Bantam (or De Hollandse Krielan) in its country of origin has been around 
for a long time, though in Holland a club was only formed on 1 December 1946. The 
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breed fi rst appeared in this country around the late 1960s, and a club was formed in 
1982. Since then the breed has gone from strength to strength, with thirteen colours 
standardised, although in Holland many more varieties keep appearing.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upright and jaunty.
Type: Back very short, broad at shoulders, slightly sloping, saddle short and broad with 
abundant hackle running smoothly into tail coverts. Breast carried high, full and well 
forward. Wings relatively large and long, but not too pointed, carried low and close. 
Tail upright, full and well spread, with well developed and curved sickles.
Head: Small, face smooth. Comb single, small with fi ve serrations tending towards 
fl yaway type. Beak short and strong, slightly curved. Eyes large and lively. Wattles fi ne, 
short and round. Ear-lobes small and fi ne, oval to almond shape.
Neck: Short, curved and fi nely tapered with plentiful hackle.
Legs and feet: Legs well spaced and straight, thighs short, shanks short and free of 
feather. Toes four, well spread.
Plumage: Luxuriant and lying close to body with plentiful sickles, side hangers and 
coverts.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.
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Gold partridge Dutch female

Gold partridge Dutch male
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Colour

The gold partridge (black-red)
Male plumage: Head orange reddish-brown. Neck hackle a gradual transition from 
orange to light orange-yellow, each feather having a greenish-black middle stripe. Back 
deep reddish-brown. Side hackle corresponding with neck hackle, a little darker permit-
ted. Breast black with green sheen, free from markings or spots. Wing bow black, 
shoulders deep reddish-brown, wing bar iridescent greenish-black; primaries inner web 
and tip black, outer web chestnut-brown; secondaries inner web black, outer web chest-
nut-brown; wing bay chestnut-brown when wing is closed. Thighs deep black with green 
sheen, free from markings or spots. Abdomen black. Tail main feathers, sickles and tail 
coverts green iridescent black, the tail coverts nearest the side hangers with a brownish 
edge underneath at the tip. Undercolour greyish.
Female plumage: Head gold-brown. Throat greyish-white. Neck hackle goldish-yellow, 
with a black middle stripe. Wing, back, saddle and tail coverts greyish-brown with fi ne 
black peppering, as even as possible, free of rust or red. Tail feathers blackish, the top 
feather on each side with brown peppering. Breast light salmon-brown, shading to 
brownish-grey near the thighs. Thighs and down ash-grey.

In both sexes: Beak dark horn or bluish. Legs and feet slate-blue.
Faults: Any mismarked feathers. Any splashing or coloured feathers in black parts of 
male. Rusty colour in wings of female.

The silver partridge (silver duckwing)
Male plumage: Exactly the same as the gold partridge male in the black feathered parts 
and in the markings on the neck and saddle hackles. The orange and light orange-yellow 
and the brown replaced by silvery white.
Female plumage: Head silver-white. Hackle silver-white, each feather having a black 
middle stripe. Wing coverts, back, saddle and tail coverts muted silver or slate-grey with 
fi ne black peppering as even as possible, free from fl ecks, rust-brown or yellow. Tail 
feathers blackish, the top feather on each side with silver peppering. Breast light salmon-
brown, fading to ash-grey underneath. Rump and rear underparts ash-grey. Thighs 
ash-grey with some peppering.

In both sexes: Beak dark horn or bluish. Legs and feet slate-blue.
Faults: Any mismarked feathers. Any splashing or coloured feathers in black parts of 
male. Red in plumage of male. Rusty colour in wings of female.

The yellow partridge (yellow duckwing)
Male plumage: Head rich straw-yellow. Neck hackle light straw-yellow, each feather 
having a greenish-black middle stripe. Back deep golden-orange. Saddle hackle corre-
sponding with neck hackle, a little darker permitted. Breast black with green sheen free 
from markings and spots. Wing bow black. Shoulders deep golden-orange. Wing bar 
iridescent greenish-black; primaries inner web and tip black, outer web creamy yellow-
straw; secondaries inner web black, outer web creamy yellow-straw; wing bay being 
creamy yellow-straw when wing is closed. Thighs deep black with green sheen, free from 
markings and spots. Abdomen black. Tail main sickles and tail coverts green iridescent 
black, the tail coverts nearest the side hangers with a straw-coloured edge underneath 
at tip. Undercolour greyish.
Female plumage: Head greyish-yellow. Throat yellowy white. Neck hackle straw-yellow 
with a black middle stripe. Wing, back, saddle and tail coverts greyish straw-yellow with 
fi ne black peppering, as even as possible, free from red rust. Tail main feathers blackish, 
the top feather on each side with yellow peppering. Breast rich salmon-yellow fading to 
greyish yellow underneath. Rump and rear underparts grey-yellow. Thighs grey-yellow 
with some peppering.

Dutch Bantam 107



In both sexes: Beak dark horn or bluish. Legs and feet slate-blue.
Faults: Any mismarked feathers. Any splashing or coloured feathers in black parts of 
male. Red or silver in plumage of male. Any rust or silver in wings of female.

The blue silver partridge (blue silver duckwing)

The blue yellow partridge (blue yellow duckwing)
Male plumage: In both colours, exactly the same as the silver partridge and yellow 
partridge with the exception that all black parts are replaced with a clear even blue 
colour free from lacing.
Female plumage: In both colours, exactly the same as the silver partridge and yellow 
partridge with the exception that all black is replaced with a clear even blue, free from 
lacing, this includes the peppering.

In both sexes and colours: Beak dark horn or bluish. Legs slate-blue.
Faults: Any mismarked feathers, red in plumage of male blue silver partridge, or red or 
silver in plumage of male blue yellow partridge. Rusty coloured wings in blue silver 
partridge females or rust or silver in wings of blue yellow partridge female. Wrong 
coloured legs.

The blue partridge (blue-red)
Male plumage: Exactly the same as the partridge male with the exception that all black 
parts are replaced with a clear even blue colour, free from lacing.
Female plumage: Exactly the same as the partridge female with the exception that all 
black is replaced with a clear, even blue; this includes peppering.

In both sexes: Beak dark horn or bluish. Legs and feet slate-blue.
Faults: Any mismarked feathers. Any splashing or coloured feathers in the blue parts 
of the male. Rusty colour in wings of the female.

The red shouldered white (pile)
Male plumage: Neck hackle orange-red, each feather having a white centre stripe. Back 
and shoulders carmine-red. Saddle hackle orange-red, each feather having a white centre 
stripe. Wing bar white-cream; primaries white-cream; secondaries outer web chestnut, 
inner web white-cream, the chestnut only showing when wing closed. Remainder of 
plumage white-cream.
Female plumage: Neck hackle gold-yellow, each feather having a white centre stripe. 
Breast salmon. Remainder of plumage white-cream.

In both sexes: Beak bluish-white or horn. Legs and feet light slate-blue.
Faults: Any splashing or coloured feathers in white parts. Coloured parts of male 
lacking in depth of colour. Breast colour of female too pale and body colour other than 
white-cream.

The cuckoo partridge (crele)
Male plumage: Neck hackle straw colour banded with gold or black. Back and shoul-
ders bright gold-chestnut banded with straw-yellow. Wing bar dark grey banded with 
pale grey; primaries and secondaries dark grey banded with pale grey; outer web of 
secondaries chestnut, the chestnut only showing when wing closed. Saddle hackle pale 
straw banded gold. Breast and underparts dark grey banded with light grey. Tail and 
tail coverts dark grey banded with light grey.
Female plumage: Neck hackle pale gold banded with black. Breast salmon. Body 
greyish-brown with indistinct soft banding. Wings dark greyish-brown with slightly 
lighter banding. Tail dark grey-black with slightly lighter bands.

In both sexes: Beak bluish-horn. Legs light slate-blue or pearl-grey.
Faults: White feathers in tail or wings.
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The cuckoo
Male and female: Light blue-grey ground colour with each feather banded across with 
broad bands of dark blue-grey. Banding to be distinct and uniform. In the male a lighter 
shade is permissible provided the banding is distinct. Undercolour banded but of a lighter 
shade. Beak light horn or bluish. Legs and feet white.
Faults: Black or white feathers. Unclear or uneven banding.

The black
Male and female plumage: Rich glossy black with beetle-green sheen throughout. 
Undercolour dark. Beak dark horn or bluish. Legs and feet dark slate.
Faults: Any white feathers. Purple banding. Light undercolour. Red in hackle of males. 
Tendency to gypsy face. Wrong leg colour.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure snow-white throughout, free from any yellow or straw 
tinge or any black splashes. Beak white or bluish. Legs slate-blue or light slate-blue.
Faults: Any yellow or straw tinge or any black splashes or peppering. Serious fault is 
white legs.

The blue
Male and female plumage: Of a clear, even medium blue, free from lacing. Neck and 
saddle hackle in male a shade darker. Beak bluish or dark horn. Legs dark slate-blue.
Faults: Unevenness of colour, black or white feathers in plumage. Any lacing. Wrong 
leg colour.

The lavender (pearl-grey)
Male and female plumage: The lavender is not a lighter shade of the blue, it is true 
breeding and genetically different. Lavender is a light even blue with a very slight silver 
tint without the darker shading associated with the normal blue. The silver tint is most 
obvious in the male. Beak bluish or light horn. Legs slate-blue.
Faults: Colour too dark or uneven. Gold or red in neck or saddle hackle in male. Wrong 
leg colour.

In both sexes and all colours
Eyes orange-red to brownish-red. Comb, face and wattles red. Ear-lobes pure white.

Weights

Male 500–550 g (18–20 oz)
Female 400–450 g (14–16 oz)

Scale of points

Type and carriage 35
Colour and markings 25
Head points 20
Legs and feet 10
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Long narrow build. Carriage too sloping. Large glossy white or reddish ear-lobes. White 
in face. Wrong coloured legs or eyes. Whipped tail. Under-developed ornamental feath-
ers in male. Any splashing or spotting in plumage.
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BRITISH FAVEROLLES
LARGE FOWL
Origin: France
Classifi cation: Heavy: Soft feather, semi-sitter
Egg colour: Tinted

Originated in the village of Faverolles, in northern France, this breed was created for 
its dual-purpose qualities. Its make-up includes such breeds as the Dorking, Houdan 
and Cochin, while Light Brahma blood as well as that of the Malines may be seen in 
some of the varieties. Imported into Great Britain in 1895, producers of table chickens 
crossed it freely with the Sussex, Orpington and Indian Game.

General characteristics: male

Type: Body shape: body thick, deep and cloddy. Sides deep. Back: fairly long, fl at and 
square, i.e. very broad across shoulders and saddle. Carriage: active and alert. Breast: 
broad, keel bone very deep and well forward in front but not too rounded. Tail: mod-
erately long, somewhat upright with broad feathers. Wings: small, prominent in front, 
carried closely tucked.
Serious defects: Squirrel tail or a fl owing tail, either low or level with the back.

Female

Allowing for natural sexual differences, the general characteristics are similar to the male 
with the following exceptions:
Type: Body and keel bone longer and deeper. Back: longer in proportion. Tail: carried 
midway between upright and drooping.
Serious defects (in either sex): Narrowness, hollow breast, crooked back or wry tail.
Head: Broad, fl at and short, free from crest. Eyes: prominent. Beak: short, stout. Comb, 
male: single, medium size, upright, with four to six serrations, smooth and free from 
coarseness or any side work. Comb, female: much smaller and neater. Ear-lobes and 
wattles: small and of fi ne texture, both these with the face, are partly concealed by the 
muffl ing. The bird’s vision should not be obscured. Face: muffl ed. Muffl ing: full, wide, 
short and solid.
Neck: Male: short and thick, especially near the body, which it should be well let into. 
Female: straighter than the male’s.
Defects: Side sprigs in comb or badly lopped comb.
Serious defects: Deformed beak, little beard or muffs.
Disqualifi cations: Absence of muffl ing.
Legs and feet: Legs short and stout. Thighs and shanks: wide apart. Knees straight, 
shanks stocky, of medium length. Formation of feet and toes: toes fi ve, the front three 
long, straight and well spread. The fourth, quite divided from the fi fth, should be func-
tional, on the ground and well back, the fi fth turned up the leg. Foot feather: shanks 
sparsely feathered to the outer toe.
Defects: Excessive foot feather.
Serious defects: In-kneed. Pronounced vulture-hocks.
Disqualifi cations: Other than fi ve toes on each foot, featherless shanks and outer 
toes.

110 British Faverolles



Table qualities

Handling qualities: The breast and thighs to be well fl eshed with meat.
Disqualifi cation: crooked breastbone.

General condition

Plumage quality, cleanliness, health and fi tness of the bird to be good.
Serious defects (live poultry exhibits): Immaturity, signifi cant or severe cases of inactiv-
ity, injury, illness, lameness, scaly leg, heavy infestations of lice or mites, heavily soiled 
or heavily moulting birds. Any bodily deformity.

Colour

(Please note that where explanations are given in brackets they are not strict Standard 
requirements.)

The black
Male and female plumage: A sound black showing rich beetle-green.
Defects: White in foot feather.
Serious defects: White, brassiness or purple barring in hackle, wing or saddle.

The laced blue
Male plumage: Head, muffl ing, hackles, back, tail and wing bows a uniform dark blue. 
Remainder rich blue, each feather laced a dark shade.
Female plumage: A rich uniform blue, each feather laced a dark shade.
Defects: White in foot feather.
Serious defects: White or brassiness in hackle, wing or saddle.

The buff
Male and female plumage: Rich lemon buff throughout.
Defects: Mealiness or any other colour than buff in any part of the plumage.

The cuckoo
Male and female plumage: Cuckoo throughout. Light or dark cuckoo is acceptable, 
uniformity of markings more important than an exact shade of colour. Ground colour 
pale to medium grey patterned with alternating horizontal bands of dark grey or dull 
black, the colours reasonably defi ned but shading into each other. Each feather to have 
at least three bands and end in a dark tip. Females tend to have fewer, wider and darker 
barring while the males have slightly angled/V-shaped markings in the tail and 
hackles.
Defects: Black or white feathers in wings or tail. Very indistinct markings or too distinct 
markings, i.e. barred with glossy black and smokey white bands.
Serious defects: Yellow or red in male hackles.

The ermine
Male and female plumage: Head and neck white striped with black, each feather having 
a solid black centre entirely surrounded by an even white margin. Wings white with 
black in fl ights. Tail and tail coverts black. Remainder of plumage pure white.
Serious defects: Smuttiness on back.

The salmon
Male plumage: Beard and muffs: black. Breast, thighs, underfl uff, tail and shank feath-
ering black. Wing bar black, primaries black. Secondaries white outer edge, black inner 
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Cuckoo Faverolles female, bantam

Salmon Faverolles male, large
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Salmon Faverolles female, large

Blue Faverolles male, bantam



edge and at tips. Hackles straw. In cockerels: back, shoulders and wing bows bright 
cherry mahogany. In older males: a fringe of dark orange on the wing bows is permis-
sible. (Typical undercolour is grey in the upper part of the fl uff, fading paler towards 
the root.)
Defects: Straw colouring on wing bows, excessive thumb-mark in neck hackle.
Serious defects: Extremely pale shoulders and wing bows of almost silver duckwing 
coloration. Very dark heavily striped hackles of almost partridge coloration.
Female plumage: Beard and muffs: creamy white. Breast, thighs and underfl uff cream. 
Remainder wheaten-brown, head and neck usually striped with a darker shade of the 
same colour but free from black. (Note: most feathers of the head and neck also typi-
cally possess some cream lacing.) Wings similar to back but softer and lighter. Primaries, 
secondaries and tail wheaten-brown. (The usual colour of the inner edge of the primaries, 
secondaries and tail is grey. Typical undercolour on the top of the body is grey in the 
upper part of the fl uff, fading towards the root. On the front and undersides the typical 
undercolour is mostly creamy white.)
Defects: Dark blotchy breast, white in wing feathers.
Serious defects: Extremely pale back colour with almost white wing bows.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure white throughout.
Serious defects: Brassiness on wings of male.

In all varieties
Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes red. Skin colour white. Beak colour white/horn in the 
buffs, cuckoos, ermines, salmons and whites. Black in the black and laced blue. Legs 
and feet: white/horn in the buffs, ermines, salmons and white. White/horn with dark 
markings or mottles in the cuckoo. Black in the black, black or blue in the laced blue. 
Eye colour: orange to yellow, grey or hazel in the the buffs, cuckoos, ermines, salmons 
and whites. Black or brown in the black and blue.
Defects: Pale eyes a minor fault. Pure white in ear lobe.
Serious defect: Other than standard leg or skin colour in all colour varieties.

Weights

Large fowl
Cock 4.08–4.98 kg (9–11 lb); cockerel 3.4–4.53 kg (71–2 –10 lb)
Hen 3.4–4.30 kg (71–2 –91–2  lb); pullet 3.17–4.08 kg (7–9 lb)

Bantam
Male 1.13–1.36 kg (21–2 –3 lb)
Female 907–1133 g (2–21–2  lb)

Serious defects: Any bird of an inappropriate size or weight may be passed.
The general characteristics and recognised colour varieties detailed apply equally to large 
and bantam Faverolles.
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Scale of points

Applies to all colours and both sizes.
Size 10
Type 20
Table qualities 10
Condition 15
Colour 20
Muffl ing 10
Comb 5
Formation of feet and toes 5
Foot feather (shanks and outer toes)  5
 100

Judging British Faverolles

It is accepted that a specimen excelling in one or two main areas but defective in other 
important features should stand no chance against a bird of fair average merit through-
out. The following defi nitions are given for guidance to breeders and judges on how 
severe a penalty to award to any particular fault listed in the Standard:
Defects: Are failings which should be penalised by an appropriate deduction from the 
points given to that feature in the Standard.
Serious defects: Should exclude a bird from receiving a high prize card at a poultry 
show.
Disqualifi cations: Should exclude a bird from any prize or placing.

FAYOUMI
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Egypt
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: White or cream

The Fayoumi is an ancient Egyptian breed from the district of Fayoum and has been 
selectively bred for egg production. They are hardy, very early maturing, strong fl iers 
and vocal when handled. The Fayoumi is not genetically a barred breed but a pencilled 
breed. All chicks are born brown whether of the silver or gold variety. The plumage 
pattern is similar to that of the Brakel. They were introduced into the UK in 1984.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Alert, graceful, very active, rather upright.
Type: Body wedge-shaped, of moderate length and good depth, back moderately long, 
rather broad at shoulders narrowing towards tail. Breast moderately full and nicely 
rounded. Wings of moderate length carried well above lower thigh. Saddle full and 
fl owing. Tail abundant, fairly large, well spread and carried high, but not squirrel.
Head: Medium size, rather broad. Beak medium length, strong and slightly curved. Eyes 
large, full and bright. Comb single, of medium size and evenly serrated. Face smooth 
and fi ne, free from wrinkles and folds. Ear-lobes elongated oval, smooth and fi ne. 
Wattles of medium length, well rounded.
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Neck: Moderately long, gracefully arched. Hackle abundant, fl owing down over back 
and shoulders.
Legs and feet: Thighs short and strong. Shanks medium length, round, free from feath-
ers. Toes four, of medium length and well spread.

Female

The female has a smaller, upright comb and, allowing for natural sexual differences, the 
general characteristics are similar to the male.

Colour

The silver pencilled
Male plumage: Head, hackles, back and saddle, pure silver-white. Saddle coverts black 
laced with silver. Tail solid black with beetle-green sheen. Remainder of plumage pure 
silver-white with coarse imprecise beetle-green black barring. Thighs and fl uff barred. 
Every feather ends with a silver tip. Finer pencilling on wings to form a bar.
Female plumage: Head and hackle pure silver-white. Tail darkly barred or pencilled, 
main tail black. Remainder of plumage silver-white ground colour with coarse, imprecise 
beetle-green black barring. The bars appearing to form irregular rings around the body, 
approximately three times as wide as the ground colour. Thighs and fl uff are barred. 
Every feather ending in a silver tip. Finer pencilling on wings to form a bar.

The gold pencilled
Male and female plumage: Except that the ground colour is gold, this variety is similar 
to the silver.

In both sexes and colours
Beak horn. Eyes dark brown. Comb, face wattle and ear-lobes bright red. Legs and feet 
slate-blue. Toenails horn.

Weights

Cock 1.81 kg (4 lb); cockerel 1.36 kg (3 lb)
Hen 1.36–1.58 kg (3–31–2  lb); pullet 900–1130 g (2–21–2  lb)

Scale of points

Type 30
Head 10
Colour 10
Legs 10
Condition 10
Tail 10
Size 10
Carriage  10
 100

Serious defects

White ear-lobes. Black striping in neck. Laced body feathers. Any deformities in comb. 
Any specimen that does not bear the features of a productive layer with alert carriage.

BANTAM
Fayoumi bantams should follow exactly the standard for large fowl.
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Silver pencilled Fayoumi male

Silver pencilled Fayoumi female



Weights

Male 430 g (16 oz)
Female 400 g (14 oz)

FRIESIAN
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Holland, province of Friesland
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: White

Friesian fowls are from the windswept northern coastal region of The Netherlands. This 
region was very isolated until modern times, so the breed is thought to be very similar 
to those bred in the area 1000 years ago. They are small, active and hardy birds, a 
characteristic they share with breeds from other parts of the world where chickens were 
expected to fi nd most of their own food by foraging. Friesians have attracted several 
breeders in the UK since the 1980s, most choosing the chamois pencilled variety. As 
large Friesians are a small breed, they have frequently been entered in bantam classes 
at shows here by mistake. Friesian bantams are tiny, about the same size as Dutch 
Bantams.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upright, bold and active.
Type: Body broad at the shoulders and moderately long, back sloping down slightly 
and narrowing to the tail. Breast carried high, full and forward. Back appears shorter 
with the high tail carriage. Wings are long and substantial and carried close above the 
thigh, slightly sloping backwards. Tail is large and well spread and carried high. Saddle 
feathers well developed.
Head: Small to medium sized, somewhat oblong, fi ne hairy feathers on cheeks allowed. 
Comb single, small to medium in size, erect and evenly serrated (fi ve or six), following 
the line of the skull but standing well clear of the neck. Eyes large. Beak medium length, 
slightly curved. Ear-lobes oval, small. Wattles medium length, round.
Neck: Long, slender near the head.
Legs and feet: Medium-length legs, set well apart. Four well spread toes.
Plumage: Full but close fi tting.

Female

The abdomen is very well developed. The end of the comb may droop to one side. The 
other characteristics are the same as for the male, allowing for the natural sexual 
differences.

Colour

The gold pencilled
Male plumage: Head rich bright bay. Neck hackle, back and saddle rich lustrous bay. 
Front of neck rich reddish-bay. Main tail black. Sickles and lesser sickles lustrous green-
ish-black. Coverts greenish-black, edged with reddish-bay. Wing shoulders, front and 
bows lustrous reddish-bay; wing coverts rich bay, forming a distinct bar across the wing; 
primaries black, lower edge of lower feathers edged with bay; secondaries outer webs 
bay with black marking, inner web black with bay marking, exposed portion of webs 
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forming wing bay, bay. Breast rich reddish-bay. Body light bay. Abdomen fl uff bay, 
shading to light bay at rear, some black marking. Lower thighs reddish-bay. Undercolour 
slaty-blue.
Female plumage: Head bright reddish-bay. Neck hackle bright bay. Front of neck 
golden-buff. Back, cushion, tail coverts and wings golden-buff marked with parallel rows 
of elongated black ovals, each oval extending slightly diagonally across web but not to 
edge. (The elongated ovals might also be called elongated spangles. The pencilling 
favours the description of the Sicilian Buttercup and is really not barred but has two or 
three pairs of small black spangles arranged in a parallel fashion.) Main tail black, lower 
webs barred with buff marking. Primaries buff splashed with black; secondaries golden-
buff, barred with parallel black marking on outer web, forming wing bay, inner webs 
black edged with golden-buff. Upper breast golden-buff sparsely marked with small 
black ovals. Lower breast, body and lower thighs golden-buff marked same as back. 
Abdomen fl uff buff. Undercolour slaty-blue.

The silver pencilled
The same as the gold pencilled except that the reds, bays and buffs are replaced with 
white.

The chamois pencilled
The same as the gold pencilled except that all the dark parts are a rich yellow/buff and 
all the other parts are white.

In both sexes and all colours
Face, comb, wattles red. Eyes dark orange. Beak horn. Ear-lobes pure white. Legs 
slate-blue.

Weights

Male 1.40–1.60 kg (3–31–2  lb)
Female 1.20–1.40 kg (23–4 –3 lb)

Scale of points

Type 20
Colour and markings 30
Head 15
Condition 20
Legs and feet 5
Tail  10
 100

Serious defects

Too small, narrow frame, squirrel tail, tail carried too low. Fully folded comb in female. 
Black/brown eye colour.

BANTAM
Bantam Friesian are an exact miniature of the large fowl counterpart.

Weights

Male 550–650 g (19–22 oz)
Female 450–550 g (16–19 oz)
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FRIZZLE
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Asia
Classifi cation: Heavy: Soft feather
Egg colour: White or tinted

The Frizzle, a purely exhibition breed, is of Asiatic origin, and is notable for its quaint 
feather formation, each feather curling towards the head of the bird. It is more popular 
in bantams than in large fowls.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Strutting and erect.
Type: Body broad and short. Breast full and rounded. Wings long. Tail rather large, 
erect, full but loose, with full sickles and plenty of side hangers. Lyre tails in males 
desirable but not obligatory.
Head: Fine. Beak short and strong. Eyes full and bright. Comb single, medium sized 
and upright. Face smooth. Ear-lobes and wattles moderate size.
Neck: Of medium length, abundantly frizzled.
Legs and feet: Legs of medium length. Shanks free from feathers. Toes, four, rather 
thin, and well spread.
Plumage: Moderately long, broad and crisp, each feather curled towards the bird’s 
head, and the frizzling as close and abundant as possible.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences, except that the comb is much smaller and the neck is not so abun-
dantly frizzled.

Colour

Male and female plumage: Black, blue, buff or white, a pure even shade throughout 
in the ‘self coloured’ varieties; columbian as in Wyandotte; duckwing, black-red, 
brown-red, cuckoo, pile and spangle as in Old English Game; red as in Rhode Island 
Red.

In both sexes and all colours: Beak yellow in the buff, columbian, pile, red and white 
varieties; white in the spangle, black-red and cuckoo; and dark willow, black or blue in 
other varieties. Eyes red. Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes bright red. Legs and feet to 
correspond with the beak. (There are variations in leg colour, and yellow legs are fre-
quently demanded in blacks, though not so standardised.)

Weights

Cock 3.60 kg (8 lb); cockerel 3.20 kg (7 lb)
Hen 2.70 kg (6 lb); pullet 2.25 kg (5 lb)
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Scale of points

Type 25
Colour 25
Curl of feather  30
Condition 10
Weight  10
 100

Serious defects

Narrow feather. Want of curl. Long tail. Drooping comb. Other than single comb. White 
lobes. Deformity of any kind.

BANTAM
Frizzle bantams follow the large fowl standard although a slightly different scale of 
points is used.

Weights

Male 680–790 g (24–28 oz)
Female 570–680 g (20–24 oz)

Black Frizzle male, bantam
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Scale of points

Head and comb 5
Legs and feet 5
Plumage colour 15
Size 10
Curl 25
Feather quality 20
Type and symmetry 10
Condition  10
 100

GERMAN LANGSHAN
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Germany
Classifi cation: Heavy: Rare
Egg colour: Brown to brown-yellow

Langshans were fi rst imported into Germany and Austria in 1879 from Major and Miss 
Croad in England. Some German breeders kept to the Croad type, while others, led by 
Baron Villa-Secca of Vienna, developed their own Deutsches Langschan. A breed club 
was formed for their new type of Langshan in 1895. German Langshans are tall birds 
with unfeathered shanks and feet and a neat rising tail and back line. These character-
istics combine to give them their ‘wine glass’ outline when viewed in profi le. Johann 
Heermann, of Wedel, Holstein, developed German Langshan bantams, circa 1902–12. 
In addition to the black, blue and white varieties standardised here, there are several 
more colours in Germany: barred, birchen, brown-red, lemon-blue, red and 
silver-blue.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: An upstanding, elegant and beautiful bird, with long extended body, leaning 
slightly forwards and with rising back-line.
Type: Body strong, full and equally broad from front to back. Breast broad, arched and 
fairly deep. Belly broad, deep, full and downy. Back long, lowest bearing starting directly 
under the neck hackle, from there, broad but not angular shoulders, the same width up 
the tail with smooth lines. Wings fi rmly set but carried high. Tail short, but carried in 
a continuing line with the back, the coverts broad, soft and abundant, curved and cover-
ing the tail.
Head: Small, fairly narrow and slightly arched. Beak moderately long, strong and 
slightly curved. Eyes large and prominent. Comb small, single, erect, slightly arched and 
evenly serrated. Face smooth and slightly hairy. Wattles small, oval or round, of fi ne 
texture. Ear-lobes fairly long, narrow and slender.
Neck: Long, slightly curved, with moderately long hackles.
Legs and feet: Legs long, not too thick, shanks unfeathered. Toes four, long, thin, 
straight and well spread with strong claws.

Female

The female displays the form of the male in a graceful manner but without marked 
cushion formation and with roomy hindquarters. The somewhat more loosely carried 
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Blue German Langshan male, bantam

German Langshan male, bantam

German Langshan 125



tail stands out only slightly from the coverts. Otherwise the general characteristics are 
similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual differences.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Black with beetle-green sheen.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure snow-white throughout.
Leg and feet colour: Slate-blue.

The blue
Male and female plumage: As near to the colour of the Andalusian as possible.

In both sexes and all colours
Face, comb, wattles and ear-lobes red. Beak black in the black and the blue varieties, 
white in the white and light-coloured varieties. Eyes brown-black in the black and the 
blue varieties, orange-red in the white and light-coloured varieties. Legs and feet, in the 
fi rst year the feet and toes of the black and the blue varieties are black, later they are 
slate-blue. Soles of the feet are light.

Weights

Male 3–4.5 kg (61–2 –10 lb)
Female 2.5–3.5 kg (51–2 –73–4  lb)
Egg weight minimum 56 g (2 oz)

Scale of points

Type and carriage 35
Head 10
Thighs, legs and feet 20
Tail 15
Size and condition 10
Colour and plumage  10
 100

Defects

Long pointed beak, body slightly too high or low in bearing. Flat breast. White in wings 
in coloured varieties.

Serious defects

Any deformity or weakness. Narrow breast. Little body depth. Stumpy loose feathers. 
Red, yellow or grey eyes in the black or the blue varieties. Saw-like comb. White in 
ear-lobes. Twisted feathers. Sloping shoulders with sharply set tail, cushion shape, or 
hollow or roach back. Coverts higher than tail feathers. In the black variety, dull colour 
and purple barring. Very light beak. In the blue, sooty tone or uneven colour, undefi ned 
lacing, very light beak and too light feet. In the white, any other features which are not 
snow-white. Feathered shanks.
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BANTAM
Bantam German Langshans should follow exactly the standard for the large fowl. They 
come in the same colours with the addition of cuckoo, buff, birchen and 
brassy-backs.

Weights

Male 1000 g (35 oz)
Female 900 g (31 oz)
Egg weight 35 g (11–2  oz)

HAMBURGH
LARGE FOWL
Origin: North Europe
Classifi cation: Light: Soft feather
Egg colour: White

The origin of the Hamburgh is wrapped in mystery. The spangled were bred in Yorkshire 
and Lancashire 300 ago as Pheasants and Mooneys, and there is a book reference to 
black Pheasants in the North of England in 1702. In its heyday, the Hamburgh was a 
grand layer and must have played its part in the making of other laying breeds. However, 
its breeders directed it down purely exhibition roads, until today it is in few hands.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Alert, bold and graceful.
Type: Body moderately long, compact, fairly wide and fl at at the shoulders. Breast well 
rounded. Wings large and neatly tucked. Tail long and sweeping, carried well up (but 
avoiding ‘squirrel’ carriage), the sickles broad and the secondaries plentiful.
Head: Fine. Beak short, well curved. Eyes bold and full. Comb rose, medium size, fi rmly 
set, square fronted, gradually tapering to a long, fi nely ended spike (or leader) in a 
straight line with the surface and without any downward tendency, the top level (free 
from hollows) and covered with small and smooth coral-like points of even height. Face 
smooth and free from stubby hairs. Ear-lobes smooth, round and fl at (not concave or 
hollow), varying in size according to the variety. Wattles smooth, round and of fi ne 
texture.
Neck: Of medium length, covered with full and long feathers, which hang well over the 
shoulders.
Legs and feet: Legs of medium length. Thighs slender. Shanks fi ne and round, free of 
feathers. Toes, four, slender and well spread.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Rich black, with a distinct green sheen from head to tail, 
and especially on sickle feathers and tail coverts. Any approach to bronze or purple 
tinge or barring to be avoided.
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In both sexes: Beak black or dark horn. Comb, face and wattles red. Ear-lobes white. 
Legs coloured lead-blue or black, lead-blue preferred.

The gold pencilled
Male plumage: Bright red-bay or bright golden-chestnut, except the tail, which is black, 
the sickle feathers and coverts being laced all round with a narrow strip of gold.
Female plumage: Ground colour similar to the general colour of the male, and, except 
on the hackle (which should be clear of all marking), each feather distinctly and evenly 
pencilled straight across with fi ne parallel lines of a rich green-black, the pencilling and 
the intervening colour to be the same width, while the fi ner and the more numerous on 
each feather the better.

In both sexes: Beak dark horn. Comb, face and wattles red. Ear-lobes white. Legs and 
feet lead-blue.

The silver pencilled
Male and female plumage: Except that the ground colour, and in the male the tail 
lacings, are silver, this variety is similar to the gold pencilled.

The gold spangled
Male plumage: Ground colour rich bright bay or mahogany; striping, spangling, tipping 
and tail rich green-black. Hackles and back, each feather striped down the centre. Wing 
bow dagger-shaped tips at the end of each feather; bars (two), rows of large spangles, 
running parallel across each wing with a gentle curve, each bar distinct and separate; 
secondaries tipped with large round spangles, forming the ‘steppings’. Breast and under-
parts, each feather tipped with a round spot or spangle, small near the throat, increasing 
in size towards the thighs, but never so large as to overlap.
Female plumage: Ground colour and spangling are similar to those of the male. Hackle, 
wing bars and ‘steppings’ as in the male. Tail coverts black, with a sharp lacing or edging 
of gold on each feather. Remainder, each feather tipped with a spangle, as round as 
possible, and never so large as to overlap, the spangling commencing high up the 
throat.

In both sexes: Beak, comb, face, wattles, ear-lobes, legs and feet as in the pencilled 
varieties.

The silver spangled
Male plumage: Ground colour pure silver; spangling and tipping rich green-black. 
Hackles, shoulders and back, each feather marked with small, dagger-like tips. Wing 
bow dagger-shaped tips, increasing in size until they merge into what is known as the 
third bar; bars (two) and secondaries, breast and underparts similarly marked to those 
of the gold spangled variety. Tail ending with bold half-moon-shaped spangles; sickles 
with large round spangles at the end of each feather; coverts similar, though spangles 
not so big.
Female plumage: Ground colour of each feather is black (not grey) with a gap of white 
before each spangle. Hackle marked from the head with dagger-shaped tips, which 
gradually increase in width until they merge into the spangles at the bottom. Wing sec-
ondaries as in the male, bars similar to those of the gold spangled female. Tail, each 
feather with a half-moon-shaped spangle at the end; coverts reaching halfway up the 
true tail feathers to form a row across the tail (each side) of round spangles. Remainder 
marked as in the gold female.

In both sexes: Beak, comb, face, wattles, ear-lobes, legs and feet as in the pencilled 
varieties.

In all colours
Eyes red or dark, dark preferred.
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Silver Spangled Hamburgh male, bantam
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130 Hamburgh

Black Hamburgh female, large

Gold pencilled Hamburgh male, bantam



Weights

Male 2.25 kg (5 lb) approx.
Female 1.80 kg (4 lb) approx.

Scale of points

Markings 60
Head, comb, lobes and face 20
Colour 10
Type, style and condition  10
 100

In pencilled males the points allotted for markings are to be awarded for the tail and 
colour.

Serious defects

White face. Single comb. Red ear-lobes. Squirrel or wry tail. White throated (bishop 
throated: silver spangled). Any other deformity.

BANTAM
Hamburgh bantams follow the large fowl standard.

Weights

Male 680–790 g (24–28 oz)
Female 620–740 g (22–26 oz)

These weights are to be treated as maximums although the pencilled varieties are usually 
considerably larger.

HOUDAN
LARGE FOWL
Origin: France
Classifi cation: Heavy: Rare
Egg colour: White

Introduced into England in 1850, the Houdan is one of the oldest French breeds, taking 
its name from the town of Houdan, and has been developed for table qualities. Devel-
oped here it was once classifi ed as a heavy breed, but today is included in the category 
of light, non-sitting breeds. It is one of the few breeds carrying a fi fth toe, a semi-domi-
nant feature when crossed with other breeds.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Bold and active.
Type: Body broad, deep and lengthy, as in the Dorking. Tail full with the sickles long 
and well arched.
Head: Fairly large, with a decidedly pronounced protuberance on top, and crested. Crest 
full and compact, round on top and not divided or ‘split’, composed of feathers similar 
to those of the hackle, inclining slightly backwards fully to expose the comb, in no way 
obstructing the sight except from behind. Beak rather short and stout, well curved, and 
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with wide nostrils. Eyes bold. Comb leaf type, somewhat resembling a butterfl y placed 
at the base of the beak, fairly small, well defi ned, and each side level. Face muffl ed; 
muffl ing large, full, compact, fi tting around to the back of the eyes and almost hiding 
the face. Ear-lobes small, entirely concealed by muffl ing. Wattles small and well rounded, 
almost concealed by beard.
Neck: Of medium length, with abundant hackle coming well down on the back.
Legs and feet: Legs short and stout, well apart, free of feathers. Toes, fi ve, similar to 
those of the Dorking.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences, with the exception of the crest, which is full, compact and globular, 
not in any way obstructing the sight except from behind, and with the comb visible. 
Tail fairly full.

Colour

Male and female plumage: Glossy green-black ground with pure white mottles, the 
mottling to be evenly distributed, except on the fl ights and secondaries, and in the male 
on the sickles and tail coverts, which are irregularly edged with white. Note: In young 
Houdans, black generally preponderates but what mottling there is should be even and 
clear. Mottling becomes gayer with age.

In both sexes: Beak horn. Eyes red. Comb, face and wattles bright red. Ear-lobes white 
or tinged with pink. Legs and feet white mottled with lead-blue or black.

Weights

Male 3.20–3.60 kg (7–8 lb)
Female 2.70–3.20 kg (6–7 lb)

Scale of points

 Male Female
Type  12  10
Size  18  20
Comb  15   8
Legs and feet  10  10
Colour  15  15
Crest  12  15
Muffl ing  8  12
Condition  10  10
 100 100

Serious defects

Red or straw-coloured feathers. Loose crest obstructing the sight. Spur outside the 
shank. Feathers on shanks or toes. Other than fi ve toes on each foot. Any deformity.

BANTAM
Houdan bantams should follow the large fowl standard.

Weights

Male 680–790 g (24–28 oz)
Female 620–740 g (22–26 oz)
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INDIAN GAME
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Heavy: Hard feather
Egg colour: Tinted

To Cornwall must go the credit for giving us the Indian Game. Breeds used in the make-
up were the red Asil, black-breasted red Old English Game, and the Malay. The breed 
has been developed for its abundant quantity of breast meat, in which respect no other 
breed can equal it. When large table birds were the most popular in this country Indian 
Game males were chosen as mates for females of such table breeds as the Sussex, Dorking 
and Orpington, to produce extra large crosses. The females chosen for mating belonged 
to breeds possessing white fl esh and shanks. Jubilee Indian Game are similar to Indians, 
but the lacing is white; in Indians it is black. The two varieties are often interbred.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upright, commanding and courageous, the back sloping downwards towards 
the tail. A powerful and broad bird, very active, sprightly and vigorous.
Type: Body very thick and compact and very broad at the shoulders, the shoulder butts 
showing prominently, but the bird must not be hollow backed, the body tapering 
towards the tail. Back fl at and broad at the shoulders, but the bird must not be fl at 
sided. Elegance is required with substance. Breast wide, fairly deep and prominent, but 
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Jubilee Indian Game male, large

Dark Indian Game female, large
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well rounded, and rising to the vent. Wings short and carried closely to the body, well 
rounded at the points, closely tucked at ends and carried rather high in front. Tail 
medium length with short narrow secondary sickles and tail coverts, close and hard; 
carried in line with the back.
Head: Of medium length and thick, not so keen as in English Game, nor as thick as in 
the Malay; somewhat beetle browed but not nearly as much as in the Malay. Skull 
broad. Beak well curved and stout where set on the head giving the bird a powerful 
appearance. Eyes full and bold. Comb pea type, i.e. three longitudinal ridges, the centre 
one being double height of those at sides, small closely set on the head. Ear-lobes and 
wattles small, smooth and of fi ne texture.
Neck: Of medium length and slightly arched; hackle short, barely covering base of the 
neck.
Legs and feet: Legs very strong and thick. Thighs round and stout, but not as long as 
in the Malay. Shanks short and well scaled. The length of shank must be suffi cient to 
give the bird a ‘gamey’ appearance. Feet strong and well spread. Toes long, strong, 
straight, the back toe low and nearly fl at on ground; nails well shaped.
Plumage: Short, hard and close.
Handling: Flesh fi rm.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences. The tail, however, which is well venetianed but close, is carried low 
but somewhat higher than the male’s.

Colour

Dark Indian Game
Male plumage: Head, neck, breast, underfl uff, thighs and tail black, with rich green 
glossy sheen or lustre, the base of the neck and tail hackles a little broken with bay or 
chestnut, which should be almost hidden by the body of the feathers. Shoulders and 
wing bows green glossy black or beetle-green, slightly broken with bay or chestnut in 
the centre of the feather or shaft. Tail coverts green glossy black or beetle-green slightly 
broken with bay or chestnut in the base of the shaft. Back feathers green glossy black 
or beetle-green, also touched on the fi ne fronds at the end of the feathers with bay or 
chestnut which gives the sheen so much desired. When the wing is closed there is a tri-
angular patch of bay or chestnut formed of the secondaries, which are green glossy black 
or beetle-green on the inner, and bay or chestnut on the outer web, and which when 
closed show only the bay in a solid triangle. The primaries, ten in number, are curved 
and of a deep black, except for about 6.25 cm (21–2  in.) of a narrow lacing of light chestnut 
on the outer web.
Female plumage: The ground colour is chestnut-brown, nut-brown, or mahogany-
brown. Head, hackle and throat green glossy black or beetle-green. The pointed hackle 
that lies under the neck feathers green glossy black, or beetle-green with a bay or chestnut 
centre mark; the breast commencing on the lower part of the throat, expanding into 
lacing on the swell of the breast, of a rich bay or chestnut, the inner or double lacing 
being most distinct, the belly and thighs being marked somewhat similarly and running 
off into a mixture of indistinct markings under the vent and swell of the thighs. The 
feathers of shoulders and back are somewhat smaller, enlarging towards the tail coverts 
and similarly marked with double lacing; the markings on wing bows and shoulders 
running down to the waist are most distinct of all, with the same kind of double lacing. 
Often in the best specimens there is an additional mark enclosing the base of the shaft 
of the feather and running to a point in the second or inner lacing. Tail coverts are 
seldom as distinctly marked but have the same style of marking. Primary or fl ight 
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feathers are black, except on inner frond or web which is a little coloured or peppered 
with a light chestnut. Secondaries are black on the inner web, while the outer web is in 
keeping with the general ground colour and is edged with a delicate lacing of green 
glossy black or beetle-green. Wing coverts which form the bar are laced like those of 
the body and often a little peppered. The black lacing should be metallic-green, glossy 
black or beetle-green. This should appear embossed or raised.

In both sexes: Beak horn, yellow, or horn striped with yellow. Eyes from pearl to pale 
red. Face, comb, wattles and ear-lobes rich red. Legs rich orange or yellow, the deeper 
the better.

Jubilee Indian Game
Male plumage: Head, neck, breast, body, underfl uff, thighs and tail white. Hackle 
feathers to have chestnut shaftings. Clear breasts are desirable. Wings bows and shoul-
ders white, slightly broken with bay or chestnut; wing primaries and secondaries white 
with bay markings; triangular patch of bay or chestnut to show when wing is closed. 
Tail coverts white. Back white touched with bay or chestnut.
Female plumage: Ground colour chestnut-brown or mahogany. Head hackle and throat 
white. Breast, commencing on the lower part of the throat and expanding to double 
lacing on the swell of the breast, mahogany laced with white. The inner, or double 
lacing, to be most distinct. The underparts and thighs are marked somewhat similarly 
and run into a mixture of indistinct markings beneath the vent and swell of the thighs. 
Feathers of the shoulders and back somewhat small, enlarging towards the tail coverts 
similarly marked with the double lacing; often in the best specimens there is an additional 
mark enclosing the base of the shaft of the feather and running to a point in the second 
or inner lacing. The tail coverts are seldom as distinctly marked, but with the same style 
of marking. Wing primaries, white marked on inner web with chestnut; secondaries, 
white inner web, chestnut outer web, edged with white. Main tail white. Remainder 
chestnut ground colour throughout, double laced with white, inner lacing should be 
quite distinct. Underparts and thighs may be less distinctly marked and wing coverts 
may be peppered.

In all other respects the Indian Game standard should be followed.
In both sexes: Beak, eyes, comb and legs as described for Indians.

Double laced blue Indian Game
Male plumage: Lower throat, breast, thighs, belly fl uff and tail even blue which can 
range from pigeon to dark blue, evenness of shade taking precedence. A slight edging 
of a darker shade round feathers permissible. Head, neck hackles, saddle, back and wing 
bows a darker shade of blue to the remainder of body, slightly broken with dark bay, 
this being mostly covered giving an overall impression of dark slate-blue. Undercolour 
pale blue-grey. Wing primaries blue to match main body colour with a fi ne chestnut 
outer edge; secondaries blue inner web, bay outer web, forming a solid bay triangle 
when the wing is closed; wing bar blue to match the main body.
Female plumage: Head, neck hackles and tail even dark slate-blue. Lower neck hackles 
may be slightly broken in the centre with dark bay, but this not showing through. The 
remainder of the body to be chestnut to mahogany-brown ground colour, evenness of 
utmost importance. Each feather is to be laced with two concentric rings of clear even 
blue, lighter in shade to the neck and tail. Lacings to be as crisp as possible and encircle 
the feather completely, must not be crescent shaped, too heavy or run into each other. 
A third blue marking in the centre base of the feather producing triple lacing is desirable. 
Lacing to cover the whole remainder of the body, including tail coverts and extending 
to the thighs, but becoming indistinct into the belly fl uff and round the vent, where it 
becomes even blue. Undercolour pale blue-grey. Wing primaries even blue with a little 
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fi ne chestnut peppering on inner web; secondaries inner web blue, outer web to match 
body ground colour, with a clear lacing of blue round the outer web; wing bar double 
laced to match the remainder of the body.

In both sexes: Beak yellow, horn or horn striped with yellow. Eyes pearl to pale red. 
Face, comb, wattle and ear-lobes rich red. Legs rich orange or yellow, nails to match 
beak.

Weights

Male 3.60 kg (8 lb) min.
Female 2.70 kg (6 lb) min.

Scale of points

Type and colour 
(body and thighs 10, back, breast, wings, tail, legs, 8 each, neck 3) 53
Carriage 12
Size 10
Head (skull, eyes and brows, 3 each, beak, wattles, lobes, comb, 2 each)  17
Condition  8
 100

Note: The Indian Game fowl is in no way allied to the English Game fowl. Hence, it is 
not recognized as a true Game bird in the Fancy; that is, unless classes are specially 
provided for the breed it must compete in the ‘Any other variety’ classes and not in 
those set aside for ‘Game’, vide Poultry Club Show Rules.

Defects

Crooked breast or toes. Flat shins. Rusty hackles. Bad shape. Heavy feathering. White 
in hackles. Smallness of size. Long legs and thighs. Twisted hackle.

Disqualifi cations

In the male: Crooked back, beak and legs. Wry or squirrel tail, in-knees, bent legs and 
fl at sides. Single or Malay comb. Red hackles. Additionally in the dark, female too light, 
too dark or mealy ground colour, and defective markings.

BANTAM
Jubilees are similar to the Indians except that where Indians are black, Jubilees are white. 
Both colours are frequently interbred. Indian, Jubilee and blue laced Indian Game 
bantams should follow the large fowl standard, including the scale of points.

Weights

The Indian Game Club does not issue defi nite weight standards for bantams and weights 
detailed below are suggestions only. These weights are often exceeded and excess size 
should be penalised.

Male 2.00 kg (41–2  lb)
Female 1.50 kg (31–2  lb)

Originally, British Bantam Association weights were below these. No characteristic of 
the breed must be developed or exaggerated to such an extent that Indian Game cannot 
effectively reproduce themselves.
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IXWORTH
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Heavy: Rare
Egg colour: Tinted

The all-white Ixworth was created by Reginald Appleyard in 1932, taking its name from 
the village in Suffolk, and was produced as an excellent table bird with good laying 
qualities. Breeds used in its make-up included white Sussex, white Orpington, white 
Minorca, Jubilee, Indian and white Indian Game. In 1938, Ixworth bantams were to 
follow and at the time their breeder said they were better than the large fowl. The breed 
is now kept by the dedicated few, in both large fowl and bantams.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Alert, active and well balanced.
Type: Body deep, well rounded, fairly long but compact. Back long, fl at, reasonably 
broad, without too prominent a slope to the tail. Breast broad, full, deep, well rounded, 
long and wide, low breastbone carried well forward; with unpronounced keel or keel 
point; well fl eshed and rounded off for entire length. Wings strong, carried close, 
showing shoulder butts. Tail compact, of medium length and carried fairly low, the 
sickles close fi tting.
Head: Broad and of medium length. Beak short and stout. Eyes full, prominent, keen 
expression, without heavy brows. Comb pea type. Face smooth and of fi ne texture. 
Ear-lobes and wattles medium size and fi ne texture.
Neck: Somewhat erect and of reasonable length. Hackle feathers short, close fi tting and 
in no way excessive or loose.
Legs and feet: Legs well apart, and of reasonable length to ensure activity. Thighs well 
fl eshed and of medium length. Shanks covered with tight scales, free from feathers. Toes, 
four, straight, well spread and fi rm stance. Bone characteristic of a fi rst-class table 
bird.
Plumage: Short, silky and close fi tting; fl uff likewise.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

Male and female plumage: White.
In both sexes: Beak white. Eyes red or bright orange. Comb, face, wattles, and ear-

lobes brilliant red. Legs, feet, skin and fl esh white.

Weights

Cock 4.10 kg (9 lb); cockerel 3.60 kg (8 lb)
Hen 3.20 kg (7 lb); pullet 2.70 kg (6 lb)
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Ixworth male

Ixworth female
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Scale of points

Table merits 40
Shape and size 20
Colour (general) 20
Head 10
Plumage and condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Coarseness. Lack of activity. Loose feathers. Any point against table values or general 
usefulness. Any deformity.

BANTAM
Ixworth bantams should follow exactly the standard for large fowl.

Weights

Male 1020 g (36 oz)
Female 790 g (28 oz)

JAPANESE BANTAM
Origin: Japan
Classifi cation: True Bantam
Egg colour: White or cream

True bantams of great antiquity, these are without counterparts in the large breeds. They 
are the shortest legged of all varieties and are standardised in three feather forms: plain 
or normal feather, frizzle feather and silkie feather. The frizzle feathered shall follow 
both the type and colours of the plain-feathered standards, but the ends of all feathers 
are to curl back and point towards the head. Feathers must be broad and as closely 
curled as possible. The silkie feathered refers to the feather construction. All birds must 
follow closely the general standard, but body feathers shall have a silky, loose feather 
structure (i.e. feathers have no main centre vein). This cannot apply to primary and 
secondary wing feathers or to true tail feathers, which would nullify any true Japanese 
type.

General characteristics: male

Carriage and appearance: Very small, low built, broad and cobby with deep full breast 
and full-feathered upright tail. Appearance somewhat quaint due to a very large comb, 
dwarfi sh character and waddling gait. Plumage very full and abundant.
Type: Back very short, wide, and seen from the side it forms the shape of a small letter 
U, the sides being formed by the neck and tail. This shape, however, is almost lost in 
fully feathered males. Saddle hackles rich and long. Body short, deep and broad. Breast 
very full, round and carried prominently forward. Wings long with the tips of the sec-
ondaries touching the ground immediately under the end of the body. Thighs very short 
and not visible. Tail very large and upright. The main tail feathers should rise above the 
level of the head by about one third of their length, spreading well and with long sword-
shaped main sickles and numerous soft side hangers. The tail may touch the comb with 
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Black Japanese male Black-red Japanese male

its front feathers, but must not be set so as to lean forward at too sharp an angle (squir-
rel tailed).
Head: Large and broad, beak strong and well curved, eyes large. Comb single, large 
(the larger the better), coarse grained, erect and evenly serrated with four or fi ve points. 
The blade of the comb should follow the nape of the neck. Face smooth, ear-lobes 
medium size, red and free from all traces of white. Wattles pendant and large.
Neck: Rather short, curving backwards and with abundant hackle feathers which should 
drape the shoulders well.
Legs and feet: Shanks very short, clean (free from feather), strong and sharply angled 
at the joints. The shanks to be so short as to be almost invisible. Toes, four, straight 
and well spread.

Female

The general characteristics should follow closely those described for the male regarding 
type. Breast should be as described for the male. Tail well spread and rising well above 
the head. The main tail feathers broad, the foremost part being slightly curved (sword-
shaped). Comb large, evenly serrated and preferably erect, although falling to one side 
being no defect.

Colour

The black-tailed white
Male and female plumage: Body feathers white, wing primaries and secondaries should 
have white outer and black inner webs, the closed wings look almost white. Main tail 
feathers black. Main sickles and side hangers black or black with white edges.

In both sexes: Eyes red. Legs yellow.
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Black-tailed white Japanese male Grey Japanese male

The black-tailed buff
Male and female plumage: The same markings as the black-tailed white, except that 
the white is replaced by buff.

The buff columbian
Male and female plumage: Rich even buff, wing primaries and secondaries buff with 
black inner webs, the closed wings look almost buff. Sickles and side hangers black with 
buff edges. Neck hackle feathers buff with black centre down each, the hackle to be free 
from black edges.

In both sexes: Eyes red. Legs yellow.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure white without sappiness.

In both sexes: Eyes red. Legs yellow.

The black
Male and female plumage: Deep full black with a green sheen.

In both sexes: Eyes red or dark. Comb and face red. Legs yellow, black permitted on 
shanks but underside of feet must be yellow.

The greys
The birchen grey
Male plumage: Silver neck and saddle hackles streaked with black, breast laced to top 
of thighs, retaining light shaft to centre of feather. Tail black with green sheen.
Female plumage: Silver laced neck hackle to be clear-cut, back and tail black. Breast 
feathers laced to top of thighs retaining light shaft to centre of feather. Lacing to be 
clear-cut completely surrounding each feather.

In both sexes: Red face and eye, dark face and eye if possible. Legs yellow or dusky 
with yellow soles.
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The silver grey
Male plumage: As birchen grey, lacing to be most pronounced.
Female plumage: Colour and lacing as in birchen grey, silvering to be allowed to extend 
over back, wings and thighs.

In both sexes: Red face and eye, yellow or dusky legs with yellow soles.

The dark grey
Male plumage: As birchen grey, but breast black.
Female plumage: As birchen grey female without lacing to breast, clear black breast.

The millers grey
Male and female plumage: As birchen grey but mealy (stippled with a lighter shade as 
though dusted with meal) on breast.

All greys to have black wing bays.

The mottleds
The black
Male and female plumage: All feathers should be black with white tips. The amount 
of white may vary, but the ideal is between 0.94 cm (3–8  in.) and 1.25 cm (1–2  in.). Tails and 
wings similar but more white permitted.

The blue
Male and female plumage: As above but blue instead of black.

The red
Male and female plumage: As the black but red instead of black.

In both sexes and all mottleds
Beaks to match legs, which should be yellow or willow. Eyes red or orange.

The blues
The self
Male and female plumage: All feathers blue, neck feathers may be a darker blue than 
the remainder.

In both sexes: Eyes orange. Legs slate or willow.

The lavender
Male and female plumage: All feathers a lavender-blue to skin, even shade 
throughout.

In both sexes: Eyes orange or dark brown. Legs slate or blue.

The cuckoo
Male and female plumage: The feathers throughout including body, wing and tail to 
be generally uniformly cuckoo-coloured with transverse bands of dark bluish-grey on a 
light grey ground.

In both sexes: Beak yellow marked with black. Eyes orange or red. Legs yellow.

The red
Male and female plumage: All feathers deep red, solid to skin and even shade 
throughout.

In both sexes: Beak and legs yellow, both may be marked with red. Eyes red.
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The tri-coloured
Male and female plumage: The colours white, black and brown or dark ochre should 
be as equally divided as possible on each feather.

In both sexes: Eyes red or orange. Legs yellow or willow.

The black-red
Wheaten bred
Male plumage: Light orange red neck and saddle hackle, free from dark striping, Wing 
bows bright red, black wing bars and light red wing bays, black tail with green sheen. 
Body black with light slate under colour.
Female plumage: Wheaten-coloured (the word ‘wheaten’ as used in this description is 
intended to mean the predominate colour of ripened wheat). Hackle and back should 
be an even shade of wheaten, breast and underparts should be a lighter shade of wheaten. 
Under colour light slate. Tail dull black/dark wheaten.

In both sexes: Red face and eye, legs dusky yellow.

Partridge bred
Male plumage: Dark red neck and saddle hackle stripped with black, crimson shoulders 
and dark, bay-coloured wing ends. Body black with light slate under colour. Tail black 
with green sheen.
Female plumage: Back, shoulders and wings even partridge-brown stippled with fi ne 
dark markings, golden neck hackle striped with black. Salmon-coloured breast shading 
to ash-grey belly, primary and tail feathers dark.

In both sexes: Face red, eyes dark red, legs yellow or dusky with yellow sole.

The brown-red
Male plumage: Gold neck and saddle hackles streaked with black, breast laced to top 
of thighs retaining light shaft to centre of feather. Tail and wings black with green 
sheen.
Female plumage: Gold laced neck hackle to be clear-cut, back, tail and wings black. 
Breast feathers laced to top of thighs retaining light shaft to centre of feather. Lacing to 
be clear-cut completely surrounding each feather.

In both sexes: Red face and eye, dark face and eye if possible. Legs yellow or dusky 
with yellow sole.

The blue-red, silver and gold duckwing
The latter three colours all as described for Old English Game.

The following secondary colours are permitted: ginger, blue dun, honey dun, golden 
hackled, furness.

Weights

Male 510–600 g (18–20 oz)
Female 400–510 g (14–18 oz)

Scale of points

Type and size 55
Head, beak and neck 10
Legs and feet 10
Colour and plumage 10
Condition  15
 100
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Serious defects

Narrow build. Long legs. Long back. Wry or squirrel tail. Tail carried low. Deformed 
comb and lopped comb on males. High wing carriage. White lobes. Any physical 
deformity.

JERSEY GIANT
LARGE FOWL
Origin: America
Classifi cation: Heavy: Rare
Egg colour: Tinted to brown

Originated in New Jersey in about 1880, this American breed took the name of ‘Giant’ 
because of the extra heavy weights that specimens could record. Its make-up accounts 
for such poundage as it includes black Java, dark Brahma, black Langshan and Indian 
Game. When introduced into this country it was claimed for the breed that the birds 
were heavier than those of any breed, that it was adaptable for farm range, and also for 
providing capons. Earlier specimens were of exceptional weights.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Bold, alert and well balanced.
Type: Body long, wide, deep and compact; smooth at sides, with long keel, smooth and 
moderately full fl uff. Back rather long, broad, nearly horizontal, with a short sweep to 
the tail. Breast broad, deep and full, carried well forward. Wings medium sized, well 
folded, carried at the same angle as the body, the primaries and secondaries broad and 
overlapping in natural order when the wings are folded. Tail rather large, full, well 
spread, carried at an angle of 45° above the horizontal, the sickles just suffi ciently long 
to cover the main tail feathers, the coverts moderately abundant and of medium length, 
the main tail feathers broad and overlapping.
Head: Rather large and broad. Beak short, stout and well curved. Eyes large, round, 
full and prominent. Comb single, straight, upright, rather large and of fi ne texture, 
having six well defi ned and evenly serrated points, the blade following the shape of the 
neck. Face smooth and fi ne in texture. Ear-lobes smooth and rather large, extending 
down one half of the length of the wattles. Wattles of medium size and fi ne texture, well 
rounded at the lower ends.
Neck: Moderately long, full and well arched.
Legs and feet: Legs straight and set well apart. Thighs large, strong, of moderate length 
and well covered with feathers. Shanks strong, stout, medium length and free from 
feathers; scales fi ne, bone of good quality and proportionate to size of bird. Toes, four, 
of medium length, straight and well spread.

Female

With the exception of the tail, which is well spread and carried at an angle of 30° above 
the horizontal, the general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for 
the natural sexual differences.
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Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: The surface a lustrous green-black, and the undercolour 
slate or light grey.

In both sexes: Beak black, shading to yellow towards the tip. Eyes dark brown or 
hazel. Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes red. Legs and feet black, with a tendency 
towards willow in adult birds, the underpart of the feet being yellow.

The white
Male and female plumage: The surface and undercolour white.

The blue
Male and female plumage: Modern Langshan blue laced preferred.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak willow (some yellow permissible at present). Eyes brown to black. Comb, face, 
wattles and ear-lobes red. Legs and feet willow, i.e. dark greenish-yellow, soles yellow. 
Skin nearly white.

Weights

Cock 5.90 kg (13 lb); cockerel 5.00 kg (11 lb)
Hen 4.55 kg (10 lb); pullet 3.60 kg (8 lb)
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Scale of points

Shape and carriage  25
Colour 20
Quality 15
Head 10
Size and symmetry 10
Condition 10
Legs and feet  10
 100

Serious defects (in whites)

Smoky surface colour. Side sprigs to comb. More than 0.90 kg (2 lb) below standard 
weight in mature stock.

Defects (in blacks and whites)

Overhanging eyebrows. Sluggishness. Coarseness. Excessive or superfi ne bone. In blacks: 
black or dull black undercolour extending to the skin of the hackle, back, breast, or 
body and fl uff. Positive white showing on surface of plumage. Other than yellow under 
the feet. More than 0.90 kg (2 lb) below the standard weight in mature stock.

BANTAM
Jersey Giant bantams should follow exactly the standard of the large fowl.

Weights

Male 1.74 kg (31–4  lb)
Female 1.13 kg (21–2  lb)

KO SHAMO
Origin: Japan
Classifi cation: Asian Hardfeather. True Bantam
Egg colour: White or tinted

Ko Shamo are the most popular of the small Shamo breeds, none of which have large 
fowl counterparts, and none of which should be referred to as ‘Shamo Bantams’. They 
are strong, muscular little birds with very sparse plumage. Slightly differing types are 
considered to be correct in Japan, their country of origin, and there will probably always 
be some variation here too. The most important attributes should be character and 
attitude, strong head and beak, prominent shoulders, very short, hard feather and tiny 
‘prawn’ tail.

General characteristics: male

Type and carriage: Upright stance. Alert, confi dent bearing. Full of character and atti-
tude. The entire bird should comprise three equal parts: head and neck/body/legs.
Body: Extremely fi rm and muscular. Body narrowing gradually towards the tail. Rump 
fi rm.
Breast: Broad, deep, well rounded and muscular.
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Back: Medium length and broad. Widest at the shoulders, gradually narrowing from 
above the thighs. Backbone straight, sloping down towards the tail. Saddle feathers 
should be sparse, narrow and short.
Wings: Short and strong with prominent shoulders. Wing tips should stop at the base 
of the saddle hackle and should not be carried over the back. Birds of the best type are 
usually found to have split wing. In the Ko Shamo this should never be judged a 
fault.
Tail: Very short. Main tail slightly fanned with sickles and tail coverts very short and 
curved forming a ‘prawn’ tail, with feather tips pointing down and inwards. A tubular 
shape is also acceptable.
Head: Large with prominent eyebrows to suggest ferocity. Beak thick, short, well curved 
and deep from top to bottom. Comb triple, walnut or chrysanthemum: all types should 
be small and fi rm, closely set to the head. Eyes large and penetrating. Wattles very small 
or absent. Ear-lobes and throat skin thick and rather wrinkled with a dewlap of bare 
red skin (the wrinkled skin is not developed so much in the Ko Shamo as in the Yamato 
Gunkei).
Neck: Long, strong, curved slightly, almost erect. The bare skin of the dewlap extends 
well down the front of the neck. Neck hackle feathers are very short and narrow, hardly 
reaching the base of the neck.
Legs and feet: Thighs of medium length, well muscled and rounded. Legs well apart, 
accentuated by the general sparse plumage of body and legs. Shanks straight, thick and 
strong, with scales in four or more neat rows. Toes four, straight and well spread.
Plumage: Very hard and sparse. Bare red skin showing at keel, vent and point of 
wing.
Handling: Extremely fi rm fl eshed and muscular.

Ko Shamo male
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Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for natural sexual 
differences.

Colour

Black/red (the red may be any shade from yellow to dark red, with wheaten or partridge 
females which can be any shade from cream to dark brown with or without dark mark-
ings), duckwing, black, white, blue, ginger, splash, spangle and cuckoo are all 
recognised.

In both sexes and all colours: Beak yellow or horn, with dark markings acceptable. 
Legs and feet yellow, dusky markings acceptable in dark-coloured birds. Comb, face, 
ear-lobes, wattles and any exposed skin red. Eyes silver or gold. Darker eyes acceptable 
in young birds.

Weights

Cock 1000 g (2 lb 4 oz); cockerel 800 g (1 lb 12 oz)
Hen 800 g (1 lb 12 oz); pullet 600 g (1 lb 6 oz)

Scale of points

Type and carriage 30
Head and neck 20
Condition and plumage quality  20
Legs and feet 10
Eye colour 10
Legs and feet colour 5
Plumage colour  5
 100

Serious defects

Lack of attitude. Poor carriage. Overlarge comb. ‘Duck’ feet. Long tail. Any evidence 
of tail-plucking.

KRAIENKÖPPE (TWENTSE) 
LARGE FOWL
Origin: The Netherlands and Germany
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: White

Kraienköppe is the German name, Twentse the Dutch name for this border area breed. 
The basic breed type began with crosses between Malays and local farmyard fowls in 
the late nineteenth century. Later, silver duckwing Leghorns were introduced. Kraien-
köppe were fi rst exhibited in The Netherlands in 1920 and Germany in 1925. The 
bantams were developed from crosses of the large breed with Malay bantams. They 
were fi rst exhibited in The Netherlands in 1940, in Germany in 1955 and in Britain 
around 1970.
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General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upright and elegant with powerful appearance.
Type: Body extended, strongly built, becoming fuller towards the rear. Back fairly long, 
straight, rounded at the sides with wide and abundant saddle hackle. Shoulders powerful 
and fairly wide. Breast wide and full. Wings long and powerful, carried closely with the 
tips under the saddle hackle. Tail fairly long and carried at an angle of 30–40°, with 
full sickles.
Head: Short, wide, arched, with a visibly prominent nape. Face free from feathers. 
Comb narrow walnut, in the shape of an elongated strawberry (or acorn), well set. 
Wattles short. Ear-lobes small. Beak short, strong, the tip bent downwards. Eyes fi ery, 
alert, set somewhat under beetling brows.
Neck: Powerful, wide between the shoulders, of good average length, carried upright, 
curved slightly backwards with abundant hackle falling over the shoulders and back.
Legs and feet: Thighs powerful, prominent with smooth feathering. Shanks slender, 
smooth, free from feathers. Toes, four, fairly long, widely spread.
Plumage: Tight fi tting.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences. The back is carried almost horizontally. The tail is closed but not 
pointed. The comb is the size of a pea, very fl attened. The wattles are small to the point 
of disappearance.

Colour

The silver
Male plumage: Head white, neck silvery-white with black shaft stripe. Wing bows and 
back pure silvery-white. Saddle silvery-white with distinct shaft stripe. Wings: bays 
silvery-white, wide black wing bars with green sheen; primaries black with narrow white 
outer lacing; secondaries’ outer colour white, inner colour and tips black, so that the 
closed wing appears pure white. Breast, abdomen, thighs and hind part black, tail pure 
deep black with black sickles with green sheen.
Female plumage: Head silvery-grey, hackle pure silvery-white with black shaft 
stripe; back, shoulders and wings ash-grey with silvery stippling and a whitish 
shaft. From hackle to tail every feather should show a narrow bright silvery-grey lacing. 
Breast salmon to salmon-red, abdomen and hind part ash-grey; tail black and 
greyish-black.

The golden
Male plumage: As the silver, except that the silvery-white is replaced by golden-red, 
lighter on head and neck.
Female plumage: Head and neck golden-yellow marked as the silver. Back, shoulders 
and wings light brown ground colour of even shade with fi ne black striping, peppering 
and stippling; yellow shaft. From hackle to tail every feather should show a narrow 
golden lacing. Breast salmon to salmon-red, abdomen and hind part brownish ash-grey. 
Tail black with brown markings.

In both sexes and colours
Beak yellow with dark tip. Eyes yellow-red to red. Face, comb, ear-lobes and wattles 
red. Legs and feet bright yellow.
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Kraienköppe female, large

Kraienköppe male, large



Weights

Male 2.50–2.95 kg (51–2 –61–2  lb)
Female 1.80–2.50 kg (4–51–2  lb)

Scale of points

Type 25
Colour 25
Head 20
Legs and feet  15
Condition  15
 100

Serious defects

Short or narrow body. Roach back. Upright or poorly furnished tail. Low stance. Droop-
ing wings. Thin neck. Coarse, pointed or narrow head. Fish eyes. Fluffy plumage. 
Narrow sickles. Any other comb.

BANTAM
Kraienköppe bantams should follow the large fowl standard in every respect.

Weights

Male 850 g (30 oz)
Female 740 g (26 oz)

KULANG
Origin: India and Pakistan
Classifi cation: Asian Hardfeather. Large Fowl.
Egg colour: White or tinted

The Kulang Asil is an Indian bird of Malayoid type, kept and fought in its country of 
origin for hundreds of years. As Indian and Pakistani people migrated to Britain they 
brought these birds with them, and they have been kept here now for many years. The 
standard is intended to preserve the original type, which does vary from area to area.

Their general appearance is very Shamo-like, the major differences being a rather less 
exaggeratedly upright stance and less prominent shoulders, and their development 
having been in India rather than the Shamo’s development in Japan.

General characteristics: male

Type and carriage: General appearance powerful, alert and agile, balanced and full of 
aggressive spirit.
Body: Large, fi rm and well muscled.
Breast: Broad and full with deep keel.
Back: Long, broadest at shoulders, sloping down towards tail and gradually tapering 
from upper side of thigh. Backbone straight.
Wings: Short, big, strong and bony, carried close to the body, not showing on the 
back.
Tail: Carried horizontally or below, length to give balance to the bird.
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Head: Strong, deep and broad with wattles and ear-lobes small or absent. Beak power-
ful, broad and curved downwards, but not hooked. Eyes deep-set under overhanging 
brows. Comb triple or walnut, set low on a broad base.
Neck: Long, strong-boned and slightly curved or sometimes with a defi nite angle between 
head and neck.
Legs and feet: Thighs long, round and muscular. Legs medium to long, thick and strong 
with slight bend at hock. Square shanks preferred. Toes four, long and well spread. 
Hind toe straight and fi rm on the ground.
Plumage: Feathers short, narrow and hard, often showing red skin at throat, keel and 
point of wing.
Handling: Extremely fi rm fl eshed, muscular and well balanced. Strong contraction of 
wings to body.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for natural sexual 
differences.

Colour

Black/red (wheaten) is the most common colour, but no colour or combination of 
colours is disqualifi ed.

In both sexes and all colours: Beak yellow or horn. Legs and feet pale preferred, but 
any colour acceptable. Comb, face, throat, ear-lobes and any exposed skin brilliant red. 
Eyes pearl to gold. Darker eyes acceptable in young birds.

Kulang male
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Weights

Male 3.5 kg (7 lb 12 oz) min.
Female 2.5 kg (5 lb 8 oz) min.
There is no maximum size.

Scale of points

Type and carriage  40
Head 20
Feather/condition 20
Legs and feet  20
 100

Serious defects

Lack of attitude. Overlarge comb. ‘Duck’ feet.

LA FLÈCHE
LARGE FOWL
Origin: France
Classifi cation: Heavy: Rare
Egg colour: Tinted

The La Flèche is a French breed which has never been widespread in Britain. A large 
black breed with two vertical spikes for a comb, it is related to the Crèvecoeur and in 
the middle of the nineteenth century was used to produce white-skinned petit poussin 
for the Paris market.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Bold and upstanding.
Type: Body, general appearance large, powerful and rather hard. Back wide and rather 
long, slanting to the tail. Wings large and powerful. Breast full and prominent. Tail 
moderate in size.
Head: General appearance of the head long, slightly coarse and cruel. Beak large and 
strong with cavernous nostrils. Comb a double spike standing nearly upright with very 
small spikes in front. Wattles long and pendulous, ear-lobes large. Head should be quite 
free of crest.
Neck: Long and very upright, but not backward, with as much hackle as possible.
Legs and feet: Thighs and shanks long and powerful, the latter being free of feathers; 
toes large and straight.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

Male and female plumage: Glossy black with bright green refl ections.
In both sexes: Beak black or very dark horn, comb, wattles and face deep red, ear-

lobes brilliant white. Eyes bright red or black. Legs and feet very dark slate or 
leaden-black.
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La Flèche male, large

Weights

Male 3.60–4.10 kg (8–9 lb)
Female 2.70–3.20 kg (6–7 lb)

Scale of points

Type and carriage  25
Head 35
Colour 15
Size 15
Legs and feet 5
Condition  5
 100

Serious defects

Presence of crest. Entirely red ear-lobes. Feathers on legs. Incorrect leg colour. Coloured 
feathers. Wry tail or any deformity.

BANTAM
La Flèche bantams should follow exactly the standard of the large fowl.

Weights

Male 1020 g (36 oz)
Female 790 g (28 oz)



LAKENVELDER
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Germany
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: Tinted

Lakervelt is a village near Utrecht, in the east of The Netherlands. It is also the place of 
origin of Lakenvelder cattle, which have a similar black and white colour pattern. The 
area where the chicken breed developed extended over the border to the Nordrhein-
Westfalen region of Germany, where the breed name is Lakenfelder. These distinctively 
patterned chickens were recorded as far back as 1727. They were not imported to the 
UK until 1901 and then fi rst exhibited at the 1902 Shrewsbury Show. Their popularity 
has been limited because very few birds have the desired completely black neck and tail 
with a white body.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upright, bold and sprightly.
Type: Body moderately long, fairly wide at the shoulders and narrowing slightly to the 
root of the tail. Full and round breast. Broad and apparently short back. Medium long 
wings, tucked well up, the bows and tips covered by the neck and saddle hackles. Long 
and full tail, the sickles carried at an angle of 45°, but avoiding ‘squirrel’ carriage.
Head: Skull short and fi ne. Beak strong and well curved. Eyes large, bright and promi-
nent. Comb single, erect, evenly serrated, of medium size, and following the contour of 
the skull. Face smooth and of fi ne texture. Ear-lobes small and of almond shape. Wattles 
of medium length, well rounded at the base.
Neck: Of medium length and furnished with long hackle feathers fl owing well on the 
shoulders.
Legs and feet: Of medium length. Thighs well apart. Shanks fi ne and round, free of 
feathers. Toes, four, strong and well spread. 

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences. (Note: The comb is carried erect, and not drooping.)

Colour

Male and female plumage: Head, neck hackle and tail solid black, free of stripes, ticks 
or spots. Wing primaries and secondaries white outer web, black inner web. Remainder 
is white with light blue-grey undercolour. In the male the saddle hackles are white with 
black striping.

In both sexes: Beak dark horn. Eyes red or bright chestnut. Comb, face and wattles 
bright red. Ear-lobes white. Legs and feet slate-blue.

Weights

Male 2.25–2.70 kg (5–6 lb)
Female 2.00 kg (41–2  lb)
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Lakenvelder female, large

Lakenvelder male
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Scale of points

Colour 45
Size 20
Head 10
Type 10
Condition 10
Legs and feet  5
 100

Serious defects

Comb other than single. Feathers on shanks. Wry tail or any other deformity.

BANTAM
Lakenvelder bantams should follow the large fowl standard.

Weights

Male 680 g (24 oz)
Female 510 g (18 oz)

LEGHORN
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Mediterranean
Classifi cation: Light: Soft feather
Egg colour: White

Italy was the original home of the Leghorn, but the fi rst specimens of the white variety 
reached this country from America around 1870, and of the brown 2 years or so later. 
These early specimens weighed not more than 1.6 kg (31–2  lb) each, but our breeders 
started to increase the body weight of the whites by crossing the Minorca and Malay, 
until the birds were produced well up to the weights of the heavy breeds. In the postwar 
years, the utility and commercial breeders established a type of their own, and that is 
the one which is now favoured. In commercial circles the white Leghorn has fi gured 
prominently in the establishment of high egg-producing hybrids.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Very sprightly and alert, but without any suggestion of stiltiness or in-kneed 
appearance. Well balanced.
Type: Body wide at the shoulders and narrowing slightly to root of tail. Back long and 
fl at, sloping slightly to the tail. Breast round, full and prominent, carried well forward; 
breastbone straight. Wings large, tightly carried and well tucked up. Tail moderately 
full and carried at an angle of 45° from the line of the back; full, sweeping sickles.
Head: Well balanced with fi ne skull. Beak short and stout, the point clear of the front 
of the comb. Eyes prominent. Comb single or rose. The single of fi ne texture, straight, 
and erect, moderately large but not overgrown, coarse or beefy, deeply and evenly ser-
rated (the spikes broad at their base), extending well beyond the back of the head and 
following, without touching, the line of the head, free from ‘thumb marks’ and side 
sprigs or twist at the back. The rose moderately large, fi rm (not overgrown so as to 
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obstruct the sight), the leader extending straight out behind and not following the line 
of the head, the top covered with small coral-like points of even height and free from 
hollows. Face smooth, fi ne in texture and free from wrinkles or folds. Ear-lobes well 
developed and pendant, equally matched in size and shape, smooth, open and free from 
folds. Wattles long, thin and fi ne in texture, free from wrinkles and creases.
Neck: Long, profusely covered with hackle feathers and carried upright.
Legs and feet: Legs moderately long. Shanks fi ne and round – fl at shins objectionable – 
and free of feathers. Ample width between legs. Toes, four, long, straight and well 
spread, the back toe straight and well spread, the back toe straight out at rear. Scales 
small and close fi tting.
Plumage: Of silky texture, free from woolliness or excessive feather.
Handling: Firm, with abundance of muscle.

Female

With the exception of the single comb rising from a fi rm base and falling gracefully over 
either side of the face without obstructing the sight, and the tail, which is carried closely 
and not at such a high angle, the general characteristics are similar to those of the male, 
allowing for the natural sexual differences.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Rich green-black and perfectly free from any other colour.

The blue
Male and female plumage: Even medium shade of blue from head to tail, free from 
lacing, a dark tint allowed in the hackles of the male, but no black, ‘sand’ or any other 
colour than blue, and the more even the better.

The brown
Male plumage: Head and hackle rich orange shading to lemon tips, striped with black, 
crimson-red at the front of hackles below the wattles. Back, shoulder coverts and wing 
bow deep crimson-red or maroon. Wing coverts steel-blue with green refl ections forming 
a broad bar across; primaries brown; secondaries deep bay on outer web (all that appears 
when wing is closed) and black on the inner web. Saddle rich orange-red with or without 
a few black stripes. Breast and underparts glossy black, quite free from brown splashes. 
Tail black glossed with green; any white in tail is very objectionable; tail coverts black 
edged with brown.
Female plumage: Hackle rich golden-yellow, broadly striped with black. Breast salmon-
red, running into maroon around the head and wattles, and ash-grey at the thighs. Body 
colour rich brown, very closely and evenly pencilled with black, the feathers free from 
light shafts, and the wings free from any red tinge. Tail black, outer feathers pencilled 
with brown.

The buff
Male and female plumage: Any shade of buff from lemon to dark, at the one extreme 
avoiding washiness and at the other a red tinge; the colour to be perfectly uniform, 
allowing for greater lustre on the hackle feathers and wing bow of the male.

The cuckoo
Male and female plumage: Light blue or grey ground, each feather marked across with 
bands of dark blue or grey, the markings to be uniform; the banding shading into the 
ground colour not cleanly cut but sharp enough to keep the two colours distinct.
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White Leghorn female, bantam

Brown Leghorn male, bantam
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Brown Leghorn female, bantam

Exchequer Leghorn male, large



The golden duckwing
Male plumage: Neck hackle rather light yellow or straw, a few shades deeper at the 
front below the wattles, the longer feathers striped with black. Back deep rich gold. 
Saddle and saddle hackle deep gold, shading in hackle to pale gold. Shoulder coverts 
bright gold or orange, solid colour (an admixture of lighter feathers is very objection-
able). Wing bows the same as the shoulder coverts; coverts metallic-blue (blue-violet) 
forming an even bar across the wing, sharp, cleanly cut and not too broad; primaries 
black, with white edging on the outer web; secondaries white outer web (all that appears 
when the wing is closed), black inner and end of feather. Breast black with green lustre. 
Tail black, richly glossed, with green-grey fl uff at the base.
Female plumage: Head grey (a brown cap is very objectionable). Hackle white, 
each feather sharply striped with black or dark grey (a light tinge of yellow in the 
ground colour admitted). Breast and undercolour bright salmon-red (this point is 
very important), darker on throat and shaded off to ash-grey or fawn on the underparts. 
Back, wings, sides and saddle dark slate-grey, fi nely pencilled with darker grey or 
black. Tail grey, slightly darker than the body colour, inside feathers dull black or dark 
grey.

The silver duckwing
Male plumage: Neck hackle silver-white, the long feathers striped with black. Back, 
saddle and saddle hackle silver-white. Shoulders and wing bow silver-white, as solid as 
possible (any admixture of red or rusty feathers very objectionable). Wing coverts metal-
lic-blue (blue-violet) forming an even bar across the wing, which should be sharp and 
clearly cut, and not too broad; primaries black with white edging on outer parts; sec-
ondaries white outer edge (all that appears when the wing closed), black inner and end 
of feathers. Thighs and underparts black. Tail black richly glossed with green, grey fl uff 
at the base.
Female plumage: Head silver-white. Hackle silver-white, each feather sharply striped 
with black or dark grey. Breast and underparts light salmon or fawn, darker on throat 
and shaded off to ash-grey on underparts. Back, wings, sides and saddle clear delicate 
silver-grey or French grey, without any shade of red or brown, fi nely pencilled with dark 
grey or black (purity of colour very important). Tail grey, slightly darker than the body 
colour with the inside feathers a dull black or dark grey.

The exchequer
Male and female plumage: Black and white evenly distributed with some white in the 
undercolour, the white of the surface colour in the form of a large blob as distinct from 
v-shaped ticking. Wings and tail to appear white and black evenly distributed.

The mottled
Black mottled
Male and female plumage: Black with white tips to each feather, the tips as evenly dis-
tributed as possible. Black to predominate and to have a rich green sheen.

Red mottled
Male and female plumage: Light red to mahogany red with white tips to each feather, 
the tips as evenly distributed as possible. Red to predominate and to have a rich 
sheen.

The partridge
Male and female plumage: This colour is fully described under Wyandotte bantams 
and need not be repeated here.
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The pile
Male plumage: Neck hackle bright orange. Back and saddle rich maroon. Shoulders 
and wing bows dark red. Secondaries dark chestnut outer web (all that appears when 
the wing is closed) and white inner. Remainder white.
Female plumage: Neck white tinged with gold. Breast deep salmon-red shading into 
white thighs. Remainder white.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure white, free from straw tinge.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak yellow or horn. Eyes red. Comb, face and wattles bright red. Ear-lobes pure opaque 
white (resembling white kid) or cream, the former preferred. Legs and feet yellow or 
orange.

Weights

Cock 3.40 kg (71–2  lb); cockerel 2.70–2.95 kg (6–61–2  lb)
Hen 2.50 kg (51–2  lb); pullet 2.00–2.25 kg (41–2 –5 lb)

Scale of points

Type 35
Head 25
Legs 10
Colour 20
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects in all colours (for which a bird should be passed)

Single comb: male’s comb twisted or falling over, or female’s erect. Ear-lobes red. Any 
white on face. Legs other than yellow or orange. Side sprigs on comb. Wry or squirrel 
tail, or any bodily deformity. Rosecomb: comb other than rose or such as to obstruct 
sight. Ear-lobes red. White in face. Wry or squirrel tail or any bodily deformity. Legs 
other than orange or yellow.

BANTAM
Leghorn bantams should follow the large fowl standard in all respects.

Weight

Male 1020 kg (36 oz) max.
Female 910 kg (32 oz) max.

LINCOLNSHIRE BUFF
LARGE FOWL
Origin: British
Classifi cation: Heavy
Egg colour: Tinted
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A dual purpose utility breed found mainly in its native Lincolnshire. During the nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries, it was supplied in vast numbers to the London 
markets as a white-fl eshed table bird and was widely sold as a good winter layer. Stan-
dardisation of the buff Orpington, which many at the time considered to be a refi ned 
Lincolnshire Buff, lead to its demise in name by the 1920s, although its genetic material 
still lived on in the Orpington albeit in a much modifi ed form. In the 1980s, the breed 
was redeveloped in Lincolnshire using this genetic material, with the addition of that of 
the Cochin and Dorking.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Alert, upright, with bold appearance.
Type: Body large, deep and moderately long. Back broad, saddle feathers medium length 
and abundant. Breast broad with well rounded keel bone, long and straight. Wings 
moderately large and carried horizontally. Tail medium size and carried well out, with 
well curved sickles.
Head: Head strong. Beak stout. Eyes large and bright. Comb to be single, upright and 
straight, medium size, free from side sprigs, smooth and fi ne in texture, with fi ve or six 
evenly serrated spikes. Face smooth. Wattles medium size, rounded and of fi ne texture. 
Ear-lobes fi ne in texture.
Neck: Medium length with full hackle.
Legs and feet: Free from any feather. Legs set well apart, thighs large and medium 
length. Toes fi ve, the three front toes to be large, round, long and straight but well 
spread. The fourth toe should be as near as possible to that of a four-toed bird, with 
the fi fth toe quite separate, placed above, curving backwards and upwards.
Plumage: Close and free from unnecessary fl uff. Feathers broad.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

Male plumage: Back, neck and saddle hackles a rich orange, wing bow coverts copper, 
wing bar coverts chestnut. A degree of umber on some main wing feathers and axials. 
Tail, side hangers bronze to copper, main feathers and sickles bronze to copper, shading 
into umber. Remainder of the plumage ginger-buff to the skin.
Female plumage: Back, neck, wings, saddle and tail ginger-buff. A small degree or no 
umber on some main wing feathers and axials. Neck hackle with sheen. Tail with darker 
shading up to umber at the end. Remainder of plumage a lighter shade of ginger-buff 
to the skin.

In both sexes: Beak white to horn. Eyes bright orange. Comb, face, lobes and wattles 
bright red. Legs and feet white sometimes with horn shading on the front scales and in 
males in breeding condition, a line of reddish pigment down the outer sides of the 
shanks.

Defects

Mealiness in surface colour. Grey under colour. White in plumage, face or lobes. Lopped 
or beefy comb. Visible umber in the closed wing. Excess fl uff.

Disqualifi cations

Any deformity. Absence of fi fth toe. Leg colour other than as described. Any feathers 
on legs. Any green-black in plumage.
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Weights

Cock 4.00–5.00 kg (9–11 lb); cockerel 3.10–4.00 kg (7–9 lb)
Hen 3.10–4.00 kg (7–9 lb); pullet 2.90–3.60 kg (6–8 lb)

Scale of points

Type 20
Colour 20
Size 20
Head 10
Feet/Legs and fi fth toe 10
Dual purpose utility qualities  10
Condition  10
 100

BANTAM
Lincolnshire Buff bantams should follow exactly the large fowl standard.

Weights

Cock 1–1.3 kg (40 oz); cockerel 980 g (34 oz)
Hen 980 g (34 oz); pullet 850 g (30 oz)
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MALAY
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Asia
Classifi cation: Asian Hardfeather
Egg colour: Tinted

At the fi rst poultry show in England in 1845 the Malay had its classifi cation, and in the 
fi rst British Book of Standards of 1865 descriptions were included of both the black/red 
and the white Malay. One of the oldest breeds, the Malay reached this country as early 
as 1830 and our breeders developed it, particularly in Cornwall and Devon. At the turn 
of the twentieth century the Malay was the fi rst breed to be bantamised, the bantams 
proving to be more popular than the large fowl. They were large in comparison to other 
bantams, and it is diffi cult to reduce size further without losing the typical large fowl 
characteristics. They should follow the large fowl standard in every respect except 
weight.

General characteristics: male

Type and carriage: Fierce, gaunt and erect, high in front, sloping at stern. Hard, clean 
cut-up appearance. The profi le of neck hackle, back and upper feathers of tail should 
form a succession of three curves.
Body: Extremely fi rm and muscular. Wide fronted, short and tapering. Shoulders broad 
and square.
Breast: Deep and full, generally devoid of feathers at point of keel.
Back: Short and sloping with convex outline. Saddle narrow and sloping.
Wings: Large, strong, carried high, held closely to the sides, and devoid of feathers at 
point. Wing butts prominent and well up.
Tail: Of moderate length, drooping but not whipped. Sickles narrow and only slightly 
curved.
Head: Very broad across the skull, with well projecting overhanging eyebrows, giving 
a cruel expression. Beak short, strong and curved downwards, but not hooked. The 
profi le of the beak should follow that of the skull; the two should resemble a semicircle 
in shape. Eyes deep set. Comb shaped like a half walnut, small, set well forward, and 
as free as possible from irregularities. Face smooth. Ear-lobes and wattles small and fi ne 
or absent.
Neck: Long and upright, with a slight curve, thick from gullet to back of skull. Bare 
skin on throat extending a long way down the neck, lightly covered with small hair-like 
feathers. Hackle full at base of skull, but very short and scant elsewhere.
Legs and feet: Legs long and strong boned, set well on the front of the body – in keeping 
with the balance of the bird. Thighs muscular with very little feather, leaving the hocks 
clearly exposed. Shanks free of feathers, neatly scaled, fl at at the hocks and gradually 
rounding to the spurs, which should have a downward curve. Toes four, long and 
straight with powerful nails, hind toe fi rm on the ground.
Plumage: Very short, hard, narrow and scant.
Handling: Extremely fi rm fl eshed and muscular.
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Female

With the exception of the tail, which is carried slightly above the horizontal line, well 
‘played’ as if fl exible at the joint, rather short and square and neither fanned nor 
whipped, the general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the 
natural sexual differences.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Glossy black all over with brilliant green and purple lustre, 
the green predominant. Free from brassy or white feather.

The black-red
Male plumage: Neck and saddle hackle, back and wing bow rich red. Secondaries 
bright bay. Flights, black inner web, red outside edging. Remainder lustrous 
green-black.
Female plumage: Any shade of cinnamon with dark purple tinted hackle, quite free of 
ticks, spangles or pencilling, or white in tail and wings. Partridge marked and clay 
females with golden hackle are also allowed.

The pile
Male plumage: Neck and saddle hackle, back and wing bow rich red. Secondaries bright 
bay. Flights, white inner web, red outside edging. Remainder cream-white.
Female plumage: Hackle gold. Breast salmon. Remainder cream-white.

The spangled
Male plumage: Breast, underparts, thighs and tail an admixture of red and white. 
Remainder, each feather somewhat resembling tortoiseshell in the blending of red or 
chestnut with black, and with a bold white tip or spangle. The fl ight feathers and tail 
as tri-coloured as possible.
Female plumage: Rich dark red or chestnut boldly marked with black and white.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure white, free from any yellow, black or ruddy 
feathers.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak yellow or horn. Legs and feet rich yellow, although in the black a slight duskiness 
may be overlooked. Comb, face, throat, wattles and ear-lobes brilliant red. Eyes pearl, 
white, yellow or daw with a green shade, but the lighter the better. A red or foxy tinge 
is very objectionable. However, it is acceptable for young birds to have slightly darker 
eyes than adults.

Note: The foregoing are the principal colours, others not being kept or bred in suffi cient 
numbers to warrant description. The above colours and markings are ideal, but type 
and quality are the most important points in the Malay.

Weights

Male 5 kg (11 lb) approx.
Female 4.1 kg (9 lb) approx.
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Scale of points

Type (shoulders 7, curves and carriage 16, reach 12)  35
Head 16
Eyes 9
Legs 10
Feathering 10
Colour 6
Tail 6
Condition  8
 100

Serious defects

Lack of attitude. Any clear evidence of an alien cross. Lack of size. Single, spreading or 
pea comb, red eye, bow legs, knock knees, bad feet.

BANTAM
Malay bantams should follow the large fowl standards in all but weight, oversize being 
a common but serious defect.

Weights

Male 1190–1360 g (42–48 oz)
Female 1020–1130 g (36–40 oz)

Black-red Malay male
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MARANS
LARGE FOWL
Origin: France
Classifi cation: Heavy: Soft feather
Egg colour: Dark brown

Taking its name from the town of Marans in France, this breed has in its make-up such 
breeds as the Coucou de Malines, Croad Langshan, Rennes, Faverolles, barred Rock, 
Brakel and Gatinaise. Imported into this country around about 1929, it has developed 
as a dual-purpose sitting breed. Like other barred breeds the cuckoo Marans females 
can be mated with males of other suitable unbarred breeds to give sex-linked offspring 
of the white head-spot distinguishing characteristic.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Active, compact and graceful.
Type: Body of medium length with good width and depth throughout; front broad, full 
and deep. Breast long, well fl eshed, of good width, and without keeliness. Tail well 
carried, high.
Head: Refi ned. Beak deep and of medium size. Eyes large and prominent; pupil large 
and defi ned. Comb single, medium size, straight, erect, with fi ve to seven serrations, and 
of fi ne texture. Face smooth. Wattles of medium size and fi ne texture.
Neck: Of medium length and not too profusely feathered.
Legs and feet: Legs of medium length, wide apart and good-quality bone. Thighs well 
fl eshed, but not heavy in bone. Shanks clean and unfeathered. Toes, four, well spread 
and straight.
Plumage: Fairly tight and of silky texture generally.
Handling: Firm, as befi ts a table breed. Flesh white, and skin of fi ne texture.

Female

General characteristics similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual dif-
ferences. Table and laying qualities to be taken carefully into account jointly.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Black with a beetle-green sheen.
Defects: Restricted white in undercolour. In both sexes: a little darkish pigmentation in 
white shanks.

The dark cuckoo
Male and female plumage: Cuckoo throughout, each feather marked across with bands 
of blue-black. A lighter shaded neck in both male and female, and also back in the male, 
is permissible if defi nitely banded. Cuckoo throughout is the ideal, as even as 
possible. 

The golden cuckoo

Male plumage: Hackles bluish-grey with golden and black bands, neck paler than 
saddle. Breast bluish-grey with black bands, pale golden shading on upper part. Thighs 
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Dark cuckoo Marans female, large

Dark cuckoo Marans male, large
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and fl uff light bluish-grey with medium black banding. Back, shoulders and wing bows 
bluish-grey with rich bright golden and black bands. Wing bars bluish-grey with black 
bands, golden fringe permissible. Wings, primaries dark blue-grey, lightly banded; sec-
ondaries dark blue-grey, lightly banded, with slight golden fringe. Tail dark blue-grey 
banded with black; coverts blue-grey banded with black. General cuckoo markings.
Female plumage: Hackle medium bluish-grey with golden and black bands. Breast dark 
bluish-grey with black bands, pale golden shading on upper parts. Remainder dark 
bluish-grey with black bands. Cuckoo markings.

The silver cuckoo
Male plumage: Mainly white in neck and showing white on upper part of breast, also 
on top. Remainder banded throughout, with lighter ground colour than the dark 
cuckoo.
Female plumage: Mainly white in neck and showing white on upper part of breast. 
Remainder banded throughout, with lighter ground colour than the dark cuckoo.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak, white or horn. Eyes red or bright orange preferred. Comb, face, wattles and ear-
lobes red. Legs and feet white.

Weights

Cock 3.60 kg (8 lb); cockerel 3.20 kg (7 lb)
Hen 3.20 kg (7 lb); pullet 2.70 kg (6 lb)

Scale of points

Type, carriage and table merits (to include type of breast and fl eshing, also 
 quality of fl esh) 40
Size and quality 20
Colours and markings 15
Head 10
Condition 10
Legs and feet  5
 100

Serious defects

Feathered shanks. General coarseness. Lack of activity. Superfi ne bone. Any points 
against utility or reproductive values. White in lobe.

Defects (for which a bird may be passed)

Deformities, crooked breastbone, other than four toes, etc.

BANTAM
Marans bantams should be true miniatures of their large fowl counterparts. No black 
bantam variety is standardised.

Weights

Cock 910 g (32 oz); cockerel 790 g (28 oz)
Hen 790 g (28 oz); pullet 680 g (24 oz)
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MARSH DAISY
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: Tinted

The Marsh Daisy was created around the 1880s by a Mr J. Wright of Southport, using 
an Old English Game bantam cock crossed on to cinnamon Malay hens. A cock pro-
duced from that cross was mated to hens which were a black Hamburgh/white Leghorn 
cross. A white rosecombed male produced from that cross was in turn crossed back to 
the hens of the Hamburgh/Leghorn cross. No other blood was introduced until 1913 
when a Mr C. Moore purchased some hens from Mr Wright and crossed them on to a 
pure Pit Game cock. Desiring to secure the white lobe and willow leg stock, it was 
crossed with Sicilian Buttercups. The above were the basic ingredients for what we now 
know as the Marsh Daisy, a moderate layer and good forager. There are no known 
bantams in this breed.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upright, bold and active.
Type: Body long, fairly broad, especially at the shoulders, with square and blocky 
appearance. Almost horizontal back. Well rounded and prominent breast. Full tail, 
carried at an angle of 45° from the vertical.
Head: Skull fi ne. Beak short and well curved. Eyes bold and prominent. Comb rose, 
medium size, well and evenly spiked, fi nishing in a single leader 1.25 cm (1–2  in.) long in 
line with the surface, not as high as the Hamburgh’s or following the nape of the neck 
as the Wyandotte’s. Face smooth. Ear-lobes almond shaped. Wattles of fi ne texture and 
in keeping with the comb.
Neck: Fairly long, fi ne. Hackle fl owing and falling well on the shoulders to form the 
cape.
Legs and feet: Moderately long. Shanks and feet light boned, free from feathers. Toes, 
four, well spread.
Plumage: Semi-hard, of fi ne texture; profuse feathering to be deprecated.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Black, with beetle-green sheen in abundance.

The buff
Male and female plumage: Golden-buff throughout and buff to the skin. (Note: The 
male’s tail is black to bronze but the ideal is a whole buff bird.)
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The brown
Male plumage: Neck hackle rich gold, back and saddle dark gold. Main tail black; 
sickles black; coverts black, the whole to have a beetle-green sheen. Saddle hackle dark 
gold, a little lighter gold at tips not objectionable. Wing bow dark gold, same shade as 
back; coverts or bar, black with beetle-green sheen; secondaries forming the bay a fl at 
brown, showing a triangular brown bay; primaries a fl at black, with the lower edge fl at 
brown, and all well hidden when the wing is closed and tucked up. Breast and all 
underbody parts black with patches of golden-brown spangled in; solid, shiny black 
should be striven for in these parts. Undercolour decided blue to blue-grey, with a little 
buff or light golden-brown in places on breast.
Female plumage: Head and hackle rich gold, the tips of all feathers black, the whole 
to form a fringe at the cape. Back and wings brown ground ticked or peppered with 
darker brown or fl at black; this may result in a series of black bars across the feathers, 
which is not objectionable. Tail dull, fl at black, a little lighter at the edge of the feathers 
not a disqualifi cation, but should be discouraged. Breast and all underbody parts red-
wheaten or salmon, a level shade all over: too light a shade for these parts, or too deep 
a red-wheaten, should not be striven for.

The wheaten
Male plumage: Hackles rich gold. Back and wing bow deep gold. Tail (coverts and 
sickles) rich beetle-green black. Remainder golden-brown, the colour of a fairly dark 
bay horse. Undercolour (seen when the feathers are raised) from smoke white to a French 
or blue-grey, a little light buff fl uff at the skin of the breast permissible.
Female plumage: Hackle chestnut with black tips forming a fringe at the base of it. 
Shoulders and back (upper part) red-wheat; lower part of back to root of tail lighter 
shade, due to the feathers having a white-wheat edging and red-wheat centre and giving 
a dappling effect. Wing bows red-wheat, the fl ights presenting a triangular patch of light 
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brown when closed. Breast white-wheat. Tail dull black with red-wheat edging. Under-
colour of back, smoke white to blue-grey; of breast, pure white.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure white.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak horn. Eyes rich red with black pupil. Comb, face and wattles red. Ear-lobes white. 
Legs and feet pale willow green; toenails horn.

Weights

Male 2.50–2.95 kg (51–2  lb–61–2  lb)
Female 2.00–2.50 kg (41–2  lb–51–2  lb)

Scale of points

Head (lobes 13, comb and wattles 10, other points 10)  33
Plumage 20
Condition 20
Type 15
Legs  12
 100

plus ‘Laying power’, 20

Serious defects

Want of type. Less than one third white lobe. Red plumage, legs other than willow 
green.

MINORCA
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Mediterranean
Classifi cation: Light: Soft feather
Egg colour: White

The Minorca has been developed in this country as our heaviest light breed, and was at 
one time famous for its extra-large, white eggs. Crossing with the Langshan and other 
heavy breeds did not improve the egg production of the breed, and concentration on 
exaggerated headgear had a similar effect. Those times are passed and wiser counsels 
now prevail. The result is that a much better, balanced type is aimed for on the show 
bench with moderate size of lobes and of comb, and a more prominent front.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upright and graceful.
Type: Body broad at the shoulders, square and compact. Breast full and rounded. Wings 
moderate in length, neat fi tting close to body. Tail full, sickles long, well arched and 
carried well back.
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Head: Long and broad, so as correctly to carry the comb quite erect. Beak fairly long 
and stout. Eyes full, bright and expressive. Comb single or rose in large fowl, single only 
in bantams. The single large, evenly serrated, fi ve serrations preferred, perfectly upright, 
fi rmly set on the head, straight in front, free from any twist or thumb mark, reaching 
well to the back of the head, moderately rough in texture and free from any side sprigs. 
The rose oblong shape, broad at the base over the eyes, closely fi tting, upright, fi rmly 
carried, full in front and tapering gradually to the ‘leader’ at the back, surface evenly 
covered with small nodules or points, free from hollowness, the ‘leader’ to follow the 
curve of the neck but not to touch the hackle. Face fi ne in quality, as free from feathers 
or hairs as possible, and not showing any white. Ear-lobes medium in size, almond 
shaped, smooth, fl at, fi tting close to the head. The lobe should not exceed 6.88 cm 
(23–7  in.) deep and 3.75 cm (11–2  in.) at its widest point on the top, tapering as the Valencia 
almond in shape. No defi nite size for lobes is fi xed in bantams. Wattles, long and 
rounded at the end.
Neck: Long, nicely arched, with fl owing hackle.
Legs and feet: Legs of medium length, and thighs stout. Toes four.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences, with the exception of the single comb which drops well down over 
the side of the face, so as not to obstruct the sight, and the ear-lobes which are 4.44 cm 
(13–4  in.) deep and 3.13 cm (11–4  in.) wide.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Glossy black.

In both sexes: Beak dark horn. Eyes dark. Comb, face and wattles blood red. Ear-lobes 
pure white. Legs black or very dark slate, the latter in adults only.

The white
Male and female plumage: Glossy white.

In both sexes: Beak white. Eyes red. Comb, face and wattles blood red. Legs pinky 
white.

The blue
Male and female plumage: Soft medium blue, free from lacing, the male darker in 
hackles, wing bows and back.

In both sexes: Beak, comb, face, ear-lobes and wattles as in the black. Eyes dark brown 
(darker the better). Legs blue to slate.

Weights

Cock 3.20–3.60 kg (7–8 lb); cockerel 2.70–3.60 kg (6–8 lb)
Hen 2.70–3.60 kg (6–8 lb); pullet 2.70–3.20 kg (6–7 lb)
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Black Minorca male, large

Black Minorca female, large
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Scale of points

The black and white
Style, symmetry (type) 10
Size 15
Face 15
Comb 15
Ear-lobes 10
Legs, eyes and beak 8
Colour 10
Condition 10
Breastbone 7
 100
The blue
Type 15
Size 10
Condition 10
Head, comb and ear-lobes 5
Colour  60
 100

Serious defects

White or blue in face. Feathers on legs. Other than four toes. Wry or squirrel tail. 
Plumage other than black, blue or white in the several varieties. Legs other than black 
or slate in the black, blue or slate-blue in the blue, or white in the white. Side sprigs in 
comb.

BANTAM
Minorca bantams should be miniatures of their large fowl counterparts and standard 
points, colour and defects to be the same for bantams as for large fowl.

Weights

Male 960 g (34 oz)
Female 850 g (30 oz)
Smaller specimens to be favoured, other points being equal.

MODERN GAME
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Hard feather
Egg colour: Tinted

By the introduction of Malay crosses, and with the skill of British fanciers, the Modern 
Game fowl was evolved. Black-red, duckwings, brown-reds, piles and birchens were the 
original recognised varieties, the general characteristics being the same for each, and 13 
colours are now standardised.

180 Modern Game



General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upstanding and active. In the show-pen the bird should show plenty of ‘lift’ 
as if reaching to its fullest height.
Type: Body short, fl at back, wide front and tapering to the tail, shaped like a smoothing 
iron. Shoulders prominent and carried well up. Wings short and strong. Tail short, fi ne, 
closely whipped together, carried slightly above the level of the body, the sickles narrow, 
well pointed and only slightly curved.
Head: Long, snaky and narrow between the eyes. Beak long, gracefully curved and 
strong at the base. Eyes prominent. Comb single, small, upright, of fi ne texture, evenly 
serrated. Face smooth. Ear-lobes and wattles fi ne and small to match the comb.
Neck: Long and slightly arched, fi tted with ‘wiry’ feathers, but thin at the junction with 
the body.
Legs and feet: Legs long and well rounded. Thighs muscular. Shanks free of feathers. 
Toes, four, long, fi ne and straight, the fourth (or hind) toe straight out and fl at on the 
ground, not downwards against the ball of the foot (or ‘duck-footed’), which is most 
objectionable.
Plumage: Short and hard.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

Colour is very important in Modern Game and carries 20 points. Varieties include 13 
standardised colours, the blues being included in 1985 and the wheaten in 1993. Legs 
and beaks vary with the colour varieties, from yellow in piles and whites through willow 
in black-reds to black in birchens. Toenails to match leg and foot colour. Leg colours 
are defi nitely ‘tied’ to each variety. Thus, whites and piles must always have yellow legs, 
while shanks are willow in duckwings and black in brown-reds. Eyes similarly vary from 
bright red to black. Combs and faces vary from bright red to dark purple and black.

The birchen
Male plumage: Hackle, back, saddle, shoulder coverts and wing bows silver-white, the 
neck hackle with narrow black striping. Remainder rich black, the breast having a 
narrow silver margin around each feather, giving it a regular laced appearance gradually 
diminishing to perfect black thighs.
Female plumage: Hackle similar to that of the male. Remainder rich black, the breast 
very delicately laced as in the male.

In both sexes: Beak very dark horn, black preferred. Eyes black. Comb, face, wattles 
and ear-lobes mulberry (gypsy-faced) and as dark as possible, legs and feet black.

The black-red
Male plumage: Cap orange-red. Neck hackle light orange, free from black stripe. Back 
and saddle rich crimson. Wing bow orange; bar green-black; primaries black; secondar-
ies rich bay on the outer edge, black on the inner and tips, the rich bay alone showing 
when the wing is closed. Remainder green-black.
Female plumage: Hackle gold, slightly striped with black, running to clear gold on the 
cap. Breast rich salmon, running to ash on thighs. Tail black, except the top feathers, 
which should match the body colour. Remainder light partridge-brown, very fi nely 
pencilled, and a slight golden tinge pervading the whole, which should be even through-
out, free from any ruddiness whatever and with no trace of pencilling on the fl ight 
feathers.

Modern Game 181



Birchen Modern Game male, bantam Blue-red Modern Game male, large

Black-red Modern Game female, bantam Pile Modern Game male, bantam
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Brown-red Modern Game female Duckwing Modern Game female, bantam

In both sexes: Beak dark green. Eyes, comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes bright red. 
Legs willow.

The brown-red
Male plumage: Hackle, back and wing bow bright lemon, the neck hackle feathers 
striped down the centre with green-black, not brown. Remainder green-black, the breast 
feathers edged with pale lemon as low as the top of the thighs.
Female plumage: Neck hackle light lemon to the top of the head, the lower feathers 
being striped with green-black. Remainder green-black, the breast laced as in the male, 
the shoulders free from ticking and the back from lacing. (Note: There should be only 
two colours in brown-red Game, viz. lemon and black. In the male the lemon should 
be very rich and bright, and in the female light; the black in both sexes should have a 
bright green gloss known as beetle-green.)

In both sexes: Beak very dark horn, black preferred. Eyes, comb, face, wattles, ear-
lobes mulberry (gypsy-faced) and as dark as possible. Legs and feet black.

The gold duckwing
Male plumage: Hackle cream-white, free from striping. Back and saddle pale orange or 
rich yellow. Wings: bow pale orange or rich yellow; bars and primaries black with blue 
sheen; secondaries pure white on the outer edge, black on inner and tips, the pure white 
alone showing when the wing is closed. Remainder black with blue sheen.
Female plumage: Hackle silver-white, fi nely striped with black. Breast pale salmon, 
diminishing to ash-grey on thighs. Tail black, except top feathers, which should match 
the body colour. Remainder French or steel-grey, very lightly pencilled, and even 
throughout.



In both sexes: Beak dark horn. Eyes ruby red. Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes red. 
Legs and feet willow.

The silver duckwing
Male plumage: Hackle, back, saddle, shoulder coverts and wing bows silver-white. 
Secondaries pure white on the outer edge and black on the inner, with tips of bay, the 
white alone showing when the wing is closed. Remainder lustrous blue-black.
Female plumage: Hackle silver-white, fi nely striped with black. Breast pale salmon, 
diminishing to pale ash-grey on thighs. Tail black, except top feathers which should 
match the body colour. Remainder light French grey with almost invisible black 
pencilling.

In both sexes: Beak, etc. as in the golden duckwing.

The pile
Male plumage: Hackle one shade of bright orange-yellow. (Dark or washy hackles to 
be avoided.) Back and saddle rich maroon. Wing bow maroon; bar white and free from 
splashes; primaries white; secondaries dark chestnut on the outer edge and white on the 
inner and tips, the dark chestnut alone showing when wings are closed. Remainder pure 
white.
Female plumage: Hackle white, tinged with gold. Breast rich salmon-red. Remainder 
pure white.

In both sexes: Beak yellow. Eyes bright cherry-red. Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes 
red. Legs and feet rich orange-yellow.

The wheaten
Male plumage: Cap orange-red. Neck hackle light orange, free from black striping. Back 
and saddle orange to crimson. Wing bow orange; bar green-black; primaries black; sec-
ondaries rich bay on outer edge, black on inner and tips, the rich bay alone showing 
when the wing is closed. Remainder green-black. Altogether showing a brighter top 
colour than the ‘partridge’ black-red male.
Female plumage: Hackle golden-orange very lightly striped with black running clear on 
the cap. Breast light salmon diminishing to fawn or cream on thighs. Body colour pale 
cinnamon or wheaten. Primaries black with wheaten to outer edge. Tail black except 
top feathers which, with tail coverts, are darker wheaten.

In both sexes: Beak yellowish horn. Eyes, comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes red. Legs 
willow, often showing yellowish soles, a distinguishing mark of the wheaten.

The black
Male and female plumage: Black, free from any other colour, with a purple or green 
sheen (the latter preferred).

In both sexes: Beak black. Eyes black. Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes mulberry 
(gypsy-faced) and as dark as possible, legs and feet black.

The blue
Male and female plumage: An even, clear, rich medium to pale blue free from lacing 
but with darker blue top colour in males and hackles of females.

In both sexes: Beak black or blue. Eyes black. Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes 
mulberry (gypsy-faced) and as dark as possible, legs and feet black or blue.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure white, free from any other colour.

In both sexes: Beak yellow. Eyes, comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes red. Legs and feet 
yellow.
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The blue-red
Male plumage: Cap orange, hackles and saddle gold, free from blue striping. Back and 
wing bow rich red; bars lustrous blue; outer edge secondaries and edging of lower pri-
maries bay, the bay alone showing when the wing is closed. All other sections an even, 
clear, rich medium to pale blue except tail which is a darker shade of blue.
Female plumage: Hackles gold slightly striped with blue. Breast light salmon running 
to slatey-blue on thighs. Remainder a rich medium to pale blue; back, shoulders, wing 
bows, secondaries and top feathers of tail fi nely and evenly fringed with 
golden-brown.

In both sexes: Beak horn. Eyes, comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes red. Legs and feet 
willow.

The silver blue
Male plumage: Cap, hackles, back and wing bows silvery white, hackle feathers striped 
with blue. Remainder an even, clear, rich, medium to pale blue, breast feathers fi nely 
laced with silvery-white as far down as top of thighs, with no silver shafting. Tail a 
darker shade of blue.
Female plumage: neck hackle silvery-white to top of head, lower feathers striped with 
blue. Remainder an even, clear, rich medium to pale blue, breast laced as in male.

In both sexes: Beak black or blue. Eyes black. Comb, face wattles and ear-lobes mul-
berry (gypsy-faced) and as dark as possible, legs and feet black or blue.

The lemon blue
Male plumage: Cap, hackles, back and wing bows bright lemon, hackle feathers striped 
with blue. Remainder an even, clear, rich, medium to pale blue, breast feathers fi nely 
laced with lemon as far down as top of thighs, with no lemon shafting. Tail a darker 
shade of blue.
Female plumage: Neck hackle light lemon to top of head, lower feathers striped with 
blue. Remainder an even, clear, rich medium to pale blue, breast laced as in male.

In both sexes: Beak, etc. as in the blue.

Weights

Male 3.20–4.10 kg (7–9 lb)
Female 2.25–3.20 kg (5–7 lb)

Scale of points

Type and style 30
Colour 20
Head and neck 10
Eyes 10
Tail 10
Legs and feet 10
Condition and shortness of feather  10
 100

Serious defects

Eyes other than standard colour. Flat shins. Crooked breast. Twisted toes or ‘duck’ feet. 
Wry tail. Crooked back.
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Bantam
Modern Game bantams follow the standard for large fowl. Fine body, ‘reachiness’ and 
colour are the main points in bantams. The breed is the favourite of ‘die-hard’ 
showmen.

Weights

Male 570–620 g (20–22 oz)
Female 450–510 g (16–18 oz)

MODERN LANGSHAN
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Asia
Classifi cation: Heavy: Rare
Egg colour: Brown

When Major Croad imported his fi rst Langshans in 1872, some poultry experts ques-
tioned whether they were signifi cantly different from black Cochins, which at that stage 
were not as profusely feathered as they have been since about 1900. Some Langshan 
breeders in the UK decided to emphasise the difference by breeding a taller and tighter 
feathered type of Langshan. It was this group who retained control of the original 
Langshan Society, with those favouring the medium feathered type, as fi rst imported, 
forming a new Croad Langshan Club in 1904. Although the taller birds soon became 
known as ‘Modern Langshans’ among poultry keepers in general, the enthusiasts stuck 
to the names ‘Club type’ or ‘Society type’ Langshans for several decades. Modern Lang-
shans gradually declined in popularity through the 1930s, and only just survived to the 
present day.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Graceful, upright, alert, strong on the leg with the bearing of an active 
bird.
Type: Body long and broad but by no means deep. Back horizontal when in normal 
attitude, and with close compact plumage. Shoulders broad and abundantly furnished 
saddle. Wings large, closely carried, but neither ‘clipped’ nor ‘pinched in’. Tail full, 
fl owing, spread at base, carried fairly high but not squirrel, furnished with abundant 
side hangers and two sickles, each feather tapering to a point.
Head: Fine. Beak fairly long and slightly curved. Eyes large. Comb single, straight, 
upright, fairly small, and evenly serrated with fi ve or six spikes. Face of fi ne texture. 
Ear-lobes medium size, pendant and inclined to fold. Wattles medium length, fi ne 
texture, neatly rounded.
Neck: Fairly long, broad at base and covered with full hackle.
Legs and feet: Legs rather long, strong and wide apart. Thighs covered with closely 
fi tting feathers, especially around the hocks. Shanks strong but not coarse boned, with 
an even fringe of feathers (not heavy) on the outer sides. Toes, four, long, straight and 
well spread, the outer (and that alone) slightly feathered.
Plumage: Close and smooth.
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Female

With the exception of the tail (not carried high) the general characteristics are similar 
to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual differences.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Black with a brilliant beetle-green sheen.

In both sexes: Beak dark horn to black. Eyes dark brown to black, the darker the 
better. Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes brilliant red. Legs and feet dark grey with 
black scales in front and down the toes, showing pink between the scales (especially 
down the outer sides of the shanks) and on the skin between the toes. Toenails white. 
Underfoot pink-white. Skin of the body and thighs white and transparent.

The blue
Male plumage: Hackles, back, tail, sickles, side hangers and wing bow rich deep slate, 
the darker the better, with brilliant purple sheen. Remainder clear slate-blue, each feather 
distinctly laced (edged) with the same dark shade as the back, the contrast between deli-
cate ground and dark lacing being well defi ned.
Female plumage: Head and upper part of neck rich dark slate. Remainder clear slate-
blue, each feather distinctly laced (edged) with dark slate, the lacing being well 
defi ned.

In both sexes: Beak, etc. as in the black.
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The white
Male and female plumage: Pure white, with brilliant silver gloss.

In both sexes: Beak white with a pink shade near the lower edges. Legs and feet light 
grey or slate showing pink between the scales and on the skin between the toes. Eyes, 
comb, face, wattles, ear-lobes, toenails, underfoot and skin as in the black.

Weights

Cock 4.55 kg (10 lb); cockerel 3.60 kg (8 lb)
Hen 3.60 kg (8 lb); pullet 2.70 kg (6 lb)

Scale of points

Type and carriage 35
Head 15
Legs and feet 10
Size 10
Colour and plumage  20
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Yellow skin. Yellow base of beak. Yellow or orange coloured eyes. Yellow around the 
eyes. Yellow shanks or underfoot. Legs other than standard colour. Shanks not feath-
ered. More than four toes. Permanent white in the face or ear-lobes. Comb with side 
sprigs, or other than single. Wry or squirrel tail. Coloured feathers.

Defects

Absence of pink between toes. Feathering on middle toes. Outer toe not feathered. Too 
scantily or too heavily feathered shanks or outer toes. Twisted toes. Short shanks. 
Crooked breast. Twisted or falling comb. General coarseness. Too much fl uff. Purple 
sheen in black; yellow shade in white.

Bantam
Modern Langshans should follow the large fowl standard.

Weights

Male 1133 g (40 oz)
Female 910 g (32 oz)

NANKIN BANTAM
Origin: Asia
Classifi cation: True Bantam: Rare
Egg colour: Tinted

Nankins, or common yellow bantams, were among the fi rst varieties of bantams intro-
duced into this country. The variety came originally from Java and some parts of India. 
Once, they were the most widespread of all bantams and are believed to be the progeni-
tors of nearly all buff bantam varieties. The name is thought to have been given from 
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the resemblance of the colour to nankeen cloth. Nankins are excellent layers and the 
most tameable and engaging of breeds.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Jaunty and active, with a proud bearing.
Type: Body small and neat, the breast carried well up and forward. Back short and 
sloping to the tail. Wings large, closely folded and carried very low, almost down to the 
ground. Tail large and well spread with long well curved sickles. The whole tail carried 
high but not squirrel, well furnished with fl owing side hangers and coverts.
Head: Small and fi ne. Beak rather fi ne and slightly curved. Eyes large and bright. Comb 
single or rose. The single should be neat, bearing three to six fi ne spikes. It should be 
straight and upright and in proportion with the head, carried well away from the head, 
a fl yaway comb being characteristic. The rosecomb should be small and close fi tting, 
fi nely worked, with a small leader curved gracefully upward. Face smooth, ear-lobes 
very small, wattles small and well rounded, fi ne, smooth and free from wrinkles.
Neck: Medium long, well curved and bearing long and abundant hackle.
Legs and feet: Legs short, thighs set well apart, shanks rather short, rounded and fi ne, 
free from feathers. Toes four, rather small, straight and well spread.

Female

With the exception of the carriage, which is lower and less arrogant and with the tail 
carried well spread but slightly lower, the general characteristics are similar to those of 
the male, allowing for the natural sexual differences.

Colour

Male plumage: Back, neck and saddle hackles a rich orange, wing bows chestnut. Tail 
main feathers black, sickles and side hangers bronze or copper, shading into black. 
Remainder of plumage ginger-buff throughout to the skin.
Female plumage: Neck, back, wings, tail and saddle dark ginger-buff. Tail shading into 
black at the ends. Remainder of plumage light ginger-buff throughout to the skin.

In both sexes: Beak white or horn. Eyes bright orange. Comb, face, ear-lobes and 
wattles bright red. Legs blue or bluish-white, male often with pinkish stripe on outside 
of shank. A degree of black on inner web of wings, a smaller amount or none on the 
female.

Weights

Male 680–737 g (24–26 oz)
Female 570–620 g (20–22 oz)

Scale of points

Type and carriage 25
Colour 20
Tail 10
Feet and legs 10
Comb 10
Other head points  10
Size 10
Condition  5
 100
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Nankin male

Nankin female
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Serious defects

Wry or squirrel tail. Comb other than rose or single. Comb lopped or twisted or curved 
down at the rear. Long legs, large feet or twisted toes. White in the ear-lobes or face. 
Yellow legs. Even colour throughout. White in the base of the tail. All black or buff 
tails in males, tail lacking black end in females. Visible black in the closed wing. Black 
striping or fl ecking on saddle and neck hackle, mealiness in surface, or grey 
undercolour.

NANKIN SHAMO
Origin: Japan
Classifi cation: Asian Hardfeather. True Bantam
Egg colour: White or tinted

This is the lightest of the small Shamo breeds. The Nankin Shamo is slimmer and more 
elegant than the Ko Shamo, is more heavily feathered and has a longer tail. A regional 
variant exists, the Echigo Nankin Shamo, from the Niigata area. It is very similar to the 
main Nankin Shamo breed, but is slightly taller and slimmer.

General characteristics: male

Type and carriage: Alert, confi dent bearing. Upright stance.
Body: Firm and muscular. Body narrowing gradually towards the tail. Rump fi rm.
Breast: Muscular, with deep keel.
Back: Long. Broadest at the shoulders, sloping down to the tail. Backbone straight.
Wings: Strong and quite long, held downwards and not showing on the back. Shoulders 
prominent.
Tail: Quite long, well layered, straight and pheasant-like. Held below horizontal. Saddle 
hackle also quite long, covering the base of the tail.
Head: Medium sized, showing some brow bone. Beak short, strong and curved. Eyes 
bold and set in oval eyelids. Comb small and compact, triple or walnut. Ear-lobes and 
wattles small, but with some dewlap.
Neck: Rather long, slightly curved but almost erect. Hackles quite long and thick, but 
not covering shoulders.
Legs and feet: Legs moderately long. Thighs muscular and rounded. Shanks smooth 
and round. Four toes, long and straight.
Plumage: Feathers quite long, but narrow and carried close to the body.
Handling: Firm fl eshed and muscular.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for natural sexual 
differences. Generally of a rather less upright stance.

Colour

Black-red (the ‘red’ may be any shade from yellow to dark red, with wheaten or partridge 
females which can be any shade from cream to dark brown, with or without dark mark-
ings), duckwing, black, white, splash (any mixture of black, white and shades of 
red/brown).
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In both sexes and all colours: Beak yellow or horn, with darker markings allowed on 
birds with dark feather. Legs and feet yellow. Comb, face and wattles bright red. Eyes 
silver or gold.

Weights

Cock 937 g (2 lb 2oz); cockerel 750 g (1 lb 10oz)
Hen 750 g (1 lb 10oz); pullet 560 g (1 lb 4oz)
These are average weights.

Scale of points

Type and carriage 30
Head and neck 20
Condition and plumage quality  20
Legs and feet 10
Eye colour 10
Legs and feet colour 5
Plumage colour  5
 100

Serious defects

Lack of attitude. Any deformity. Comb other than standard. Poor carriage. Heavy build. 
Short or rounded tail.

NEW HAMPSHIRE RED
LARGE FOWL
Origin: America
Classifi cation: Heavy: Rare
Egg colour: Tinted to brown

As if to copy the farmers in the State of Rhode Island who developed the breed carrying 
its name, those in the neighbouring State of New Hampshire developed and named their 
breed. The New Hampshire Red was bred by selection from the Rhode Island Red 
without the introduction of any other breed, taking some 30 years to reach standardisa-
tion in 1935. Early maturity, quick feathering and a plump carcase are particular features 
of the breed. Its body shape and colouring are very different from those of the Rhode 
Island Red.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Active and well balanced.
Type: Body of medium length, relatively broad, deep and well rounded. Back of medium 
length, broad for entire length, gradual concave sweep to tail. Breast deep, full, broad 
and well rounded, the keel relatively long and extending well to the front at the breast. 
Wings moderately large, well folded, carried horizontally and close to the body, fronts 
well covered by breast feathers; primaries and secondaries broad and overlapped in 
natural order when wing is folded. Tail of medium length, well spread and carried at 
angle of 45º. Sickles medium length, extending well beyond the main tail; lesser sickles 
and coverts medium length and broad; main tail feathers broad and overlapping.
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Head: Of medium length, fairly deep, inclined to be fl at on top rather than round. Beak 
strong, medium length, regularly curved. Eyes large, full and prominent, moderately high 
in the head. Comb single, medium size, well developed, set fi rmly on head, perfectly 
straight and upright, having fi ve well defi ned points, those in front and rear smaller than 
those in centre; the blade smooth and inclining slightly downward, not following too 
closely the shape of the neck. Face smooth, full in front of the eyes; skin of fi ne texture. 
Wattles moderately large, uniform, free from folds or wrinkles. Ear-lobes elongated oval, 
smooth and close to head.
Neck: Of medium length, well arched, hackle abundant, fl owing well over shoulders. 
Moderately close feathered.
Legs and feet: Legs well apart, straight when viewed from the front. Lower thighs 
large, muscular and of medium length. Toes, four, medium length, straight and well 
spread.
Plumage: Feather character to be of broad fi rm structure, overlapping well and fi tting 
tightly to the body. Fluff moderately full.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences. Comb slightly tilted at rear. Wattles of medium size, well developed 
and well rounded. Tail moderately well spread, carried at angle of 35°. Wings rather 
large, carried nearly horizontal.

Colour

Male plumage: Head brilliant reddish-bay. Breast and neck medium chestnut-red. Back 
brilliant deep chestnut red. Saddle rich brilliant reddish-bay, slightly darker than neck. 
Wing fronts medium chestnut-red; bows brilliant chestnut-red; coverts deep chestnut-
red; primaries, upper web medium red, lower web black edged with medium red, 
primary coverts black edged with medium red; secondaries, upper web medium chestnut-
red having broad stripe extending along shaft to within inch of tip, lower web medium 
chestnut-red; shaft red. Tail, main feathers black; sickles rich lustrous greenish-black; 
coverts lustrous greenish-black edged with deep chestnut-red; lesser coverts deep chest-
nut-red. Body and fl uff medium chestnut-red. Lower thighs medium chestnut-red. Under-
colour in all sections light salmon, a slight smoky tinge not a defect.
Female plumage: Head medium chestnut-red. Neck medium chestnut-red, each 
feather edged with brilliant chestnut-red; lower neck feathers distinctly tipped with 
black; feathers in front of neck medium chestnut-red. Wing fronts, bows and coverts 
medium chestnut-red; primaries, upper web medium red, lower web medium red with 
narrow stripe of black extending along shaft; shaft medium red; primary coverts black 
edged with medium red; secondaries, lower web medium chestnut-red, upper web 
medium chestnut-red with black marking extending along edge of shaft two thirds its 
length. Back, breast, lower thighs, body and fl uff medium chestnut-red. Tail, main feath-
ers black edged with medium chestnut-red; shaft medium chestnut-red. Undercolour as 
in male.

In both sexes: Beak reddish-brown. Eyes bay. Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes bright 
red. Legs and toes rich yellow, tinged with reddish-horn. Line of reddish pigment down 
sides of shanks extending to tips of toes desirable in male.

Weights

Cock 3.85 kg (81–2  lb); cockerel 3.40 kg (71–2  lb)
Hen 2.95 kg (61–2  lb); pullet 2.50 kg (51–2  lb)
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Scale of points

Type and carriage 25
Colour 20
Dual-purpose quality  15
Head 10
Size and symmetry 10
Legs and feet 10
Condition  10
 100

Bantam
New Hampshire Red bantams should follow exactly the large fowl standard.

Weights

Male 980 g (34 oz)
Female 737 g (26 oz)

NORFOLK GREY
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Heavy: Rare
Egg colour: Tinted

The Norfolk Grey was fi rst introduced by Mr Myhill of Norwich under the ugly name 
of Black Marias. They were fi rst shown at the 1920 Dairy Show and were mainly the 
result of a cross breed between silver birchen Game and duckwing Leghorns. They 
appear regularly at shows and are plentiful in their county of origin.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Fairly upright and very active.
Type: Body rather long, broad at shoulders. Full, round breast carried upwards. Large 
wings well tucked up. Well feathered tail.
Head: Skull fi ne. Beak short and well curved. Eyes large and bold. Comb single, upright, 
of medium size, well serrated and with a fi rm base. Face smooth and fi ne. Ear-lobes 
small and oval. Wattles long and fi ne.
Neck: Of medium length, abundantly covered with hackle.
Legs and feet: Fairly short and set well back. Shanks free from feathers. Toes, four, well 
spread.
Plumage: Close.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

Male plumage: Neck, back, saddle, shoulder coverts and wing bars silver-white, the 
hackles with black striping, free from smuttiness. Remainder a solid black.
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Female plumage: Hackle similar to that of the male. Remainder black, the throat very 
delicately laced with silver (about 5 cm (2 in.) only).

In both sexes: Beak horn. Eyes dark. Comb, face, ear-lobes and wattles red. Legs and 
feet black or slate-black, the former preferred.

Weights

Male 3.20–3.60 kg (7–8 lb)
Female 2.25–2.70 kg (5–6 lb)

Scale of points

 Male Female
Colour and markings: hackles  20  15
Colour and markings: back and wings  10  15
Colour and markings: breast, thighs and fl uff  15  15
Type and size  20  20
Head (comb and lobes 10, eyes 5)  15  15
Legs and feet   5   5
Condition  10  10
Tail   5   5
 100 100

Serious defects

White in lobes. Comb other than single or obstructing the sight. Legs other than black 
or slate-black. Feathers on shanks or feet. Lacing or shaftiness on back, breast, or wings 
of females.

Bantam
Norfolk Grey bantams should follow exactly the large fowl standard.

Weights

Male 900 g (32 oz)
Female 680 g (24 oz)

OHIKI
Origin: Japan
Classifi cation: True Bantam: Rare
Egg colour: Tinted

Developed in the Kochi Prefecture on the southern Japanese island of Shikoku in the 
mid-nineteenth century from crosses (details unknown) between long-tailed breeds and 
small bantams such as Japanese (Chabo) or others of roughly Pekin type. They are a 
short-legged bantam with a rounded body, old cocks having extraordinary long tail 
feathers which drag along the ground. Their name translates: 0 = small, hiki = dragging. 
Not bred in the UK until the 1990s.
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General characteristics: male

Type: The body is compact, broad, of medium length, with abundant body plumage 
which gives a full, rounded appearance to all parts, especially the breast and back. Car-
riage is nearly horizontal.
Wings: Relatively large and long, carried low so that the tips nearly touch the 
ground.
Head: Medium size and formation for a bantam of this overall size. Comb is single, no 
more than medium size, straight and upright, four to six serrations. Ear-lobes of medium 
size and oval or round. Wattles fi nely textured, round, of no more than medium size. 
Eyes large. Beak of medium length and thickness.
Neck: Rather short, with abundant neck hackle feathering which fl ows over the shoul-
ders and reaches the back.
Saddle and tail: Abundant long and narrow saddle feathers which should reach the 
ground, and even drag along the ground on exceptional mature cocks. The main tail 
feathers are long, well spread, and moderately high. They are covered by very long, 
rather narrow, and supple sickles, side hangers and coverts, which fl ow over the main 
tail and then down to the ground. This is all that is expected of cockerels, but plumage 
quality, quantity and length increases with age. The best mature cocks have fl exible 
sickles and side hangers which drag up to 60 cm along the ground. The profi le of the 
neck, back and rise and fall of the tail is said to form an S.
Legs and feet: Thighs short, hidden by the full plumage and low wings. Shanks short 
to medium in length, strong, smooth, with well developed pointed spurs on adults. Toes 
of medium length, straight and well spread.
Plumage: Very abundant and soft.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for natural sexual 
differences. Carriage is even more horizontal, the comb is rather small. Females obvi-
ously do not have the very long saddle and tail feathers of the male, but their cushion 
and tail is of full, rounded, elongated oval shape.

Colours

Black-red, duckwing (gold and silver), white (all as in Old English Game)

Weights

Cock 937 g (33 oz); cockerel 750 g (26 oz)
Hen 750 g (26 oz); pullet 600 g (21 oz)

Scale of points

Quality, length and number of tail feathers 25
Quality, length and amount of neck and saddle hackles  20
Type, size and carriage 25
Plumage colour 5
Head, including eye and lobe colour 10
Legs and feet 5
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Narrow build, long legs, main tail carriage too high or low, much red in lobes, oversized 
or fl opping comb, lack of general abundance of plumage on both sexes and lack of 
length of saddle and tail feathers on males.
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CARLISLE OLD ENGLISH GAME
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Hard feather
Egg colour: Tinted

When the Romans invaded Britain, Julius Caesar wrote in his commentaries that the 
Britons kept fowls for pleasure and diversion but not for table purposes. Many well 
known authorities have considered that cock fi ghting was the diversion. In 1849 an Act 
of Parliament was passed making cock fi ghting illegal in this country, and with poultry 
exhibitions then taking root, many breeders began to exhibit Game fowls.

The Old English Game Club split in about 1930 as there was already a divergence of 
birds being shown with larger breasted, horizontally backed, exhibition type birds 
tending to win, and breeders of these formed the Carlisle Club, developing only some 
of the original colours. Breeders of the original type, wherein the back is at 45° to the 
ground, maintained the well balanced, close-heeled, athletic fi ghting fowl, and formed 
the Oxford Club, retaining over thirty colours. The judge of Oxfords does so with the 
bird facing away from him to assess the correct balance. It is usually agreed that a good 
game fowl cannot be a bad colour.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Bold, smart, movement quick and graceful, proud and sprightly, as if ready 
for any emergency.

Black-red Ohiki male and female
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Type: Short back, broad across the shoulders, tapering well to the tail, with a full, 
broad, well rounded chest showing as little keel as possible. The keel or breast bone to 
be straight and of medium depth, tapering well up behind giving a small and compact 
belly. The whole body with wings as seen from the top to appear fl at and as near heart-
shape as possible.
Wings: Full and round, inclining to meet under the tail, with strong prominent butts. 
Feathers to be fairly broad and furnished with hard strong quills. The primaries not to 
be too long and to be nicely rounded at the ends and to project past the body as little 
as possible.
Head: Strong, bold, medium length. Beak strong at base, slightly curved. Eyes large, 
bright, prominent, full of expression. Comb small in both cock and hen. Single, erect 
and of fi ne texture. Face of fi ne texture, to match the comb and wattles. Wattles of fi ne 
texture and small. Ear-lobes to match the comb and wattles.
Neck: Long and very strong at the junction with the body. Neck hackle wiry with long 
feathers, covering the shoulder.
Legs: Thighs short, thick and muscular, shanks of medium length with good round 
bone, not to be fl at on the shins, in-kneed or bow-legged to be considered a serious 
fault. Spurs low on leg.
Feet: Four toes on each foot, should be clean, even, long and spreading, the back toe 
standing well backward and fl at on the ground.
Tail: In the cock to be carried at a nice angle, neither too low nor too high, and to be 
straight. Wry and squirrel tail to be considered a serious defect. Feathers to be broad 
and strong with a pair of good curved sickles of fair length and well furnished with side 
hangers.
Plumage: Hard, glossy and fi rm.
Handling: Flesh fi rm but corky, with plenty of muscle. This is to be considered an 
important factor.

Female

With the exception of the tail which is well carried, fairly close and of medium length, 
the general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual 
differences.

Colour

The spangle
Male plumage: Neck, hackle and saddle dark red, fi nely tipped with white. Breast and 
thighs black, fi nely and evenly tipped with white. Back and shoulders dark red, fi nely 
tipped with white. Wing bows dark red, fi nely tipped with white with a rich dark blue 
bar across, fi nely tipped with white; secondaries deep bay intermixed with white, bay 
predominating; primaries black intermixed with white. Tail, sickles and side hangers 
black, tipped with white, straight feathers black intermixed with white.
Female plumage: Neck, hackle golden-red, streaked with black, fi nely tipped with 
white. Breast and thighs dark salmon, fi nely and evenly tipped with white. Back and 
shoulders dark partridge-coloured feathers, fi nely and evenly tipped with white. Wings, 
secondaries, dark partridge intermixed with white, partridge predominating; primaries 
dark, intermixed with white. Tail black with partridge coverts, fi nely and evenly tipped 
with white.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow, white preferred. Face bright red. Eyes red, both 
alike.
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Partridge Carlisle Old English Game female

Duckwing Carlisle Old English Game male
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Brown-red Carlisle Old English Game female

Brown-red Carlisle Old English Game male
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Grey Carlisle Old English Game male

The black-red (partridge bred)
Male plumage: Neck hackle and saddle orange-red shading to deep orange. Back and 
shoulders deep crimson. Breast and thighs black. Wing bows deep red, with a rich dark 
blue bar across, secondaries bay colour on outer web, primaries black. Tail sound black 
with lustrous green gloss.
Female plumage: (Partridge) neck and hackle golden-red and streaked with black. 
Breast and thighs shaded salmon. Back and wings partridge colour to be free from rust 
and shaftiness. Tail black with partridge coverts.

In both sexes: Legs white, yellow or willow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The black-red (wheaten bred)
Male plumage: Neck hackle and saddle light golden-red free from streaks. Breast and 
thighs black. Wing bow bright red, in other respects, including tail, similar to (partridge) 
black-red.
Female plumage: (Wheaten) neck, hackle golden-red free from striping. Breast and 
thighs light wheaten. Back and wings wheaten, level on colour, edged with black on 
primaries. Tail black with a shading of wheaten corresponding with body colour. Clay 
hens similar to wheaten only darker and harder in colour.

In both sexes: Legs white. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The brown-red
Male plumage: Neck and saddle lemon or orange, streaked with black. Breast and 
thighs black laced with brown to top of thighs. Back lemon or orange. Wings, shoulder 
and wing bow lemon or orange, rest of wing black. Tail black.



Female plumage: Neck lemon or orange, striped with black. Breast and thighs black 
laced with brown to top of thighs. Body black, tail black.

In both sexes: Legs black. Face gypsy or red, gypsy preferred. Eyes dark, both 
alike.

The blue-red
Male plumage: Neck, hackle and saddle orange or golden-red. Breast and thighs medium 
shade of blue. Back and shoulders deep or bright red. Wings, wing bow deep or bright 
red, with a rich dark blue bar across; secondaries bay colour on the outer web; primaries 
blue. Tail blue.
Female plumage: Neck golden-red, streaked with blue. Breast and thighs shaded salmon. 
Back and wings partridge colour, intermixed with blue. Tail blue with partridge 
coverts.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The blue-tailed wheaten hen
Male and female plumage: Similar in all respects to wheatens with the exception of 
wing, primaries and tail shaded with blue.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both to be alike.

The birchen grey
Male plumage: Neck, hackle and saddle grey or silver, streaked with black. Breast black 
laced with grey to top of thighs. Back grey or silver. Wings, shoulders and wing bow 
grey or silver, rest of wing black. Tail black.
Female plumage: Neck, hackle grey or silver, striped with black. Breast black laced with 
grey to top of thigh. Body black, tail black.

In both sexes: Legs black. Face gypsy or red, gypsy preferred. Eyes dark, both 
alike.

The black-breasted grey
Male plumage: Neck, hackle and saddle, grey streaked with black. Back and shoulders 
grey. Breast, thighs and tail black. Wings, wing bow grey, rest of wing black.
Female plumage: Neck hackle grey striped with black. Breast, thighs, body, wings and 
tail black.

In both sexes: Legs dark. Face gypsy or red, gypsy preferred. Eyes dark, both alike.

The golden duckwing
Male plumage: Neck hackle creamy white, saddle orange or rich yellow. Breast and 
thighs black. Back and shoulders orange or rich yellow. Wings, wing bow orange or 
rich yellow, wing bars steel-blue; secondaries white on the outer web, primaries black. 
Tail black.
Female plumage: Neck hackle silver striped with black. Breast and thighs, salmon 
colour. Back and wings steel-grey, free from rust and shaftiness. Tail black, coverts cor-
responding with body colour.

In both sexes: Legs yellow, white or willow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The silver duckwing
Male plumage: Neck and saddle silver-white, free from dark streaks. Breast and thighs 
black. Back and shoulders silver-white. Wings, wing bow silver-white, wing bar steel-
blue; secondaries white on outer web; primaries black. Tail black.
Female plumage: As female golden duckwing.

In both sexes: Legs yellow, white or willow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike. 
Pearl eyes permissable with white legs.
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The blue duckwing
Male plumage: Neck, hackle, saddle, back, shoulders and wings as silver duckwing. 
Breast, thighs and tail blue.
Female plumage: As golden duckwing female but neck silver striped with blue and 
blue tail.

In both sexes: Legs white. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike. 

The crele
Male plumage: Neck and saddle chequered (barred) orange. Back and shoulders deep 
chequered orange. Wings, wing bow deep chequered orange with dark grey bar across; 
secondaries bay colour on the outer web; primaries dark grey. Tail dark grey with light 
grey bar.
Female plumage: Neck lemon chequered with grey. Breast and thighs chequered salmon. 
Back and wings chequered blue-grey. Tail dark grey with light grey bar.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow, white preferred. Face bright red. Eyes red, both 
alike.

The cuckoo
Male and female plumage: Neck, saddle, back, shoulders, wings and tail: bluish grey 
in colour, banded across the feathers with darker blue-grey or slate colour, the markings 
should be as even as possible throughout the plumage.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The pile
Male plumage: Neck and saddle orange or chestnut-red. Breast and thighs white. Back 
and shoulders deep red. Wings, wing bow red with a white bar across; secondaries bay 
colour on outer web; primaries white. Tail white.
Female plumage: Neck lemon. Breast salmon, lighter towards thighs. Back and wings 
white. Tail white.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The brassy-backed
Male plumage: Neck, hackle, breast, thighs and tail black. Back, shoulders and saddle, 
brass colour. Wings, wing bow brass with a rich dark blue bar across secondaries, 
primary feathers black.
Female plumage: Neck, hackle, breast and thighs black. Back and wings dark brownish. 
Tail black with light brown coverts.

In both sexes: Legs black, white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The furness
Male plumage: Neck, hackle and saddle red or gold streaked with black. Back 
and shoulders red or gold. Breast and thighs sooty black. Wings, wing bow red or gold 
with a rich dark blue bar across secondaries, bay colour mixed with grey, primaries 
black.
Female plumage: Neck and hackle gold streaked with black. Breast and thighs deep 
salmon colour. Back and wings sooty-black mixed with a little gold colour, with each 
feather having a light quill. Tail black.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The blue furness
As the furness but blue replaces black.
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The brassy-backed blue
Male plumage: Neck, hackle blue. Back, shoulders and saddle, brass colour. Breast and 
thighs blue. Wings, wing bow brass, primaries and secondaries blue. Tail blue.
Female plumage: Neck hackle, breast and thighs blue. Back and wings light brass or 
gold. Tail blue with light brass or gold coverts.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The salmon-breasted blue
Male plumage: Neck, hackle and saddle golden, very lightly streaked with blue. Breast 
deep salmon. Back, shoulders, body, thighs, wings and tail blue.
Female plumage: Neck hackle golden striped with blue. Breast deep salmon. Body, 
thighs, wings and tail blue.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The crow wing
Male plumage: Neck, hackle, back, shoulders and saddle dark red. Breast and thighs 
black. Wings, wing bow dark red with a rich dark blue bar across secondaries, primaries 
black. Tail black with a lustrous green gloss.
Female plumage: Neck hackle black, lightly striped with a bronzy red. Breast and thighs 
drab black with the upper part of the breast a bronzy red. Wings and back drab black. 
Tail black.

In both sexes: Legs white. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The blue-grey
Male plumage: Neck, hackle, saddle silver streaked with blue. Back and shoulders silver. 
Breast and thighs blue laced with silver to top of thighs. Wings, wing bow silver, sec-
ondaries and primaries blue. Tail blue.
Female plumage: Neck hackle silver striped with blue. Breast and thighs blue, laced 
with silver to top of thighs. Wings and back blue free from silver. Tail blue.

In both sexes: Legs dark. Face gypsy or red, gypsy preferred. Eyes dark, both alike.

The lemon-blue
Male plumage: Neck, hackle and saddle lemon streaked with blue. Back and shoulders 
lemon. Breast blue, laced with lemon to top of thighs. Body and thighs blue. Wings, 
wing bow lemon, secondaries lemon on outer web, primaries blue. Tail blue.
Female plumage: Neck hackle lemon striped with blue. Breast blue, laced with lemon 
to top of thighs. Body, thighs, wings and tail blue.

In both sexes: Legs dark. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The black splashed
Male and female plumage: White splashed with black.

In both sexes: Legs white. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The blue splashed
As black splashed but blue replaces black.

The self white
Male and female plumage: All over pure white.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The self black
Male plumage: Black with brilliant green lustre.
Female plumage: Glossy black.
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In both sexes: Legs black, white or yellow. Face red or gypsy. Eyes red, both 
alike.

The self blue
Male plumage: Neck, hackle and saddle deep rich indigo blue. Breast and thighs soft 
azure blue. Wings, wing bow deep rich indigo blue, primaries, secondaries, azure blue. 
Tail azure blue.
Female plumage: Hackle and tail dark blue. Breast, back and thighs azure blue.

In both sexes: Legs blue, white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.
Among other varieties recognised are Hennies, Muffs and Tassels in all colours.

Weights

Male: Cocks and cockerels up to 2.94 kg (61–2  lb)
Female: Hens and pullets up to 2.50 kg (51–2  lb)

Scale of points

Shape and carriage 26
Handling and condition  16
Head and eye 10
Legs and feet 15
Colour and plumage 15
Neck 6
Tail 6
Wings  6
 100

Serious defects

Legs too far apart. Cowhocked. Stork-legged. Roach back. Flat breasted. Flat or 
square shins. Squirrel, whip or wry tail. Duck-footed. Bent toes. Split wing. Rotten 
plumage.

OXFORD OLD ENGLISH GAME
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Hard feather
Egg colour: Tinted

When the Romans invaded Britain, Julius Caesar wrote in his commentaries that the 
Britons kept fowls for pleasure and diversion but not for table purposes. Many well 
known authorities have considered that cock fi ghting was the diversion. In 1849 an Act 
of Parliament was passed making cock fi ghting illegal in this country, and with poultry 
exhibitions then taking root, many breeders began to exhibit Game fowls. Over 30 
colours of Old English Game have been known.

The Old English Game Club split in about 1930 as there was already a divergence of 
birds being shown with larger breasted, horizontally backed, exhibition type birds 
tending to win. Breeders of these formed the Carlisle Club, developing only some of the 
original colours. Breeders of the original type, wherein the back is at 45° to the ground, 
maintained the well balanced, close heeled, athletic fi ghting fowl, and formed the Oxford 
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Club, retaining over 30 colours. The judge of Oxfords does so with the bird facing away 
from him to assess the correct balance. It is usually agreed that a good game fowl cannot 
be a bad colour.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Proud, defi ant, sprightly, active on his feet, ready for any emergency, alert, 
agile, quick in his movements.
Type: Back short, fl at, broad at the shoulders, tapering to the tail. Breast broad, full, 
prominent, with large pectoral muscles, breast bone not deep or pointed. Wings large, 
long and powerful with large strong quills, amply protecting the thighs. Tail large, up 
and spread, main feathers and quills large and strong. Belly small and tight. Thighs 
short, round and muscular, following the line of the body, or slightly curved.
Head: Small and tapering, skin of face and throat fl exible and loose. Beak big, boxing 
(i.e. the upper mandible shutting tightly and closely over the lower one), crooked or 
hawk-like, pointed, strong at the setting on. Eyes large, bold fi ery and fearless. Comb, 
wattles and ear-lobes of fi ne texture, small and thin in undubbed males and females.
Neck: Large boned, round, strong, and of fair length, neck hackle covering the 
shoulders.
Legs and feet: Legs strong, clean boned, sinewy, close scaled, not fat and gummy like 
other fowls, close-heeled, not stiffl y upright or too wide apart, and having a good bend 
or angle at the hock. Spurs are hard and fi ne and set low on the leg. Toes thin, long, 
straight and tapering, terminating in long, strong curved nails, hind toe of good length 
and strength, extending backwards in almost a straight line.
Plumage: Hard, sounding, resilient, smooth, glossy, and suffi cient without much fl uff.
Handling: Clever, well balanced, hard, yet light fl eshed, corky, mellow and warm, with 
strong contraction of wings and thighs to the body.

Female

With the exception of the tail, which is inclined to fan-shape and carried well up, the 
general characteristics are similar to the male, allowing for natural sexual differences. 

Colour

The black-breasted dark red
Male plumage: Hackle, shoulders and saddle rich dark red (the colour of the shoulders 
of a black-breasted red). The rest of the plumage black.
Female plumage: Body black or very dark brown, hackle ticked red.

In both sexes: Fluff (i.e. the down at the roots of the feathers next to the skin) black. 
Eyes, beak, legs and nails black. Face gypsy or purple.

The black-breasted red
Male plumage: Breast, thighs, belly and tail black. Wing bars steel-blue; secondaries 
(when closed) bay. Hackle and saddle feathers orange-red. Shoulders deep 
crimson-scarlet.
Female plumage: Hackle golden, lightly striped with black. Breast robin. Belly ash-grey. 
Back, shoulders and wings a good even partridge. Primaries and tail dark.

In both sexes: The dark-legged birds should have grey fl uff, the white- and yellow-
legged, white fl uff. Face scarlet red. Legs willow, yellow, white, carp or olive.

The shady or streaky-breasted light red
Male plumage: Hackle and back a shade lighter than the black-breasted red male and 
sometimes red wing bars.
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Dark grey Oxford Old English Game male

Black-breasted red Oxford Old English Game male
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Crele Oxford Old English Game male

Partridge Oxford Old English Game female
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Muffed partridge Oxford Old English Game female

Female plumage: Wheaten, a pale cream colour (like wheat) with clear red hackle. Tail 
and primaries nearly black. The red wheaten (the colour of red wheat), or light brick-red 
in body and wings. Hackle dark red. Tail dark.

In both sexes: Fluff white. Legs white or yellow.

The black-breasted silver duckwing
Male plumage: Resembles the black-breasted red in his black markings and blue wing 
bars. Rest of the plumage clear, silvery-white.
Female plumage: Hackle white, lightly striped black. Body and wings even silvery-grey. 
Breast pale salmon. Primaries and tail nearly black.

In both sexes: Fluff light grey. Face red, eyes pearl. Legs and beak white. Or eyes red 
and legs dark.

The black-breasted yellow duckwing
Male plumage: Hackle and saddle yellow straw. Shoulders deep golden. Wing bars 
steel-blue; secondaries white when closed. Rest of plumage black.
Female plumage: Breast deeper, richer colour and body slightly browner tinge than the 
silver female.

In both sexes: Fluff light grey. Face red. Legs yellow, willow or dark.

The black-breasted birchen duckwing
Male plumage: Hackle deep rich straw, may be lightly striped. Shoulders maroon; oth-
erwise same as preceding.
Female plumage: Shade darker than yellow duckwing female; hackle more heavily 
striped with black, and often foxy on the shoulders.

In both sexes: Face slightly darker than in yellow duckwing. Legs yellow or dark.



The black-breasted dark grey
Male plumage: Like the black-breasted red, except hackle, saddle and shoulders a dark, 
silvery-grey, often striped with black.
Female plumage: Nearly black, with grey striped hackle, or body very dark grey.

In both sexes: Fluff black. Beak, eyes and legs black. Face gypsy or purple.
Other greys may have laced, streaked or mottled grey or throstle breasts. Hackle, 

saddle and shoulders more or less striped with black. Legs and eyes dark; the females 
dark grey to match. Fluff in both sexes, light or dark grey.

Note: Greys all differ from duckwings in having the secondaries, when closed, black, 
or, if grey, wanting the steel-blue bar across them.

The clear mealy-breasted mealy grey
Male plumage: Nearly white breasted, with hackle and saddle the same, lightly striped. 
Plumage and most of the tail grey.
Female plumage: Light grey.

In both sexes: Fluff light grey. Eyes and legs dark.

The brown-breasted brown-red
Male plumage: Breast, thighs, belly and closed wing mahogany-brown. Hackle and 
saddle almost similar. Shoulders crimson. Primaries and tail black or dark 
bronze-brown.
Female plumage: Dark mottled brown with light shafts to the feathers.

In both sexes: Fluff black. Face deep crimson or purple. Eyes and legs dark.

The streaky-breasted orange-red
Male plumage: Breast streaked, laced or pheasant, black, marked with brown or copper 
colour. Hackle and saddle brassy or coppery-orange colour. Shoulders crimson, the rest 
of the wings and the tail black.
Female plumage: Black or nearly black body, with tinsel hackle striped with black, or 
dark mottled brown and gold striped hackle.

In both sexes: Fluff black or nearly so. Face, eyes and legs dark.

The ginger-breasted ginger-red
Male plumage: Breast and thighs deep yellow-ochre, either clear or slightly pencilled or 
spotted. Hackle and saddle red-golden. Shoulders crimson-red. Tail and fl ight feathers 
bronzy.
Female plumage: Golden-yellow throughout, pencilled or spangled, particularly on 
back and wings, with bronze. Tail pencilled bronze or dark.

In both sexes: Fluff dark. Beak, legs and eyes dark or yellow. Face purple or 
crimson.

The dun-breasted blue dun
Male plumage: Breast, belly, thighs, tail and closed secondaries the colour of a new 
slate, sometimes the breast marked with the same colour two shades darker. Hackle, 
saddle and shoulders, and sometimes the tail coverts and the primaries two shades darker 
(like a slate colour after being wetted).
Female plumage: Blue-slate colour, with dark hackle like the male, often marked or 
laced all over with the darker shade.

In both sexes: Fluff slate-blue. Eyes, face and legs dark.

The streaky-breasted red dun
Male plumage: Breast slate, streaked with copper-red. Hackle and saddles striped with 
slate or dark striped. Shoulders crimson. Wing bars and closed secondaries slate, or 
marked a little with brown. Tail slaty or dark blue.

212 Oxford Old English Game



Female plumage: Body slaty all over, or laced in a darker shade. Hackle golden striped, 
and sometimes marked with gold on the breast.

In both sexes: Fluff dark slate. Legs dark or yellow.

The yellow, silver and honey dun
These are coloured, respectively, with the following colours; the colour of new honey-
comb is intended to describe the honey dun. They may have yellow or dark legs accord-
ing to body colour, and white legs are permissible in the silver dun, as well as other 
coloured legs. The females are blue bodied with hackles to match their males. Smoky 
duns are of a dull smoke colour throughout; legs and eyes should be dark.

The pile
Male plumage: The smock-breasted blood wing pile is marked exactly like the black-
breasted light red, except that the black and the blue wing bars are exchanged for a 
clear creamy white. The breast may be streaked with red in red pile.
Female plumage: White, with salmon breast and golden striped hackle, or streaked all 
over lightly with red.

In both sexes: Face and eyes red. Legs white, yellow or willow.

Note: Other varieties of piles may be streaky, marbled or robin breasted; and light 
lemon or custard in top colour, or dun piles having slate-blue markings in place of red. 
All piles have white fl uff.

The spangled
Male and female plumage: These have white tips to their feathers. The more of these 
spots and the more regularly they are distributed the better. The male should show white 
ends to the feathers on hackle and saddle. The ground colour may be red, black or 
brown, or a mixture of all three. Underfl uff white.

In both sexes: Eyes and face red. Legs any colour or mottled to match plumage.

The white
Male and female plumage: This variety should be free from any coloured feathers. Fluff 
pure white.

In both sexes: Beak and legs white. Face red, eyes pearl; or yellow legs and red eyes.

The black
Male and female plumage: This variety should be free from any white or coloured 
feathers and should possess black fl uff.

In both sexes: Dark beaks, faces and legs and black eyes, though red faces and red 
eyes are allowed at present.

The furness, brassy back and polecat
Male and female plumage: These are blacks with brass colour on their wings or back, 
and occasionally have yellow legs, which are allowed. The females are chiefl y black, but 
often much streaked with grey-brown on breast and wings. Polecats are streaked with 
dark tan colour on hackles and saddle in the males. Legs dark.

The cuckoo
Male and female plumage: Cuckoo-breasted cuckoo resembles the Plymouth Rock fowl 
in markings of a blue-grey barred plumage.

In both sexes: Faces and eyes red. Legs various.
Variations of this colour are yellow cuckoos, also creles, creoles, cirches, mackerels in 
different provincial dialects, having some mixture of gold or red in the plumage and 
white fl uff, often extremely pretty. Legs white or yellow.
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The brown-breasted yellow birchen
Male plumage: Breast reddish-brown. Hackles and saddle straw, striped birchen-brown. 
Shoulders old gold or birchen. Wing bar and closed secondaries brown. Tail brown or 
bronze-black.
Female plumage: Yellow-brown, with grey hackle and robin breast.

In both sexes: Fluff light grey. Beak, legs and eyes yellow.

The hennie
Male and female plumage: Hencocks should in their plumage resemble hens as closely 
as possible. They should have their hackle and saddle feathers rounded and the tail 
coverts hen-like, and not have much sheen on their feathers. This breed often runs large 
and reachy, which is one of its characteristics. The two centre tail feathers should be 
straight.

The muff and tassel
Male and female plumage: Both muffs and tassels, or topins, are recognised by the 
Oxford Club, there being famous strains of both, though now scarce. Tassels vary from 
a few long feathers (or lark tops) behind the comb to a good-sized bunch. They also 
occur in some strains of hennies. Muffs of the old breed are stronger, heavier-boned 
birds than the males bred today, and are rather loose in feather.

Notes
(1)  It is desirable that the toenails should match the legs and beak in colour in all 

Game Fowl.
(2) White- or yellow-legged birds may have white feathers in wings and tail.
(3)  The fancier, when he speaks of a brown-red, means the streaky-breasted orange-

red; and when talking of a black-red, intends one to infer a black-breasted light 
red; while black-breasted dark greys are erroneously called ‘birchens’, although 
they have no birchen colour in them.

Weights

Male  1.80–2.50 kg (4–51–2  lb); it is not considered desirable to breed males over 
2.70 kg (6 lb)

Female 0.90–1.36 kg (2–3 lb)

Scale of points

Body (including breast, back and belly) 20
Handling (symmetry, cleverness, hardness of fl esh and feathers, condition and 
 constitution) 15
Head (including beak and eyes) 10
Neck 6
Shanks, spurs and feet 10
Plumage and colour 9
Thighs 8
Wings 7
Tail 6
Carriage, action and activity  9
 100

Serious defects

Thin thighs or neck. Flat sided. Deep keel. Pointed, crooked or indented breastbone. 
Thick insteps or toes. Duck feet. Straight or stork legs. In-knees. Soft fl esh. Broken, 
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soft or rotten plumage. Bad carriage or action. Any indication of weakness of 
constitution.

OLD ENGLISH GAME BANTAM
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Hard feather
Egg colour: Tinted

This standard is compiled from that of the OEG Bantam Club, and follows the Carlisle 
ideal. Other standards exist, but essential differences are slight. Chief variations are in 
methods of interpretation. OEG bantams are of comparatively recent creation. They 
were evolved largely from the common crossbred bantam of the countryside. Probably 
there is very little large breed blood in them.

In the large breed it is usually agreed that a good Game bird cannot be a bad colour. 
This remark does not apply to the bantams, which are show birds only, colour playing 
a very important part. Nevertheless, the ideal is that the bantam should be a true min-
iature of the national fi ghting Game – though this is seldom the case.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Bold, sprightly, defi ant and proud, active on feet, agile, quick in movement, 
ready for any emergency.
Type: Body short. Black fl at, broad at shoulders, tapering to tail. Breast broad, full and 
prominent, with strong pectoral muscles and breastbone not deep or pointed. Belly small 
and tight. Wings strong and powerful and carried well up. Tail large, carried upwards 
and spread, quills and main feathers large and strong.
Head: Small and tapering, skin of face and throat fl exible and loose. Beak big and 
boxing (the upper mandible shutting tightly over the lower), crooked or hawk-like, 
pointed, strong at base. Eyes large, bold, fi ery and alike in colour. Comb single, small, 
upright and thin. Ear-lobes and wattles fi ne, small and thin.
Neck: Large boned, round, strong and fairly long, neck hackle long and wiry and cover-
ing the shoulders.
Legs and feet: Legs strong, clean boned, sinewy, close scaled, not fat and gummy, not 
stiffl y upright, not too wide apart, with a good angle at the hock. Thighs short, round 
and muscular, following line of body, slightly curved. Toes, four, long, straight and 
tapering: hind toe of good length and strength, straight and fi rm on ground. Spurs hard 
and fi ne, set low.
Plumage: Hard, resilient, smooth and glossy, without much fl uff.
Handling: Well balanced, mellow, fi rm and corky, hard yet light fl eshed, with strong 
contraction of wings and thighs to body.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences. The tail is inclined to fan-shape and carried well up. 

Colour

Colours are very numerous, the most popular being spangles, black-reds (wheaten bred 
and partridge bred), duckwings, brown-reds, self blacks and blues, furnesses, creles and 
greys. Most of these main colours follow the usual colour pattern applicable to the 
variety.
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Black Old English Game male, bantam

Duckwing Old English Game male, bantam
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Pile Old English Game male, bantam

Spangle Old English Game male, bantam
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Partridge Old English Game female, bantam

Furness Old English Game female, bantam



Furnesses are black with brassy hackles, wing shoulders and backs in males; and black 
with greyish-brown streaked breasts and wings in females. Creles are barred varieties of 
other colours, distinct from cuckoos, which are plain barred grey. In black-reds, the 
wheaten bred is brighter in colour and more popular than partridge bred. Off colours 
are very numerous, but not so popular as in the large breed. Piles and whites are seldom 
seen. Hennies (hen-feathered males), muffs and tassels (beards and top-knots) are recog-
nised sub-varieties in all colours.

Colour of face, beak, eyes, shanks and toenails varies with the particular colour 
variety: from red face, red eyes, white legs, toenails and beak in spangles to deep crimson, 
purple or black faces, black eyes, black legs and feet in brown-reds and similar dark 
colours. Willow, olive and yellow legs are frequent and permissible in various 
sub-varieties.

Some of the more popular colour varieties, with the names usually applied to them 
by showmen, are given below.

The spangle
Male plumage: Neck, hackle and saddle dark red, fi nely tipped with white. Breast and 
thighs black, fi nely and evenly tipped with white. Back and shoulders dark red, fi nely 
tipped with white. Wings: wing bow dark red, fi nely tipped with white with a rich dark 
blue bar across, fi nely tipped with white; secondaries deep bay intermixed with white, 
bay predominating; primaries black intermixed with white. Tail, sickles and side hangers 
tipped with white, straight feathers black intermixed with white.
Female plumage: Neck, hackle golden-red, streaked with black, fi nely tipped with 
white. Breast and thighs dark salmon, fi nely and evenly tipped with white. Back and 
shoulders partridge-coloured feathers, fi nely and evenly tipped with white. Wings: sec-
ondaries, partridge intermixed with white, partridge predominating; primaries dark, 
intermixed with white. All other feathers partridge colour fi nely and evenly tipped with 
white. Tail black with partridge coverts, fi nely and evenly tipped with white.

In both sexes: Legs white (occasionally yellow). Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The black-red (partridge bred)
Male plumage: Neck, hackle and saddle dark rich red shading to deep orange. Breast 
and thighs black. Back and shoulders deep crimson. Wings: wing bow deep red with a 
rich dark blue bar across; secondaries bay colour on outer web; primaries black. Tail, 
sound black with lustrous green gloss.
Female plumage: (Partridge) neck golden-red and streaked with black. Breast and thighs 
shaded salmon. Back and wings partridge colour to be as free from rust and shaftiness 
as possible. Tail black with partridge coverts.

In both sexes: Legs white, yellow and willow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The black-red (wheaten bred)
Male plumage: Neck, hackle bright orange, shading off to bright lemon. Back and 
saddle bright crimson. Breast and thighs black. Wings: wing bow bright red, in other 
respects, including tail, similar to (partridge) black-red. Tail similar to (partridge) 
black-red.
Female plumage: (Wheaten) neck hackle white gold free from streaks. Delicate creamy 
self colour on remainder. Tail black with a shading of wheaten corresponding with body 
colour. Clay hens similar to wheaten only darker or harder in colour.

In both sexes: Legs white. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The golden duckwing
Male plumage: Hackle yellow, saddle straw. Breast and thighs black. Back and shoul-
ders orange or rich yellow (golden). Wings: wing bow orange or rich yellow, wing bars 
steel blue; secondaries white when closed, primaries black. Tail black.
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Female plumage: Neck lightly striped with black. Breast and thighs salmon shading off 
to ash-grey on thighs. Back and wings silvery grey, free from rust and shaftiness. Tail 
black, coverts corresponding with body colour.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red or pearl, both alike.

The silver duckwing
Male plumage: Neck and saddle white, free from dark streaks. Breast and thighs black. 
Back and shoulders silver-white. Wings: wing bow silver-white, wing bar steel-blue; 
secondaries white when closed; primaries black. Tail black.
Female plumage: As female golden duckwing.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red or pearl, both alike.

The blue-red
Male plumage: Neck, hackle and saddle orange or golden-red. Breast and thighs medium 
shade of blue. Back and shoulders deep or bright red. Wings: wing bow deep or bright 
red, with a rich dark blue bar across; secondaries bay colour on the outer web; primaries 
blue. Tail blue.
Female plumage: Neck golden-red, streaked with blue. Breast and thighs shaded salmon. 
Back and wings partridge colour, intermixed with blue. Tail to correspond with body 
colour.

In both sexes: Legs any self colour. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

The blue-tailed wheaten hen
Similar in all respects to wheatens with the exception of wing primaries and tail shaded 
with blue. Legs any self colour. Face bright red. Eyes red, both to be alike.

The brown-red
Male plumage: Neck and saddle lemon or orange, streaked with black. Breast black 
laced with brown to top of thighs. Back lemon or orange. Wings: shoulder and wing 
bow lemon or orange, rest of wing black. Tail black.
Female plumage: Neck, hackle lemon or orange, striped with black. Breast and thighs 
black laced with brown. Body black, tail black.

In both sexes: Legs dark. Face gypsy or red. Eyes dark, both to be alike.

The crele
Male plumage: Neck and saddle chequered (barred) orange. Back and shoulders deep 
chequered orange. Wings: wing bow deep chequered orange with dark grey bar across; 
secondaries bay colour on the outer web: primaries dark grey. Tail dark grey.
Female plumage: Neck lemon chequered with grey. Breast and thighs chequered salmon. 
Back and wings chequered blue-grey. Tail to correspond with body colour.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both to be alike.

The cuckoo
Male plumage: Blue-grey barred, variations of this colour are: yellow, gold or red in 
the plumage.
Female plumage: Blue-grey barred all over.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both to be alike.

The pile
Male plumage: Neck and saddle orange or chestnut-red. Breast and thighs white. Back 
and shoulders deep red. Wings: wing bow red with a white bar across; secondaries bay 
colour on outer web; primaries white. Tail white.
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Female plumage: Neck lemon. Breast salmon, lighter towards thighs. Back and wings 
white. Tail white.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow (yellow preferred). Face bright red. Eyes red, both 
to be alike.

The furness
Male plumage: Black, with brassy wing bow, wing bays, saddle hangers, brassiness to 
be allowed in hackles and on back.
Female plumage: Black with salmon breast, brassiness allowed on wings, back, cushion 
and hackles.

In both sexes: Leg colour any self colour, both alike. Eyes red. Face bright red.

The blue furness
Male plumage: Blue, with brassy coloured wing bow, wing bays, saddle hangers, brassi-
ness allowed in neck hackles and on back.
Female plumage: Blue, with salmon breast, brassiness allowed on wings and back, 
hangers and hackles.

In both sexes: Leg colour any self colour, both alike. Face and eyes red.

The brassy-backed black
Male plumage: Black, with brass colour on back, wing bow, hackles and hangers. No 
bay colour allowed. Clear hackles and hangers allowed.
Female plumage: Polecat. Pale brown to dark brown with black neck hackle, tail and 
wing fl ights, brown or brassy streaks allowed in neck hackle. Some speckles and/or 
lacing allowed on breast and belly.

In both sexes: Legs to be any self colour, both alike. Face and eyes red.

The brassy-backed blue
Male plumage: Blue with brass colour on back, wing bow, hackles and hangers. No 
wing bay colour. Clear hackles and hangers allowed.
Female plumage: Dun. Blue with light to dark brown or honey, or brassiness in neck 
hackle, cushion, back, wings, breast and belly. Speckling and lacing allowed on breast 
and belly.

In both sexes: Legs any self colour, both alike. Face and eyes red.

The blue duckwing
Male plumage: Cream neck and saddle free from dark streaks. Breast and thighs blue. 
Back and shoulder silver-white. Wings: wing bay silver-white, wing bar steel blue; sec-
ondaries white when closed; primaries blue. Tail blue.
Female plumage: Neck silver lightly striped with black. Breast salmon shading off to 
blue on thighs. Back and wings silver-grey free from rust and shaftiness.

In both sexes: Legs white or yellow. Face red. Eyes red or pearl.

The lemon blue
Male plumage: Neck and saddle lemon or orange streaked with blue, breast blue, laced 
with lemon to top of thighs. Back lemon to orange. Wings: shoulders and wing bow 
lemon or orange, rest of wings blue. Tail blue.
Female plumage: Neck hackle lemon or orange striped with blue. Breast and thighs 
blue, laced with brown. Body blue, tail blue.

In both sexes: Legs any self colour. Face gypsy or red. Eyes red or dark, both to be 
alike.
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The splashed
Male and female plumage: Mixture of black, white and blue, giving an overall appear-
ance of being light grey.

In both sexes: Legs any self colour. Face red. Eyes red, both to be alike.

The blue grey
Silver where the lemon blue are lemon. Legs any self colour, both alike. Face red. Eyes 
red.

The ginger-red
Male plumage: Neck and saddle red-golden. Breast and thighs, deep yellow, clear or 
slightly pencilled or spotted. Back and shoulders crimson-red. Wings and tail bronze or 
black/dark.
Female plumage: Golden-yellow throughout; pencilled or spangled particularly on back 
and wings with bronze. Tail pencilled bronze or black/dark.

In both sexes: Legs dark or yellow or willow. Face dark or red. Eyes dark or red, 
both to be alike.

The self white
All over pure white. Legs white or yellow. Face bright red. Eyes red, both to be alike.

The self black
All over glossy black. Legs any self colour. Face red or dark. Eyes red or dark, both to 
be alike.

The self blue
Medium shade of blue. Legs any self colour. Face bright red. Eyes red, both alike.

Muffs and tassels
Both muffs and tassels are recognised. Tassels vary from a few long feathers behind the 
comb to a good-sized bunch.

Weights (suggested)

Male 620–740 g (22–26 oz)
Female 510–620 g (18–22 oz)

Scale of points

General type, carriage and action, body shape, wing and tail carriage 42
Comb, beak, eyes and face 16
Legs and feet 18
Plumage and colour 9
Handling (symmetry, cleverness, hardness of fl esh and feathers, condition and 
 constitution)   15
 100

Serious defects

Thin thighs or neck. Flat sided; deep keel. Pointed, crooked or indented breastbone. 
Thick insteps or toes. Duck feet. Straight or stork legs, or in-kneed. Soft fl esh. Broken, 
soft or rotten plumage. Bad carriage or action. Any indication of weakness of 
constitution.
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OLD ENGLISH PHEASANT FOWL
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: White

This breed was given its name of Old English Pheasant Fowl in about 1914, previous 
to which it had been called the Yorkshire Pheasant, Golden Pheasant and also the Old-
fashioned Pheasant. That it is a very old English breed is certain. Some Northern breeders 
retained their strains as Yorkshire Pheasant Fowls until the present tag of ‘Old English’ 
was brought offi cially into use. It has a meaty breast for a light breed, and has always 
been popular with farmers.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Alert and active.
Type: Body rather long, deep and round with prominent shoulders. Tail fl owing and 
set well back.
Head: Fine. Beak of medium size. Eyes bright and prominent. Comb rose, moderate in 
size, not impeding either sight or breathing, fi ne texture, evenly set, rather square front, 
the top fl at and with plenty of work, tapering to a single leader (or spike) at the back, 
which should curve gracefully downwards, following the neck line but quite free from 
it. Face and wattles smooth, free from coarseness or wrinkles. Ear-lobes medium size, 
oval or almond shape, smooth.
Neck: Graceful.
Legs and feet: Legs of medium length, well apart, neither coarse nor too fi ne. Shanks 
free from feathers. Toes, four, well spread.

Female

With the exception of the tail (moderately whipped) the general characteristics are 
similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual differences.

Colour

The gold
Male plumage: Ground colour bright rich bay. Back rich mahogany-red. Lacing, bars, 
striping, tipping and tail beetle green-black. Hackles striped and slightly tipped. Saddle 
a slightly deeper shade than neck. Breast laced. Wing bars (two) marked.
Female plumage: Ground colour bright rich bay. Striping, tipping, spangling and tail 
beetle green-black. Neck with heavy stripe down centre of each feather. Wing bars 
crescent spangling; even and well marked bars a point of great beauty. Tail with slight 
edging of ground colour carried up from the base along the upper edge of the tail. 
Remainder, each feather tipped with a crescent-shaped spangle. Shafts of all feathers 
bay.

The silver
Male and female plumage: White with beetle green-black markings.
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Old English Pheasant Fowl male, large

Old English Pheasant Fowl female, large
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In both sexes and colours
Beak horn. Eyes fi ery red. Comb bright rich red. Face and wattles red. Ear-lobes white. 
Legs and feet slate-blue.

Weights

Cock 2.70–3.20 kg (6–7 lb); cockerel 2.50–2.70 kg (51–2 –6 lb)
Hen 2.25–2.70 kg (5–6 lb); pullet 2.00–2.25 kg (41–2 –5 lb)

Scale of points

Type (including legs) 20
Head (comb 15, lobes 5, other points 5)  25
Markings 20
Ground colour of body 15
Plumage and fl ow of feather 10
Size 5
Condition  5
 100

Serious defects

Comb single or over either side. Blushed lobes. Sooty hackles. Defi nitely black breast in 
male. Superfi ne bone. Lack of size. Squirrel tail. Any deformity. Any other defects which 
would affect health, hardiness, productivity or activity up to 20 points.

BANTAM
Old English Pheasant Fowl bantams should follow exactly the large fowl standard.

Weights

Male 790 g (28 oz)
Female 680 g (24 oz)

ORLOFF
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Iran and Russia
Classifi cation: Heavy: Rare
Egg colour: Tinted

This breed originally came from the Gilan province of northern Iran, where it was known 
as the Chilianskaia. Some were taken to Moscow and renamed by Count Orloff Teches-
mensky. From Russia they became known to British, Dutch and German poultry experts 
in the 1880s and 1890s, and an Orloff Club existed in Britain in the 1920s and 1930s. 
Orloff bantams have been known in Germany since 1925, but did not reach Britain 
until the 1970s. As this standard indicates, Orloffs are mainly judged on type and char-
acter, especially of the head. Plumage colour is a secondary consideration.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upright with slightly sloping back.
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Type: Body broad and fairly long. Flat, slightly sloping back. Breast rather full and 
prominent. Closely carried wings of moderate length. Tail of medium size with fairly 
narrow sickles. Carriage rather low but slightly above horizontal.
Head: Skull wide, of medium size. Beak short, stout and well hooked. Eyes full, and 
deeply set under well projecting (beetle) eyebrows, giving a gloomy, vindictive expres-
sion. Comb low and fl at, shaped somewhat like a raspberry cut through its axis (length-
wise), covered with small protuberances mingled with small, bristle-like feathers, which 
peculiarity is particularly noticeable in the female. Face muffl ed, beard and whiskers 
well developed. Ear-lobes very small, hidden under the muffl es. Wattles small, and show 
only in the male.
Neck: Fairly long and erect, very heavily covered with hackle (boule), the feathers very 
full at the top but so close at the base of the neck as to appear thin there, and forming 
a distinct angle with the back.
Legs and feet: Moderately long and stout. Thighs muscular and well apart. Shanks 
round and fi nely scaled. Toes, four, long and well spread.

Female

With the exception of the muffl ing (which is more developed) and the tail (comparatively 
long) the general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Solid black to the skin from head to tail, with a beetle-green 
sheen.
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The cuckoo
Male and female plumage: As in cuckoo Leghorn.

The mahogany
Male plumage: Beard and whiskers a mixture of black, mahogany and grey, grey pre-
ponderating. Neck hackle rich dark orange to mahogany, darkest at the crown and 
showing very slight black stripes at the base only. Saddle rich mahogany shading to deep 
orange. Wings rich deep mahogany with a strongly defi ned green-black sheen.
Female plumage: Muffl ings as in the male. Hackle mahogany, the lower feathers 
showing black striping. Tail mainly black. Remainder rich dark mahogany uniformly 
peppered with black, the entire absence of black, or heavy and irregular black splashes 
undesirable.

The spangled
Male plumage: Hackles rich orange, with white tips to as many feathers as possible. 
Back rich mahogany. Wings rich mahogany with black bar showing green or purple 
sheen, and white fl ights. Breast solid black with white tips, blotchiness or washiness 
undesirable. Tail green-black.
Female plumage: Light mahogany with white tips, the spangling to be as uniform as 
possible.

The white
Male and female plumage: Lustrous white from head to tail.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak yellow, with a thin rose-tinted skin at base of beak and nostrils. Eyes red or amber. 
Comb, face, ear-lobes and wattles red. Legs rich yellow.

Weights

Cock 3.60 kg (8 lb); cockerel 3.20 kg (7 lb)
Hen 2.70 kg (6 lb); pullet 2.25 kg (5 lb)

Scale of points

Type and carriage 25
Colour 20
Comb and other head points including muffl ing  35
Legs 10
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Absence of beard and muffl ing, and puffed hackle. Legs other than yellow. Comb of 
any other form than as described. Weak, deformed or diseased specimens.

Disqualifi cations

In this breed the colour is of secondary importance and is a deciding point only in 
close competition. The main characteristics of the Orloff are its peculiarities of shape, 
comb, head and carriage and judges are earnestly requested to bear this in mind when 
awarding prizes. Slight feathering or down between the toes is not to constitute a 
disqualifi cation.
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BANTAM
Orloff bantams follow the large fowl standard.

Weights

Cock 1175 g (40 oz); cockerel 1000 g (36 oz)
Hen 1000 g (36 oz); pullet 900 g (32 oz)

ORPINGTON
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Heavy: Soft feather
Egg colour: Brown

In the Orpington we have an English breed named after the village in Kent where the 
originator, William Cook, had his farm. He introduced the black variety in 1886, the 
white in 1889 and the buff in 1894. Within fi ve years of the original black Orpington 
being introduced exhibition breeders were crossing Langshan and Cochin and exhibiting 
the offspring as black Orpingtons, the birds fetching high prices, and attracting many 
for their immense size. But this crossing at once turned a dual-purpose breed into one 
solely for show purposes, and it has remained so until today. A late introduction, the 
Jubilee Orpington, is now rarely seen.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Bold, upright and graceful; that of an active fowl.
Type: Body deep, broad and cobby. Back nicely curved with a somewhat short, concave 
outline. Saddle wide and slightly rising, with full hackle. Breast broad, deep and well 
rounded, not fl at. Wings small, nicely formed and carried closely to the body, the ends 
almost hidden by the saddle hackle. Tail rather short, compact, fl owing and high, but 
by no means a squirrel tail.
Head: Small and neat, fairly full over the eyes. Beak strong and nicely curved. Eyes large 
and bold. Comb single, small, fi rmly set on head, evenly serrated and free from side 
sprigs. Face smooth. Wattles of medium length, rather oblong and nicely rounded at the 
bottom. Ear-lobes small and elongated.
Neck: Of medium length, curved, compact and with full hackle.
Legs and feet: Legs short and strong, the thighs almost hidden by the body feathers, 
well set apart. Toes, four, straight and well spread.
Plumage: Fairly profuse but close, not soft, loose and fl uffy as in the Cochin, or close 
and hard as in the Game Fowl.
Handling: Firm.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male. Her cushion should be wide 
but almost fl at, and slightly rising to the tail, suffi cient to give the back a graceful appear-
ance with an outline approaching concave.

Colour

The blue
Male plumage: Hackles, saddle, wing bow, back and tail dark slate-blue. Remainder 
slate-blue, each feather to show lacing of darker shade as on back.
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Blue Orpington female, large

Black Orpington male, bantam
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Female plumage: Medium slate-blue, laced with darker shade all through, except head 
and neck, dark slate-blue.

In both sexes: Beak black. Eyes black or very dark brown, black preferred. Comb, 
face, wattles and ear-lobes bright red. Legs and feet black or blue. Toenails white.

The black
Male and female plumage: Black with a green sheen.

In both sexes: Beak, etc. as in the blue. Soles of feet white.

The buff
Male and female plumage: Clear, even buff throughout to the skin.

In both sexes: Beak white or horn. Eyes red or orange colour. Comb, face, ear-lobes 
and wattles bright red. Legs, feet and toenails white. Skin white.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure snow-white.

In both sexes: Beak, legs, feet and skin white. Eyes, face, ear-lobes and wattles red.

Weights

Male 4.5 kg (10 lb) min.
Female 3.6 kg (8 lb) min.

Scale of points for all colours

 Buff Black Blue White
Type and size  40  40  40  40
Head  15  20  15  20
Legs and feet  10  10  10  10
Colour and plumage  30  25  30  25
Condition   5   5   5   5
Total 100 100 100 100

Serious defects

Side sprigs on comb. White in ear-lobes. Feather or fl uff on shanks or feet. Long legs. 
Any deformity. Yellow skin or yellow on the shanks or feet of any variety. Any yellow 
or sappiness in the white. Coarseness in head, legs or feathers of the buff.

Disqualifi cations

Trimming or faking.

BANTAM
Orpington bantams are miniatures of their large fowl counterparts and the standard for 
those should be followed.

Weights

Visually 25% of large counterpart. Suggested weights:
Male 2 kg (41–2  lb)
Female 1.6 kg (31–2  lb)



PEKIN BANTAM
Origin: Asia
Classifi cation: True Bantam
Egg colour: White or cream

This is a genuine bantam breed, very old and having no real relationship to the large 
breed of Cochins. It was imported from Pekin in the middle of the nineteenth century, 
hence its name. In recent years new colours have been added to the standard.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Bold, rather forward and low, the head very little higher than the tail.
Type: Body short and broad. Back short, increasing in breadth to the saddle, which 
should be very full, rising well from between the shoulders and furnished with long soft 
feathers. Breast deep and full. Wings short, tightly tucked up, the ends hidden by saddle 
hackle. Tail very short and full, soft and without hard quill feathers, with abundant 
coverts almost hiding main tail feathers, the whole forming one unbroken duplex curve 
with the back and saddle. General type: tail should be carried higher than the head 
– ‘tilt’.
Head: Skull small and fi ne. Beak rather short, stout, slightly curved. Eyes large and 
bright. Comb single, small, fi rm, perfectly straight and erect, well serrated, curved from 
front to back. Face smooth and fi ne, ear-lobes smooth and fi ne, preferably nearly as 
long as the wattles, which are long, ample, smooth and rounded.
Neck: Short, carried forward, with abundant long hackle reaching well down the 
back.
Legs and feet: Legs short and well apart. Stout thighs hidden by plentiful fl uff. Hocks 
completely covered with soft feathers curling round the joints (stiff feathers forming 
‘vulture hocks’ are objectionable but not a disqualifi cation). Shanks short and thick, 
abundantly covered with soft outstanding feathers. Toes, four, strong and straight, the 
middle and outer toes plentifully covered with soft feathers to their tips.
Plumage: Very abundant, long and wide, quite soft with very full fl uff.

Female

With the exception of the back (rising into a very full and round cushion) the general 
characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual 
differences.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Rich sound black with lustrous beetle-green sheen through-
out, free of white or coloured feathers. (Note: Some light undercolour in adult males is 
permissible as long as it does not show through.)

The blue
Male and female plumage: A rich pale blue (pigeon-blue preferred) free from lacing, 
but with rich dark blue hackles, back and tail in the male.

The buff
Male and female plumage: Sound buff, of a perfectly even shade throughout, quite 
sound to roots of feathers, and free from black, white or bronze feathers. The exact 
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White Pekin male

Lavender Pekin female
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Black Pekin male

Black Pekin female
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shade of buff is not material so long as it is level throughout and free from shaftiness, 
mealiness or lacing. (Note: A pale ‘lemon-buff’ is usually preferred in the show-pen.)

The cuckoo
Male and female plumage: Evenly banded with dark slate on light French grey ground 
colour.

The mottled
Male and female plumage: Evenly mottled with white at the tip of each feather on a 
rich black with beetle-green sheen.

The barred
Male and female plumage: Each feather barred across with black bars, having a beetle-
green sheen on a white background. The barring to be equal proportions of black and 
white. The colours to be sharply defi ned and not blurred or shaded off. Barring should 
continue through the shaft and into the underfl uff, and each feather must fi nish with a 
black tip. Plumage should present a bluish, steely appearance free from brassiness and 
of a uniform shade throughout.

In both sexes: Eyes red-orange. Legs and feet yellow.

The birchen
Male plumage: Hackle, back, saddle, shoulder coverts and wing bows silver-white, the 
neck hackle with narrow black striping. Remainder rich black, the breast having a 
narrow silver margin around each feather, giving it a regular laced appearance gradually 
diminishing to perfect black thighs.
Female plumage: Hackle similar to that of the male. Remainder rich black, the breast 
very delicately laced as in the male.

The columbian
Male and female plumage: Pearl-white with black markings. Head and neck white with 
dense black stripe down middle of each feather, free from black edgings or black tips. 
Saddle pearl-white. Tail feathers and tail coverts glossy green-black, the coverts laced 
or not with white. Primaries black, or black edged with white; secondaries black on 
inner edge, white outer. Remainder of plumage entirely white, of pearl-grey shade, free 
from ticking. Undercolour either slate, blue-white or white.

The lavender
Male and female plumage: The lavender is not a lighter shade of the blue Pekin. It is 
different genetically and is of a lighter more silver tint without the darker shade associ-
ated with the normal blue. The silver tint is most obvious in the neck and saddle hackle 
feathers of the male.

In both sexes: Beak yellow or horn. Eyes orange, red or yellow. Legs and toes deep 
yellow.

The partridge
Male plumage: Head dark orange-red, neck hackle bright orange or golden-red, becom-
ing lighter towards the shoulders and preferably shading off as near lemon colour as 
possible, each feather distinctly striped down the middle with black, and free from 
shaftiness, black tipping or black fringe. Saddle hackle to resemble neck hackle as nearly 
as possible. Breast, thighs, underparts, tail, coverts, wing butts and foot feather, hock 
feather and fl uff lustrous green-black, free from grey, rust or white. Back, shoulder 
coverts and wing bow rich crimson. Primaries black, free from white or grizzle; second-
aries black inner web, bay outer, showing a distinct wing bay when closed.



Female plumage: Head and neck hackle light gold or straw, each feather distinctly 
striped down middle with black. Remainder clear light partridge brown, fi nely and 
evenly pencilled all over with concentric rings of dark shade (preferably glossy green-
black). The whole of uniform shade and marking, and the ground colour of the soft 
brown shade frequently described as the colour of a dead oak leaf, with three concentric 
rings of pencilling or more over as much of the plumage as possible.

The silver partridge
Male plumage: Head silver-white, neck hackle silver-white, each feather distinctly 
striped with black and free from shaftiness, black tipping or black fringe. Saddle hackle 
to resemble neck hackle as nearly as possible. Breast, underparts, tail coverts, wing butts 
and foot feather, hock feather and fl uff lustrous green-black, free from grey or white. 
Back, shoulder coverts and wing bow black. Primaries black, free from grizzle; secondaries  
black inner web, white outer, showing a distinct wing bay when closed.
Female plumage: Head and neck hackle silver-white, each feather distinctly striped 
down the middle with black. Remainder silver grey, fi nely and evenly pencilled all over 
with concentric rings of dark shade, (preferably glossy green-black). The whole of 
uniform shade and marking with three concentric rings of pencilling or more, over as 
much of plumage as possible.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure snow-white, free from cream or yellow tinge, or black 
splashes or peppering.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak yellow, but in dark colours may be shaded with black or horn. Eyes red, orange 
or yellow – red preferred. Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes bright red. Legs and feet 
yellow. (Dark legs permissible in blacks if the soles of the feet and back of shanks are 
yellow.)

Weights

Male 680 g (24 oz) max.
Female 570 g (20 oz) max.

Scale of points

Colour and markings  15
Fluff and cushion 15
Leg and foot feather 10
Size and weight 10
Type and carriage 20
Head 10
Length of shank 10
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Twisted or drooping comb. Slipped wings. Legs other than yellow (except for blacks). 
Eyes other than red, orange or yellow. Any deformity. Split front undesirable, but not 
a defect.
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PLYMOUTH ROCK
LARGE FOWL
Origin: America
Classifi cation: Heavy: Soft feather
Egg colour: Tinted

Specimens of the barred Plymouth Rock were fi rst exhibited in America in 1869, and 
stock reached here in 1871. The white and black varieties came as sports. About 1890, 
the buff was exhibited in America and in England. The barred Rock came to us as a 
dual-purpose breed, but was developed to an exhibition ideal in which body size and 
frontal development were neglected in order to secure long narrow fi nely barred feathers. 
With the introduction of sex-linkage between the black Leghorn and barred Rock for 
commercial purposes, utility breeders made use of the Canadian barred Rock, a bird 
with roomy body, full breast, lower on the leg but coarser in barring.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Alert, upright with bold appearance, well balanced and free from stiltiness.
Type: Body large, deep and compact, evenly balanced and symmetrical, broad, the keel 
bone long and straight. Back broad and of medium length, saddle hackle of good length 
and abundant. Breast broad and well rounded. Wings of medium size, carried well up, 
bow and tip covered by breast and saddle feathers, respectively; fl ights carried horizon-
tally. Tail medium size, rising slightly from the saddle to be carried neatly and not to 
be fan, squirrel, or wry tail, sickles medium length and nicely curved, coverts suffi ciently 
abundant to cover the stiff feathers.
Head: Of medium size, strong and carried well up. Beak short, stout and slightly curved. 
Eyes large, bright and prominent. Comb single, medium in size, straight and erect with 
well defi ned serrations, smooth and of fi ne texture, free from side sprigs and thumb 
marks. Face smooth. Ear-lobes well developed, pendant, and of fi ne texture. Wattles 
moderately rounded and of equal length, to correspond with size of comb, smooth and 
of fi ne texture.
Neck: Of medium length, slightly curved, a full hackle fl owing over the shoulders.
Legs and feet: Legs wide apart. Thighs large and of medium length. Shanks medium 
length, stout, well rounded, smooth and free from feathers. Toes, four, strong and per-
fectly straight, well spread and of medium length.
Fluff: Moderately full, carried closely to the body and of good texture.
Skin: Silky and fi ne in texture.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences, except that comb, ear-lobes and wattles are smaller, the neck is of 
medium length, carried slightly forward, and the tail is small and compact, carried well 
back.

Colour

The barred
Male and female plumage: Ground colour, white with bluish tinge, barred with black 
of a beetle-green sheen, the bars to be straight, moderately narrow, of equal breadth 
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White Plymouth Rock male, bantam

Barred Plymouth Rock male, large
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Buff Plymouth Rock male, bantam

Buff Plymouth Rock female, bantam



and sharply defi ned, to continue through the shafts of the feathers. Every feather to 
fi nish with a black tip. The fl uff, or undercolour, to be also barred. The neck and saddle 
hackles, wing bow and tail to correspond with the rest of the body, presenting a uni-
formity of colour throughout.

In both sexes: Eyes rich bay. Legs and beak yellow. Face, ear-lobes, wattles and comb 
red.

The black
Male and female plumage: Black with a beetle-green sheen. Eyes etc. as in the barred.

The buff
Male and female plumage: Clear, sound, even golden-buff throughout to the skin. The 
tail clear buff to harmonise with the body colour, and the undercolour (or fl uff) and the 
quill of the feather also to harmonise with the surface colour. The male of more brilliant 
lustre than the female. Eyes etc. as in the barred.

The columbian
Male plumage: Head pure white. Neck hackle white with a distinct broad black stripe 
down the centre of each feather, free from white shaft, such stripe to be entirely sur-
rounded by a clearly defi ned white margin, fi nishing with a decided white tip, free from 
black outer edging, black tips and excess of greyness at throat. Saddle hackle pure white. 
Tail, main feathers black with beetle-green sheen; coverts black with beetle-green sheen 
either laced or not with white. Wings, primaries black or black edged with white; sec-
ondaries, black on the inner edge and white on the outer edge; remainder pure white, 
entirely free from ticking. Undercolour: white, bluish-white or light slate, not to be 
visible when feathers are undisturbed.
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Female plumage: As for male except tail feathers are black with beetle-green sheen 
except the top pair which may or may not be laced with white.

In both sexes: Beak yellow. Eyes rich bay. Face, comb, ear-lobes and wattles red. Legs 
and feet yellow.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure snow-white, any straw tinge to be avoided.

In both sexes: Beak yellow. Eyes rich bay. Face, comb, ear-lobes and wattles red. Legs 
and feet yellow.

Weights

Male 3.40 kg (71–2  lb) min.
Female 2.95 kg (61–2  lb) min.

Scale of points

The barred
Type 30
Barring 20
Colour 15
Size 10
Legs and feet  10
Condition 10
Head  5
 100

The buff
Type (symmetry), shape, size and carriage  30
Colour (general) 20
Quality and texture (general) 15
Condition and fi tness 15
Head and comb 10
Eye colour 5
Legs and feet  5
 100

Other varieties
Type 30
Colour 30
Head and eyes 10
Legs and feet 10
Condition 10
Quality and texture  10
 100

Serious defects

The slightest fl uff or feather on shanks or feet, or unmistakable signs of feathers having 
been plucked from them. Legs other than yellow. White in ear-lobes. In the barred, any 
feathers of any colour foreign to the variety, black feathers excepted; also lopped or 
rose comb, decidedly wry tail; crooked back, more than four toes, and entire absence 
of main tail feathers. Other than black feathers in the black. Mealiness, or any black or 
white in wing or white in tail, spotted hackle, and in the male a spotted saddle and in 
the female a spotted cushion in the buff. Any coloured feathers in the white. Yellow, 
straw tinge or sap in white, brown markings, brown undercolour in columbian.
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Disqualifi cations

Trimming, faking and any bodily deformity. Split wing, slipped wing and non-growth 
of secondaries.

BANTAM
Plymouth Rock bantams are miniatures of their large fowl counterparts and the stan-
dards for large fowl should be used. Colours are buff, barred, partridge, blue, black, 
white, columbian.

Colour

The partridge
Male plumage: Head bright red. Neck hackles: web of feather, solid, lustrous, green-
ish-black, of moderate width, with a narrow edging of a medium shade of rich brilliant 
red, uniform in width, extending around point of feather; shaft black; plumage on front 
of neck black, as clear as possible of red. Wing fronts black; bows a medium shade of 
rich brilliant red; coverts, lustrous, greenish-black, forming a well defi ned bar of this 
colour across wing when folded; primaries black, lower edges reddish-bay; secondaries 
black, outside webs reddish-bay, terminating with greenish-black at the end of each 
feather, the secondaries when folded forming a reddish-bay wing bay between the wing 
bar and tips of secondary feathers. Back and saddle a medium shade of rich, brilliant 
red, with lustrous, greenish-black stripe down the middle of each feather, same as in 
hackle. A slight shafting of rich red is permissible. Tail black; sickles and smaller sickles 
lustrous, greenish-black; coverts lustrous, greenish-black, edged with a medium shade 
of rich, brilliant red. Body black; lower feathers slightly tinged with red; fl uff black, 
slightly tinged with red. Breast lustrous black (slight tinge of red allowed). Lower thighs 
black. Undercolour of all sections slate.
Female plumage: Head deep reddish-bay. Neck reddish-bay, centre portion of feathers 
black, slightly pencilled, with deep reddish-bay; feathers on front of neck same as breast. 
Wing shoulders, bows and coverts deep reddish-bay with distinct pencillings of black, 
outlines of which conform to shape of feathers; primaries black with edging of deep 
reddish-bay on outer webs; secondaries, inner web black, outer web deep reddish-bay 
with distinct pencillings of black extending around outer edge of feathers. Back deep 
reddish-bay with distinct pencillings of black, the outlines of which conform to shape 
of feathers. Tail black, the two top feathers pencilled with deep reddish-bay on upper 
edge; coverts deep reddish-bay pencilled with black. Body deep reddish-bay pencilled 
with black; fl uff deep reddish-bay. Breast deep reddish-bay with distinct pencillings of 
black, the outlines of which conform to shape of feathers. Lower thighs deep reddish-
bay pencilled with black. Undercolour slate.

Note: Each feather in back, breast, body, wing bows and thighs to have three or more 
distinct pencillings.

In both sexes: Beak yellow. Eyes reddish-bay. Legs and feet yellow. Comb, face, 
wattles and ear-lobes bright red.

The blue
Male and female plumage: One even shade of blue, light to dark, but medium preferred; 
a clear solid blue, free from mealiness, ‘pepper’, sandiness or bronze, and quite clear of 
lacing. Eyes, etc. as in the partridge.

Weights

Male not to exceed 1.36 kg (3 lb)
Female not to exceed 1.13 kg (21–2  lb)
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Scale of points

The barred
Type 20
Colour 20
Barring 20
Legs and feet  10
Head 5
Tail 5
Size 10
Condition  10
 100

The buff
Type 20
Carriage and size 10
Colour 20
Quality and texture  15
Head 10
Eye colour 5
Legs and feet 5
Condition  15
 100

The partridge
Type 30
Colour and pencilling  30
Head and eyes 10
Legs and feet 10
Condition 10
Quality and texture 10
 100

Serious defects and disqualifi cations

As for large fowl.

POLAND
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Poland
Classifi cation: Light: Soft feather
Egg colour: White

That the Poland is a very old breed goes without saying, although its ancestry is none 
too clear. Many connect it with the breed named the Paduan or Patavinian fowl, 
although this original example is illustrated without muff or beard. Poland (gold or 
silver spangled, black or white) had a classifi cation at the fi rst poultry show in London 
in 1845, and was standardised in the fi rst Book of Standards in 1865, with white-crested 
black, golden and silver varieties included. The white-crested (black or blue) varieties 
are without muffl ing, while the others have muffs.
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General characteristics: male

Carriage: Sprightly and erect.
Type: Back fairly long, fl at and tapering to the tail. Breast full and round. Flanks deep, 
shoulders wide, wings large and closely carried. Tail full, neatly spread, and carried 
rather low, not upright, the sickles and coverts abundant and well curved.
Head: Large, with a decidedly pronounced protuberance on top, and crested. Crest 
large, full, circular on top and free of any split or parting, high and smooth in front and 
compact in the centre, falling evenly with long untwisted or reverse-faced feathers far 
down the nape of the neck, and composed of feathers similar to those of the neck hackle. 
Beak of medium length, and having large nostrils rising above the curved line of the 
beak. Eyes large and full. Comb of horn type and very small if any (preference should 
be given to birds without a comb). Face smooth, without muffl ing in the white-crested 
varieties, and completely covered by muffl ing in the others. Muffl ing large, full and 
compact, fi tting around to the back of the eyes and almost hiding the face. Ear-lobes 
very small and round, quite invisible in the muffl ed varieties. Wattles rather large and 
long in the white-crested varieties; the others are without wattles.
Neck: Long, with abundant hackle covering the shoulders.
Legs and feet: Legs slender and fairly long, the shanks free of feathers. Toes, four, 
slender and well spread.

Female

With the exception of the crest, which is globular in shape, the general characteristics 
are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual differences.

Frizzled

Plumage: Each feather is curled towards the bird’s head, the frizzling as close and 
abundant as possible.

Colour

The chamois
Male plumage: Buff ground colour with white markings, crest white at the roots and 
tips, as free as possible of whole white feathers. Muffl ing mottled or laced, not solid 
buff. Hackle tipped. Back, saddle and wing coverts distinctly laced or spangled at the 
tips. Breast, thighs, wing bars and secondaries laced. Primaries tipped, tail coverts and 
sickles laced, the ends of sickles well splashed.
Female plumage: Except that the primaries are tipped, the colour and markings includ-
ing the crest are buff ground with white lacing.

In both sexes: Eyes, comb and face red. Ear-lobes blue-white. Beak, legs and feet dark 
blue and/or horn, soles of feet blue.

The gold
Male and female plumage: As in the chamois, substituting golden-bay as the ground 
colour with black markings and lacing. Eyes, etc. as in the chamois.

The silver
Male and female plumage: As in the chamois, substituting silver as the ground colour, 
with black markings and lacing. Eyes, etc. as in the chamois.

White is permissible in the crests of laced varieties over one-year-old.

244 Poland



Poland 245

Chamois Poland male, bantam

Chamois Poland female, bantam



246 Poland

Frizzled Poland white-crested blue female



White-crested black Poland female, bantam
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The self white
Male and female plumage: Pure white throughout. Eyes, etc. as in the chamois.

The self black
Male and female plumage: Rich metallic-black throughout. Eyes, etc. as in the 
chamois.

The self blue
Male and female plumage: An even shade of blue throughout. Eyes, etc. as in the 
chamois.

The white-crested black
Male and female plumage: Rich metallic-black, except the crest which is snow-white, 
with a black band at the base of the crest in front.

In both sexes: Eyes, comb, face and wattles red. Ear-lobes white. Beak, legs and feet 
blue and/or horn, soles of feet white.

The white-crested blue
Male and female plumage: An even shade of blue throughout, except the crest which 
is snow-white, with a blue band at the base of the crest in front. Eyes, etc. as in the 
white-crested black.

The white-crested cuckoo
Male and female plumage: Even banding on all feathers of even shades of grey 
except the crest, which is snow-white, with a cuckoo band at the base of the crest in 
front.

In both sexes: Eyes, comb and wattles red. Beak, legs and feet white or blue-white, 
soles of feet white.

Weights

Male 2.95 kg (61–2  lb)
Female 2.25 kg (5 lb)

Scale of points

The white-crested varieties
Crest 30
Head and wattles 15
Colour 30
Type 5
Size 10
Condition  10
 100

The other varieties
Crest 30
Head and muffl ing 15
Colour and markings  30
Type 5
Size 10
Condition  10
 100
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Serious defects

Split or twisted crest. Comb, if any, other than horn type. Absence of muffl ing in birds 
other than the white-crested varieties. Legs other than blue or slate. Other than four 
toes on each foot. Any deformity. Absence of black, blue or cuckoo in the front of the 
crests of the white-crested varieties. In the cuckoo solid black or white feather.

BANTAM
Poland bantams follow the standards for their large counterparts.

Weights

Male 680–790 g (24–28 oz)
Female 510–680 g (18–24 oz)

REDCAP
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Light: Soft feather
Egg colour: White

The Redcap has always been closely associated with Derbyshire and is known as the 
Derbyshire Redcap. It was a sturdy breed carrying excellent breast meat, and a good 
egg producer. Farmers used the males freely for crossing to produce layers. As with so 
many promising utility breeds, the Redcap was bred and exhibited as if its immense 
comb were all that mattered, head points claiming 45 of the 100 judging points.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Graceful action and well balanced.
Type: Back broad, moderate in length falling slightly to tail and fl at. Breast broad, full 
and rounded. Wings moderate in length, neat and fi tting closely to the body. Tail full 
and carried at an angle of about 60°; broad, long and well arched sickles.
Head: Of medium length and broad. Beak medium in length. Eyes full and prominent. 
Comb rose with straight leader, full of fi ne work or spikes, free from hollow in centre, 
set straight on the head and carried well off the eyes and beak; size about 8.25 × 7.0 cm 
(31–4  × 23–4  in.). Face smooth and of fi ne texture. Ear-lobes of medium size. Wattles of 
medium length, well rounded and fi ne in texture.
Neck: Of moderate length, nicely arched, and with full hackle.
Legs and feet: Legs straight and wide apart. Thighs short and well fl eshed, shanks 
moderately long. Toes, four, well spread.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences, with the exception of the comb which is about half the size of the 
male’s. The tail is large and full, and, like that of the male, carried at an angle of about 
60°.
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Colour

Male plumage: Neck, hackle and saddle to harmonise. Each feather to have a red quill 
with beetle-green webbing, very fi nely fringed and tipped with black (the feathers appear 
to be fringed with red, but if placed on paper they are seen to have a black fringe and 
tip; the fringe is almost as fi ne as a hair). Back rich red, tipped with black. Wing bows 
rich red; coverts rich red, each feather ending with a black spangle, forming a black bar 
across the wing; primaries and secondaries black on one side, red on the other side, 
heavily tipped with black. Breast and underparts black. Tail and hangers black.
Female plumage: Hackle as in the male, but nut-brown quill. Back and breast ground 
colour deep rich nut-brown, free from smuttiness, each feather ending with a half-moon 
black spangle. The markings on breast, back and wings to be as uniform as possible. 
Wing primaries and secondaries, as in the male; wing coverts evenly spangled. Tail 
black.
In both sexes: Beak horn. Eyes red. Comb, face, ear-lobes and wattles bright red. Legs 
and feet lead colour.

Weight

Cock 2.70–2.95 kg (6–61–2  lb); cockerel 2.50–2.70 kg (51–2 –6 lb)
Hen 2.25–2.50 kg (5–51–2  lb); pullet 2.00–2.25 kg (41–2 –5 lb)

Scale of points

Type and size 15
Head points (comb 25, eyes 5, ear-lobes and wattles 15)  45
Colour 25
Condition 10
Legs and feet  5
 100

Serious defects (for which birds should be penalised)

Comb over. White ear-lobes. Round back. Squirrel or wry tail. Feathers on legs. Legs 
other colour than lead. Other than four toes. Crooked breast. Coarseness. Excessive fat. 
Lacing. White-tipped feathers.

RHODE ISLAND RED
LARGE FOWL
Origin: America
Classifi cation: Heavy: Soft feather
Egg colour: Light brown to brown

No breed made such a world progress in so short a time as this American breed. It was 
developed from Asiatic black-red fowls of Shanghai, Malay and Java types, bred on the 
farms of Rhode Island Province. Red Javas were known there in 1860, and the original 
Rhode Island Red had a rose comb, although birds with single combs, probably from 
brown Leghorn crossings, were bred. They were fi rst exhibited as Rhode Island Reds in 
1880 in South Massachusetts. In December 1898, the Rhode Island Red Club of America 
held their fi rst meeting. In 1904, the Single Comb variety was admitted to the American 
Poultry Association of Perfection, followed in 1906 by the Rose Combs. The formation 
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of the British Rhode Island Red Club took place in August 1909 and the breed has been 
one of the most popular in this country for all purposes. Being a gold, males of the breed 
are utilised extensively in gold-silver sex-linked matings.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Alert, active and well balanced.
Type: Body deep, broad and long. The keel bone long, straight and extending well 
forward and back, giving the body an oblong look, rather than square. Back broad, 
long and horizontal, this being modifi ed by rising curve at hackle and a slightly rising 
curve at the tail coverts. Saddle feathers of medium length and abundant. Tail of medium 
length, quite well spread, carried fairly well back, increasing the apparent length of the 
bird. Sickles of medium length, passing a little beyond the main tail feathers. Lesser 
sickles and tail coverts of medium length and fairly abundant. Breast broad, deep and 
carried in a line nearly perpendicular with the base of the beak; it should not be carried 
further back. Fluff moderately full but with the feathers carried fairly close to the body, 
not Cochin fl uff. Wings of good size, well folded, and the fl ights carried horizontally. 
With the horizontal back and keel and the breast vertical to the base of the beak, this 
gives rise to the breed being described as `brick shaped’.
Head: Of medium size, carried horizontally and slightly forward. Beak medium in 
length and slightly curved. Eyes full, bright and prominent. Comb single or rose. The 
single of medium size, fi ne texture, set fi rmly in the head, perfectly straight and upright, 
with fi ve even and well defi ned serrations, those in front and rear smaller than the centre 
ones, of considerable breadth where it is fi xed to the head. The rose of medium size, 
low, set fi rmly on the head, the top oval in shape, and the surface covered with small 
points, terminating in a small spike at the rear. The comb to conform to the general 
curve of the head. Face smooth and of fi ne texture. Ear-lobes fairly well developed. 
Wattles medium and equal in length, moderately rounded and of fi ne texture.
Neck: Of medium length, carried slightly forward, and covered with abundant hackle, 
fl owing over the shoulders but not too loosely feathered.
Legs and feet: Legs well apart. Thighs large, of medium length and well covered with 
feathers. Shanks of medium length, well rounded and free from feathers. Toes, four, of 
medium length, straight, strong and well spread.

Female

The general characteristics are as those of the males, apart from the sexual differences, 
e.g. smaller wattles, comb and no sickle feathers, leaving the tail feathers exposed. The 
tail, however, should not form an apparent angle with the back, nor must it be met by 
a high rising cushion. It should be quite well spread, carried fairly well back increasing 
the apparent length of the bird. Neck hackle should be suffi cient, but not too coarse in 
feather. In the mature female the back would be described as broad, while in the pullet 
it would look somewhat narrower in proportion to the length of her body. The curve 
from the horizontal back to the hackle or tail should be moderate and gradual.

Colour

Male plumage: The neck red, harmonising with back and breast. Wing primaries, the 
lower web black, with red along outer edging permissible and the upper web red; sec-
ondaries, the lower web red and the upper black; fl ight coverts black; wing bows and 
coverts red. Tail, main feathers, including the sickles, black or greenish-black; coverts 
mainly black, but they may become russet or red as they approach the saddle. The hackle 
to show a rich brilliant red plumage with no black ticking or lacing. The general surface 
of the plumage should be a rich brilliant red, except where black is specifi ed. It should 

252 Rhode Island Red



Rhode Island Red 253

Rhode Island Red male, bantam

Rhode Island Red female, large



be free from shafting, mealy appearance or brassy effect. Absolute evenness of colour is 
desirable. The bird should be so brilliant in lustre as to have a glossed appearance. The 
undercolour and quill feather should be red or salmon. With the saddle parted, showing 
the undercolour at the base of the tail, appearance should be red or salmon, not whitish 
or smoky. Black or white in the undercolour of any section is undesirable.
Female plumage: Neck hackle to be red, the tips of the lower feather may show black 
ticking, but not heavy lacing. The tail should be black or greenish-black. However, the 
upper webs of the two main tail feathers may be edged with red. In all sections of the 
wing the undercolour and quills of the feathers are as in the males. With the remainder 
of the plumage the surface should be a rich dark, even and lustrous red, but not as bril-
liant a lustre as in the male. It should be free from shafting or mealy appearance.

Note: The ‘red’ colour nowadays favoured is an extremely deep chocolate-red and, 
though some breeders disagree with this description, few birds of lighter colour receive 
prizes.

In both sexes: Other things being equal, the specimen having the richest undercolour 
shall receive the award. Beak red-horn or yellow. Eyes red. Face, comb, wattles and 
ear-lobes bright red. Legs and feet yellow or red-horn.

Weights

Cock 3.85 kg (81–2  lb); cockerel 3.60 kg (8 lb)
Hen 2.95 kg (61–2  lb); pullet 2.50 kg (51–2  lb)

Scale of points

Type (shape 10, size 10, carriage and symmetry 10)  30
Colour (general) 25
Quality and texture (10 + 10) 20
Head and comb (5 + 5) 10
Eye colour 10
Legs  5
 100

Serious defects

Feather or down on shanks or feet, or unmistakable indications of a feather having been 
plucked from them. Badly lopped comb, side sprig or sprigs on the single comb. Other 
than four toes. Entire absence of main tail feathers. An ear-lobe showing white (this 
does not mean pale ear-lobes, but enamelled white). Two absolutely white (so-called 
wall or fi sh) eyes. Squirrel or wry tail. A feather entirely white that shows in the outer 
plumage. Diseased specimens, crooked backs, deformed beaks, shanks and feet other 
than yellow or red-horn colour. Birds showing any deformity. A pendulous crop shall 
be cut hard. Coarseness. Toes not straight and well spread. Super-fi neness or frizzled, 
Silkie type defective feather often developed through concentration on lustrous dark 
plumage. Under all disqualifying causes, the specimen shall have the benefi t of the doubt. 
Robustness is of vital importance.

BANTAM
Rhode Island Red bantams are miniatures of their large fowl counterparts and the stan-
dard for those should be followed.

Weights

Male 790–910 g (28–32 oz)
Female 680–790 g (24–28 oz)
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ROSECOMB BANTAM
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: True Bantam
Egg colour: White or cream

The Rosecomb bantam is a gem of show birds. In former days it achieved probably the 
highest pitch of artifi cial perfection ever achieved in exhibition birds.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Cobby but not dumpy. The back should show one sweeping curve from neck 
to sickles.
Type: Body short and broad. Back short, shoulders broad and fl at. Breast carried well 
up and forward, with a bold curve from wing bow to wing bow. Wings carried rather 
low, showing only front half of thighs. Wide fl ight feathers round ended and broad to 
ends. Stern fl at, broad and thick (not running off to nothing at setting-on of tail), with 
abundant feather; the saddle hackle long and plentiful and extending from tail to middle 
of back. Tail carried well back, main feathers broad and overlapping neatly; the sickles 
being long, circled with a bold sweep, broad from base to rounded ends, main tail feath-
ers not projecting beyond the sickles. Furnishing feathers plentiful, broad from base to 
end, round ended and uniformly curved with the sickles but hanging somewhat shorter; 
side hangers broad and long and with the hackles fi lling the space between stern and 
wing ends. All feather broad to ends.
Head: Short and broad. Beak stout and short. Comb rose, neat and long, with square, 
well fi lled front, set fi rmly, tapering to the setting-on of the spike or leader; top perfectly 
level and crowded with small round spikes. The leader stout at base, fi rm, long and 
perfectly straight, tapering to a fi ne point. Comb and leader rise slightly from front to 
rear in one line. Face of fi ne texture. Ear-lobes absolutely round, with rounded edges, 
of uniform thickness all over, not hollow or dished, fi rmly set on the face and kid-like 
in texture; not smaller than 1.88 cm (3–4  in.) or larger than 2.19 cm (7–8  in.). Wattles round, 
neat and fi ne.
Neck: Rather short, well curved, with wide feathers, the hackle falling gracefully and 
plentifully over shoulders and wing bows and almost reaching the tail.
Legs and feet: Legs short. Thighs set well apart, stout at top and tapering to hocks. 
Shanks rather short, round, fi ne and free of feathers. Toes, four, straight and well 
spread.

Female

With the exception of the ear-lobes, which should not be larger than the now defunct 
silver threepenny piece (approx. 1.56 cm [5–8  in.]), and the wings, which are not carried 
so low but are tucked up, the general characteristics are similar to those of the male, 
allowing for the natural sexual differences.

Note: Standard sizes of ear-lobes are usually considerably exceeded in show 
specimens.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Black with brilliant green sheen from head to end of tail, 
the wing bar with extra bright green sheen. Tail feathers and sickles to be rich in green 
sheen.
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In both sexes: Beak black, eyes hazel or brown. Legs and feet black.

The blue
Male and female: Blue of medium shade, free from lacing. The plumage of hackles, 
back and shoulders in males of a darker shade.

The white
Male and female plumage: Snow-white, free from straw tinge.

In both sexes: Beak white, eyes red. Legs and feet white.

The black-breasted red
Male plumage: Head lustrous golden-brown. Neck hackle, saddle, lustrous golden-
brown striped with black. Front of neck black. Breast, body, stern and lower thighs 
black. Back lustrous golden-red. Wings: shoulders and fronts black. Bows shining 
golden-red. Coverts greenish-black forming a distinct bar across wing. Primaries black, 
lower edge of lower web edged with brown. Secondaries black, exposed portion of outer 
web forming wing bay brown. Tail: main tail black. Sickles, lesser sickles and coverts 
brilliant greenish-black. Undercolour slate.
Female plumage: Head golden. Neck hackle golden striped with black. Front of neck 
salmon. Back and cushion surface colour dull black, entire web evenly and fi nely stippled 
with golden-brown, free from shafting. Breast salmon, shading lighter at body and 
blending in to body colour. Body and stern ashy-grey, except where colour blends into 
wings and back. Wings: shoulders, fronts, bows and coverts same as back. Primaries 
dull black, lower edge of lower web fi nely stippled with golden-brown. Lower thighs 
slaty-brown. Main tail black, two top feathers evenly stippled with golden-brown, shafts 
black. Coverts same as back. Undercolour slate in all sections.

In both sexes: legs white. Eyes red.

The birchen
Male plumage: Head silvery-white. Neck hackle silvery-white with slender greenish-
black stripe through middle of each feather. Back silvery-white. Saddle white with 
slender greenish-black stripe through middle of each feather. Upper breast black, each 
feather fi nely laced with white, from throat down to middle of breast. Lower breast 
black with some lustre. Wings: shoulders and fronts black. Bows white. Coverts brilliant 
black forming a distinct bar across wing. Primaries and secondaries black. Body, stern, 
lower thighs and main tail black. Sickles and lower sickles black with a greenish sheen. 
Undercolour black.
Female plumage: Head silvery-white. Neck hackle silvery-white striped with black. 
Back and cushion black with some lustre. Upper breast black, each feather fi nely laced 
with white, from throat down to middle of breast. Lower breast black with some lustre. 
Body, stern, lower thighs and main tail black. Coverts greenish-black. Wings: shoulders, 
fronts and bows black. Coverts greenish black. Primaries and secondaries black. Main 
tail black, coverts greenish-black.

In both sexes: Legs dark. Face gypsy. Eyes dark.

The columbian
Male plumage: Head white. At least three quarters of the neck length lustrous green-
ish-black with a narrow lacing of silvery-white. Front of neck white. Breast, body, stern 
and lower thighs white. Back white, feathers under the hackle, black with white edge. 
Saddle white with lustrous black stripe extending down the middle of each feather. 
Wings: shoulders, fronts, bows and coverts white. Primaries black with white borders 
on lower edge of lower web. Secondaries black, upper web laced with white, exposed 
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portion of lower web forming wing bay white. Main tail black, sickles and lesser sickles 
lustrous greenish-black. Undercolour slaty-blue.
Female plumage: Head white. Neck hackle lustrous greenish-black with a narrow 
lacing of white, shaft black. Front of neck white. Breast, body, stern and lower thighs 
white. Wings: same as male. Main tail black except two top feathers which should be 
fi nely laced with white. Coverts black with narrow lacing of white. Undercolour 
white.

In both sexes: Legs white. Eyes orange-red.

In both sexes and all colours (except birchen face)
Comb, face and wattles brilliant cherry-red. Ear-lobes spotlessly white, especially near 
wattles.

Weights

Male 570–620 g (20–22 oz)
Female 450–510 g (16–18 oz)

Scale of points

Head (comb 20, lobes 15)  35
Tail 15
Colour 12
Type 15
Condition 15
Legs, etc.  8
 100

Serious defects

Stiltiness. Narrow chest or back. Hollow-fronted or leafy comb. Coarse bone. Tightly 
carried wings. Narrow feathers. Blushed lobes. Coloured feathers. White in face. In 
blacks, grizzled or brown fl ights, purple sheen or barring, light legs.

RUMPLESS GAME
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Hard feather: Rare
Egg colour: Tinted

As is common with any rumpless breed, the parson’s nose or ‘caudal appendage’ (uro-
pygium) is missing. Foreign breeds like the Barbu d’Anvers has a rumpless version called 
Barbu du Grubbe. The Barbu d’Uccle has the Barbu d’Everberg as its rumpless version 
and, even in Japan, there is a Rumpless Yokohama, funny though it may sound, with 
its long saddle hackle making it feasible. A genetic accident with Old English Game 
many years ago probably created our own Rumpless Game. The breed, though popular 
in the bantam form, is not often seen in large fowl.
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General characteristics: male

Carriage: Bold and upright.
Type: Body short and small. Back steeply sloping. Breast full and prominent. Wings 
large and long. Tail completely absent, the whole of the lower back being covered with 
the saddle feather.
Head: Small and tapering. Beak rather large. Eyes large and bold. Comb single, small 
and thin, upright. Ear-lobes and wattles fi ne, small and thin.
Neck: Long and upright; hackle close and wiry.
Legs and feet: Legs strong and of medium length. Thighs short, round and muscular. 
Toes, four, long, straight and tapering.
Plumage: Hard and close.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

Plumage colour is of secondary importance in this breed, and almost any recognised 
‘Game’ colour is acceptable. Face, comb, wattles and ear-lobes should be bright red.

Weights

Male 2.25–2.70 kg (5–6 lb)
Female 1.80–2.25 kg (4–5 lb)
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Scale of points

Type 25
Carriage and bearing  20
Head 15
Colour 15
Legs and feet 5
Size 15
Condition  5
 100

Disqualifi cations

Any sign of tail. Other than single comb. Any deformity.

BANTAM
Rumpless Game bantams should follow exactly the large fowl standard.

Weights

Male 620–740 g (22–26 oz)
Female 510–620 g (18–22 oz)

SATSUMADORI
Origin: Japan
Classifi cation: Asian Hardfeather. Large Fowl.
Egg colour: White or tinted

The Satsumadori is a very stylish, fl ashy Japanese Gamebird developed in Kagoshima 
(formerly known as Satsuma) on the island of Kyushu. Bred originally for steel spur 
fi ghting, this is a powerful, agile bird, with tremendous presence.

General characteristics: male

Type and carriage: General appearance impressive, proud and alert. Stance upright.
Body: Large, fi rm and well muscled.
Breast: Broad and full with deep keel.
Back: Long, broadest at shoulders, sloping down towards tail and gradually tapering 
from upper side of thigh. Backbone straight.
Wings: Short, big, strong and bony, carried well down and close to the body, not 
showing on the back but with prominent shoulders.
Tail: Long, extremely full and luxuriant, carried above horizontal in an unbroken 
curving fan shape with the spread of feather also extending sideways at a 15° angle to 
the body. This is a very specifi c characteristic of the breed.
Head: Deep and broad with wattles and ear-lobes small or absent. Beak strong, broad 
and curved downwards, but not hooked. Eyes piercing. Comb triple and fi rm in the 
male, small or absent in the female.
Neck: Long, strong-boned, slightly curved but almost erect. Neck hackle rich and full.
Legs and feet: Thighs long, round and muscular. Legs medium to long – thick and 
strong with slight bend at hock. Shanks round. Toes four, long and well spread. Hind 
toe straight and fi rm on the ground.
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Plumage: Feathers narrow and brilliant, rich at neck and tail, otherwise tightly fi tting 
to body. There is also an old type of Satsumadori which is muffed and feather-legged, 
but it is no longer popular.
Handling: Extremely fi rm fl eshed, muscular and well balanced. Strong contraction of 
wings to body.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for natural sexual 
differences.

Colour

Black-red (the red being a brilliant orange-red) with partridge females, silver and gold 
duckwing, black, white. Beak yellow. Horn colour acceptable in birds with black 
plumage. Legs and feet yellow. Dark legs acceptable in birds with black plumage. Comb, 
face, throat, and ear-lobes brilliant red. Eyes silver or gold. Darker eyes acceptable in 
young birds.

Weights

Male 3–4 kg approx. (6 lb 10 oz–8 lb 12 oz)
Female 2.5–3.5 kg approx. (5 lb 8 oz–7 lb 12 oz)
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Scale of points

Type 30
Plumage 25
Head 15
Legs and feet  10
Carriage 10
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Poor tail plumage, lack of attitude, ‘duck’ feet. Any other deformities.

SCOTS DUMPY
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Light: Soft feather
Egg colour: White

This breed has been bred in Scotland for more than a hundred years, and the birds used 
to be known as Bakies, Crawlers and Creepers. Fowls having identical dumpy charac-
teristics have been shown to exist as early as ad 900. The bird is considered an ideal 
broody, being an excellent sitter and mother.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Heavy, with a waddling gait, the extreme shortness of its legs giving the bird 
the appearance of ‘swimming on dry land’. Shortness of leg alone should not constitute 
the breed’s claim to notice. The large, low, heavy body, and other points of excellence 
must be possessed also.
Type: Body long and broad. Back broad and fl at. Breast deep. Wings of medium size 
and neatly carried. Tail full and fl owing, the sickles well arched.
Head: Fine. Beak strong and well curved. Eyes large and clear. Comb single, of medium 
size, upright and straight, free from side sprigs, and the back following the line of the 
skull, evenly serrated on top. Face smooth. Ear-lobes small and close to the neck. Wattles 
of medium size.
Neck: Of fair length, in keeping with the size of the body, and covered with fl owing 
hackle.
Legs and Feet: Legs very short, the shanks not exceeding 3.75 cm (11–2  in.) Toes, four, 
well spread.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

The colours most widely seen are black, cuckoo and white. Other colours seen should 
only include standardised colours in other breeds.
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Black Scots Dumpy male, large

Black Scots Dumpy female, large



The black
Male and female plumage: Glossy black with a green sheen. Eyes dark.

The cuckoo
Male and female plumage: Light blue or grey ground, each feather marked across with 
bands of dark blue or grey. Eyes red.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure white, free from cream tinge, no black feathers. Eyes 
red.

In both sexes and all colours
Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes bright red. Beak, legs and feet white, except in the 
black variety where they should be black or slate, and in the cuckoo mottled.

Weights

Male 3.20 kg (7 lb)
Female 2.70 kg (6 lb)

Scale of points

Type 45
Size 25
Head 10
Condition  10
Colour  10
 100

Cuckoo Scots Dumpy female, bantam
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Serious defects

White ear-lobes. Yellow or feathered shanks or feet. Long legs. Any deformity.

BANTAM
Scots Dumpy bantams should follow the large fowl standard.

Weights

Male 800 g (13–4  lb)
Female 675 g (11–2  lb)

SCOTS GREY
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Light: Soft feather
Egg colour: White

A light, non-sitting breed originated in Scotland, it has not been bred extensively outside 
that country where, even if it is less popular today, it will doubtless be maintained by 
keen breeders. It has been bred there for over 200 years.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Erect, active and bold.
Type: Body compact, full of substance and fairly long. Back broad and fl at. Breast deep, 
full and carried upwards. Wings moderately long and well tucked, the bow and tip 
covered by the neck and saddle hackles. Tail fairly long and well up (but not squirrel 
fashion) with full sickles.
Head: Long and fi ne. Beak strong and well curved. Eyes large and bright. Comb single, 
upright, of medium size, with well defi ned serrations, the back following the line of the 
skull. Face of fi ne texture. Ear-lobes of medium size. Wattles of medium length with a 
well rounded lower edge.
Neck: Finely tapered and with profuse hackle fl owing on the back and shoulders.
Legs and feet: Legs long and strong. Thighs wide apart but not quite as prominent as 
those of Game fowl. Shanks free from feathers. Toes, four, straight and spreading, stout 
and strong.
Handling: Firm, and somewhat similar to the Game fowl.

Female

With the exception of the comb, either erect or falling slightly over, the general charac-
teristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual differences.

Colour

Male plumage: Barred. Ground colour of body, thighs and wing feathers steel-grey. The 
barring is black with a metallic lustre, that of the body, thighs and wing feathers straight 
across, but that of the neck hackle, saddle, and tail slightly angled or V-shaped. The 
alternating bars of black are of equal width and proportioned to the size of the feather. 
The bird should ‘read’ throughout, i.e. the shade should be the same from head to tail. 
The plumage should be free from red, black, white, or yellow feathers, and the hackle, 
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Scots Grey male, large

Scots Grey female, large
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saddle, and tail should be distinctly and evenly barred, while the markings all over 
should be rather small, even, and sharply defi ned.
Female plumage: Similar to that of the male, except that the markings are not as small, 
and produce an appearance somewhat resembling a shepherd’s tartan.

In both sexes: Beak white or white streaked with black. Eyes amber. Comb, face, 
wattles and ear-lobes bright red. Legs and feet white or white mottled with black, but 
not sooty.

Weights

Male 3.20 kg (7 lb)
Female 2.25 kg (5 lb)

Scale of points

Colour and markings  30
Size 10
Type 30
Head 10
Condition 10
Legs and feet  10
 100

Serious defects

Any bodily deformity. Any characteristic of any other breed not applicable to the Scots 
Grey.

BANTAM
Scots Grey bantams follow the large fowl standard.

Weights

Male 620–680 g (22–24 oz)
Female 510–570 g (18–20 oz)

SEBRIGHT BANTAM
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: True Bantam
Egg colour: White or cream

This breed is a genuine bantam and one of the oldest British varieties. It has no coun-
terpart in large breeds, but has played a part in the production of other laced fowl, 
notably Wyandottes. There are two colours, gold and silver.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Strutting and tremulous, on tip-toe, somewhat resembling a fantail pigeon.
Type: Body compact, with broad and prominent breast. Back very short. Wings large 
and carried low. Tail square, well spread and carried high. Sebright males are hen feath-
ered, without curved sickles or pointed neck and saddle hackles.
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Head: Small. Beak short and slightly curved. Comb rose, square fronted, fi rmly and 
evenly set on, top covered with fi ne points, free from hollows, narrowing behind to a 
distinct spike or leader, turned slightly upwards. Eyes full. Face smooth. Ear-lobes fl at, 
and unfolded. Wattles well rounded.
Neck: Tapering, arched and carried well back.
Legs and feet: Legs short and well apart. Shanks slender and free from feathers. Toes, 
four, straight and well spread.
Plumage: Short and tight, feathers not too wide but never pointed. (Almond-shaped 
feather is desired.)

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences. Her neck is upright.

Colour

The gold
Male and female plumage: Uniform golden-bay with glossy green-black lacing and dark 
undercolour. Each feather evenly and sharply laced all round its edge with a narrow 
margin of black. Shaftiness is undesirable.

The silver
Male and female plumage: Similarly marked on pure, clear silver-white ground 
colour.

In both sexes and colours
Beak dark horn in golds; dark blue or horn in silvers. Eyes black, or as dark as possible. 
Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes mulberry or deep red. Legs and feet slate-blue.

Although in males mulberry face is seldom obtainable, the eye should be dark and 
surrounded with a dark cere.

Weights

Male 620 g (22 oz)
Female 510 g (18 oz)

Scale of points

Lacing 25
Comb 5
Face and lobes  10
Ground colour 15
Tail 10
Type 20
Weight 5
Condition  10
 100

Note: There is at present a decided move to improve type and to discourage the prevail-
ing whip tails and narrow build, particularly in females.

Serious defects

Single comb. Sickle feathers or pointed hackles on the male. Feathers on shanks. Legs 
other than slate-blue. Other than four toes. Any deformity.
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Gold Sebright male

Silver Sebright female



SHAMO
Origin: Japan
Classifi cation: Asian Hardfeather. Large Fowl.
Egg colour: White or tinted

The Shamo is a Japanese bird of Malayoid type, originally imported to Japan from 
Thailand in the seventeenth century – the name being a corruption of Siam, the old name 
for Thailand. In Japan it was developed into a fi ghting bird of unmatched courage and 
ferocity. Its feathers are sparse but strong and shiny, and its powerful bone structure 
and well muscled body and legs, coupled with its erect posture, make it an impressive 
and striking bird. Since its importation in the early 1970s the term ‘Shamo’ has covered 
all large fowl, but in Japanese classifi cation, birds are divided into Chu (medium) Shamo 
and O (large) Shamo.

General characteristics: male

Type and carriage: General appearance fi erce, powerful, proud and alert. Stance very 
upright.
Body: Large and extremely fi rm with well muscled abdomen.
Breast: Broad and full with deep keel.
Back: Long, broadest at shoulders, sloping down towards tail and gradually tapering 
from upper side of thigh. Backbone straight.
Wings: Short, big, strong and bony, carried well down and close to the body, not 
showing on the back but with prominent shoulders.
Tail: Carried below horizontal, length to give balance to the bird.
Head: Deep and broad with wattles and ear-lobes small or absent. Beak strong, broad 
and curved downwards, but not hooked. Eyes deep-set under overhanging brows. Comb 
triple and fi rm. Walnut comb rare – but also acceptable.
Neck: Long, strong-boned, slightly curved but almost erect.
Legs and feet: Legs medium to long – thick and strong with slight bend at hock. Thighs 
long, round and muscular. Shanks thick, strong and round. Toes four, long and well 
spread. Hind toe straight and fi rm on the ground.
Plumage: Feathers very short, narrow, hard and brilliant. Scant, and bare showing red 
skin at throat, keel and point of wing. Neck hackle feathers permitted to curl towards 
back of neck.
Handling: Extremely fi rm fl eshed, muscular and well balanced. Strong contraction of 
wings to body.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for natural sexual 
differences. Stance very upright, but it is acceptable for a female to be slightly less upright 
than the male.

Colour

Black/red is the most common colour seen. (The ‘red’ may be any shade from yellow to 
dark red, with wheaten or partridge females which can be any shade from cream to dark 
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brown, with or without dark markings.) Ginger, white, black, splash, blue and duckwing 
are all recognised, and no colour or combination of colours is disqualifi ed.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak yellow or horn. Legs and feet yellow. Blackish overcolour acceptable in dark-
coloured birds. Comb, face, throat, ear-lobes and any exposed skin brilliant red. Eyes 
silver or gold. Darker eyes acceptable in young birds.

Weights

Male 3 kg (6 lb 10 oz) min.
Female 2.25 kg (4 lb 14 oz) min.
Chu Shamo – male above 3 kg (6 lb 10 oz) and under 4 kg (8 lb 12 oz), female above 
2.25 kg (4 lb 14 oz) and under 3 kg (6 lb 10 oz). O Shamo – male 4 kg (8 lb 12 oz) and 
above, female 3 kg (6 lb 10 oz) and above.

Scale of points

Type and carriage  40
Head 20
Feather/condition 20
Legs and feet  20
 100

Black-red Shamo male
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Serious defects

Lack of attitude. Poor carriage. Overlarge comb. ‘Duck’ feet.

SICILIAN BUTTERCUP
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Europe
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: White

The distinguishing feature of the breed is the cup-shaped comb. This comb variation has 
been known for centuries, birds with this type of comb are portrayed on paintings in 
galleries in Rome and Florence, dating back to the sixteenth century. The fi rst specimens 
were taken to America from Sicily in the 1830s. Today’s stock probably descended from 
imports and subsequent selection by C.C. Loring of Dedham, Massachusetts in the 
1860s or from eggs imported to America in 1892. In 1907, the breed was widely pro-
moted by the efforts of Mrs James L. Dumaresq, of Easton, Maryland, whose husband 
had been in the American diplomatic service. She noted ‘the chickens were pretty, tame, 
and abundant layers’. Specimens were brought to Britain in 1910 and in 1913 by a Mrs 
Colbeck of West Yorkshire. Soon afterwards a Breed Club was formed; there followed 
a brief spell of popularity followed by a decline in interest from the late 1920s. Sicilian 
Flowerbirds were standardised in 1922, as a distinct breed. The Buttercup in bantam 
form is a recent creation. Obtaining correct plumage markings on females, well cupped 
combs on both sexes and a wholly red ear-lobe are the main diffi culties in breeding show 
quality Buttercups. The American standard for the breed was changed in the late 1920s 
in favour of a white ear-lobe, hence stock imported to Britain in the 1970s from the 
USA were white lobed.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upright, bold and active.
Type: Body moderately long and deep; broad shoulders and narrow saddle. Full round 
breast. Broad back sloping downwards to the saddle, which rises in a slightly concave 
outline to the base of the tail. Long wings, closely tucked. Fairly large tail with long 
main feathers, carried at an angle of 45°, and fi tted with well curved sickles and abun-
dant coverts.
Head: Skull long and deep. Beak of medium length. Eyes full and keen. Comb begin -
ning at the base of the beak with a single leader and joined to a cup-shaped crown, set 
fi rmly on the centre of the skull and surmounted with well defi ned and regular points, 
of medium size and fi ne texture, and free from decided spikes in the cavity or centre. 
Ear-lobes almond-shaped, fl at, smooth and close fi tting. Wattles thin and well 
rounded.
Neck: Rather long, with hackle fl owing well over the shoulders.
Legs and feet: Of moderate size and length. Thighs well apart. Shanks slender and free 
of feathers. Toes, four, straight and spreading.

Female

With the exception of the comb (smaller and lower in proportion) the general 
characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual 
differences.
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Sicilian Buttercup male

Sicilian Buttercup female



Colour

The golden
Male plumage: Neck hackle, back, saddle, shoulders and wing bows bright lustrous 
orange-red. Cape (at base of neck) dark buff marked with distinct black spangles and 
covered by hackle. Wing bar and bay an even shade of red-bay; primaries black, lower 
web edged with bay; secondaries red-bay on outer web, black on inner. Breast red-bay. 
Body light bay. Fluff rich bay shading to light bay on stern, and some feathers on the 
body fl uff with distinct black spangles. Tail black, sickles and coverts green-black, the 
former showing red-bay at their base and the coverts edged with that colour.
Female plumage: Hackle lustrous golden-buff. Breast and thighs light golden-buff, plain 
from throat to middle of breast, elsewhere with black spangles. Tail dull black, except 
the two highest feathers mottled with buff. Wing bow and bar golden-buff with parallel 
rows of elongated black spangles, each spangle extending slightly diagonally across the 
web; quill and edge of feathers golden-buff; primaries black edged with buff; secondaries 
golden-buff regularly barred with black on outer web, black on inner. Back golden-buff 
regularly spangled with black (the same pattern as the wing bow) and extending over 
the entire surface, including the saddle and the tail coverts.

The silver
Male and female: Except that the ground is silver-white (free from yellow or straw 
tinge) instead of red or bay, similar to the golden.

In both sexes and colours
Beak dark horn lightly shaded with yellow. Eyes red-bay. Comb, face, wattles and ear-
lobes bright red (more than one third white in lobes a serious defect). Legs and feet 
willow green.

Weights

Male 2.95 kg (61–2  lb)
Female 2.50 kg (51–2  lb)

Scale of points

Head 30
Colour 25
Type 20
Size 10
Legs and feet  10
Condition  5
 100

Serious defects

Spikes more than 2.5 cm (1 in.) long in cup (or cavity of comb) of male, or any indication 
of spike in cup (or cavity of comb) of female. Solid white ear-lobes. Shanks other than 
green. Feathers or stubs on shanks or toes. Any deformity. In golden, solid white in any 
part of the plumage (except undercolour) or black striping in the male’s hackles.

BANTAM
Sicilian Buttercup bantams should follow exactly the large fowl standard.
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Weights

Male 735 g (26 oz)
Female 620 g (22 oz)

SILKIE
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Asia
Classifi cation: Light: Soft feather
Egg colour: Tinted or cream

Silkie fowls have been mentioned by authorities for several hundred years, although 
some think they originated in India, while others favour China and Japan. Despite light 
weights the Silkie is not regarded as a bantam in this country but as a large fowl light 
breed, and as such it must be exhibited. Its persistent broodiness is a breed characteristic, 
and either pure or crossed, the breed provides reliable broodies for the eggs of large 
fowl or bantams.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Stylish, compact and lively.
Type: Body broad and stout looking. Back short, saddle silky and rising to the tail, stern 
broad and abundantly covered with fi ne fl uff, saddle hackles soft, abundant and fl owing. 
Breast broad and full. Shoulders stout, square, and fairly covered with neck hackle. 
Wings soft and fl uffy at the shoulders, the ends of the fl ights ragged and ‘osprey plumage’ 
(i.e. some strands of the fl ight hanging loosely downward). Tail short and very ragged 
at the end of the harder feathers of the tail proper. It should not be fl owing, but forming 
a short round curve.
Head: Short and neat, with good crest, soft and full, as upright as the comb will permit, 
and having half a dozen to a dozen soft, silky feathers streaming gracefully backwards 
from lower back part of crest, to a length of about 3.75 cm (11–2  in.). The crest proper 
should not show any hardness of feather. Beak short and broad at base. Eyes brilliant 
black and not too prominent. Comb almost circular in shape, preferably broader than 
long, with a number of small prominences over it and having a slight indentation or 
furrow transversely across the middle. Face smooth. Ear-lobes more oval than round. 
Wattles concave, nearly semi-circular, not long or pendant.
Neck: Short or medium length, broad and full at base with the hackle abundant and 
fl owing.
Legs and feet: Free from scaliness. Thighs wide apart and legs short. No hard feathers 
on the hocks but a profusion of soft silky plumage is admissible. Thighs covered with 
abundant fl uff. The feathers on the legs should be moderate in quantity. Toes fi ve in 
number, the fourth and fi fth diverging from one another. The middle and outer toes 
feathered, but these feathers should not be too hard.
Plumage: Very silky and fl uffy with a profusion of hair-like feathers.

Female

Saddle broad and well cushioned with the silkiest of plumage which should nearly 
smother the small tail, the ragged ends alone protruding, and inclined to be ‘Cochiny’ 
in appearance. The legs are particularly short in the female, and the underfl uff and thigh 
fl uff should nearly meet the ground. The head crest is short and neat, like a powder 
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puff, with no hard feathers, nor should the eye be hidden by the crest, which should 
stand up and out, not split by the comb. Ear-lobes small and roundish. Wattles either 
absent or very small and oval in shape. Comb small. Other characteristics are similar 
to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual differences.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Black all over with a green sheen in the males. A minimal 
amount of colour in hackle is permissible, but not desirable.

The blue
Male and female plumage: An even shade of blue from head to tail.

The gold
Male and female plumage: A bright even shade of gold throughout, with darker feathers 
permissible in the tails of both sexes.

The white
Male and female plumage: Snow-white.

The partridge
Male plumage: Head and crest dark orange. Hackles orange/yellow, free from washi-
ness, each feather having a clear black stripe down the centre. Back and shoulders dark 
orange. Wing bar, solid black; primaries black, free from any white; secondaries, outer 
web dark orange, inner web black, the dark orange alone showing when the wing is 
closed. Tail and sickles black. Leg and foot feather black. Breast and fl uff black. Under-
colour slate-grey, free from white.
Female plumage: Neck and breast lemon striped black. Hackle feathers black centre 
with lemon edge. Crest, lemon and black mingling. Body, including wings and cushion, 
black barring on soft partridge-brown. Undercolour slate-grey. Leg foot feather colour 
as the body. Black permissible in the tail.

In both sexes and all colours
With the exception of the black, the beak should be slaty-blue. In the black, the beak 
should be dark slate. Eyes black. Comb, face and wattles mulberry. Ear-lobes turquoise-
blue or mulberry, the former being preferred. Legs and feet lead. Nails blue-white. Skin 
mulberry.

The Bearded Silkie
As standard Silkie, but with clearly defi ned ear muff and beard.

Weights

Male 1.81 kg (4 lb)
Female 1.36 kg (3 lb)

Scale of points

Type 20
Head 30
Legs 10
Colour 10
Plumage  30
 100
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Serious defects

Hard feathers. Green beak or tip to the beak. Horns protruding from the comb. Ruddy 
comb or face. Eye other than black. Incorrect colour in plumage or skin. Plumage not 
silky. Want of crest. ‘Polish’ or split crest – the crest should not hang over the eyes. 
Green soles to the feet.

Disqualifi cations

Single comb. Toes other than fi ve in number. Green legs. Featherless legs or feet. Vulture 
hocks.

BANTAM
Counterparts of the large fowl in all respects.

Weights

Male 600 g (22 oz)
Female 500 g (18 oz)

SPANISH
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Mediterranean
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: White

The white-faced black Spanish is one of our oldest breeds, and was widely kept and 
admired long before the advent of poultry shows in the latter half of the nineteenth 
century. Of striking appearance, with its extensive white face, surrounding eyes and ears 
and extending lower than the wattles, the Spanish was also a good layer of large white 
eggs. In the last decade, the breed has gained popularity especially with the reintroduc-
tion of the bantam form, although bantam white-faced Spanish were popular around 
the 1900s.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upright, with proud action.
Head: Skull long, broad and deep. Beak long and stout. Eyes full and wide open. Comb 
single, somewhat small, erect and straight, fi rm at the base, rather thin at the edge, fi tting 
closely on the neck at the back, of very smooth texture, and free from wrinkles, rising 
well over the eyes but not so as to interfere with the sight, and joining the ear-lobes and 
wattles. Ear-lobes deep and broad, well rounded at the bottom, extending well below 
the wattles, meeting in front and going well back on each side of the neck, of fi ne texture 
and free from folds or creases. Wattles very long, thin and pendulous.
Neck: Long and fi ne, with abundant hackle fl owing well over the shoulders.
Body: Rather long, fairly broad in front, and tapering to the rear. Breast full at the neck 
and gradually decreasing towards the thighs. Back slanting downwards to the tail, short 
wings carried closely. Full tail, not carried too high, and with the sickles large and well 
curved.
Legs and feet: Rather long and slim. Shanks free of feathers. Toes, four, slender and 
straight.
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Plumage: Short and close.

Female

With the exception of the comb (which falls gracefully over either side of the face) the 
general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual 
differences.

Colour

Male and female plumage: Black with a beetle-green sheen, and free of purple bars.
In both sexes: Beak dark horn. Eyes black. Comb and wattles bright red. Face and 

ear-lobes white. Legs and feet pale slate.

Weights

Male 3.20 kg (7 lb)
Female 2.70 kg (6 lb)

Scale of points

Face and lobes 35
Comb and wattles  15
Type 15
Size 15
Colour 10
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Blue, pink or red in face or lobes. Coarse ‘caulifl ower’ face or lobes. Male’s comb not 
erect, side sprigs on comb. Lobes pointed at the bottom. Black or dark legs or feet. Any 
deformity.

BANTAM
Bantam white-faced Spanish should follow exactly the large fowl standard.

Weights

Male 1075 g (38 oz)
Female 910 g (32 oz)

SULMTALER
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Austria
Classifi cation: Heavy: Rare
Egg colour: Cream to light brown

The origin of the Sulmtaler lies south and south-west of Graz, capital of the Austrian 
county Stiermarken. Especially in the valleys of Kainach, Lassnitz, Sulm and Saggau (tal 
= valley), heavy fowls were bred for high quality fattening, mainly being fed on locally 
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grown maize. From 1865 to 1875, these birds were crossed with Cochin, Houdan and 
Dorkings and then crossed back again to the local fowls from Stiermarken. By 1900, 
the Sulmtaler had been developed as a breed in its own right and spread into Germany, 
Holland and England. It is a hardy fowl, fast growing, easy to fatten and a good utility 
breed.

General characteristics: male

Type: Body full and deep, ratio of deepness to broadness 3 : 2. Back broad and almost 
horizontal, medium length with a full saddle and no development of a cushion. Breast 
very deep, broad, full and well rounded. Wings medium length carried closely. Abdomen 
broad and full. Thighs strong and well fl eshed. Tail full, broad, carried at a 45° angle 
to the back.
Head: Medium size. Beak strong, slightly short. Eyes round, full and prominent. Comb 
single, straight, upright, medium size with a tendency to fl yaway, evenly serrated but 
not too deep. Behind the comb is a small tuft of feather or tassel. Ear-lobes are medium 
size and oblong shape, of fi ne texture. Wattles are medium length, rounded off, of fi ne 
texture. Face smooth and fi ne in texture.
Neck: Medium length, straight, with abundant neck hackles.
Legs and feet: Medium to short in length, clean shanks. Toes four, of medium length, 
straight and well spread.

Female

Allowing for the natural sexual differences, the hen has a small fi nely serrated comb, 
often called in German a ‘Wickel’ or ‘S’ shape: a comb of which the front part falls to 
one side and the back to the other side (irregular). The crest at the back of the comb 
should be half-rounded and should not obscure the vision. The wattles are smaller than 
those of the male. The body appears heavier with a square, deep and full breast.

Colour

Male plumage: Black-breasted red as in Oxford Old English Game except the hackle 
and saddle are rich brown-red with hardly any striping; some brown coloured spots in 
the breast of the male are accepted. The tassel is brown-red.
Female plumage: Wheaten as in Oxford Old English Game except the hackle is brown-
red, somewhat dull black striping or spots are accepted, just as is a somewhat darker 
colour in hackle and body. The crest is light wheaten.

In both sexes: Beak fl esh or horn. Eyes orange-red. Comb, face and wattles red. Ear-
lobes white. Legs and feet white with the scales on the side of the legs pink, and red 
between the toes.

Weights

Cock 3.00–4.00 kg (61–2 –81–2  lb); cockerel 2.50 kg (51–2  lb)
Hen 2.50–3.00 kg (51–2 –61–2  lb); pullet 2.00 kg (41–2  lb)

Scale of points

Type, carriage and size  40
Head and crest 20
Colour and plumage 20
Condition 10
Legs  10
 100
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Serious defects

Too small, too light, weak, not square enough, coarse bones, long legs and fl at breast. 
Light eyes or fi sh eyes. Squirrel tailed.

BANTAM
Originated in West Germany, accepted to the Dutch Standard in 1986. Sulmtaler 
bantams are exact replicas of their large counterparts.

Weights

Cock 1000 g (21–4  lb); cockerel 900 g (2 lb)
Hen 800 g (13–4  lb); pullet 700 g (11–2  lb)

SULTAN
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Turkey
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: White

With head crest, beard, vulture hocks, feathered legs, fi ve toes and snow-white plumage, 
Sultans have always been an ornamental breed. They were originally found strutting 
around the Sultan of Constantinople’s palace garden. All today’s Sultans are descended 
from a crate imported by Miss Elizabeth Watts of Hampstead in January 1854. They 
have never been numerous, but have a dedicated following.

General characteristics: male

General shape and carriage: Deep, but neat and compact, and very sprightly.
Type: Body rather long and very deep. Breast deep and prominent. Back short and 
straight. Wings large, long and carried low. Tail long, broad and carried open. Sickles 
very long and fi ne. Hangers numerous, long and fi ne. Coverts abundant and lengthy.
Head: Head medium size. Beak short and curved. Eye bright. Comb very small, consist-
ing of two spikes only, almost hidden by crest. Face covered with thick muffl ing. Nostrils 
horny and large, rising above the curved line of the beak. Crest large, globular and 
compact. Ear-lobes small and round. Beard very full, joining with the whiskers. Wattles 
very small, to be hardly perceptible.
Neck: Moderately short, slightly arched and carried well back.
Legs and feet: Thighs short, furnished with heavy vulture hocks to cover the joints. 
Shanks short, and well covered inside and out with feathers. Toes, fi ve in number and 
of moderate length, completely covered with feather.
Plumage: Long, very abundant and fairly soft.

Female

With the exception of the comb, which is smaller and barely visible, the general char-
acteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual differences.

Colour

Male and female plumage: Snow-white throughout.
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In both sexes: Beak pale blue or white. Eye red. Comb bright red. Face red. Ear-lobes 
and wattles bright red. Shanks and toes white or pale blue.

Weights

Male 2.70 kg (6 lb) max.
Female 2.00 kg (41–2  lb)

Scale of points

Head and crest 15
Beard and muffl ing 15
Comb 5
Type and symmetry 12
Colour 15
Leg and foot feathering  15
Size 8
Condition  15
 100

Serious defects

Any deformity. Coloured plumage. Toes other than fi ve in number.

BANTAM
Sultan bantams should follow exactly the large fowl standard.



Weights

Male 680–790 g (24–28 oz)
Female 510–680 g (18–24 oz)

SUMATRA
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Asia
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: White

The Sumatra, which comes from the island of Sumatra or the Malay Archipelago, 
was admitted to the American standard in 1883. With the help of Lewis Wright and 
Frederick R. Eaton the British standard was drawn up in 1906 under the name of Black 
Sumatras. A long, fl owing tail, carried horizontally, and a pheasant-like carriage are 
distinguishing characteristics. Sumatras are prolifi c layers of white eggs and excellent 
sitters, especially being used to hatch waterfowl. In the late 1970s, a strain of bantams 
was recreated.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Straight and upright in front, pheasant-like, giving a proud and stately 
appearance.
Type: Body rather long, very fi rm and muscular, broad, full and rounded breast. Back 
of medium length, broad at shoulders, very slightly tapering to tail. Saddle hackle very 
long and fl owing. Stern narrower than shoulders, but fi rm and compact. Strong, long 
and large wings, carried with fronts lightly raised, the feathers folded very closely 
together, not carried drooping or over the back. Long drooping tail with a large quantity 
of sickles and coverts, which should rise slightly above the stern and then fall streaming 
behind, nearly to the ground. Sickle and covert feathers not too broad.
Head: Skull small, fi ne and somewhat rounded. Beak strong, of medium length, slightly 
curved. Eyes large and very bright, with a quick and fearless expression. Comb pea, low 
in front, fi tting closely, the smaller the better. Face smooth and of fi ne texture. Ear-lobes 
as small as possible and fi tting very closely.
Neck: Rather long, and covered with very long and fl owing hackle.
Legs and feet: Of strictly medium length, thick and strong. Thighs muscular, set well 
apart. Shanks straight and strong, set well apart, with smooth, even scales not fl at or 
thin. (Note: There is no objection to two or more spurs on each leg, it being a peculiarity 
of the breed for this to occur.) Feet broad and fl at. Toes, four, long, straight, spread 
well apart, with strong nails, the back toe standing well backward and fl at on the 
ground.
Plumage: Very full and fl owing, but not too soft or fl uffy.

Female

Main tail feathers are wide and well spread, the top two feathers curved in a convex 
manner and carried nearly horizontally. Coverts are moderately long, wide and abun-
dant. Otherwise the general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for 
the natural sexual differences.
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Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Very rich beetle-green (green-black) with as much sheen as 
possible.

The blue
Male plumage: Hackles, saddle, wing bow, back and tail very dark slate-blue. 
Remainder medium slate-blue, each feather to show lacing of darker shade as on the 
back.
Female plumage: Medium slate-blue, laced with darker shade throughout, except head 
and neck, a dark slate-blue.

The white
Male and female plumage: Snow-white throughout. Face as dark as possible.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak black. Eyes very dark brown or black (black preferred). Face, comb, ear-lobes and 
throat black or gypsy faced (black preferred). Legs and feet dark olive or black (black 
preferred).

Weights

Male 2.25–2.70 kg (5–6 lb)
Female 1.80 kg (4–5 lb)

Scale of points

Type 20
Head (beak 5, eyes 5, other points 10)  20
Colour 15
Feather, quantity of 15
Condition 15
Legs and feet 10
Neck  5
 100

Serious defects

Single or rose comb. Any sign of dubbing. Red colour in comb, face or throat. Any sign 
of wattles. Other than four toes. Any deformity.

BANTAM
Sumatra bantams should follow exactly the large fowl standard.

Weights

Male 735 g (26 oz)
Female 625 g (22 oz)
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SUSSEX
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Great Britain
Classifi cation: Heavy: Soft feather
Egg colour: Tinted

This is a very old breed, for although we do not fi nd it included in the fi rst Book of 
Standards of 1865, at the fi rst poultry show of 1845 the classifi cation included Old 
Sussex or Kent fowls, Surrey fowls and Dorkings. The oldest variety of the Sussex is the 
speckled. Brahma, Cochin and silver grey Dorking were used in the make-up of the light. 
The earlier reds had black breasts, until the red and brown became separate varieties. 
Old English Game has fi gured in the make-up of some strains of browns. Buffs appeared 
about 1920, clearly obtained by sex-linkage within the breed. Whites came a few years 
later, as sports from lights. Silvers are the latest variety. The light is the most widely 
kept in this country today among standard as well as commercial breeders. It is one of 
our most popular breeds for producing table birds. At the time when sex-linkage held 
considerable popularity the light Sussex was one of the most popular breeds of the day, 
the females being in considerable demand for mating to gold males. At an even earlier 
stage, the Sussex breed formed the mainstay of the table poultry market in and around 
the Heathfi eld area. The Sussex Breed Club was formed as far back as in 1903 and is 
now one of the oldest breed clubs in Britain.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Graceful, showing length of back, vigorous and well balanced.
Type: Back broad and fl at. Breast broad and square, carried well forward, with long, 
straight and deep breast bone. Shoulders wide. Wings carried close to the body. Skin 
clear and of fi ne texture. Tail moderate size, carried at an angle of 45°.
Head: Of medium size and fi ne quality. Beak short and curved. Eyes prominent, full 
and bright. Comb single, of medium size, evenly serrated and erect, and fi tting close to 
the head. Face smooth and of good texture. Ear-lobes and wattles of medium size and 
fi ne texture.
Neck: Gracefully curved with fairly full hackle.
Legs and feet: Thighs short and stout. Shanks short and strong, and rather wide apart, 
free from feather, with close-fi tting scales. Toes, four, straight and well spread.
Plumage: Close and free from any unnecessary fl uff.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the usual sexual 
differences.

Colour

The brown
Male plumage: Head and neck hackles rich dark mahogany striped with black. Saddle 
hackle same as neck hackle. Back and wing bow rich dark mahogany. Wing coverts 
forming the bar blue-black; secondaries and fl ights black, edged with brown. Breast, tail 
and thighs black.
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Brown Sussex female, large



Female plumage: Head and neck hackles brown striped with black. Back and wings 
dark brown, fi nely peppered with black. Breast and underbody clear pale wheaten-
brown. Flights black, edged with brown. Tail black.

The buff
Male and female plumage: Body rich even golden-buff. Head and neck hackles buff, 
sharply striped with green-black. Wings buff, with black in the fl ights. Tail and coverts 
green-black. Dark in undercolour, not penalised at present, but buff is desirable.

The coronation
Best described as a light Sussex with blue in place of black markings. It was bred in 
1936 and presented to the King on his coronation, the colour emulating the Union fl ag: 
red, white and blue.
Male and female plumage: Head and hackles white, striped with even blue, blue centres 
of each feather to be entirely surrounded by a white margin. Wings white with blue in 
fl ights. Tail and coverts blue. Remainder pure white throughout.

The light
Male and female plumage: Head and neck hackles white, striped with black, the black 
centre of each feather to be entirely surrounded by a white margin. Wings white, with 
black in fl ights. Tail and coverts black. Remainder pure white throughout.

The red
Male and female plumage: Head and neck hackles rich dark red, striped with black. 
Body and wing bow rich dark red, one uniform shade throughout free from pepperiness. 
Wings rich dark red with black in the fl ights. Tail black; coverts rich dark red. Underco-
lour slate.

The speckled
Male plumage: Head and neck hackles rich dark mahogany, striped with black and 
tipped with white. Wing bow speckled; primaries white, brown and black. Saddle hackle 
similar to neck hackle. Tail, main feathers black and white, sickles black with white 
tips. Remainder rich dark mahogany, each feather tipped with a small white spot, a 
narrow glossy black bar dividing the white from the remainder of the feather. Underco-
lour slate and red with a minimum of white.
Female plumage: Head, neck and body ground colour rich dark mahogany, each 
feather tipped with a small white spot, a narrow glossy black bar dividing the white 
from the remainder of feathers, the mahogany part of feather free from pepperiness, 
neither of the colours to run into each other, and to show the three colours distinctly; 
undercolour as for male. Tail black and brown with white tip. Flights black, brown and 
white.

The silver
Male plumage: Head, neck and saddle hackles white striped with black, the black centre 
of each feather to be entirely surrounded by a white margin. Wing bow and back silvery-
white; coverts forming bar black; fl ights and secondaries black tinged with grey. Breast 
black with white shafts, and silver lacing round feathers. Thighs dark grey showing faint 
lacing. Tail black. Undercolour grey-black shading to white at skin.
Female plumage: Head and neck hackles as in the male. Back and wing bow greyish, 
each feather showing white shaft with fi ne silver lacing surrounding it; fl ights and sec-
ondaries greyish-black. Tail black. Breast and thighs lighter shade of greyish-black with 
white shafts and silver lacing to correspond with the top colour. Undercolour as in the 
male.
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The white
Male and female plumage: Pure white throughout and to the skin.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak white or horn generally, dark or horn with the brown and dark shading to white 
with the silver. Eyes: brown – brown or red; buff, red and speckled – red; light, silver 
and white – orange. Face, comb, ear-lobes and wattles red. Shanks and feet white. Flesh 
and skin white.

Weights

Male 4.10 kg (9 lb) min.
Female 3.20 kg (7 lb) min.

Scale of points

Type, size and weight 40
Plumage and markings  35
Head 15
Legs and feet 10
 100

Serious defects (for which birds should be passed)

Other than four toes. Wry tail or any other deformity. Feather on shanks and toes. 
Rosecomb.

BANTAM
Sussex bantams conform to the large fowl standard.

Weights

Male 1530 g (54 oz) max.
Female 1133 g (40 oz) max.

Scale of points

Type, size and weight  35
Hackle, tail and wing 20
Body colour 15
Head and eye 15
Feet and legs  15
 100

TAIWAN
Origin: Taiwan
Classifi cation: Asian Hardfeather. Large Fowl.
Egg colour: White or tinted

The Taiwan is a very large bird of Malayoid type. The breed is sometimes called Taiwan 
Shamo, but as this is not a Japanese breed that name is incorrect. The breed’s origins 
are in the island of Taiwan (formerly Formosa).
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It is of a similar type to the Shamo, but generally bigger and heavier with longer 
legs.

There is a tendency in Europe to call any unidentifi able big Asian Game breed 
‘Taiwan’, and these birds are often clumsy and of poor carriage. Birds of similar type 
have been called ‘Saipan’ in USA, also ‘Chinese Shamo’.

The true breed is an impressive, strong, agile, upright bird.

General characteristics: male

Type and carriage: General appearance large, powerful, alert and agile, balanced and 
full of aggressive spirit.
Body: Large, fi rm and well muscled.
Breast: Broad and full with deep keel.
Back: Long, broadest at shoulders, sloping down towards tail and gradually tapering 
from upper side of thigh. Backbone straight.
Wings: Short, big, strong and bony, carried close to the body, not showing on the 
back.
Tail: Carried horizontally or below, length to give balance to the bird.
Head: Strong, deep and broad with wattles and ear-lobes small or absent. Beak power-
ful, broad and curved downwards, but not hooked. Eyes deep-set under overhanging 
brows. Comb triple or walnut, set low on a broad base.
Neck: Long, strong-boned and slightly curved.
Legs and feet: Legs long, thick and strong with slight bend at hock. Thighs long, round 
and muscular, shanks shorter than thighs. Toes four, long and well spread. Hind toe 
straight and fi rm on the ground.
Plumage: Feathers short, narrow and hard, often showing red skin at throat, keel and 
point of wing.
Handling: Extremely fi rm fl eshed, muscular and well balanced. Strong contraction of 
wings to body.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for natural sexual 
differences.

Colour

Black/red (wheaten) is the most common colour, but no colour or combination of 
colours is disqualifi ed.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak yellow or horn. Legs and feet yellow, or yellow with blackish over-colour in dark 
coloured birds. Comb, face, throat, ear-lobes and any exposed skin brilliant red. Eyes 
pearl to gold. Darker eyes acceptable in young birds.

Weights

Male 5–7 kg approx. (11–15 lb plus)
Female 4–5.5 kg approx. (9–12 lb plus)

Scale of points

Type and carriage  40
Head 20
Feather/condition 20
Legs and feet  20
 100
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Serious defects

Lack of attitude. Lack of size. Overlarge comb. ‘Duck’ feet.

THAI GAME
Origin: Thailand
Classifi cation: Asian Hardfeather. Large Fowl.
Egg colour: White or tinted

Thai Game is a large game breed of Malayoid type, kept and fought in its country of 
origin – Thailand. The standard is intended to preserve this original type. Their general 
appearance is very Shamo-like, the major differences being lighter build, a less exaggerat-
edly upright stance, less prominent shoulders and a characteristically full tail carried 
slightly above horizontal.

General characteristics: male

Type and carriage: General appearance agile, alert and full of aggressive spirit.
Body: Firm and well muscled.
Breast: Broad and full with deep keel.
Back: Long, broadest at shoulders, sloping down towards tail and gradually tapering 
from upper side of thigh. Backbone straight.
Wings: Short, strong and bony, carried close to the body, not showing on the back.
Tail: Characteristically full with strong sickles, rising above the horizontal to form a 
graceful curve. Length to give balance to the bird.
Head: Strong, deep and broad with wattles and ear-lobes small or absent. Beak power-
ful, broad and curved downwards, but not hooked. Eyes deep-set under overhanging 
brows. Comb triple or walnut, set low on a broad base.
Neck: Long, strong-boned and slightly curved.
Legs and feet: Legs medium to long, thick and strong with slight bend at hock. Thighs 
long, round and muscular. Shanks strong and round. Toes four, long and well spread. 
Hind toe straight and fi rm on the ground.
Plumage: Feathers short, narrow and hard, often showing red skin at throat, keel and 
point of wing.
Handling: Extremely fi rm fl eshed, muscular and well balanced. Strong contraction of 
wings to body.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for natural sexual 
differences.

Colour

No colour or combination of colours is disqualifi ed.

In both sexes and all colours:
Beak yellow or horn. Legs and feet – pale preferred, but any colour acceptable. Comb, 
face, throat, ear-lobes and any exposed skin – brilliant red. Eyes pearl to gold. Darker 
eyes acceptable in young birds.
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Weights

Male 3.5 kg approx. (7 lb 12 oz)
Female 2.5 kg approx. (5 lb 8 oz)

Scale of points

Type and carriage  40
Head 20
Feather/condition 20
Legs and feet 20
 100

Serious defects

Lack of attitude. Overlarge comb. ‘Duck’ feet.

THÜRINGIAN
Origin: Germany
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: White

The fi rst recorded mention of these fowls in the Thüringen state of Germany was in 
1793. They were known as Thüringer Pausbäckchen until they were standardised under 
their present German name of Thüringer Barthuhn on 8 March 1907. For most of their 
history there were just two colour varieties, gold and silver spangled. Several more colour 
varieties have been recognised in Germany since then, of which only the chamois span-
gled and the black have been seen in the UK. Ernst Florschutz was a leading breeder of 
the fi rst Thüringian Bearded bantams, circa 1890–1914, but current strains are probably 
post-1945 remakes. They have been seen at British poultry shows since about 2000.

General characteristics: male

Type: Body full and strong. Breast broad and full. Abdomen well developed, full and 
broad. Back moderately long and broad, tapering towards tail with a full saddle, carried 
nearly horizontally, sloping slightly down to the tail. Wings long and broad, carried well 
up. Tail full and well spread, with rather long, well curved sickles. Tail is carried about 
45° above the horizontal. Carriage is lively and active.
Head: Medium size, well rounded and broad. Beak short and broad, well curved. Eyes 
large. Comb single, upright, no more than medium sized, fi nely and evenly serrated with 
fi ve or six points, well rounded behind, curved down but clear of head. Ear-lobes small, 
completely covered by full beard. Wattles absent or very small, not visible because of 
beard. Beard long feathered, full and undivided right up around the face and cheeks. 
This is an important point, as Thüringian Beardeds do not have the tri-lobed formation 
seen on some other bearded breeds.
Neck: Medium length, somewhat curved and plentifully feathered, especially to the 
rear.
Legs and feet: Thighs short, strong and full, but not fl uffy. Shanks medium length, 
smooth and free of feather. Four toes, well spaced.

Female

The general characteristics are as for the male, allowing for natural sexual 
differences, except that the neck hackle is particularly full at the rear, forming the 
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Gold spangled Thüringian male

Silver spangled Thüringian female
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characteristic ruffl e. This becomes more pronounced in older hens. The comb is small 
and upright.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Glossy greenish-black throughout. Undercolour dark grey.

The silver spangled
Male plumage: Ground colour silver-white with black underfl uff. Head, neck and 
saddle silver-white tipped with black. Shoulders silver-white. Wing bows silver-white 
with black spangles. Flights silver-white with black spangled tips. Breast silver-white 
with black spangles. Beard, abdomen and tail green-black.
Female plumage: Ground colour, underfl uff and wing markings as on male. Head, 
beard and abdomen black. Neck, breast, back and tail all silver-white with black 
spangles.

The gold spangled
Male and female plumage: As for silver spangled, except that the ground colour is 
gold-brown to gold-red.

The chamois spangled
Male and female plumage: As for silver spangled, except that the ground colour is 
yellow-buff and all the black spangles and other black parts on silver spangleds are 
creamy-white on chamois spangled.

In both sexes and all colours
Eyes, red to reddish-brown. Beak, dark or light horn. Ear-lobes, white (although covered 
by beard). Comb and face, red. Legs and feet, slate-blue, almost black on blacks.

Other colours standardised in Germany: black-red/partridge, blue, buff, cuckoo, red, 
white. All have slate-blue legs and feet except cuckoos, which are white.

Weights

Large male 2–2.5 kg (41–2 –51–2  lb)
Large female 1.5–2 kg (31–2 –41–2  lb)
Bantam male 700 g (25 oz)
Bantam female 600 g (21 oz)

Scale of points

Type 25
Colour and markings  20
Head 10
Beard 15
Legs and feet 10
Size 10
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Uneven, folded or twisted comb, or side sprigs. Narrow, divided or underdeveloped 
beard. Visible wattles. Squirrel or low tail carriage. Lack of furnishings in male or lack 
of fullness in neck feather of female. Incorrect colour of legs and feet.
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TRANSYLVANIAN NAKED NECK
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Europe
Classifi cation: Heavy: Rare
Egg colour: Tinted

Transylvania has been part of Romania since 1918, but was once part of the Ottoman 
Turkish Empire, and then part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Naked Neck chickens 
have been recorded in many parts of Europe and the Middle East, so it is diffi cult to be 
sure about their origin. Exhibition Naked Necks, bred to a standard with completely 
bare necks, have always been most popular in Austria and Germany: there were 110 
Naked Necks at the 1907 Leipzig Show. Karl Huth exhibited the fi rst recorded Naked 
Neck bantams at the 1898 German National Show. They have never been more than a 
rare novelty in the UK.

They are active foragers and productive birds, and their bare necks and reduced 
plumage are not a problem, especially in warm climates. Indeed, the speed with which 
cockerels can be hand plucked and ready for cooking has no doubt ensured their popu-
larity among smallholders. There are now several naked-necked broiler hybrids, a good 
example of how even the most unexpected old breed can be useful in today’s poultry 
industry.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Alert, upright and bold.
Type: Body large, deep and compact, well balanced and symmetrical. Back broad and 
of medium length, saddle hackle long and abundant. Breast broad and well rounded. 
Wings of medium size, carried well up. Tail medium size carried at an angle of 45°, 
sickles large and well curved.
Head: Medium size. Beak short, stout and slightly curved. Eyes large, bright and promi-
nent. Comb single, medium in size, straight and erect, with well formed spikes. Face 
smooth. Ear-lobes and wattles of medium size, fi ne in texture and smooth: the head to 
carry an oval cap of feathers surrounding the base of the comb, even in shape, with a 
small tassel at the back.
Neck: Of medium length, slightly curved, completely without feathering, stubs or fl uff: 
the skin of the neck to be smooth and fi ne in texture, free from wrinkles or roughness. 
(A small tassel of feathers at the bottom of the neck above the breast feathers is permit-
ted, but not desirable.)
Legs and feet: Legs of medium length, strong and stout. Shanks round and free of feath-
ers. Toes, four, strong, straight and well spread.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

The black
Male and female plumage: Dense black with a rich green sheen.
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Black Transylvanian Naked Neck male, bantam

Cuckoo Transylvanian Naked Neck female, large
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The white
Male and female plumage: Snow-white throughout.

The cuckoo
Male and female plumage: Colour as in Cochin.

The buff
Male and female plumage: Colour as in buff Rocks.

The red
Male and female plumage: Colour as in Rhode Island Reds.

The blue
Male and female plumage: Colour as in blue Minorca.

In both sexes and all colours
Eyes orange. Face, comb, ear-lobes, wattles and neck bright red. Buff, cuckoo, red and 
white varieties have a white or light horn beak and white legs and feet. Blacks and blues 
have a dark horn or black beak and the legs and feet are black or slate-blue.

Weights

Male 3.20–3.60 kg (7–8 lb)
Female 2.50–2.70 kg (51–2 –61–2  lb)

Scale of points

Type and carriage 20
Head and neck 35
Legs and feet 10
Colour and markings  15
Size 10
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Any noticeable feather, fl uff or stubs on the neck. Absence of cap of feathers on the 
head. Feathered legs. Other than four toes. Any deformity.

BANTAM
Bantam Naked Necks are to be replicas of their large fowl counterparts.

Weights

Male 910 g (32 oz)
Female 680 g (24 oz)

TUZO
Origin: USA and Europe from Oriental bloodlines
Classifi cation: Asian Hardfeather. True Bantam
Egg colour: White or tinted
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The Tuzo is a hard feather true bantam developed in the USA and Europe from Oriental 
bloodlines. (Standardised in Germany in 1983.)

General characteristics: male

Type and carriage: Small and elegant with upright stance.
Body: Extremely fi rm and muscular. Broad at front, becoming narrower towards the 
saddle.
Breast: Broad and well rounded, thrust forward a little.
Back: Short and straight. Held at a steep angle. Saddle feathers short and narrow.
Wings: Short and broad, fi tting close to the body but with prominent shoulders. Showing 
bare red skin at point of wing.
Tail: Well developed. Carried horizontally or a little below and only moderately 
curved.
Head: Broad and rounded with a short, strong, well curved beak. Well developed brows 
and protruding cheeks. Small triple comb. Wattles and lobes (if any) insignifi cant. In 
old birds there is a defi nite dewlap.
Neck: Medium length, well curved, held upright. Neck hackle short, not covering 
shoulders.
Legs and feet: Thighs strong with slight bend at hock. Shanks medium length, strong 
and straight. Toes four, straight.
Plumage: Very narrow, short, hard and brilliant.
Handling: Extremely fi rm fl eshed, muscular and well balanced.

Black Tuzo male
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Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for natural sexual 
differences. Generally of a rather less upright stance.

Colour

Male and female: Plumage black with green sheen. Blue, and white, are also accepted. 
In the white, the colour should be pure white throughout. In the blue, the body colour 
should be a medium slate-blue with or without darker lacing, and with darker slate-blue 
head and neck in females; hackle, saddle, wingbow and tail in males.

Beak dark horn to black. Legs and feet dark olive to black, with light soles. Comb, 
face, ear-lobes and wattles bright red in males, face may be darker in females. Eyes pearl 
to yellow (darker allowed in young birds).

Weights

Male 1–1.5 kg (2 lb 4 oz–3 lb 7 oz)
Female 1 kg approx. (2 lb 4 oz)

Scale of points

Type and carriage  40
Plumage quality 10
Colour 10
Head 20
Legs and feet 10
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Lack of attitude. Any deformity. Comb other than standard. Horizontal carriage. Wattles 
too big. Absence of dewlap on old birds. Long pointed head. Pointed beak. Short legs. 
Cow hocks. Pale legs. Loose feather.

VORWERK
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Germany
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: Cream to tinted

Originated in Hamburg by Oskar Vorwerk in 1900, the breed was fi rst shown at 
Hanover in 1912 and standardised in 1913. The aim was to provide a middle-weight 
economical utility fowl, good natured, lively but not timid. A point worthy of note is 
the compatibility of males amongst themselves. These fowls were found to be particu-
larly suitable for smallholdings and farmyards as they are excellent foragers, small eaters 
and quick maturing.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Very powerful, compact utility shape, carriage low rather than high, not too 
much bone, markings the same in both sexes, lively but not timid.
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Type: Body of considerable size, as broad and deep as possible like a rounded rectangle. 
Back broad, slightly sloping with a full saddle. Breast broad, deep and well rounded. 
Wings closely carried. Tall moderately tight, held at a lowish angle with well rounded 
sickles of moderate length.
Head: Medium sized and moderately broad. Face covered with small feathers. Comb 
single, of medium size at the most, with four to six serrations. Wattles of medium length, 
well rounded. Lobes of barely average size. Eyes alert.
Neck: Of moderate length with full hackle and carried fairly upright, proudly.
Legs and feet: Moderate length with fi ne bone. Toes, four, small close fi tting scales. 
Thighs fl eshy and tightly feathered.
Plumage: Close fi tting, glossy, velvety hackle.
Handling: Firm as befi ts an active forager.

Female

General characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual 
differences. Back to be broad with almost no cushion. The latter part of the small comb 
may bend slightly to one side.

Colour

Male plumage: Head, hackle and tail should be velvety black. Body deep buff, underco-
lour grey. Wing secondaries buff; primaries dark grey to black. Saddle buff with light 
striping. Legs slate.
Female plumage: Hackle black with slight buff lacing permitted at the back of the head. 
Body and secondary wing fl ights buff; primaries greyish-black and buff mixed. Visible 
parts of the main tail black with the tail furnishings partly laced with buff. Undercolour 
grey.

In both sexes: Beak greyish-blue to horn. Eyes orange or orange-red. Comb, face and 
wattles red. Lobes white. Legs and feet slate.

Weights

Male 2.50–3.20 kg (51–2 –7 lb)
Female 2.00–2.50 kg (41–2 –51–2  lb)

Scale of points

Type/utility quality  25
Head 10
Colour 25
Legs and feet 10
Size 15
Condition  15
 100

Serious defects

Body too narrow or too light. Carriage too high. Coarse bone. High tail. Lobes too red. 
Pale legs. In males, hackle unduly buff or grey, saddle nearly black. In females, lack of 
black in neck or tail and undue spangling in body feathers.

BANTAM
The same standard as in large fowl applies to bantams.
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Vorwerk female, large

Vorwerk male, large
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Weights

Male 910 g (32 oz)
Female 680 g (24 oz)

WELSUMMER
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Holland
Classifi cation: Light: Soft feather
Egg colour: Deep red-brown

Named after the village of Welsum, this Dutch breed has in its make-up such breeds as 
the partridge Cochin, partridge Wyandotte and partridge Leghorn, and still later the 
Barnevelder and the Rhode Island Red. In 1928, stock was imported into this country 
from Holland, in particular for its large brown egg, which remains its special feature, 
some products being mottled with brown spots. It has distinctive markings and colour, 
and comes into the light-breed category, although it has good body-size. It enters the 
medium class in the country of its origin. Judges and breeders work to a standard that 
values indications of productiveness, so that laying merits can be combined with 
beauty.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Upright, alert and active.
Type: Body well built on good constitutional lines. Back broad and long. Breast full, 
well rounded and broad. Wings moderately long, carried closely to the sides. Tail fairly 
large and full, carried high, but not squirrel. Abdomen long, deep and wide.
Head: Symmetrical, well balanced, of fi ne quality without coarseness, excesses or exag-
geration. Skull refi ned, especially at back. Beak strong, short and deep. Eyes keen in 
expression, bold, full, highly placed in skull and standing out prominently when viewed 
from front or back; pupils large and free from defective shape. Comb single, of medium 
size, fi rm, upright, free from any twists or excess around nostrils, clear of nostrils, and 
of fi ne, silky texture, fi ve to seven broad and even serrations, the back following closely 
but not touching the line of the skull and neck. Face smooth, open and of silky texture, 
free from wrinkles or surfeit of fl esh and without overhanging eyebrows. Ear-lobes small 
and almond-shaped. Wattles of medium size, fi ne and silky texture and close together.
Neck: Fairly long, slender at top but fi nishing with abundant hackle.
Legs and feet: Thighs to show clear of body without loss of breast. Shanks of medium 
length, medium bone and well set apart, free from feathers and with soft, pliable sinews, 
free from coarseness. Toes, four, long, straight and well spread out, back toe to follow 
in straight line, free from feathers between toes.
Plumage: Tight, silky and waxy, free from excess or coarseness, silky at abdomen and 
free from bagginess at thighs.
Handling: Compact, fi rm and neat bone throughout.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.
Handling: Pelvic bones fi ne and pliable; abdomen pliable; fl esh and skin of fi ne texture 
and free from coarseness; plumage sleek; abdomen capacious, but well supported by 
long breastbone and not drooping; general handling of a fi t, keen and active layer.
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Welsummer female, large

Welsummer male, large
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Colour

Male plumage: Head and neck rich golden-brown. Hackles rich golden-brown as 
uniform as possible, free from black striping, yet underparts (out of sight) may show a 
little striping at present. Back, shoulder coverts and wing bow bright red-brown. Wing 
coverts black with green sheen forming a broad bar across (a little brown peppering at 
present permissible); primaries (out of sight when wing is closed), inner web black, outer 
web brown; secondaries, outer web brown, inner web black with brown peppering. Tail 
(main) black with a beetle-green sheen; coverts, upper black, lower black edged with 
brown. Breast black with red mottling. Abdominal and thigh fl uff black and red 
mottled.
Female plumage: Head golden-brown. Hackle golden-brown or copper, the lower 
feathers with black striping and golden shaft. Breast rich chestnut-red going well down 
to the lower parts. Back and wing bow reddish-brown, each feather stippled or peppered 
with black specks (i.e. partridge marking), shaft of feather showing lighter and very 
distinct. Wing bar chestnut-brown; primaries, inner web black, outer brown; secondar-
ies, outer web brown, coarsely stippled with black; inner web black, slightly peppered 
with brown. Abdomen and thighs brown with grey shading. Tail black, outer feathers 
pencilled with brown.

The silver duckwing
Male plumage: Head, neck and hackles white. Breast black with white mottling. Back 
shoulder coverts and wing bow white. Wing primaries fl ight feathers (out of sight as 
wings closed), inner web black, outer web white; secondaries, outer web white, inner 
web black, with white peppering, coverts black with green sheen forming a broad bar 
across primaries. Tail, main black with beetle-green sheen; coverts, upper black, lower 
black, edged with white. Abdominal and thigh fl uff black with white mottling.
Female plumage: Head and skull silvery-white. Hackle silvery-white and lower feathers 
with black striping and white shaft. Breast salmon-red or robin-red. Back and wing bow 
silvery-grey, each feather stippled or peppered with black specks (i.e. partridge marking), 
shaft of feather showing light and very distinct. Wing bar silvery-grey; primaries, inner 
web black, outer web white; secondaries, outer web white, coarsely stippled with black, 
inner web black slightly peppered with white. Abdomen and thighs silvery-grey. Tail 
black, outer feathers pencilled with white.

In both sexes and colours
Beak yellow or horn. Eyes red. Comb, face, ear-lobes and wattles bright red. Legs and 
feet yellow. Undercolour dark slate-grey.

Weights

Cock 3.20 kg (7 lb); cockerel 2.70 kg (6 lb)
Hen 2.70 kg (6 lb); pullet 2.00–2.25 kg (41–2 –5 lb)

These weights should be taken as minimum standards.

Scale of points

General type 20
Handling, size, and indications of productiveness  30
Head 10
Legs and feet 10
Colour 20
Condition  10
 100
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Serious defects

Comb other than single or with side sprigs. White in lobe. Excessive white in plumage. 
Feather on legs, hocks or between toes. Other than four toes. Striping in neck hackle or 
saddle of male. Absolutely black or whole red breast in the male. Salmon breast in the 
female. Legs other than yellow. Badly crooked or duck toes. Any body deformity. 
Coarseness, beefi ness and anything which interferes with the productiveness and general 
utility of the breed.

BANTAM
Welsummer bantams are to be miniatures of the large fowl and so the standard for large 
applies.

Weights

Male 1020 g (36 oz)
Female 790 g (28 oz)

At present, more realistic maximum weights are male 1360 g (48 oz) and female 1133 g 
(40 oz). All things being equal, the smaller bird is the preferred.

The Welsummer egg standard
The brown egg preceded the Welsummer breed. Various farmers’ fowl around the village 
of Welsum laid large dark brown eggs. It was from these mongrel fl ocks that the Wel-
summer was developed and standardised. The Club’s aim is to perpetuate the laying 
qualities and brown egg capabilities of the breed. Relative to their size, Welsummers lay 
large eggs. It is not uncommon for large fowl to lay eggs exceeding 85 g (3 oz) and for 
bantams to lay eggs over 55 g (2 oz) in weight.
Colour: A rich deep red-brown, as dark as possible. The pigment to be evenly distrib-
uted over the whole surface. Some products are speckled, mottled and occasionally 
blotched.
Shape: Egg-shaped: the top, containing the air space, domed, the bottom less so and 
more pointed, with ample girth.
Size: Exhibition eggs should be of good size. Ideally, large fowl eggs should not be less 
than 70 g (21–2  oz) and bantam eggs should not be more than 50 g (13–4  oz) in weight.
Shell texture: Matt, smooth and free from ridges, pimples or porosity. Glossy eggs can 
be produced but the matt egg is the preferred.
Appearance and bloom: Exhibition eggs should be fresh, clean, with new laid bloom 
and with minimal nest marks and scratches.

Scale of points

Colour 25
Shape 25
Size 20
Shell texture 20
Appearance and bloom  10
 100

Serious defects

Pale colour. Poor shape: spherical, narrow or equally domed at both ends. Small size. 
Uneven shell texture: ridges, calcareous pimples or roughness at either end. Very glossy 
or thin and porous shell. Excessive nest marks or scratches. Dirty or stained. Anything 
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interfering with hatchability. Staleness. When more than one egg forms a single exhibit 
they should match and be similar in all respects: failure to do so constitutes a serious 
defect.

WYANDOTTE
LARGE FOWL
Origin: America
Classifi cation: Heavy: Soft feather
Egg colour: Tinted

The fi rst variety of the Wyandotte family was the silver laced, originated in America, 
where it was standardised in 1883. The variety was introduced into England at the time, 
and our breeders immediately perfected the lacings and open ground colouring. Partridge 
Cochin and gold spangled Hamburgh males were crossed with the silver females, to 
produce the gold laced variety. The white Wyandotte came as a sport from the silver 
laced; the buff followed by crossing buff Cochin with the silver laced. In 1896, the par-
tridge variety was introduced from America, the result of blending partridge Cochin and 
Indian Game blood with that of the gold laced, the variety being perfected for markings 
in England. It was once called the gold pencilled, and the silver pencilled soon followed 
from partridge Wyandotte and dark Brahma crossings. Columbians were the result of 
crossing the white Wyandotte with the barred Rock, and it was the crossing of the gold 
laced and the white varieties which produced the buff laced and the blue laced, fi rst seen 
here in 1897. Blacks, blues and barred have been made in different ways in this country. 
The latest variety to be introduced is the red, created in Lancashire, from the gold laced 
variety, with selective matings with white Wyandotte, Barnevelder and Rhode Island 
Red. It is clear that while the family of the Wyandotte is large, every variety is a made 
one from various blendings of breeds.

General characteristics: male

Carriage: Graceful, well balanced, alert and active, but docile.
Type: Body short and deep with well rounded sides. Back broad and short with full and 
broad saddle rising with a concave sweep to the tail. Breast full, broad and round with 
a straight keel bone. Wings of medium size, nicely folded to the side. Tail medium size 
but full and spread at the base, the main feathers carried rather upright, the sickles of 
medium length.
Head: Short and broad. Beak stout and well curved. Eyes intelligent and prominent. 
Comb rose, fi rmly and evenly set on head, medium in height and width, low, and square 
at front, gradually tapering towards the back and terminating in a well defi ned spike 
(or leader) which should follow the curve of the neck without any upward tendency. 
The top should be oval and covered with small and rounded points; the side outline 
being convex to conform to the shape of the skull. Face smooth and fi ne in texture. 
Ear-lobes oblong, wattles medium length, fi ne in texture.
Neck: Of medium length and well arched with full hackle.
Legs and feet: Thighs of medium length, well covered with soft feathers; the fl uff fairly 
close and silky. Shanks medium in length, strong, well rounded, good quality, and free 
of feather or fl uff. Toes, four, straight and well spread.
Plumage: Fairly close and silky, not too abundant or fl uffy.
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Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences.

Colour

The barred
Male and female plumage: Equal width of black (with beetle-green sheen) and white 
bars, clear cut and horizontal, carried to the skin and fi nished with a black tip. It is 
important that there is a sharpness in the barring and that there should be an overall 
fl ow making a distinct pattern over the body. Undercolour barred to the skin with 
as many bars as possible. Any black or white feathers in wings or body is a 
disqualifi cation.
Colour defects: Irregular and broken barring, V-shaped barring with the exception of 
the neck and saddle hackles of the male due to the natural shape of the barbs. Brassiness 
in any part of the plumage.

The black
Male plumage: Black with beetle-green sheen, undercolour as dark (black) as possible 
but some white/grey undercolour is permissable as long as it does not show through.
Female plumage: Black with beetle-green sheen, undercolour as dark (black) as 
possible.

The blue
Male and female plumage: One even shade of blue, light to dark, but medium preferred; 
a clear solid blue, free from mealiness, ‘pepper’, sandiness, or bronze, and quite clear 
of lacing; a ‘self colour’ in fact.

The buff
Male and female plumage: Clear, sound buff throughout to skin, allowing greater lustre 
on the hackles and wing bow of the male. With these exceptions the colour should be 
perfectly uniform, but washiness or a red tinge, mealiness or ‘pepper’ to be avoided.

The columbian
Male and female plumage: Pearl-white with black markings. Primaries (wing) black 
or black edged with white; secondaries black inner web and white outer. The male’s 
neck hackle broadly striped with intense black down the centre of each feather, 
such stripe entirely surrounded by a clearly defi ned white margin and fi nishing with 
a decided white point (free from black outer edging or black tips). Saddle hackle 
white. Tail glossy green-black, coverts either laced or not with white. The female’s hackle 
bright intense black, each feather entirely surrounded by a well defi ned white margin. 
Tail feathers black, except the top pair which may or may not be laced with white. 
Remainder (in both sexes) white, entirely free of ticking, with slate or blue-white 
undercolour.

The partridge
Male plumage: Head dark orange. Hackles bright orange-yellow, shading to bright 
lemon-yellow, free from washiness, each feather having a clearly defi ned glossy black 
stripe down the middle, not running out at the tip, and free from light shaft. Back and 
shoulders bright red of a scarlet shade, free from maroon or purple tint. Wing bar solid, 
glossy black; primaries solid black, free from white; secondaries, rich bay outer web and 
black inner and end of feather, the rich bay alone showing when the wing is closed. 
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White Wyandotte female, bantam

Partridge Wyandotte female, bantam
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Blue laced Wyandotte female, large

Black Wyandotte male, bantam



Silver laced Wyandotte female, large

Silver pencilled Wyandotte female, bantam
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Undercolour black or dark grey, free from white. Breast and fl uff metallic-black, free 
from red or grey ticking. Tail (including sickles and tail coverts) metallic-black, free from 
white at roots.
Female plumage: Head and hackle rich golden-yellow, the larger feathers fi nely and 
clearly pencilled. Breast, back, cushion and wings soft light partridge brown, quite even 
and free from red or yellow tinge, each feather plentifully and distinctly pencilled with 
black, the pencilling to follow the form of the feather, and to be even and uniform 
throughout. Fine, sharply defi ned pencilling with three or more distinct lines of black is 
preferred to coarse, broad marking, especially in females, in which the pencilling is 
generally better defi ned than in pullets. Pencilling that runs into the brown, peppery 
markings, and uneven, broken or barred pencilling, constitute defects. Light shafts to 
feathers on the breast must be penalised. Fluff brown (same shade as body), as clearly 
pencilled as possible. Primaries (wing) black; secondaries brown (same shade as body), 
pencilled with black on outer web, black on inner web, showing pencilling when the 
wing is closed. Tail black, with or without brown markings, with clearly pencilled feath-
ers up to the point of the tail.

The blue partridge
Male and female plumage: Similar to that of the partridge, with the exception that the 
black of the partridge is replaced by grey-blue. The grey-blue colour should be bright 
and as even as possible in all areas. It is permissible for the blue partridge to be a little 
lighter in ground colour in the female and a little lighter in the red, orange and lemon 
areas in the male than the partridge.

The silver pencilled
Male and female plumage: Except that the ground is silver-white in the male and steel-
grey in the female, instead of red, brown, etc. (of various shades), the silver pencilled is 
similar to the partridge.

The red
Male and female plumage: Surface rich, bright, glossy red. Neck hackle of medium 
shade to match body colour, with a black stripe down the centre of each feather at the 
lower part. Tail and coverts green-black. Wing primaries, inner half black, outer half 
red; secondaries inner half dark slate or black, outer half to match body. Undercolour 
dark or slate, clearly defi ned.

The white
Male and female plumage: Pure white, free from yellow or straw tinge.

In both sexes and all colours
Beak, legs and feet yellow or horn, which may dilute to straw in adults or laying pullets. 
Yellow preferred. Eyes bright bay, orange or red. Bright bay preferred.

The silver laced
Male plumage: Head silvery-white. Neck silvery-white with clear black stripe through 
the centre of each feather (white shaft is permissible), free from ticks. Saddle: hackles 
to match neck. Back silvery-white, free from yellow or straw colour. Shoulder tip white 
laced with black. Wing bow silvery-white; wing coverts evenly laced, forming at least 
two well defi ned bars; secondaries black on inner and wide white strip on outer web, 
the edge laced with black; primaries or fl ights black on inner web and broadly laced 
white on outer edge. Breast and underparts: the web white with well defi ned jet-black 
lacing, free from double or white outer lacing, lacing regular from throat to back of 
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thighs, showing green lustre. A shaft may be found in the laced feathers and is permis-
sible but undesirable. Undercolour dark slate. Tail: true tail feathers, sickles and coverts 
black with green lustre. Thighs and fl uff black-slate with clear lacing round the hocks 
and outer side of thighs.
Female plumage: Head silvery-white. Neck silvery-white with clear black stripe 
through the centre of each feather (white shaft is permissible), free from ticks. Breast 
and back: undercolour dark slate, web white with regular, well defi ned jet black lacing, 
free from double or outer lacing and showing green lustre. A shaft may be found in 
the laced feathers and is permissible but undesirable. Wings same as back on the broad 
portion; secondaries and primaries as in the cock. Tail black showing green lustre, 
the coverts black with a white centre to each feather. Thighs and fl uff black or dark 
slate.

The other varieties are identical to the silver laced except for differences in ground 
colours and markings (i.e. lacings and stripings), and are as follows:

The gold laced
Ground colour rich golden bay; markings black.

The blue laced
Ground colour red-brown; markings clear blue, yellow in male neck hackle is not 
acceptable.

The buff laced

Ground colour rich buff; markings white.

Note: In all colours and sexes, regularity of lacing to count above any breadth of lacing. 
Brightness and uniformity of ground colour to be considered of more value than any 
particular shade.

Scale of points for all laced colours

Lacing (including striping)  35
Colour 25
Head 10
Type 20
Condition  10
 100

Birds to be passed over for serious defects as in all colours, and points to be deducted 
for lack of presentation.

Weights

Cock not less than 4.08 kg (9 lb); cockerel not less than 3.62 kg (8 lb)
Hen not less than 3.17 kg (7 lb); pullet not less than 2.72 kg (6 lb)

Scale of points

The black
Colour (surface 25, undercolour 10)  35
Type 25
Head 10
Size and condition 15
Legs  15
 100
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The blue
Type 25
Colour 25
Head 15
Legs 15
Size 10
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects: These include black legs devoid of yellow.

The buff
Type (back 8, body 10, wings 8, tail 9)  35
Colour 35
Head 10
Legs 5
Condition  15
 100

The columbian
Type 35
Body colour  15
Hackle/tail 20
Head 10
Legs 5
Condition  15
 100

Serious defects (which should be heavily penalised): These include badly crooked breast-
bone, coarseness. Inactivity. Excess of feather. Overhanging eyebrows. Crooked toes. 
Brown undercolour. Green eyes.

The partridge, blue partridge and silver pencilled male
Type 22
Head, beak, neck (comb 7, eyes 5, lobes and wattles 4) 16
Legs and feet 6
Colour and markings (colour of hackles 8, striping of hackles 8, top colour 8, 
 breast 7, fl ights 5, tail 4, undercolour 4, fl uff 4) 48
Size and condition  8
 100

The partridge, blue partridge and silver pencilled female
Type 22
Head, beak, neck (comb 6, eyes 5, lobes 4) 15
Legs and feet 10
Colour and markings (ground colour 15, formation – breadth and form of 
 black or blue marks – of pencilling 11, clearness of pencilling 10, fl uff 5, 
 hackle 4) 45
Size and condition  8
 100
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Serious defects: These include slipped wings, wall eyes or eyes that do not match.

The red
Type 35
Colour 35
Head 10
Legs 5
Condition  15
 100

The barred
Type 30
Colour/markings  30
Head 10
Legs 10
Condition  20
 100

Serious defects: These include shanks other than yellow (allowance made for adult birds 
and heavy laying females). Coarseness, superfi ne bone. Any points against egg produc-
tion, reproduction, or stamina values. Absence of any dark undercolour, and any defor-
mity for which a bird may be passed.

The white
Type 25
Colour 25
Head 15
Legs and feet  10
Size 15
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects (for which a bird may be passed): These include feathers other than white 
in colour. Coarseness and ‘Orpington’ type.

Serious defects in all colours

Any feathers on shanks or toes. Permanent white or yellow in ear-lobe covering more 
than one third of its surface. Comb other than rose, or falling over one side, or so large 
as to obstruct the sight. Shanks other than yellow, except in mature birds, which may 
shade to light straw. Any deformity.

BANTAM
Wyandotte bantams are miniatures of the large fowl and the standards in every respect 
are the same, with the exception of weights and some scales of points. White laced buffs, 
violet laced, blue laced, buff and cuckoo are also seen in bantams.

Colour

In both sexes: Beak bright yellow, except in marked and laced varieties, in which it may 
be horn, shaded with yellow. (Note: yellow beaks are unobtainable in black males with 
dark undercolour, and beak colour in these should be black, shaded with yellow.) Eyes 
bright bay in all colours. Comb, face, wattles and ear-lobes bright red. Legs and feet 
bright yellow.

Wyandotte 319



Weights

Male not to exceed 1.70 kg (33–4  lb)
Female not to exceed 1.36 kg (3 lb)

Scale of points

The white
Colour 25
Type 25
Head 5
Comb 10
Lobes 5
Eyes 5
Leg colour  5
Size 10
Condition  10
 100

The black
Colour 20
Undercolour 15
Type 20
Head 5
Comb and lobes  10
Legs colour 10
Size 12
Condition  8
 100

The columbian
Comb 10
Eyes 5
Lobes and wattles 5
Hackle and tail 15
Body colour 15
Legs 5
Type and symmetry  35
Condition  10
 100

Serious defects

Feathers on shanks or toes. Permanent white or yellow in ear-lobes, covering more than 
one third of the surface. Comb other than rose or fl opping or obstructing the sight. 
Shanks other than yellow. Any deformity. Slipped wings (which should be penalised 
strongly). Eyes not matching or other than bright bay. Conspicuous peppering on ground 
colour of laced varieties. Any form of double lacing in laced varieties.

YAKIDO
Origin: Japan
Classifi cation: Asian Hardfeather. True Bantam
Egg colour: White or tinted
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The Yakido is a small Shamo variety that was created around 1850 (the Tokugawa 
period) in the Mie province. The breed is of Shamo type, but comes below the Chu 
Shamo in weight, and is shown as a bantam. It was bred originally as a sparring partner 
for the bigger birds.

General characteristics: male

Type and carriage: General appearance fi erce, proud and alert. Stance very upright.
Body: Muscular and powerful for size of bird.
Breast: Broad and full with deep keel.
Back: Long, broadest at shoulders, sloping down towards tail and gradually tapering 
from upper side of thigh. Backbone straight.
Wings: Long and muscular, carried well down and close to the body, not showing on 
the back but with prominent shoulders.
Tail: Long with narrow sickles, held horizontally or below.
Head: Medium sized and not over-long, wattles and ear-lobes small or absent. Beak 
strong, broad and curved downwards, but not hooked. Eyes deep-set under fi ne but 
overhanging brows. Comb triple and fi rm.
Neck: Medium length, strong-boned and muscular, slightly curved but almost erect.
Legs and feet: Legs strong boned, medium to long, with slight bend at hock. Thighs 
long, round and muscular. Shanks strong and round. Toes four, long and well spread. 
Hind toe straight and fi rm on the ground, spurs straight.
Plumage: Feathers very tight and hard, showing bare red skin at throat, keel and point 
of wing. Neck hackle not extending to shoulders.
Handling: Extremely fi rm fl eshed, muscular and well balanced. Strong contraction of 
wings to body.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for natural sexual 
differences. Stance very upright, but it is acceptable for a female to be slightly less upright 
than the male.

Colour

The only standard colour is black with beetle-green gloss. Some reddish feather in hackle 
and/or saddle is acceptable, but pure black is preferred. Beak yellow, with some black 
pigmentation acceptable. In hens an all black beak is acceptable. Legs and feet yellow. 
It is acceptable to have some black pigmentation and for hens to have black legs with 
yellow sole. Comb, face, throat, ear-lobes and any exposed skin brilliant red. Eyes silver 
is preferred, gold is acceptable.

Weights

Male 2.6 kg (6 lb) or below (stag av. weight 2.1 kg [5 lb])
Female 2.1 kg (5 lb) or below (pullet av. weight 1.65 kg [3 lb 8 oz])

Scale of points

Type and carriage  40
Head 20
Plumage quality 10
Colour 10
Legs and feet 10
Condition  10
 100
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Serious defects

Lack of attitude. Poor carriage. Overlarge comb. Poor leg colour. ‘Duck’ feet.

YAMATO GUNKEI
Origin: Japan
Classifi cation: Asian Hardfeather. Large Fowl
Egg colour: White or tinted

The Yamato is the largest of the small Shamo breeds, and could be considered an inter-
mediate size (with the Chibi Shamo being its bantam equivalent). In Britain it is exhibited 
as large fowl.

It is an ancient ornamental breed, and the aim is to be as thick-set, exaggerated and 
full of character as possible within the weight limits. The main feature is a very heavily 
wrinkled face, which gets more and more grotesque with age.

General characteristics: male

Type and carriage: Upright stance. Solid, powerful appearance. Full of character.
Body: Extremely powerful and muscular.
Breast: Broad, deep, well rounded and muscular.
Back: Medium length and broad. Widest at the shoulders, giving the appearance of a 
wide gap between the wings, and gradually narrowing from above the thighs. Backbone 
straight, sloping down towards the tail. Saddle feathers should be sparse, narrow and 
short.
Wings: Short, muscular and strong with prominent shoulders held away from the body, 
but with primaries tightly folded into the body. Wing tips should stop at the base of the 
saddle hackle and should not be carried over the back. Primary and secondary feathers 
should be broad and in well ordered layers. Birds of the best type are usually found to 
have split wing. In the Yamato this should never be judged a fault.
Tail: Very short, and carried low. Main tail slightly fanned with sickles and tail coverts 
very short and curved forming a ‘prawn’ tail, with feather tips pointing down and 
inwards.
Head: Large, broad and fl attened at the top, wider at the front than the back. Prominent 
eyebrows to suggest ferocity. Beak thick, short, well curved and deep from top to 
bottom. Comb triple or walnut, fi rmly set to the head. Eyes large, penetrating and deep-
set under heavy overhanging eyebrows. Wattles small. Ear-lobes thick and fi rm. Throat 
skin thick and very wrinkled with a dewlap of bare red skin.
Neck: Long, strong, thick and almost erect. The bare skin of the dewlap extends well 
down the front of the neck. Neck hackle feathers are very short and narrow, hardly 
reaching the base of the neck.
Legs and feet: Thighs of medium length, well muscled and rounded. Legs well apart, 
accentuated by the general sparse plumage of body and legs. Shanks straight, thick and 
strong. Toes four, short, straight, powerful and well spread.
Plumage: Very hard and sparse. Bare red skin showing at keel, vent and point of wing. 
The shoulder coverts show clearly on the back giving the characteristic ‘fi ve hills’ – this 
is seen across the back, looking from the head to the tail by: one shoulder/shoulder 
coverts/ back/shoulder coverts/other wing.
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Handling: Extremely fi rm fl eshed and muscular.

Female

The general characteristics are similar to those of the male, allowing for natural sexual 
differences. However, the female is rarely as exaggerated, and the short tail, carried well 
down, is straight and spread horizontally.

Colour

Black-red (the red may be any shade from yellow to dark red, with wheaten or partridge 
females which can be any shade from cream to dark brown with or without dark 
markings), duckwing, black, white, blue, ginger, splash, spangle and cuckoo are all 
recognised.

In both sexes and all colours: Beak yellow or horn, with dark markings acceptable. 
Legs and feet yellow, dusky markings acceptable in dark coloured birds. Comb, face, 
ear-lobes, wattles and any exposed skin red. Eyes silver or gold. Darker eyes acceptable 
in young birds.

Weights

Cock 2 kg (4 lb 4 oz); cockerel 1.5 kg (3 lb 7 oz)
Hen 1.7 kg (4 lb); pullet 1.3 kg (3 lb)

Black-red Yamato Gunkei male
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Scale of Points

Type and carriage 30
Head and neck 20
Condition and plumage quality  20
Legs and feet 10
Eye colour 10
Legs and feet colour 5
Plumage colour  5
 100

Serious defects

Poor carriage. Overlarge comb. ‘Duck’ feet. Long tail.

YOKOHAMA
LARGE FOWL
Origin: Japan and Europe
Classifi cation: Light: Rare
Egg colour: White or tinted

The earliest recorded long-tailed fowls were found in China and sent home by Japanese 
diplomatic representatives. This was sometime between ad 600 and 800 in our calendar. 
Not all accounts agree about dates and details of events so long ago. The original type 
birds were called Shokoku in Japan, and from them were developed several other Japa-
nese long-tailed breeds, which are summarised at the end of this Standard. Several of 
these Japanese long-tailed breeds were exported to Europe, the fi rst recorded by M.
Girard, a French missionary, in 1864. These and later shipments were consigned from 
the port of Yokohama, which became the name by which all long-tailed fowls were 
called by Europeans who were not able, or did not bother, to discover the true breed 
names and details from Japanese experts. A leading German fancier, Hugo du Roi, bred 
and promoted the red lobed and somewhat gamey, red saddled white Yokohama (circa 
1880), but it is not clear if he made them himself by crossing various imports or actually 
imported birds of this colour and type. This variety is unknown in Japan now, but might 
have existed then. In an effort to bring some order to their assortment of imported types, 
German fanciers restricted the name Yokohama to the red saddled whites, and invented 
a new name, Phoenix, for the white lobed, single combed type. British fanciers formed 
a Yokohama Club about 1904 and decided to use that name for all types; which is why 
we now have one very long and complex standard for what really should be several 
breeds. Yokohama bantams were made by various German fanciers by crossing large 
Yokohamas with assorted bantams of appropriate colours.

General characteristics: male

Type: Body fairly long and deep, full round breast, long back tapering to tail, long wings 
carried rather low but close to the body. Tail as long and fl owing as possible, with a 
great abundance of side hangers – the whole tail carried low and forming a graceful 
curve. Saddle hackles extremely abundant, long and narrow and covering the wing tips. 
The saddle hackles are long enough to drag on the ground on good old cocks. Carriage 
is stylish and pheasant-like.
Head: Skull small, slightly long and tapering. Beak strong and curved. Eyes bright. 
Comb single, pea or walnut (single comb not permitted on red saddled variety). Single 
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comb: small and upright. Pea comb: small, neat and straight. Walnut: medium sized. 
Face of fi ne texture. Ear-lobes small, oval, closely fi tting. Wattles are medium sized and 
rounded (small or absent on red saddled variety).
Neck: Long and furnished with fl owing hackle, which should completely encircle the 
neck.
Legs and feet: Legs of medium length (longer legs allowed on red saddled variety), the 
shanks fi ne and free of feather. Four toes, well spread.

Female

The back long, tapering to the tail and furnished with long tail covert feathers. Tail very 
long and carried horizontally with the two top feathers gracefully curved, and the side 
coverts sickle-like. The remaining general characteristics are similar to those of the male, 
allowing for natural sexual differences.

Colour

The black-red
Male plumage: Head bay. Neck and saddle hackles reddish bay with or without black 
centre striping. Breast, thighs and tail: black with a beetle-green lustre. Back reddish-bay. 
Wings: bow deep bay, bar black with blue sheen, primaries black, secondaries outer 
web bay, inner web black.
Female plumage: Head brown. Neck hackle golden-orange with or without black centre 
striping. Breast salmon, a lighter shade below. Thighs grey-brown. Back and shoulders 
brown, each feather with a light shaft. Tail coverts brown. Tail black, the two uppermost 
feathers spotted or grizzled with light brown. Wings: primaries black, secondaries, outer 
web brown, inner web black.

The silver duckwing
Male plumage: Head silver-white. Neck and saddle hackles silver-white with or without 
black centre striping. Breast, thighs and tail black with beetle-green lustre. Back silver-
white. Wings bow silver-white, bar black with blue sheen, primaries black, secondaries 
outer web silver-white, inner web black.
Female plumage: Head light grey. Neck hackle light grey with black centre striping. 
Breast salmon, a lighter shade below. Thighs grey. Back and shoulders grey, each feather 
with a light shaft. Tail coverts grey. Tail black, the two uppermost feathers spotted or 
grizzled with grey. Wings: primaries black, secondaries outer web mottled grey, inner 
web black.

The gold duckwing
Male plumage: Head light yellow or straw. Neck and saddle hackles light yellow or 
straw with or without black centre striping. Breast, thighs and tail black with beetle-
green lustre. Back orange-bay. Wings: bow orange-bay, bar black with blue sheen, pri-
maries black, secondaries outer web light yellow or straw, inner web black.
Female plumage: Similar to silver duckwing female except for slight brownish tinge 
over back and wings, and the breast is a deeper, richer shade of salmon.

The white
Male and female plumage: Snow-white, free from straw tinge.

The black
Male and female plumage: Dense black with a rich green sheen.
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Red-saddled Yokohama male, large

White Yokohama male, bantam
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Duckwing Yokohama female, large

Black-red Yokohama male



Black-tailed buff
Male and female plumage: All plumage except for wings and tail a rich lustrous buff 
with pale slatey-buff undercolour. Wing primaries black, edged with buff; secondaries 
outer web buff, inner web black, heavily fringed with buff. Main tail black; sickles and 
coverts black edged with buff.

The blue-red
Male plumage: Head bay. Neck and saddle hackles orange or golden-red with or 
without blue centre striping. Breast, thighs and tail medium shade of blue. Back and 
shoulders deep or bright red. Wings: bow deep or bright red, bar dark blue, primaries 
blue, secondaries outer web bay, inner web blue.
Female plumage: Head brown. Neck hackle golden-red with blue centre striping. Breast 
and thighs salmon. Back and shoulders brown with fi ne blue peppering. Wings: prima-
ries blue, secondaries outer web mottled brown, inner web blue.

The spangled
Male plumage: Head white. Neck hackle white, the lower feathers near the shoulders 
having black centre striping. Breast and thighs black, each feather tipped with a white 
crescent. Back white. Saddle hackle white near the wings, then with some light black 
centre striping, this striping heavier near the tail. Wing: bow white, bar black with white 
lacing, primaries black, secondaries white with black on inner web. Tail black with dis-
tinct white lacing on lower coverts.
Female plumage: Head white. Neck hackle white with black centre striping. Breast and 
thighs white. Back white, slightly pencilled or laced with black. Tail black.

In both sexes of the above colours
Beak horn (yellow or white allowed with white plumage). Eyes red-brown. Comb, face 
and wattles red. Ear-lobes white or red (only red on walnut combed whites, as these are 
related to the red saddled). Legs and feet yellow, willow, slate-blue or white.

The red saddled
Male and female plumage: White and red. Breast and thighs red in the male and red-
buff in the female, with well defi ned white, kite-shaped spangles at the end of each 
feather. The male’s back and wing bow bright red, the former shading into the saddle. 
Remainder white.

In both sexes: Beak yellow. Eyes red. Comb, face, wattles and lobes red. Legs and feet 
yellow.

The above colours and markings are ideal, but general type, quality and length of tail 
and hackles are more important than colour on Yokohamas.

Weights

Large male 1.8–2.7 kg (4–6 lb)
Large female 1.1–1.8 kg (21–2 –4 lb)
Bantam male 570–680 g (20–24 oz)
Bantam female 450–570 g (16–20 oz)

Breeders and judges should give preference to large large Yokohamas and small 
Yokohama bantams to maintain the difference between them.
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Scale of points

Quality and length of tail and number of feathers  25
Quality and length of neck and saddle hackles 20
Type and carriage 20
Head 10
Size 10
Colour 5
Condition 5
Legs and feet  5
 100

Serious defects

Broken tail feathers. Short saddle hackles. Too high tail carriage. White marbling in 
face. Yellow or straw coloured feathers in the white. Any deformity.

Long-tailed breeds standardised in Japan
Shôkokur
Believed to be the original long-tailed breed as mentioned in the introduction. Single 
comb. Red ear-lobes. Red-brown eyes. Very long tail and saddle hackles. Colours: silver 
duckwing, gold duckwing, white.

Onagadori
Developed in the Kochi area of Shikoku in the mid-seventeenth century, which is still 
the only area where they are bred in Japan. Tail over 1.5 m long, with a 12 m tail having 
been recorded. They are recognised as a living National Treasure of Japan. The tail 
feathers of males grow very quickly, and under ideal conditions continue to grow 
without moulting, 16–18 of them for the life of the bird. Also extremely long saddle 
hackle feathers. Single comb. White ear-lobes. Red-brown eyes. Colours: black-red, 
silver duckwing, gold duckwing, white, ginger.

Minohiki
(Mino = saddle feather, Hiki = dragging). In Japan they were mainly bred in Aichi and 
Shizuoka Prefectures on the main Japanese island of Honshu. Very long saddle hackle. 
Medium length tail. Triple, walnut or ‘chalice’ comb. Red ear-lobes. Red-brown eyes. 
Colours: black-red, silver duckwing, gold duckwing, white, ginger and ‘fi ve-coloured’ 
(the same colour and pattern as Koeyoshi long-crower).

Tôtenkô
These look identical to normal black-red Yokohamas as described in the standard above, 
but are a long-crowing breed. They are widely bred in Japan today. Single comb. White 
ear-lobes. Red-brown eyes. Colour: black-red.

Kurokashiwa
Another long-tailed long-crower. Single comb. Red ear-lobes. Colour black.

Ohiki
A long-tailed true bantam now with its own standard in this book.

Satsumadori
A long-tailed game breed now with its own standard in this book.
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OTHER RARE BREEDS
(Those with * have been moved from the main text)

All of these are fully recognized in their respective countries of origin. Some of them 
(Brabanter, Bresse and Malines) have also already been standardised by the Poultry Club 
of Great Britain, but numbers have since declined in the UK, so the full standards are 
not included in this edition, although they remain valid. All the long-crowing breeds are 
listed below. Full standards are held by the current Rare Poultry Society Secretary.

Augsburger*
This breed was developed from crosses with La Flèche and other breeds beginning in 
1870 at Augsburg and the Black Forest area. The La Flèche gave the duplex gene for 
the distinctive cup comb of the Augsburger. They have a strong following among 
German fanciers who appreciate both their attractive appearance and practical qualities 
of egg and meat production.

Belgian Game
There are two types, the Bruges and the Liège. The breed was already known in the 
Middle Ages as the Bruges Blue, after its blue plumage and the Flemish city. The main 
features of the Bruges are a straight horizontal back, upright stance, single comb and 
dark legs, eyes and beak. The Liège was produced in the nineteenth century due to rivalry 
between the Flemish and Waloon people. The Waloon cockers crossed the Bruges with 
Malay to give a game fowl with a long reach, and of 5.4 kg(12 lb) plus in weight. A 
third game fowl, the Tienen, is similar to the Liège, but has white legs and beak, fi ery 
red eyes and cuckoo plumage. Bantams of the three types were known in 1943.

Brabanter
A distinctive Dutch breed featured in seventeenth century paintings. They have a pointed 
crest and a horned comb like those of Appenzeller Spitzhaubens, in the case of Braban-
ters with the addition of a beard. Colours: barred, black, blue, white, black-headed buff, 
black-headed white, gold laced, silver laced, buff laced.

Breda*
This breed, also having the names Guelderlanders and Kraaikoppen (Dutch for crow-
headed) has been known at least as far back as the 1840s. Although not widely bred 
outside their homeland, Bredas have been described in many poultry books as they have 
a unique feature in having no comb at all.

La Bresse
Despite being a modest-sized light breed, La Bresse are reputed to be the fi nest quality 
table chickens in the world. Since 1988 only birds reared in their home around Bourg-
en-Bresse in south-eastern France are allowed to be sold commercially as ‘Bresse’. They 
have a single comb, white lobes, slate-blue legs and feet. Colours: black, white and ‘grey’ 
(similar markings to cock-breeder silver pencilled Hamburghs).

Buckeye
Created by Mrs Nettie Metcalf, of Warren, Ohio, USA, circa 1890–1905. Buckeyes are 
essentially a broader bodied, pea combed, variant of Rhode Island Reds. Dark Indian 
Game (‘Cornish’ in the USA) was one of the breeds used in its creation. Colours of all 
parts are similar to utility type Rhodes, i.e. lighter than exhibition Rhodes.

Burmese
The Standard for Burmese was passed by PCGB circa 1971. These were imported by a 
British army offi cer stationed in Burma about 1880. It was believed they had died out 
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before 1914, until Rare Poultry Society founder, Andrew Sheppy, was given some by 
an elderly fancier from Wiltshire in 1970. A new ‘facsimile’ strain has been made in The 
Netherlands, but they do not yet fi t the drawings made by J.W. Ludlow a century ago 
of the originals nearly as well as the strain which miraculously survived here. They are 
broadly similar to Booted bantams, but smaller, with lower tail carriage which gives 
Burmese a longer overall appearance plus a feathered crest in addition to a single comb. 
The original imports in 1880 were Whites. Other colours of Burmese bantams mentioned 
in old books are believed to have been the result of crossing the few imports with Booted 
bantams in an attempt to increase numbers and vigour.

Crèvecoeur*
The Crèvecoeur is an old French breed not unlike a Houdan, but having a horn-type 
comb, four toes and a heavier, broad, square-built body with bold upright carriage.

Dandarawi
These have maintained a distinct identity for several centuries in the Egyptian holy city 
of Dendera, north of Luxor. As would be expected of a semi-feral breed, they are small, 
alert and active foragers. Comb: elongated cup with a feathered tassel behind. Eye: 
orange. Lobes: red. Beak, legs and feet: usually white. Plumage colour: silver duckwing 
with some mahogany on shoulders and wing bows of males; the females a silver-wheaten 
with black tail.

Malines
Created by Mr de Winter in Belgium during the 1850s by crossing imported Asiatics 
(including ‘Antwerp Brahmas’) with local chickens. Widely bred as table birds, but not 
standardised in Belgium until 1898. Malines are a large heavy breed with slightly feath-
ered feet. Single or (rarer) pea comb. White skin, legs and feet. Colours: cuckoo and 
white, but others have been recorded.

Neiderrheiner
Developed in Germany during World War II. Some of the colour varieties are Autosex-
ing and it was signifi cant that the British Government also supported the development 
of Autosexing Breeds during the war. A bantam version followed in the 1950s, when 
both sizes and all colours were popular domestic breeds. They are a conventional white 
skinned, single combed, medium/heavy breed. Colours: birchen, blue-birchen, blue, blue-
barred (‘blausperber’), crele, buff-barred.

Netherlands Owlbeard (Nederlandse Uilebaard)
A rare Dutch breed related to the Brabanter. They also have a beard and a horned comb, 
but no crest, although many have a few short, pointed feathers on their head. Colours: 
as for Brabanters (see above).

North Holland Blue*
The blood of the Malines in the make-up of this breed is seen in its quick maturity and 
rapid growth. To further its commercial importance, its utility properties are valued on 
the show-bench in preference to markings. Lightly feathered shanks are a standardised 
characteristic, and the male is lighter in colour than the female. As a barred breed, the 
females, when mated with unbarred males of breeds with dark downs, produce sex-
linked offspring, the male chicks having the white head-spot when hatched, which is 
absent in the female chicks.

Penedesenca
Little is known of the early history of Penedesencas in the Catalan region of Spain. They 
have been revived by an agricultural institute in the region since the 1980s. They have 
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two unusual characteristics: the comb is single with mandatory large side sprigs on both 
sides; they also have white ear-lobes yet lay very dark brown shelled eggs. Colours: 
black-red/wheaten, black-red/partridge, crele, black.

Long-crowing breeds
There are some breeds, now occasionally seen in Britain, that are bred in their native 
countries primarily for the unusual sound and duration of their crowing. In Britain, at 
present, there are no facilities to judge these breeds on their specifi c crows, so although 
they often draw crowds with their amazing sounds, they are judged here solely on their 
breed characteristics. All are soft feathered large fowl.

Japanese long-crowers

Koeyoshi
Large and heavy, fairly upright stance, with Shamo-type head – heavy eyebrows, triple 
comb and pale eyes, red face, yellow legs and strong bone. Plumage colour goshiki 
(‘fi ve-coloured’, which looks like streaked duckwing in the male, and dull light brown 
ground colour with black lacing in the female).

Kurokashiwa
Pheasant-like body and long tail held low, single comb, red face sometimes with black 
markings (hens sometimes have all black faces), orange-red eyes and dark legs. Plumage 
colour pure black with green sheen. In Britain this breed is included in the Yokohama 
standard.

Tomaru
Compact body with sweeping tail held above horizontal. Single comb, red face some-
times with black markings (hens sometimes have all black faces), orange-red eyes and 
dark legs. Plumage colour black with green sheen.

Tôtenkô
Pheasant-like body and long tail held low, single comb, red face with white ear-lobes, 
orange-red eyes, olive legs. Plumage colour black-red. In Britain this breed is included 
in the Yokohama standard.

Turkish long-crower

Denizli
Male average weight 3 kg. Compact body, high to squirrel tail carriage, single or rose 
comb, red face, dark eyes, slate legs. Plumage colours: variations on birchen/duckwing 
and brown/black-red, also black.

Russian long-crower

Jurlower (Yurlov Golosysti)
Average weight male 4–5 kg, female 3–4 kg. Solid build. Back slightly roached. 
Comb single, small straight and upright or a unique type of rose comb, thick and 
high giving the effect of a helmet, and with a short straight leader. Red face, white 
smutty legs. Plumage colour: variations of brown/black-red, and birchen with variable 
lacing.
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German long-crower

Bergische Kraher
Considered to be an Old National Breed and has had a German standard since 1885. 
Also known as Mountain Long Crower. Light breed, back slightly roached, single comb, 
white ear-lobes, dark eyes, slate legs. Plumage colour black with variable gold lacing.

There are several other long crowing breeds throughout the world, including the white 
Berat from Yugoslavia/Albania, the Indonesian Ayam Pelung and the ‘Musician Fowl 
of Brazil’, but no examples in the UK up to 2007.
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Turkeys

The turkey dates back to the Aztec period where it was discovered being kept for its 
meat and decorative feathering. There are fi ve recognised subspecies in the USA, but the 
nominate race (Meleagris gallopavo gallopavo, bronze with white in tail) was the one 
explorers introduced to Europe in the early sixteenth century. William Strickland is 
reputed to have brought the turkey to England from Spain in 1524. Over the centuries 
it has also been displayed for its exotic features. Classes for turkeys were offered at the 
fi rst English Poultry Show in 1845 and a standard for turkeys appeared in the fi rst 
English Book of Standards in 1865. A few Meleagris g. silvestris (from the Eastern USA 
seaboard and bronze with brown in tail) have been imported and these are slim, fl ying, 
wild-looking birds. The standards published here relate solely to the traditional varieties 
of turkey, which are naturally bred and not related in any way to the modern day, com-
mercial, broad-breasted or dimple-breasted types, which are not considered appropriate 
for the show pen.

GENERAL STANDARD: HEAVY BREEDS
General characteristics: male

Carriage: Stately and moderately upright.
Type: Body long, deep and well rounded. Back curving with good slope to tail. Breast 
broad, full, long and straight. Wings strong and large. Tail long in proportion to 
body.
Head: Long, broad and carunculated. Beak strong, curved and well set. Eyes bright, 
bold and clear.
Snood: The fl eshy protruberance above the beak of a male turkey. This is a muscle that 
elongates to as much as 15.24 cm (6 in.) down over the beak when displaying. It can be 
retracted to form a short erect cone above the beak when not displaying. The snood 
will vary in colour from pale pink to very deep pink on all varieties, according to activity 
and behaviour.
Throat wattle: Large and pendant.
Caruncles: The fl eshy round prominences on the head and neck, which are larger on 
the front of the neck, below the throat wattle. They can change from bright red through 
to bluish white.
Neck: Long, curving backward towards saddle.
Beard or tassel: A cluster of thick, black, hair-like growth attached to the centre of the 
upper part of the breast in all adult males. The beard can grow to around 15.24 cm 
(6 in.) in length. Females have a smaller beard, which is usually hidden by breast 
feathers.
Legs and feet: Thighs long and stout. Fluff: (the feathers between the legs and base of 
the vent) soft and short. Shanks large, strong, well rounded and of medium length. Toes, 
four, straight and strong and well spread.



Female

The female is smaller and fi ner in bone structure than the male.

GENERAL STANDARD: LIGHT BREEDS
The general characteristics are the same as for the Heavy breeds with the following 
exceptions.
Carriage: Active and upright.
Legs and feet: Shanks large, strong and fairly long.

EGG
Most turkey eggs are beige with darker speckles, different colours having varying 
amounts of speckles. The shape should be very pronounced: broad at one end, tapering 
to a narrow point.

SCALE OF POINTS FOR ALL COLOURS
Type and size  40
Head 20
Legs and feet 10
Colour 20
Condition  10
 100

SERIOUS DEFECTS
Crooked or other deformity of the breast bone. Wry tail. Feathers other than the colour 
stipulated for the variety. Double-breasted varieties. Any birds exceeding the weights 
laid down in the standard. Waddling gait denoting a commercial meat breed. Any 
abnormality.

BLUE
Origin: North America
Classifi cation: Light

The breed has been developed on the lines of the Slate turkey. However, the feathers of 
the Blue are an even colour throughout. The female is usually slightly lighter in shade 
than the male. This has been a very popular exhibition bird in the past but fewer are 
seen now than at the beginning of the twentieth century.

Colour: male and female

Head: Red, changeable to bluish-white.
Beak: Slate blue.
Eyes: Dark to black.
Throat wattle: Red, changeable to bluish-white.
Legs and feet: Slate blue.
Plumage in both sexes: A light or dark shade of sound and even blue, free from black 
or brown feathers.
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Standard weights

Mature stag 10–12.7 kg (22–28 lb); young stag 7.25–10.4 kg (16–23 lb)
Mature hen 5.4–8.1 kg (12–18 lb); young hen 3.6–6.3 kg (8–14 lb)

Defects

Presence of black or brown feathers.

Poults

Day-old Blue poults are a yellowish-white with an extremely pale tinge of blue.

BOURBON RED
Origin: North America
Classifi cation: Heavy

The Bourbon Red turkey is named after Bourbon County in Kentucky’s Bluegrass 
Region, where it originated in the late 1800s. It was admitted to the American Standard 
of Perfection in 1909.

Colour: male

Head: Red, changeable to bluish-white.
Beak: Light horn at tip, darker at base.
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Eyes: Dark brown.
Throat wattle: Red, changeable to bluish-white.
Neck: A rich dark, chestnut-mahogany.
Back: Rich, dark, chestnut-mahogany with each feather from point of shoulders to base 
of main tail having a very narrow edging of black.
Tail: Main tail: pure white, with an indistinct bar of soft red crossing each main tail 
feather near the tip. Coverts: deep brownish-red.
Wings: Fronts, bows and coverts: rich dark, chestnut-mahogany; each feather having a 
very narrow edging of black. Primaries and secondaries: pure white.
Breast: Rich, dark, chestnut-mahogany, feathers having a very narrow edging of lus-
trous black.
Body and fl uff: Body: deep, brownish-red; each feather edged with a very fi ne line of 
black. Fluff: a lighter shade of brownish-red.
Legs and feet: Lower thighs: dark, chestnut-mahogany. Shanks and toes reddish pink 
in adults; deep reddish horn in young.
Undercolour of all sections: Red, shading to a light salmon at base.

Female

Similar to that of the male, except there is no black edging in any section. On the breast, 
each feather has a narrow thread-like edging of white.

Standard weights

Mature stag 14.9 kg (33 lb); young stag 10.4 kg (23 lb)
Mature hen 8.1 kg (18 lb); young hen 6.3 kg (14 lb)
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Defects

More than one third any colour other than white showing in either primaries, secondar-
ies, or main tail feathers. Entire absence of black edging in plumage of stag on breast, 
wing fronts and saddle. Entire absence of white edging on feathers in upper breast and 
neck sections of hen.

Day-old poults

Head is a light reddish-brown with a darker brown mark on the back of the head. The 
neck and back is a light yellowish-brown with three dark brown stripes running from 
the shoulders, with the middle stripe being the broadest of the three. The wings go from 
dark brown at the front through to cream at the tips. Throat, breast and thighs are a 
pale yellowish-white. As feathering appears the growing poult takes on a pale beige 
colouring with white markings, these disappear as the adult feathers emerge.

BRONZE
Origin: Europe
Classifi cation: Heavy

The Bronze turkey is the closest in colouring to the Eastern Wild. It is the most popular 
variety of turkey there is and a good Bronze is diffi cult to beat at exhibitions. The Bronze 
was further developed in England and re-introduced to the Americas where it became 
extremely popular. There are far fewer standard Bronzes than Broad-breasted (meat) 
Bronzes.

Colour: male

Head: Red, changeable to bluish-white.
Eyes: Iris, a dark hazel, pupil blue-black.
Beak: Horn.
Throat wattle: Bright rich red.
Plumage of both sexes: A good metallic-bronze throughout.
Neck: Copperish bronze.
Back: From neck to middle of back a rich copperish-bronze, each feather terminating 
in a narrow black band, extending across end. From middle of back to tail coverts black, 
each feather having a broad, copperish-bronze band extending across it near the end, 
the feathers ending in a distinct black band, gradually narrowing as the tail coverts 
approached.
Tail: Main tail and coverts dull black each feather evenly and distinctly marked trans-
versely with parallel line of brown; each feather having a bronze band extending across 
the feather, bordered on each side by a distinct band of intense black; the feather ter-
minating in a wide edging of white.
Wings: Shoulder and wing bow coverts rich copperish-bronze, ending in a narrow band 
of black; coverts, rich bronze, forming a broad band across wings when folded, feathers 
terminating in a black band, separating them from the secondaries. Primaries, each 
feather alternately crossed with distinct parallel black and white bars of equal width; 
fl ight coverts, barred similar to primaries; secondaries, dull black, alternately crossed 
with distinct parallel black and white bars, the black bar taking on a bronze cast on the 
shorter top secondaries and the white bar becoming less distinct.
Breast: Exposed surface of feathers rich bronze, unexposed parts black. Each feather 
on lower part of breast approaching body terminating in a narrow black band extending 
across the end.
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Body and fl uff: Body black, each feather with a wide bronze band extending across it 
at the end, a narrow band of black bordering the bronze and terminating in a narrow 
edging of pure white. Fluff, a dull black.
Legs and feet: Thighs dull black with slight edgings of greyish white. Shanks and toes 
dull black but changing to horn with maturity. Toenails horn.

Female

As male, but with faint white lacing on the breast.

Standard weights

Mature stag 13.60–18.14 kg (30–40 lb); young stag 11.33–15.87 kg (25–35 lb)
Mature hen 8.16–11.79 kg (18–26 lb); young hen 6.35–9.97 kg (14–22 lb)

Defects

Any brown in secondaries.

Day-old poults

The head is light brown with dark brown blotches and streaks. The neck and back have 
a broader dark streak down the centre with narrower streaks on either side. The wings 
have two dark streaks in the centre and a dark spot near the tip. The underneath of the 
poult is a yellowish-white on the surface and pale grey beneath. The legs and feet are 
mainly fl esh-coloured with some smoky pigmentation below.
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BUFF
Origin: America
Classifi cation: Light

The Buff is named for the rich cinnamon colour of its body feathers. The breed was 
recognised by the American Poultry Association in 1874 but very few now exist in 
America and there is no longer a standard for it there. The breed was extremely popular 
in Britain at the turn of the last century with its own Buff Turkey Club in the early 
1900s.

Colour: male and female

Head: Red, changeable to bluish-white.
Beak: Light horn.
Eyes: Iris dark hazel, pupil blue-black.
Throat wattle: Bright rich red.
Plumage in both sexes: A deep cinnamon-buff.
Flights and secondaries: Very pale buff.
Tail: Deep cinnamon-buff throughout edged with a paler band at the tip.
Legs and feet: Pink and fl esh.
Toenails: Light horn.

Weights

Mature stag 10–12.7 kg (22–28 lb); young stag 7.25–10.4 kg (16–23 lb)
Mature hen 5.4–8.1 kg (12–18 lb); young hen 3.6–6.3 kg (8–14 lb)
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Defects

Any black on feathering. More than one third any colour other than buff showing in 
either primaries, secondaries, or main tail feathers.

Day-old poults

A pale creamy brown throughout.

NARRAGANSETT
Origin: North America
Classifi cation: Heavy

The Narragansett turkey is named after the Narragansett Bay region in Rhode Island, 
USA. It is believed the Narragansett was originally founded through Black turkeys from 
England being taken to America and breeding with the Eastern Wild turkey. The breed 
was admitted to the American Standards of Perfection in 1874.

Colour: male

Head: Red, changeable to bluish-white.
Beak: Horn.
Eyes: Brown.
Throat wattle: Red, changeable to bluish-white.
Neck: Unexposed part of the feather black, the exposed surface of each feather steel-grey 
approaching white; fi nishing in a narrow black band across the feather. The band 
increasing in width as the back is approached.
Back: Rich, metallic black free from any bronze cast. Saddle black, each feather ending 
in a broad, steel-grey band going to white, the light band increasing in width as the tail 
coverts are approached.
Tail: Main tail dull black, each feather regularly pencilled with parallel lines of tan, 
ending in a broad band of metallic black, free from bronze cast, edged with steel-grey 
going to white. Coverts and lesser coverts dull black, each feather regularly pencilled 
with parallel lines of tan, having a wide band of metallic black – free from bronze cast 
– extending across it near the end, terminating in a wide edging of light steel-grey 
approaching white.
Wings: Shoulder and wing bow coverts light steel-grey ending in a narrow black band. 
Coverts a light steel-grey, forming a broad steel-grey band across the wings when folded, 
feathers terminating in a distinct black band, forming a glossy, ribbon-like mark, which 
separates them from secondaries. Primaries: each feather, throughout its entire length, 
alternately crossed with distinct, parallel black and white bars of equal width. Flight 
coverts barred similar to primaries. Secondaries alternately crossed with distinct parallel 
black and white bars, the black bar taking on a light steel-grey cast on the shorter top 
secondaries, the white bar becoming less distinct.
Breast: Unexposed part of each feather black, ending in a broad, light steel-grey band 
which becomes darker the closer you get to the underbody; each feather ending with a 
distinct black band, narrow at the throat and becoming wider on the lower breast.
Body and fl uff: Body dull black, feathers ending with a distinct band of white. Fluff 
black, terminating in white.
Legs and feet: Lower thighs intense black edged with light steel-grey. Shanks and toes: 
in mature specimens, deep salmon; in young specimens, dark approaching salmon.
Undercolour of all sections: Very dark slate.
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Female

Plumage is similar in all sections to the male except that feathers on the back should 
end with a distinct white edging of medium width, the black edging terminating at cape 
and breast gradually changing to a white edging, which widens as it approaches the 
rear.

Standard weights

Mature stag 14.9 kg (33 lb); young stag 10.4 kg (23 lb)
Mature hen 8.1 kg (18 lb); young hen 6.3 kg (14 lb)

Defects

Wings showing one or more primary or secondary feathers completely black or brown, 
or absence of white or grey bars more than one-half of the length of primaries; white 
or grey bars showing on main tail feathers beyond greater main tail coverts, except the 
terminating wide edging of white. Entire absence of black bands on greater tail coverts. 
Edging of brown in secondary feathers.

Day-old poults

The head is yellowish-grey, mottled with dark brown with three dark streaks, the middle 
being widest, running from the top of the head down the neck. The upper parts of the 
body are light greyish-brown mottled with very dark brown and the three dark streaks 
continue along the back to the tail. The underparts of the body are yellowish-white to 
almost white on the surface. Undercolour of body down throughout is a light grey. The 
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shank, legs and feet are the same as the Bronze. Although the breast of a Narragansett 
poult is paler than in the Bronze it is very diffi cult to segregate the two varieties accu-
rately until they are around 6 weeks old.

NEBRASKAN
Origin: America
Classifi cation: Heavy

A pied colour mutation produced by a non sex-linked recessive gene, which appeared 
in 1947 in a closed fl ock of Broad-Breasted Bronze. Thirteen poults were hatched the 
fi rst year and these formed the basis of a new true-breeding variety named Nebraskan 
by the originator R.H. Jandebeur of North Platte, Nebraska.

Colour: male

Head: Red, changeable to bluish-white.
Beak: Horn.
Eyes: Bluish-pearl.
Throat wattle: Red, changeable to bluish-white.
Neck: White, with surface speckling.
Back: White with fl ecking of black, red or blue. The saddle has most abundant 
fl ecking.
Tail: Main tail: mostly white with fl ecking towards the tip. Coverts and lesser coverts, 
mostly white.
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Wings: White.
Breast: White with speckling.
Body and fl uff: Mainly white with some light fl ecking. Colour selection should be 
toward the lighter-coloured specimens which show a fairly uniform, lightly stippled 
pattern with white undercolour everywhere and without conspicuous dark coloured 
areas anywhere.
Legs and feet: Lower thighs white. Shanks and toes – salmon.
Undercolour: White in all sections except the back where it may be slate-coloured.

Female

Similar to that of the male but has less heavy fl ecking.

Standard weights

Mature stag 13.60–18.14 kg (30–40 lb); young stag 11.33–15.87 kg (25–35 lb)
Mature hen 8.16–11.79 kg (18–26 lb); young hen 6.35–9.97 kg (14–22 lb)

Defects

Flecking suffi ciently heavy to mask white. Any additional colouring.

Day-old poults

Creamy-white with a tan or grey blotch on the back of the head.

NORFOLK BLACK
Origin: England
Classifi cation: Light

The Black turkey is believed to have been brought to England via Spain in the 1500s. 
Many farmers in East Anglia and especially Norfolk liked and kept this bird, hence its 
name. The Norfolk Black has developed over the centuries through selective breeding 
and is now recognised as English in origin. It was taken back to America in the 1600s 
where it was crossed with the Eastern Wild and from those matings came the Slate, 
Narragansett and Bronze.

Colour: male and female

Head: Fairly long, broad and carunculated. Red, changing to bluish-white. Short black 
feathers on head and face not a fault.
Eyes: Dark to black.
Beak: Black.
Plumage in both sexes: A dense black.
Legs and feet: Black legs, feet and toenails (change to pink with age).

Defects

Any other feather colour than black.

Standard weights

Mature stag 11.35 kg (25 lb); young stag 8.15–10.00 kg (18–22 lb)
Mature hen 5.90–6.80 kg (13–15 lb); young hen 5.00–5.90 kg (11–13 lb)
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Day-old poults

The majority of the body is black but the head and face is a creamy-white, along with 
the breast and the abdomen. There is no distinct pattern to this and poults can have a 
lesser or greater amount of creamy-white down coloration. The pale colour will disap-
pear with age and as feathers begin to grow these should be totally black. The poult’s 
beak is a pale pink with varying amounts of black on it, especially at the tip. The shanks, 
feet and toes are black with some fl esh colouring.

PIED
Origin: Europe
Classifi cation: Light

The Pied turkey has been in existence in Europe since the 1700s. It is very ornamental 
and a popular exhibition bird. The Pied is more suited as an egg producer than a meat 
bird. There are various breeds which have similar colouring, such as Cröllwitzer, Pied 
Ronquières, Royal Palm (USA).

Colour: male and female

Head: Red, changeable to bluish-white.
Beak: Light horn.
Eyes: Light brown.
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Throat wattle: Red, changeable to bluish-white.
Neck: White with every feather ending in a fi ne black edge.
Back: White with metallic black over saddle, fringed with white.
Tail: Main tail: pure white with a wide black band across each feather near the end, 
terminating in pure white at the tip. Coverts and lesser coverts, white with wide band 
of metallic black extending across the feather near the end, terminating in a wide edge 
of white.
Wings: Fronts and bows, white with narrow edge of black across each feather. Coverts, 
white with narrow edge of black on end of each feather forming a black band when 
wing is folded. Primaries, dull black. Secondaries, white with exposed portion of each 
feather having a black strip running about 10 cm (4 in) in length on each feather; becom-
ing shorter on top secondaries to form a distinct spot on each feather.
Breast: Exposed portion of each feather pure white ending in a band of black to form 
a contrast of black and white giving the effect of scales of a fi sh.
Body and fl uff: Body, white with each feather ending in a black band terminating in 
white. Fluff, white.
Legs and feet: Thighs, white with very light black edging. Shanks and toes, in mature 
birds, deep pink; in young birds, pinkish-white.
Undercolour of all sections: White.

Standard weights

Mature stag 9–10 kg (20–22 lb); young stag 7.2 kg (16 lb)
Mature hen 5.4 kg (12 lb); young hen 4.5 kg (10 lb)

Pied 347

Pied Turkey (Cröllwitzer) male



Defects

Absence of black edging. Absence of black bands in main tail and greater coverts in 
both stags and hens. Any brown colouring.

Day-old poults

Poults are a yellowish-white throughout the body. Pure white feathers grow through the 
down and black markings begin to appear at around 6–8 weeks.

SLATE
Origin: America
Classifi cation: Light

The Slate turkey is believed to have evolved from crossing Norfolk Blacks, introduced 
to America, with the Eastern Wild. The breed was admitted to the American Standard 
of Perfection in 1874. During the turn and early part of the twentieth century, the Slate 
and Blue turkeys were very popular at the London shows.

Colour: male and female

Head: Red, changeable to bluish-white.
Beak: Horn.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Throat wattle: Red, changeable to bluish-white.
Plumage in both sexes: Slaty-blue throughout, which may be dotted or fl ecked with 
black.
Legs and feet: Pink in adults, deep pink in young.

Standard weights

Mature stag 10–12.7 kg (22–28 lb); young stag 7.25–10.4 kg (16–23 lb)
Mature hen 5.4–8.1 kg (12–18 lb); young hen 3.6–6.3 kg (8–14 lb)

Day-old poults

The head, neck and back are a yellowish-white with a defi nite tinge of blue. The throat 
is a pale yellowish-white to light yellow, going to a yellowish-white underneath the 
body.

Defects

Any entirely black feathers. Feathering that contains brown or buff.

WHITE
Origin: America
Classifi cation: Light

The White turkey has been found throughout the history of the turkey, since the Aztec 
period. It is believed to be a sport of other breeds, where the white gene has appeared 
dominant. The White Holland turkey was admitted to the American Standard of Perfec-
tion in 1874 and the Beltsville Small White was admitted in 1951. The British White, 
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Austrian White and White Holland have all been bred in the UK in the past and differ-
ent strains have been developed for the commercial sector.

Colour: male and female

Head: Bright rich red, but changeable in the male to cornfl ower-blue and white.
Throat wattle: Red but changeable to pink.
Beak: White to pale horn.
Eyes: Iris dark hazel, pupil blue-black.
Plumage in both sexes: Pure white.
Legs and feet: Pink fl esh.
Toenails: White to pale horn.

Standard weights

Mature stag 10–12.7 kg (22–28 lb); young stag 7.25–10.4 kg (16–23 lb)
Mature hen 5.4–8.1 kg (12–18 lb); young hen 3.6–6.3 kg (8–14 lb)

Day-old poults

Poults are pure white.

OTHER STANDARDISED VARIETIES IN UK
The Crimson Dawn or Black-winged Bronze: rarely seen.

VARIETIES STANDARDISED ABROAD
There are similar variations of the black and white Pied turkey including the Ronquières 
from Belgium (which also comes in other colours) and the American Royal Palm. The 
Lavender (a very pale self-colour Blue) is sometimes seen.
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Waterfowl introduction

GEESE
The fi rst poultry show of 1845 classifi ed Common Geese, Asiatic or Knob Geese and 
‘Any other variety’. The fi rst Book of Standards described the Toulouse and Embden. 
Peculiarly enough, these two breeds monopolised our standards up to recent times, being 
the chief ones exhibited regularly at shows. At times, other breeds have been exhibited 
and now the standards have been extended. The Greylag is said to be the ancestor of 
all our domestic geese, and the common goose of this country was undoubtedly the 
English Grey, although a white variety existed, and the Grey Back (Saddleback) may 
have come from a breed cross.

The sexing of geese may be done via the vent up to 4 weeks old and after 6 months 
old.

The following are classifi ed as wild geese: Canada, Egyptian and all species of British 
or foreign wild geese.

Goose points

Section Breed Carriage Head and 
neck

Body Legs and 
feet

Condition Colour Size

Heavy African 15 20 20 5 10 10 20
Heavy American Buff 10 15 20 5 10 25 15
Heavy Embden 12 22 20 6 10 10 20
Heavy Toulouse 15 20 20 5 10 10 20
Heavy Skåne 10 15 15 5 10 20 25
Medium Brecon Buff 10 15 25 5 10 25 10
Medium Buff Back 10 10 20 5 10 35 10
Medium Grey Back 10 10 20 5 10 35 10
Medium Pomeranian 10 10 20 5 10 35 10
Medium West of 

England
10 15 20 5 10 20 20

Light Chinese 20 30 10 5 10 15 10
Light Czech 15 20 20 5 10 10 20
Light Pilgrim 10 15 15 5 10 35 10
Light Roman 15 20 25 5 10 10 15
Light Sebastopol 15 10 10 5 40 10 10
Light Shetland 10 20 15 5 10 25 15
Light Steinbacher 20 25 10 5 10 20 10

DUCKS
It is generally accepted that all breeds of ducks, with the exception of the Muscovy, 
originated from the wild Mallard. This is quite clear with a breed like the Rouen, and 



some consider that the Black East Indian and the Cayuga originated from sports of the 
Mallard. It is possible to understand, too, the original white ducks of this country 
coming as Mallard sports. They may have been developed for body size and table quali-
ties, by domestication and selection, resulting eventually in the Aylesbury as we know 
it today. In the make-up of the khaki Campbell the wild Mallard also played its part. 
In Call ducks (similarly with Indian Runners), the mallard colour is diluted to become 
blue fawn, retaining the mallard pattern, and diluted again to become apricot. New 
colours have been created in the Indian Runner but it is regrettable that they are named 
after other breeds (Saxony and Streicher) instead of the colours they are, i.e. apricot and 
silver respectively. The breeding of blue ducks such as the Blue Swedish has similar 
results to the breeding of blue chickens – three colours are normally produced, blue, 
grey and almost white, so there is some wastage (see Andalusian for the proportions). 
The sexing of ducks may be done via the vent up to 4 weeks old and after 6 months 
old. The voice of the female is a real quack and the voice of the male is a rasp; this is 
heard after about 6 weeks of age. The sex curls only appear on a drake after its full 
adult moult.

The following are classifi ed as ornamental ducks: the Carolina, Mandarin and all 
other British or foreign species of wild duck.
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Duck points

Section Breed Carriage Head and 
neck

Body Legs and 
feet

Colour Size Condition

Bantam Black East 
Indian

10 15 15 5 30 15 10

Bantam Call 10 18 12 5 30 15 10
Bantam Crested 

Miniature
10 35 15 5 10 15 10

Bantam Silver Appleyard 
Miniature

10 15 15 5 30 15 10

Bantam Silver Bantam 10 15 15 5 30 15 10
Heavy Aylesbury 10 25 20 5 10 20 10
Heavy Blue Swedish 10 15 15 5 30 15 10
Heavy Cayuga 10 15 15 5 30 15 10
Heavy Muscovy 10 20 15 5 20 20 10
Heavy Pekin 20 20 15 5 10 20 10
Heavy Rouen 10 15 10 5 35 15 10
Heavy Rouen Clair 10 15 15 5 30 15 10
Heavy Saxony 10 15 15 5 30 15 10
Heavy Silver Appleyard 10 15 15 5 30 15 10
Light Abacot Ranger 10 15 15 5 35 10 10
Light Bali 20 30 15 5 10 10 10
Light Campbell 15 15 15 5 25 15 10
Light Crested 10 40 15 5 10 10 10
Light Hook Bill 10 30 15 5 20 10 10
Light Indian Runner 20 20 20 5 15 10 10
Light Magpie 10 18 12 5 30 15 10
Light Orpington 10 15 15 5 35 10 10
Light Welsh Harlequin 10 15 15 5 35 10 10

Defects and deformities in waterfowl (for which birds should be passed)

Geese: Undershot mandible, angel or dropped wing, dropped tongue.
Ducks: Kinked neck, dished bill, twisted bill, wry tail, roach back, dropped or slipped 
wing, crest impeding vision, caruncles impeding eyes or nostrils.



Geese

AFRICAN
Classifi cation: Heavy
Origin: China

The African is among the largest and heaviest of the domestic breeds of geese. Both the 
African and Chinese have evolved from the wild swan goose (Anser cygnoides), an 
Asiatic species, and are distinguished from the Western breeds of geese in having a 
prominent ‘knob’ rising up from the base of the beak, and having smooth, velvet (pile)-
like feathering on their necks. The African also has a soft dewlap which hangs below 
its beak. Both knob and dewlap increase in size as the bird gets older. This breed has 
been present in the UK since the late seventeenth century and although standardised in 
the USA in 1874 it does not appear in the British Poultry Standards until 1982.

The name African is misleading as the swan goose is an Asiatic species.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Reasonably upright; body is held at 30–40° above the horizontal. Head is 
held high and the height may often exceed 90 cm. Tail carried high above line of the 
back, especially in males.
Head: Broad, deep and large. The distinctive knob is large, as broad as the head, pro-
truding slightly forward from the front of the head on the upper mandible (knob should 
be larger in ganders). Eyes large. Beak rather large, stout at base. A large smooth cres-
cent-shaped dewlap extends from below beak to neck below throat.
Neck: Long, thick, almost maintaining same thickness along whole length. Slightly 
arched.
Body: Large, long and almost the same thickness from front to back. Back broad, 
moderately long and fl at. Breast smooth and rounded. Underline smooth and free from 
keel. If paunch is not smoothly rounded, there should be small, even dual lobes. Stern 
round and full, free from bagginess.
Wings: Large, strong, and folded smoothly against sides.
Tail: Slightly elevated.
Legs and feet: Lower thighs short, stout. Shanks of medium length.
Plumage: Tight and sleek on the body. The neck feathers are soft and smooth, pile-like 
(not furrowed as in breeds developed from the Greylag).

Colour

The brown or grey
In both sexes:
Head and neck: Beak and knob black. Eyes dark brown. Lower part of head and front 
of neck, a light fawn, which fades to cream in the front of the middle of the neck. A 
dark brown stripe extends over the crown down the entire length of the back of the 



neck. Many mature birds display a fi ne line of white feathers surrounding the beak where 
it meets the head.
Body: Back ashy-brown. Breast light ashy-brown, shading gradually to light fawn under 
the body. Sides of body and wing coverts ashy-brown, each feather edged with a lighter 
shade. Patterning on feathers becoming more distinct on the upper side of thigh coverts. 
Underbody fawn, gradually shading to white on stern.
Tail: Ashy-brown heavily edged with almost white shade. Tail coverts white.
Wings: Primaries and secondaries dark slate/brown. Primary coverts light slate/brown. 
Other large coverts light ashy-brown, edged with lighter shade. Scapulars ashy-brown 
with light edging.
Legs and webs: Dark orange or brownish-orange. Toenails dark.

The buff
In both sexes:
Beak and knob pinkish brown. Legs and webs a dull light orange. Plumage buff with a 
creamy-fawn on the lighter parts. Feather pattern as in the brown.

The white
In both sexes:
Eyes: Blue.
Beak and knob: Orange.
Legs and webs: Orange-yellow.
Plumage: Pure white.
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Weights

Gander 10.0–12.7 kg (22–28 lb)
Goose 8.2–10.9 kg (18–24 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 15
Head and throat  15
Neck 5
Body 20
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour 10
Size  20
 100

Disqualifi cations

Undershot mandible (lower beak longer than the upper). Excessive white feathers in 
coloured plumage except where described.

Faults

Inadequate development or absence of dewlap or knob. Jagged edge to the dewlap. 
Refi ned head and neck indicating Chinese input. Lack of reach. Short body. Keel on 
breast or underside. Baggy paunch. Low tail carriage. Orange in beak or knob of the 
brown/grey and buff varieties. Twisted neck stripe.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

Dewlap with folds.

AMERICAN BUFF
Classifi cation: Heavy
Origin: America

The American Buff was developed in North America from common farm geese and is 
descended from the wild Greylag goose, which inhabits Europe and North Asia. Its 
history is obscure and there are several theories on how it may have developed. It was 
standardised in the USA in 1947 and in the UK in 1982. It differs from the other solid 
buff-coloured geese, i.e. the British Brecon Buff and the German Celler goose, in being 
larger and having an orange beak and feet.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Rather upright.
Head: Broad and strong. Eyes large and full. Beak of medium length, stout.
Neck: Rather upright and strong in appearance.
Body: Moderately long, broad, plump. Back medium length, broad and smooth. Breast, 
broad, deep and full. Paunch dual-lobed.
Tail: Medium in length, with broad, stiff feathers.
Wings: Large in size and smoothly folded close to the body.
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Legs and feet: Lower thighs medium length, well fl eshed. Shanks stout, straight mod-
erately long.

Colour

In both sexes:
Head: A soft matt buff. Eyes dark hazel with orange outer eye ring (cilium). Beak 
orange.
Neck: Soft matt buff shading to a lighter buff as it joins the breast.
Breast: Pale buff.
Body: Back darker buff. Rest of body light buff shading lighter to almost white on 
abdomen and paunch. Flanks lighter buff, becoming darker. Thighs light buff.
Wings: Primaries matt buff. Secondaries a darker buff with a narrow edging of very 
greyish buff. Wing coverts soft matt buff with a narrow edging of very light greyish 
buff.
Plumage: A rich shade of buff throughout with markings and pattern similar to the 
Toulouse and the Brecon Buff.
Legs and webs: Orange.

Weights

Gander 10.0–12.7 kg (22–28 lb)
Goose 9.1–11.8 kg (20–26 lb)

American Buff male
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Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head and throat  10
Neck 5
Body 20
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour 25
Size  15
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: White in wings.

Faults

In both sexes: Distinct dewlap. White feathers under chin. Uneven lobes, back or front. 
Keel on breast. White line around base of beak in young birds.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: Narrow white line around base of beak in older birds.

BRECON BUFF
Classifi cation: Medium
Origin: Great Britain

As the name suggests, this breed has its origins in the hills of Breconshire, Wales. The 
overall buff colour, unique among British geese, attracted Rhys Llewellyn who is credited 
with collecting and developing this breed in the late 1920s and working with them, until 
they were breeding true. The standard was initially published in ‘Feathered World’ in 
1934 and then in the 1954 ‘British Poultry Standards’. It is a hardy, active breed.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Fairly upright and alert.
Head: Rounded and neat, with no sign of coarseness. Eyes high-set. Beak stout and 
strong.
Neck: Medium length, fairly stout with no sign of a gullet on throat.
Body: Broad, well rounded and compact. Breast rounded and full. Dual-lobed 
paunch.
Tail: Medium length, carried almost level.
Wings: Strong and held neatly to the body.
Legs and feet: Legs fairly short, strong shanks.
Plumage: Hard and tight.

Colour

In both sexes:
Eyes: Dark brown. Pink outer eye ring (cilium).
Beak: Pink.
Legs and webs: Pink.
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Plumage: A deep shade of buff throughout with markings and pattern similar to the 
Toulouse.

Weights

Gander 7.3–9.1 kg (16–20 lb)
Goose 6.3–8.2 kg (14–18 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head and throat  10
Neck 5
Body 25
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour 25
Size  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Orange beak, legs or feet. White in wings.

Faults

In both sexes: White feathers under the chin. Blue or light brown eyes. Uneven lobes, 
back or front.

Brecon Buff female
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Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: Narrow white line around base of beak in young birds only.

BUFF BACK (SADDLEBACK)
Classifi cation: Medium
Origin: Europe

This is an attractive goose with a white background overlaid with buff markings on 
head, part of neck, a saddleback and thigh coverts. Geese of this kind have long been 
known as ‘Saddlebacks’ The Saddleback race, in both grey and buff forms, has been 
bred entirely for utility throughout Europe for many centuries. Formerly regarded as 
belonging to the race of Pomeranian geese, it has been distinguished from these in having 
a dual-lobed paunch and orange beak and feet. It is uncertain how the buff back colour 
was developed, although there are several theories which have not been proven. This 
breed was standardised in the UK in 1982.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Almost horizontal.
Head: Fairly broad. Beak of medium length, almost straight and stout. Eyes large.
Neck: Medium length, moderately stout and carried upright with little or no indication 
of an arch.
Body: Moderately long, plump, deep and meaty, with no evidence of a keel. Deep dual-
lobed paunch.
Tail: Closely folded and carried almost level.
Wings: Rather long, with tips crossing over the tail coverts.
Legs and feet: Lower thighs medium length and plump. Shanks moderately long and 
sturdy.
Plumage: Hard and tight.

Colour

In both sexes:
Head: Buff. Solid buff preferred. A small amount of white around base of beak permis-
sible but not desirable. Eyes blue. Beak orange.
Neck: Upper section buff (approx. one third preferable), lower white.
Back: Buff in a heart shape, extending from above scapulars, almost to the base of tail, 
each feather edged with near white.
Breast and fl anks: White except for buff thigh coverts and in some birds the buff extends 
in a broad band right under the abdomen (preferably without). Each buff feather edged 
with near white.
Paunch and stern: White.
Tail: White, with some buff permissible.
Wings: White fl ight and secondary feathers; buff forming a continuation of heart-shaped 
saddle on scapulars and wing coverts.
Legs and webs: Orange.

Weights

Gander 8.2–10.0 kg (18–22 lb)
Goose 7.3–9.1 kg (16–20 lbs)
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Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head and throat 5
Neck 5
Body 20
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour and markings  35
Size  10
 100

Faults

In both sexes: Uneven markings. White interspersed in coloured plumage. Very uneven 
division between the colour on the neck. Single lobe or uneven lobes in the paunch.

CHINESE
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: China

The Chinese is an elegant, fi ne, small goose, active and good at foraging. Although it 
shares the same wild ancestor (the swan goose) as the African, which can be seen in the 
similarity of colour and marking, in shape and size the two breeds are very different. 
Chinese have been present in Britain since at least the early eighteenth century. As men-
tioned in the UK Standards of 1923 the breed is now standardised in both brown/grey 
and white varieties. The most distinctive feature is a prominent knob rising from the 
base of the beak.

They are highly vocal by nature and have a reputation for being good ‘watch dogs’ 
and are famous for guarding some whisky distilleries in Scotland. The Chinese goose is 
also the most prolifi c layer of all geese.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Upright with head held high and tail erect.
Head: Medium size. Beak stout at base, medium for size. Knob large, rounded and 
prominent (smaller in goose than gander). Eyes bold.
Neck: Long and slender, carried upright, but with graceful arch (longer in gander than 
goose).
Body: Compact and plump. Back reasonably short, broad, fl at and sloping to give the 
characteristic upright carriage. Breast well rounded and plump, carried high. Stern well 
rounded, paunch nicely rounded, without dual lobes.
Tail: Tightly folded and carried erect.
Wings: Large, strong and carried high up.
Legs and feet: Legs medium in length, strong shanks. Feet well spread, straight toes.
Plumage: Tight, fi rm and sleek.

Colour

The brown or grey
In both sexes:
Head and neck: Lower part of face and throat light fawn. Front of neck shading from 
light fawn to cream in mid section, gradually shading back to light fawn where it joins 

360 Chinese
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breast. A dark brown stripe extends from the base of the knob, over top of head and 
down the entire length of neck to body. A darkish shaded area extends along the line 
of the jaw. In older birds there may be a narrow band of white around base of beak. 
Beak and knob black. Eyes dark brown.
Body: Breast light fawn. Back ash-brown. Sides of body to thigh coverts, a shade of 
ash-brown gradually becoming darker. Each feather edged in a lighter shade, more dis-
tinctly on coverts. Underbody gradually fades from fawn to white on stern.
Tail: Ash-brown edged with near white. Tail coverts white.
Wings: Primaries and secondaries dark slate/brown. Primary coverts a lighter slate/
brown. Remaining coverts light ash-brown, edged with lighter shade.
Legs and webs: Dull orange/dark orange-pink, feet often with dark markings. Toenails 
dark.

The white
In both sexes:
Eyes: Blue.
Beak and knob: Orange.
Legs and webs: Orange-yellow.
Plumage: Pure white.

Weights

Gander 4.5–5.4 kg (10–12 lb)
Goose 3.6–4.5 kg (8–10 lb)
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Scale of points

Carriage 20
Head and throat  20
Neck 10
Body 10
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour 15
Size  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

Absence of knob. Any sign of a gullet/dewlap. Excessive white in coloured plumage 
except as specifi ed in brown/grey variety. Coloured plumage in the white variety.

Faults

Coarseness or excessive weight. Baggy underbody.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

Orange marks on knob of older birds of brown/grey variety (this may be caused by 
damage or by frost).

CZECH
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: Czech Republic

Old, long-established breed of goose from Bohemia where it was a small table goose 
which thrived in the damp meadows. It laid plenty of eggs, starting early in the season, 
and produced a good crop of goslings. The breed was well known in the former East 
Germany and it was re-imported there in 1959 from whence it passed to West Germany 
and later to the UK in the 1990s.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Small goose, broad, full and fi nely boned body. When viewed side-on the body gives an 
oval impression. Legs set well apart, giving the impression of a very small goose. Active 
and alert.
Carriage: Slightly sloping, goose more horizontal.
Head: Small; short; well rounded; broad; well pronounced cheeks; well rounded crown 
running smoothly into the neck; throat showing no gullet. Beak short and straight; stout; 
orange-red with pale pink bean. Eyes blue with narrow orange-coloured ring.
Neck: Slightly arched; strong; about half the length of the body, shorter and stouter in 
the female.
Body: Medium to long, broad, giving an oval impression from the side. Viewed from 
the top it is broad, tapering gradually into an egg-shape form. Slightly upright on the 
front. The goose is visibly smaller and shorter than the gander. Back moderately long; 
slightly rounded; gently sloping towards the rear; broad in shoulders tapering slightly 
towards the rear. Breast very broad, full and well muscled. Undercarriage well rounded 
and free from bagginess. A small, single lobe situated in the middle of the abdomen is 
permitted in older females.
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Tail: Horizontal, forming a straight line with the back and ending in a point.
Wings: Long, but not to reach beyond the tail; carried high and tight to the body.
Legs and feet: Thighs short; thickset; well muscled; lower thighs hardly visible. Shanks 
short to medium length; set very well apart; colour orange-red.
Plumage: Tight, sleek and hard.

Colour

In both sexes:
Eyes: Blue with narrow orange-coloured eye ring (cilium).
Bill: Orange-red with pale pink bean.
Legs and webs: Orange-red.
Plumage: White.

Weights

Gander 5.0–5.5 kg (11–12 lb)
Goose 4.0–4.5 kg (81–2 –10 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 15
Head and throat  10
Neck 10
Body 20
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour 10
Size  20
 100

Faults

In both sexes: Puny overall. Head too short, too long or too narrow; body mass too 
bulky or too slight; top line of body and abdomen running parallel; too big-boned; 
shoulders too narrow; breast too fl at and narrow; legs too closely set, lobes in young 
ganders; oversized lobe in older females; odd-coloured patches in the bill, plumage or 
legs.

EMBDEN
Classifi cation: Heavy
Origin: North Europe

Along with the Toulouse, the Embden has been the longest standardised breed in the 
UK, both breeds being accepted for Standard in 1865. The Embden was also known as 
the Bremen and as a breed has been known for several centuries. It is a large, heavy 
imposing bird, but gentle in nature. British breeders set about developing the breed and 
with careful selection increased its size and weight, with a good meat ratio. British 
Embdens have a slightly different appearance to the continental Embdens in that they 
are a solid bird with a good strong neck. Continental Embdens tend to have a longer, 
thinner neck.
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Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Upright and confi dent.
Head: Strong, bold. Stout beak. Eyes bold and alert.
Neck: Long, well proportioned, without gullet.
Body: Broad, thick and well rounded. Back long and straight. Breast round and full. 
Shoulders and stern broad. Paunch deep and dual-lobed.
Tail: Tail close and carried well out.
Wings: Large and strong.
Legs and feet: Legs of medium length. Shanks large and strong.
Plumage: Hard and tight.

Colour

In both sexes:
Eyes: Light blue.
Beak: Orange.
Legs and webs: Bright orange.
Plumage: Pure white.

Weights

Gander 12.7–15.4 kg (28–34 lb)
Goose 10.9–12.7 kg (24–28 lb)

Embden male
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Scale of points

Carriage 12
Head and throat 12
Neck 10
Body 20
Legs and feet 6
Condition 10
Colour 10
Size  20
 100

Faults

Undersize. Plumage other than white. Uneven lobes. Indication of a keel. Dewlap.

GREY BACK
Classifi cation: Medium
Origin: Europe

This breed of goose is of the same type and pattern as the Buff Back except that the 
buff colouring is replaced by grey. Grey and white ‘pied’ geese occur in many parts of 
northern Europe including the UK, where by 1906 these geese had long been known as 
and esteemed as ‘Saddlebacks’ and it has always been a popular colour pattern. This 
breed should not be confused with the Pomeranian, as although in appearance they may 
look similar, the Grey Back is dual-lobed with orange beak and feet.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Almost horizontal.
Head: Fairly broad. Beak medium length, almost straight and stout. Eyes large.
Neck: Medium length, moderately stout and carried upright with little or no indication 
of an arch.
Body: Moderately long, plump, deep and meaty, with no evidence of a keel. Dual-lobed 
paunch.
Tail: Closely folded and carried almost level.
Wings: Rather long, with tips crossing over the tail coverts.
Legs and feet: Lower thighs medium length and plump. Shanks moderately long and 
sturdy.
Plumage: Hard and tight.

Colour

In both sexes:
Head: Grey. Solid grey preferred. A small amount of white around base of beak permis-
sible. Eyes blue. Beak orange.
Neck: Upper section grey (approx. one third preferable), lower white.
Back: Grey in a heart shape, extending from above the scapulars, almost to base of tail, 
each feather with lighter greyish-white edging.
Breast and fl anks: White, except for grey thigh coverts and in some birds this extends 
in a broad band right under the abdomen (preferably without). Each grey feather with 
a lighter greyish-white edging.
Paunch and stern: White.
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Tail: White with some grey.
Wings: White apart from the grey forming a heart-shaped saddle on scapulars and wing 
coverts.
Legs and webs: Orange.

Weights

Gander 8.2–10.0 kg (18–22 lb)
Goose 7.3–9.1 kg (16–20 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head and throat 5
Neck 5
Body 20
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour and markings  35
Size  10
 100

Faults

In both sexes: Uneven markings or white interspersed in the coloured plumage. Very 
unequal division of colour on neck. Single lobe or uneven lobes in paunch.

PILGRIM
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: Europe and UK

This is known as an autosexing breed because the males and females are a different 
colour; the gander is white and the goose grey. Autosexing geese in these colours have 
been found in the USA, the UK, France, parts of northern Europe and Australia. They 
may well have been taken to the Eastern States of the USA by early settlers from Europe. 
Oscar Grow, an expert on waterfowl in the USA, claims to have developed the breed 
in Iowa and when he relocated to Missouri in the Great Depression of the 1930s he 
named the breed Pilgrim in memory of this move. The breed was fi rst standardised in 
the USA in 1939 and in 1999 in the UK.

The Pilgrim has a reputation for being a calm, sweet-tempered and personable bird, 
with good parenting qualities and a fast growth rate.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Above the horizontal, but not upright.
Head: Medium in size, oval, trim. Beak medium in length, straight, stout and smoothly 
attached. Eyes moderately large.
Neck: Medium in length moderately stout, slightly arched.
Body: Moderately long, plump and meaty. Back moderately broad, uniform in width, 
fl at and straight. Breast smooth and without keel. Adult abdomen deep with well bal-
anced dual lobes, free from bagginess.
Tail: Medium in length, closely folded. Carried almost level.
Wings: Strong, well developed, carried neatly to body.
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Legs and feet: Lower thighs medium in length, well fl eshed. Shanks moderately short 
and stout. Toes strong, straight and well webbed.
Plumage: Hard and tight.

Colour

Gander:
Plumage: White, some inconspicuous grey permitted in back, wings and tail. (Some 
breeders allowed grey, to differentiate Pilgrim ganders from other white ganders. If 
present it should be as inconspicuous as possible.)
Eyes: Blue-grey.
Goose:
Head: Light grey, the forepart broken with white, which becomes more extensive with 
age. Some Pilgrim females have the white extending around the eyes forming 
‘spectacles’.
Neck: Light grey, upper portion may be mixed with white in older birds.
Back: Light ash-grey, laced with lighter grey.
Breast: Very light ash-grey, gradually getting lighter as it goes under abdomen, to stern, 
which is white.
Flanks: Soft ash-grey, each feather edged with a lighter shade.
Tail: Ash-grey, heavily edged with a lighter grey approaching white.
Wings: Primaries medium grey, coverts light grey. Secondaries medium grey. Remaining 
coverts light ash-grey edged with light grey.
Eyes: Hazel.
In both sexes:
Beak: Orange.
Legs and webs: Orange.

Weights

Gander 6.3–8.2 kg (14–18 lb)
Goose 5.4–7.3 kg (12–16 lb)

Pilgrim pair
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Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head and throat  10
Neck 5
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour 35
Size  10
 100

Faults

In the goose: White blaze on breast. Complete absence of white on head, or all white 
head. White fl ights.
In the gander: Solid grey features in plumage. Excessive grey dispersed throughout tail 
and wings. Any grey, if present should be inconspicuous.
In both sexes: Flesh- or pink-coloured beak, legs or feet. Single lobe or unbalanced 
paunch. Undersize.

POMERANIAN
Classifi cation: Medium
Origin: Europe

The Pomeranian gets its name from the former Province of Pomerania, which lay on the 
southern coast of the Baltic Sea between the estuaries of the Oder and Vistula rivers. 
This region is now shared between Germany and Poland. The Pomeranian comes in 
three colour varieties, the grey saddleback, grey and the white, but in the UK the grey 
saddleback is the most common and the standardised colour. The Pomeranian was fi rst 
standardised in the 1997 British Poultry Standards.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Nearly horizontal.
Head: Fairly broad, crown somewhat fl at. Beak medium length, stout and almost 
straight. Eyes large and prominent.
Neck: Medium in length, stout and carried upright.
Body: Moderately long, plump, deep and meaty. Back long and slightly convex. Breast 
plump, broad and prominent, no keel. Paunch single lobed, moderately deep and 
broad.
Tail: Short, closely folded, carried nearly level.
Wings: Long with tips crossing over tail coverts, carried high, neatly and smoothly 
folded.
Legs and feet: Lower thighs medium length, plump and nearly covered by ample thigh 
coverts. Shanks moderately long.

Colour

In both sexes:
Head: Solid-coloured dark grey head preferred, but some specimens have white feathers 
around the base of the beak. White under chin is allowed. Eyes blue or brown. Red eye 
ring (cilium). Beak a pink-red to orange-red.
Neck: Upper part (approx. one third) dark grey, lower part white, separated cleanly 
and evenly.
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Back: Dark grey, feathers with light edging, from point above scapulars to near the base 
of tail. This should suggest a heart shape.
Breast and fl anks: White except for grey thigh coverts, grey feathers again light edged. 
In some birds a broad band of grey with light edging extends under abdomen (preferable 
without).
Paunch and stern: White.
Tail: White, but there may be some grey.
Wings: White, but grey heart shape will be on scapulars and neighbouring wing coverts, 
according to extent of grey saddle. Grey feathers light edged.
Legs and feet: Orange-red.

Weights

Gander 8.2–10.9 kg (18–24 lb)
Goose 7.3–9.1 kg (16–20 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head and throat 5
Neck 5
Body 20
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour and markings 35
Size  10
 100

Pomeranian male
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Faults

In both sexes: Dual-lobed paunch. Uneven markings, white interspersed in coloured 
plumage. Very unequal division between the colours on the neck. Keel on breast.

ROMAN
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: Europe

Supposedly the breed of geese which saved Ancient Rome from a night-time attack by 
the Gauls. The geese heard the enemy, and the noise the geese made alerted the guards 
and the Roman citadel was saved.

The Roman is a small cobby goose and was fi rst introduced into UK at the beginning 
of the twentieth century. It was standardised in 1982 edition of British Poultry Stan-
dards. The Roman also occurs in a crested form.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Alert and active. Horizontal outline.
Head: Neat and well rounded. Face deep, beak short and not coarse. Eyes bold.
Neck: Upright, medium length and without gullet. Thickness maintained along its 
length.
Body: Compact and plump, deep and broad and well balanced. Back wide and fl at. 
Breast full and well rounded, somewhat low and without a keel. Stern well rounded, 
paunch not too pronounced and dual lobed.
Tail: Close, long and carried almost horizontally.
Wings: Long, strong, high up and well tucked up to tail line.
Legs and feet: Legs short, light boned and well apart.
Plumage: Sleek and tight.

Colour

In both sexes:
Eyes: Light blue.
Beak: Orange-pink.
Legs and webs: Orange-pink.
Plumage: Pure white.

Weights

Gander 5.4–6.3 kg (12–14 lb)
Goose 4.5–5.4 kg (10–12 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 15
Head and throat 10
Neck 10
Body 25
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour 10
Size  15
 100
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Crested Roman

As for Roman on all points, except for crest, which takes the form of a tuft of feathers, 
placed centrally on top of head. The front edge of the tuft should begin just over the 
back of the eyes. The tuft has been described as a tiny helmet perched on the top of the 
head.

Faults

Excessive weight, coarseness, oversize or undersize. Ranginess, long thin neck. Plumage 
other than white. (Traces of light grey may be present on back and rump feathers of 
yearling females.)

SEBASTOPOL
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: Eastern Europe

The Sebastopol takes its name from the Black Sea port of the same name. They were 
introduced into the UK by the diplomat Lord Dufferin in 1860, when he was sent to 
sort out problems in countries surrounding the Black Sea. Sebastopol geese occur widely 
in these areas and around the Danube and its tributaries.

The Sebastopol is unique and instantly recognisable in that it has curled, soft quilled 
feathers. There are two forms of the Sebastopol: the Smooth Breasted, which has normal 
feathers on head, neck, breast and abdomen, with long curled feathers trailing from 
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wings, back and tail; the Curly Breasted has a more pronounced curl to the feathers, 
which also cover the breast and abdomen, as well as the back, wings and tail. The Curly 
Breasted was standardised in the UK as ‘Frizzle’ in 1982 and the Smooth Breasted in 
1997.

Overall type (shape): male and female

The curly breasted
Carriage: Horizontal.
Head: Neat, beak of medium length. Eyes large and prominent.
Neck: Medium length and carried upright.
Body: The body appears round because of the full feathering. Back medium length, but 
looks short, because the long feathers give the body a rounded ball appearance. Breast 
full and deep, without keel. Paunch neat or dual lobed in older birds, not heavy or 
sagging.
Tail: Made up of long, well curled feathers.
Wings: Feathers long, well curled and fl exible. They make the bird incapable of fl ight 
because they are without stiff shafts.
Legs and feet: Lower thighs short, but stout, each covered with curled feathers. Shanks 
short and stout.
Plumage: Only feathers of head and upper neck smooth. Feathers on lower neck, 
breast and remainder of body profusely curly. Feathers of wings and back should be 
long (the longer, the better), well curled and free from stiff shafts. Birds of good stock 
and in good condition should display back and wing feathers that almost touch the 
ground.

Sebastopol female
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The smooth breasted
Carriage: Horizontal.
Head: As Curly Breasted.
Neck: As Curly Breasted.
Body: Comparatively short. Back wide, well rounded, sloping gently from shoulders to 
tail. Breast smooth, full and rounded, without keel. Paunch neat or dual lobed in older 
birds, not heavy or sagging.
Tail: Short, held closed, carried horizontally or slightly elevated.
Wings: Feathers loosely curled, falling to the ground. The shafts are soft and fl exible.
Legs and feet: Thighs short and strong. Shanks short and stout.
Plumage: The feathers of the head, neck, breast, belly and paunch smooth. Feathers of 
back, saddle, shoulders, wings and thighs are broad, extended in length, profuse, loosely 
curled and spiralled, falling over wings and rump, often trailing on the ground. The tail 
feathers are set rather unevenly and slightly ‘waved’. The plumage should obscure the 
legs and feet from view.

Colour

The white (Curly or Smooth)
In both sexes:
Eyes: Bright blue.
Beak: Orange-pink.
Legs and webs: Orange-pink.
Plumage: Pure white (traces of light grey on back and rump of yearling females 
allowed).

The buff (Curly or Smooth)
In both sexes:
Eyes: Brown.
Beak: Orange-pink.
Legs and webs: Orange-pink.
Plumage: Even buff.

Weights

Gander 5.4–6.3 kg (12–14 lb)
Goose 4.5–5.4 kg (10–12 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 15
Head and throat 5
Neck 5
Body 10
Legs and feet 5
Condition and feathering  40
Colour 10
Size  10
 100

Faults

Angel wings. Silky plumage on the back of the Curly Breasted variety. Plumage other 
than white in the white.

Sebastopol 373



SHETLAND
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: Great Britain

This is a small, hardy autosexing breed from Britain’s most northerly isles. The breed 
is a very old breed and was used locally by crofters to reduce the burden of liver fl uke 
that was rife in the wet, marshy land, liver fl uke being the enemy of livestock, especially 
sheep. The geese lay a clutch of eggs before sitting, laying up to 20 when managed well, 
and they make a meaty carcase.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Only slightly above the horizontal, but not upright.
Head: Neat, not coarse. Eyes moderately large. Bill short, straight and stout.
Neck: Medium length, moderately stout and straight.
Body: Relatively short, giving the impression of a neat, cobby bird. Back broad, slightly 
convex. Body deep and well balanced. Single lobed.
Tail: Medium in length, closely folded, carried nearly level.
Wings: Long with tips crossing over the tail coverts.
Legs and feet: Thighs medium length, plump and nearly concealed by ample thigh 
coverts. Shanks moderately long and rather refi ned, yet sturdy.
Plumage: Hard and tight.

Colour

Gander:
Plumage: Pure white throughout. Occasional grey feathers possible on the back of 
juvenile males.
Goose:
Head and neck: The head is predominantly white with a little grey, which extends 
partway down the neck, the white becoming more extensive in older birds. White feath-
ers may be mixed with the grey. Eyes blue. Bill pink.
Back: Small centre back feathers grey.
Breast and fl anks: White. Thigh coverts grey, light edged.
Tail: Mainly white with grey in central feathers.
Wings: Primaries, secondaries and tertiaries normally white, with grey scapulars and 
coverts forming the saddleback. The amount of grey feathers varies, but should not 
extend into the neck area. The grey feathers are laced with a paler shade.
Legs and webs: Pink.

Weights

Gander 5.5–6.4 kg (12–14 lb)
Goose 4.5–5.5 kg (10–12 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head and throat 15
Neck 5
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour 25
Size  15
 100
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Faults

Wrong shape or colour of beak. Oversize.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In the goose: Over- or under-marking in the grey.

SKÅNE
Classifi cation: Heavy
Origin: Swedish

The Skåne Goose or Skånegås (Swedish) is descended from birds (probably Pomeranian 
types) brought home from Germany by Swedish soldiers in the 1700s. These birds were 
mixed with other Swedish breeds and the Skåne was the result. Primarily adopted as 
the farmers’ goose, they mature within 6 months in time for the national ‘Goose Day’ 
on November 10th. The Skåne Goose has fi ne meat qualities (skin and meat white), is 
very easy to fatten, fast growing and robust. It has a lovely temperament. It lays few 
eggs (weight 150 g) and is strongly inclined to sit.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Above the horizontal.
Head: Fairly strong, powerful and well shaped. Bill medium thick.
Neck: Medium length, round upright and quite thick with the upper part bent 
forward.
Body: Strong, well built and rounded. Back medium length, wide and slightly rounded 
when viewed from the side; convex line from base of neck to tail. Breast broad, deep 
and rounded when viewed from the front, with no keel showing. Belly broad and not 
too deep, round and single lobed.
Tail: Short and with stiff feathering.
Wings: Big, strong and tight to body. Round sided.
Legs and feet: Thighs fairly short, strong and round. Shanks fairly strong and well set 
apart; fairly short.
Plumage: Feathering short and tight to the body.

Colour

In both sexes:
Head and neck: Head brownish-grey with a white ring around the base of the bill. Neck 
is between a third and a quarter brownish-grey with the remainder white – this should 
be well defi ned. Eyes small, blue-grey. Bill orange-yellow with fl esh-coloured bean.
Body: White with a well defi ned and rounded brownish-grey feather patch on the back. 
Similarly there is well defi ned brownish-grey feathering on the thighs although this 
should be a softer hazy colour with the wing as the upper limit. Both back and thigh 
patches should show light grey edges on the feather.
Tail: White with a dark brownish-grey band and a white edge.
Wings: White.
Legs and webs: Pinkish-orange.

Weights

Gander 11–14 kg (24–31 lb)
Goose 9–11 kg (20–24 lb)
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Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head and throat 10
Neck 5
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour 20
Size  25
 100

Faults

Poor type. Dual lobes (older males and laying females will tend to show more paunch). 
Poor and irregular colour defi nition. Grey on lower part of neck.

STEINBACHER
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: Central–East Germany (Region of Thuringia)

Often known as a fi ghting goose, the Steinbacher is probably no more aggressive than 
any other breed, especially in the breeding season, when all ganders will protect their 
group. They come from the local geese of Thuringia crossed with Chinese at the end of 
the nineteenth century, and developed into a distinct breed described in ‘Thüringer 
Gefl ügelzüchter’, which was standardised in Germany in 1932, but it did not appear in 
the British Poultry Standards until 1997. It has rapidly grown in popularity in the UK 
due to the blue and lavender colour varieties, which are found in this country. In Europe 
it is available in grey, blue, lavender cream and buff varieties.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Proud stature, fairly upright.
Head: Distinctive shape, with strong, slightly convex beak joining head in a continuous 
curve to back of head. No sign of knob or dewlap. Eyes large.
Neck: Straight, strong and upright. Medium length.
Body: Slightly stocky. Back strong, wide and slightly sloping downwards to tail. Breast 
wide and full. Abdomen wide and full, in young birds paunch should be absent, but in 
older birds a neat, even paunch is allowed.
Tail: Short, pointed and carried level.
Wings: Long, tightly carried.
Legs and feet: Medium length, shanks and thighs strong.
Plumage: Smooth, but not too sleek.

Colour

The blue
In both sexes:
Eyes: Dark brown, framed with a narrow orange-yellow outer eye ring (cilium).
Beak: Black bean at tip and distinct black serrations, the remainder bright orange.
Legs and webs: Bright orange.
Plumage: Light greyish blue colour to head, neck, breast, back, wings and thighs. 
Slightly darker shade from top of head, down back of neck. Feathers of shoulders wings 
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and thighs show sharp, light, but not too wide edging. Abdomen and back silver-blue. 
Tail feathers grey with white edging. Stern white.

The grey
In both sexes:
Markings and colour pattern as the blue, but plumage colour dark grey.

Weights

Gander 6.0–7.0 kg (13–15 lb)
Goose 5.0–6.0 kg (11–13 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 20
Head and throat 20
Neck 5
Body 10
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour 20
Size  10
 100

Steinbacher male
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Faults

In both sexes: Body too heavy. Thin neck. Sign of knob or dewlap. Lack of black ser-
rations or black bean on beak. Beak or serration colour other than stated. Feather edging 
absent. Leg colour other than bright orange. Uneven or lop-sided paunch. Dish-shaped 
beak. Dark grey (other than in Grey variety) or brown in plumage.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: Black lines down top of beak.

TOULOUSE
Classifi cation: Heavy
Origin: France

As suggested by its name the Toulouse originated and was developed in the 
Toulouse region of France. It was bred for meat and was also famous for the production 
of pâté de foie gras. A large, heavy bird was the result of all this breeding for meat and 
because of this the Toulouse became sought after, being brought to the UK in the early 
1840s, by the then President of the Zoological Society, the 13th Earl of Derby. The 
Toulouse and Embden were the fi rst breeds of geese to be standardised in the UK in 
1865.

The Toulouse was also exported to the USA, and British and American breeders were 
responsible for further increasing the size of the breed and accentuating some of its fea-
tures to produce a bird which has a slightly different appearance from European-bred 
Toulouse.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Almost horizontal.
Head: Strong, massive and round. Beak strong, fairly short, slightly convex upper beak 
(culmen). Eyes full.
Neck: Long and thick. A pendulous, well developed dewlap extends in folds from the 
base of the lower beak (mandible) down the upper neck.
Body: Long, broad and deep. Back slightly curved from neck to the tail. Breast promi-
nent, deep and full. The keel straight from stern to paunch, increasing in width to the 
stern and forming a straight underline. The keel on the breast is balanced by muscular 
supports on either side, which spread along the lower ribs, giving a fullness to the breast. 
Paunch dual lobed, well rounded, full and even. Stern wide, rising almost straight to 
tail.
Tail: Short, carried high and well spread.
Wings: Large and strong.
Legs and feet: Legs short. Shanks stout and strong boned (legs concealed by thigh 
coverts).
Plumage: Full and fairly soft.

Colour

The grey
In both sexes:
Head and neck: Grey, with a slightly darker shade from top of head down back of neck. 
Eyes dark brown or hazel. Orange outer eye ring (cilium).
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Beak: Orange.
Body: Breast and keel a fairly light grey, shading darker to thighs. Back grey. Each 
feather having a light edging. This edging is more pronounced on thigh coverts. Paunch, 
stern and tail white, but tail also has a broad band of grey across centre.
Wings: Primaries grey, secondaries darker grey with light edging. Primary coverts light 
grey, remaining coverts lighter grey with light edging.
Legs and webs: Orange or pink-orange.

The buff
As the grey in all respects, except buff colour plumage instead of grey. Eye, beak, leg 
and web colour as the grey.

The white
As the grey in all respects, except pure white plumage instead of grey, blue eyes, and 
orange beak, legs and webs.

Weights

Gander 11.8–13.6 kg (26–30 lb)
Goose 9.1–10.9 kg (20–24 lb)

Toulouse male
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Scale of points

Carriage 15
Head and throat 15
Neck 5
Body 20
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour 10
Size  20
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Dropped, angel or cut wings. Dropped tongue.

Faults

In both sexes: Twisted keel. Patches of black or white in plumage. White fl ights.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: Narrow white line around base of beak in young birds. Hollows in front 
of legs.

WEST OF ENGLAND
Classifi cation: Medium
Origin: England

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Slightly sloping.
Head: Neat, not coarse. Beak medium sized, straight and stout. Eyes moderately 
large.
Neck: Medium length, quite stout, with a slight arch.
Body: Moderately long. Body deep. Paunch full, dual-lobed. Back broad, slightly convex. 
Wings long with tips crossing over the tail coverts. Tail medium length, carried 
horizontally.
Legs and feet: Thighs medium length, plump and nearly concealed by ample thigh 
coverts, shanks moderately long.
Plumage: Hard and tight.

Colour

Gander:
Plumage: Pure white or with traces of grey on the back and fl ight feathers.
Goose:
Head and neck: Front of head white, the rest grey, the grey extending down the neck, 
where white feathers may be mixed with the grey. The amount of white on the head 
increases with age.
Back: Small centre back feathers grey.
Breast and fl anks: White, apart from thigh coverts which are grey laced with light 
edging.
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Tail: Grey and white.
Wings: Primaries, secondaries and tertiaries normally white, with grey scapulars and 
coverts forming the saddleback. The amount of grey feathers varies, but should not 
extend into the neck area. The grey feathers are laced with a paler shade.
In both sexes:
Eyes: Blue. Beak: Orange.
Legs and webs: Orange or pink.

Weights

Gander 7.3–9.1 kg (16–20 lb)
Goose 6.3–8.2 kg (14–18 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head and throat 10
Neck 5
Body 20
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour 20
Size  20
 100

West of England pair
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Crested West of England

As for West of England on all points, except for crest, which takes the form of a tuft 
of feathers, placed centrally on top of head. The front edge of the tuft should begin just 
over the back of the eyes.

Faults

In both sexes: Undersize. Pink beak. Uneven lobes to paunch. Misshapen pupil.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In the goose: Insuffi cient grey, especially in the head and neck; over-marking in the grey, 
extending up the neck or onto the secondaries and spoiling the saddleback marking.
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Ducks

ABACOT RANGER
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: Great Britain

The Abacot Ranger was one of many breeds developed from (or crossed with) Indian 
Runners. Starting with ‘sports’ from khaki Campbells, themselves originally the products 
of Runner crosses, Mr Oscar Gray of Abacot Duck Ranch, near Colchester, mated their 
offspring to a white Indian Runner drake. The eventual results were ‘light drakes of 
Khaki carriage and type with dark hoods, and white ducks with blue fl ight bars and 
fawn or grey hoods’. This development was begun in 1917 and the Wye College Duck 
Laying Test of 1922–3 indicates a very successful outcome: the breed came top with 
935 eggs in the four bird section.

Originally called the ‘Hooded Ranger’, this breed almost died out in this country. 
Imported into Germany via Denmark in 1926, it was ‘stabilised’ as a colour form by 
H. Lieker, whence it acquired the name ‘Liekers Streifere’ (Lieker’s Ranger or Scout). 
In 1934 it was eventually standardised under the name of Streicher-Ente (Ranger Duck). 
Later standardised by the BWA in 1987, the modern Abacot Ranger owes both its sur-
vival and written standard to the work done in Germany.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Slightly erect, alert and busy.
Head: Well rounded with a slightly raised brow. Bill medium length, rising in a gentle 
curve to the brow; should not be wedge-shaped.
Neck: Medium length, not too thin and only slightly curved, becoming thicker at the 
base and joining smoothly at the body.
Body: Longish, well rounded but not too full, and without any keel. The almost straight 
back runs approximately parallel to the underside.
Tail: Only slightly elevated.
Wings: Tight, held close to the body.
Legs and feet: Legs medium length.
Plumage: Tight and glossy.

Colour

Drake:
Head and neck: Black with green lustre, terminated above the shoulder by a completely 
encircling white ring, dividing in a sharp clean line the neck and breast colours. Eyes: 
Dark brown. Bill: Olive-green with black bean.
Back: Upper back feathers white, fi nely stippled with black and fringed with white. 
Lower down the back the stippling becomes heavier, each feather preferably fringed 
with white, until solid black with green lustre on the rump. Black ‘sex-curls’ may also 
be tipped with white.



Abacot Ranger male

Abacot Ranger female
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Breast, neck base and shoulders: Claret edged with white.
Flanks, underbody and stern: Silvery-white to cream (a white ground colour being 
preferable). A little of the breast colour extending along the upper fl ank.
Tail: Brownish-black, the whole bordered with white. Undertail black, fi nishing neatly 
and not running into the stern and fl ank colour.
Wings:
Primaries silvery-white with a slightly iridescent dark grey overlay.
Secondaries (speculum) bluish-green tipped with distinct black then white bars.
Greater coverts dark grey with well defi ned white rim.
Outer scapulars and tertiaries as the breast with wider silver-white edging.
Smaller coverts white feathers fi nely stippled with black (giving the impression of grey), 
and fringed with white.
Underwing creamy-white.
Leg and webs: Orange.
Duck:
Head and neck: Fawn (a deeper shade in young females) with the brow and crown 
clearly marked with darker graining. There is a sharp division between the neck and 
upper white of the breast colour. Eyes: Dark brown. Bill: Dark slate tinged with 
green.
Lower back: Light fawn with darker central streak. Rump fawnish-grey with brown 
tips giving the impression of a triangular pattern.
Upper breast, lower neck, shoulders and fl anks: Lightly streaked with light brown on 
a creamy-white ground.
Lower breast, underbody and stern: Creamy-white.
Tail: Fawn, edged with cream.
Wings:
Primaries and speculum as the drake.
Scapulars and tertiaries creamy-fawn with brown fl ecks.
Greater coverts dark grey with well defi ned white rim.
Smaller coverts dark fawn edged with cream.
The creamy-white ground colour in the bird to prevail.
Underwing creamy-white.
Legs and webs: As dark grey as possible.

Weights

Drake 2.3–2.5 kg (5–5.5 lb)
Duck 2.0–2.3 kg (4.5–5 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck  15
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 35
Size 10
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Absent or bronze specula; presence of a keel.
In the drake: Brown head; broken, too wide or absent neck ring
In the duck: Mallard eyestripes; white head colour; yellow bill.
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Faults

In the drake: Too dark a ground colour; breast colour running too low into body or 
lacking white edging; blue bill.
In the duck: Absence of graining or streaking; dark ground colour.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In the duck: Coarse or black graining on the head.

AYLESBURY
Classifi cation: Heavy
Origin: Great Britain

The Aylesbury derives its name from the town of Aylesbury in Buckinghamshire, where 
it was bred as a white table duck in the eighteenth century and used in increasingly large 
numbers to supply the London market. The white plumage was valued for quilt fi lling 
and the pale skin contributed an attractive carcass. This light colouration is evident in 
the pink bill colour that continues to be a key characteristic of the breed.

The Aylesbury was a leading waterfowl exhibit in the fi rst National Poultry Show 
held at the London Zoological Gardens in June 1845. This was the beginning of live 
poultry exhibitions, and it was the Victorian stress on size that led to the development 
of the modern Aylesbury with its pronounced keel and long, pink bill. It was stan-
dardised in 1865.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Horizontal, the keel parallel to and touching the ground when the bird is 
standing at rest.
Head: Strong and powerful, with eyes near the top of the skull. Eyes full. Bill long, 
broad and wedge-shaped. When viewed from the side the outline is almost straight from 
the top of the skull, the head and bill measuring from 15 to 20 cm (6 to 8 inches).
Neck: Medium length, slightly curved.
Body: Long, broad and keel very deep. Back straight, sloping slightly from shoulders 
to tail. Breast full and prominent. Keel straight from breast to stern.
Wings: Strong and carried closely to the sides, fairly high but not touching across the 
saddle.
Tail: Short, only slightly elevated.
Legs and feet: Legs very strong, the bones thick, set to balance a level carriage.
Plumage: Bright and glossy.

Colour

In both sexes:
Eyes: Blue.
Bill: Flesh-pink.
Legs and webs: Bright orange.
Plumage: White, resembling satin.

Weights

Drake 4.5–5.4 kg (10–12 lb)
Duck 4.1–5 0 kg (9–11 lb)
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Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck  25
Body 20
Legs and feet 5
Colour 10
Size 20
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

Plumage other than white. Bill other than fl esh pink. Lack of keel.

Faults

In the drake: Any black on the bill.
In both sexes: Primary feathers protruding above the rump. Thin neck.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In the duck: Black on the bill.

BALI
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: East Indies

Aylesbury male
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Originally imported from Malaysia in 1925, these ducks take their name from Bali, an 
island east of Java where they were indigenous. Originally standardised in 1930, the 
breed has recently been re-created in Britain (in the 1990s) by crossing crested ducks 
with Indian Runners.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Upright and active (as Indian Runner).
Head: Fine, resembling that of the Indian Runner, but slightly more rounded over the 
skull, and with a small, single, globular crest on the rear of the head.
Neck: Slim, fairly long, smoothly attached to the shoulders.
Body: Slim and cylindrical with not too much shoulder. Similar to that of the Indian 
Runner, but with more prominent front, giving the Bali a somewhat heavier 
appearance.
Wings: Held tight to the body.
Tail: In line with the back.
Legs and feet: Legs strong, set well to the rear of the body to give the upright 
carriage.
Plumage: Tight and hard.

Colour

The white
In both sexes:
Plumage: Pure white.

White Bali female
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Eyes: Blue.
Bill: Orange-yellow.
Legs and webs: Orange.

The coloured
Any colour is permitted but attention should be paid to symmetry of markings.

Weights

Drake 2.3 kg (5 lb)
Duck 1.8 kg (4 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 20
Head, bill and neck  30 (this includes 10 points for the crest)
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 10
Size 10
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Any spinal deformity, in particular twisted or kinked neck. Twisted bill. 
Wry tail.

Faults

In both sexes: Split, slipped, exaggerated or uneven crest; crest that interferes with the 
eyes; weeping eyes. Domed head. Short body; not upright in carriage; thick shoulders 
or too heavy body reminiscent of the Crested.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: Wrong bill or leg colour in whites.

BLACK EAST INDIAN
Classifi cation: Bantam
Origin: Uncertain; probably America

First standardised in Britain in 1865, the Black East Indian Duck shares its colour with 
the North American Cayuga. This bantam duck was alleged to have been imported to 
Britain by the Earl of Derby in about 1850. However, evidence suggests that it had been 
already in the possession of the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) since 1831, the 
same year that the 13th Earl of Derby was elected President of the ZSL. At this time it 
was known as the ‘Buenos Ayres’ duck, but there seems to be no evidence that South 
America or the East Indies were the places of origin. It has been known as ‘Labrador’, 
‘Brazilian’, ‘Buenos Aires’ and eventually ‘Black East Indie’, the former being perhaps 
the most appropriate geographically.

There is speculation that the black gene may have arrived via a close relative of the 
northern mallard, the American black duck (Anas rubripes). This is the bold assertion 
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of early historians of the Cayuga, and it seems equally applicable to the Black East 
Indian. The drakes tend to retain their black plumage but the females develop patches 
of white as they get older. Impure black birds can show elements of brown pencilling, 
especially under the wings and throat.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Lively and only slightly elevated.
Head: Neat and round, with high skull. Bill medium length and fairly broad. Eyes 
full.
Neck: Medium length.
Body: Compact. Breast round and prominent.
Tail: Very slightly elevated.
Wings: Strong, closely folded, carried high enough to allow wing tips contact over the 
back.
Legs and feet: Legs medium length.
Plumage: Smooth, close and glossy.

Colour

In both sexes:
Plumage: Black with a beetle-green lustre over as much of the plumage surface as 
possible.
Underwing: Coverts black with green lustre; main feathers very dark grey.
Eyes: Brown; as dark as possible.
Bill: Black.
Legs and webs: As black as possible.

Black East Indian male
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Weights

Drake 0.9 kg (2 lb)
Duck 0.7–0.8 kg (1.5–1.75 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck  15
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 30
Size 15
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Yellow bill; white spot under the bill. Elements of brown pencilling, 
especially on underwing and throat; brown or conspicuous white in the plumage, includ-
ing the underwing.

Faults

In both sexes: Purple lustre. Green Bill. Over-size. Shallow or narrow boat-shaped body. 
Pronounced, rounded body as a Call duck. Over-long or fl attened bill with exaggerated 
serrations (‘fi sh billed’).
In the duck: Orange in the legs and feet.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: Grey or olive tip on the bill.

BLUE SWEDISH
Classifi cation: Heavy
Origin: Europe

Blue ducks emerged in northern Europe during the nineteenth century in various breeds. 
Two of the most popular, the Blue Swedish and the Pomeranian (Pomern), were devel-
oped near the Baltic shores of what is now modern Germany and Poland. Both of these 
breeds have characteristics in common: both have bibs and are blue, but the Blue Swedish 
has some white primaries. A pair of exhibition Blues will produce a proportion of blue, 
black, and splashed offspring.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: From 20–25° above the horizontal. Lively and alert.
Head: Oval, bold. Eyes full. Bill medium length, joining the skull in a smooth line.
Neck: Medium length, only slightly curved.
Body: Round, plump, deep; without keel. Breast full. Abdomen free of bulkiness; stern 
full and rounded. Back fl at, straight, about 50% longer than broad.
Tail: Slightly elevated.
Wings: Strong, compact and carried close to the body.
Legs and feet: Thighs well fl eshed. Legs medium length; set a little back from centre.
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Colour

Head: In the drake, dark blue with greenish lustre. In the duck, dark blue.
Eyes: Brown.
Bill: In the drake blue preferred to green. In the duck, slate-blue.
In both sexes: Body plumage a uniform shade of slate-blue, strongly laced with a darker 
shade of this blue throughout except for an unbroken, tear-drop shaped white ‘bib’ 
(about 7.5 × 10 cm [3 × 4 in] in extent in the drake; 5.0 × 7.5 cm [2 × 3 in] in the duck) 
upon the lower neck and upper breast. Wings same as body colour, except that the two 
outer primaries in each should be white. Speculum as inconspicuous as possible. Under-
wing blue-grey.
Legs and webs: Orange-black in drake, blue-brown in the duck. Irregular paler mark-
ings are permitted.

Weights

Drake 3.6 kg (8 lb)
Duck 3.2 kg (7 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck  15
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 30
Size 15
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Russet tinge in plumage. Complete lack of bib.

Faults

In both sexes: Lack of size. Visible keel. White bib extending on to belly. Indication of 
iridescent speculum. Thin neck. Wings meeting over back. More than four white 
primaries.
In the duck: Paler underbody.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: Incorrect number of white primaries. Black and green fl ecks in plumage. 
White bib extending to lower mandible.

CALL
Classifi cation: Bantam
Origin: Uncertain, probably Holland

While known as Call Ducks nowadays, they have been referred to as Decoys or Coys 
in the past. Francis Willughby who toured The Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland and 
Italy between 1663 and 1666 observed how wildfowlers in Holland fi tted ponds with 
channels and nets prior to stocking them with Coy ducks to entice and entrap wildfowl. 
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He noticed that some Coy Ducks were free winged, but others were pinioned. A painting 
by Melchior d’Hondecoeter (1635–1695), featuring what appears to be well grown Call 
ducklings in the foreground, seems to back this evidence that they existed in Holland 
in the seventeenth century.

Trapping wildfowl went on in Britain also, with wildfowlers deploying tame or semi-
tame ducks to entice their wild relatives. Reverend Edmund Saul Dixon MA revealed in 
his book Ornamental and Domestic Poultry, written in 1848, that a much smaller race 
of white ducks had been imported from Holland and that their chief merit, indicated 
by the title Call Duck, consisted in their incessant loquacity. He went on to state that 
the management of decoys was as well understood in Norfolk as anywhere and that the 
trained Decoy ducks there resembled the wild Mallard. While these wild coloured trai-
tors aroused no suspicion the imported conspicuous Dutchmen excited fatal attention 
and curiosity. The white Call Ducks had a yellow orange bill unlike the Aylesbury’s, 
which was fl esh coloured. Harrison Weir’s Our Poultry published in 1902, in quoting 
from Johnson’s Dictionary, i.e. ‘To decoy, v.a. (from Koey, Dutch, a cage), to entrap, 
to draw into’, aptly described why these diminutive ducks were employed.

When the fi rst Standard of Excellence in Exhibition Poultry was compiled in 1865 
two colour varieties of Calls were standardised – the white and the grey (the latter 
becoming known as the ‘brown’ before being largely termed ‘mallard’ at the present 
time).

By the mid 1880s, Mandarins (Aix galericulata) and Carolinas (Aix sponsa) had 
become more popular with exhibitors and Calls were relegated to just the odd exhibit 
or two being shown in ornamental duck or drake classes. This state of affairs lasted for 
over a century until the Call’s popularity really took off and 300 plus Call Ducks could 
be seen at larger shows, which is the case today. From 1971 onwards, additional colour 
varieties have been standardised.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Horizontal, without tipping forward or being too upright.
Type: Body small and compact, short, broad and deep.
Head: Neat and round, with high crown, Full cheeks. Bill short, maximum length 3.1 cm 
(11–4  in.), and broad, set squarely into the face. Eyes full, round and alert.
Neck: Short and thick.
Legs and feet: Legs short, set midway along the body. Feet straight and webbed.

Self colour varieties

Black
Plumage of both sexes: Uniform black all over, except head and neck may have some 
lustrous green sheen.
In both sexes: Bill black, green or grey tip acceptable with age; eyes dark brown; legs 
preferably black, but some orange pigment accepted.
Faults in both sexes: Any markings other than black; any evidence of purple or brown 
sheen or lacing; grey markings on bill of young birds; dark brown legs and/or feet.

Chocolate
Plumage of both sexes: Uniform chocolate, except for the drake’s head which is lustrous 
dark chocolate.

In both sexes: Bill dark brown with dark bean; eyes brown; legs chocolate with darker 
shading on feet.
Faults in both sexes: White feathers anywhere; rust-coloured feathers; uneven ground 
colour (mealiness).
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Grey (mallard) Call male

Grey (mallard) Call female
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White
Plumage of both sexes: Pure white all over.
In both sexes: Bill bright orange-yellow; eyes blue.
Faults in the drake: Any black on bill.
Minor faults (to be discouraged) in both sexes: Flesh-coloured bill; wrong eye colour, 
e.g. brown; any coloured feathers, e.g. black; sappy-yellow in plumage.
Minor faults (to be discouraged) in the duck: Any black on bill.

Mallard varieties
Mallard (or grey)
Drake:
Head and neck: Iridescent green with white collar almost encircling the neck. Bill green 
with dark bean.
Breast: Rich claret, clearly defi ned with no white fringing.
Flanks and underbody: Light grey, stippled with dark grey, with narrow white strip 
across abdomen forming boundary between underbody and undertail.
Back: Grey, shading to black towards rump.
Rump and undertail: Black with green sheen.
Tail: Grey, darker towards centre.
Wings: Primaries grey. Scapulars grey, with bronze tinge to outer edge. Tertiaries grey, 
shading to rich claret on outer edges next to speculum.
Legs: Orange.
Duck:
Head and neck: Golden-brown with dark brown eyestripes. Dark brown graining on 
crown and down back of neck. Plain, light brown throat. Bill dark orange with brown 
saddle and dark bean.
Breast, fl anks, underbody, back, rump and undertail: Golden-brown pencilled with dark 
brown.
Tail: Light golden-brown irregularly marked with dark brown.
Wings: Primaries brownish-slate. Scapulars golden-brown pencilled with dark brown. 
Tertiaries dark brown fi nely laced with off-white.
Legs: Orange with darker webs.
In both sexes:
Wings: Speculum iridescent blue, edged with black then white. Wing bar white then 
black.
Eyes: Brown.
Faults:
In both sexes: White primaries.
In the drake: Absence of white collar.
In the duck: Evidence of white neck ring.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: Lack of iridescence on speculum; incorrect speculum colour.
In the drake: White ring completely encircling the neck; white fringing on breast; white 
under chin; undefi ned edges to breast colour; spreading of breast colour onto shoulder 
or underbody; any white feathers on head, throat, rump or under tail; lack of iridescence 
on head, rump and undertail. White strip across abdomen over-extending, i.e. upwards 
on to back.
In the duck: Ground colour too dark; throat and/or eye markings too pale or whitish; 
lack of eyestripes; lack of/excess graining on crown and/or neck; excess dark brown 
pencilling on back feathers, i.e. mossy backed; lack of any pencilling on back feathers; 
indistinct pencilling on scapulars.
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Pied mallard (pied grey)
(Note: coloured feathers as in mallard, with variations in amount of pied (white) mark-
ings allowed, symmetry of markings highly preferable. White areas often more extensive 
in the duck.)
Drake:
Head: Iridescent green with white surround at base of bill and white line starting at 
rear of eyes and encircling back of head. Wide white ring completely encircling the neck. 
Bill light yellow with greenish tinge and dark bean.
Breast: Rich claret, clearly defi ned with no white fringing.
Flanks and underbody: Light grey, stippled with dark grey, may include white markings 
especially behind the legs.
Back: Grey, shading to black towards rump.
Rump and undertail: Black with green sheen.
Tail: Grey, darker towards centre but may be white.
Wings: Scapulars grey, with bronze tinge to outer edge. Tertiaries grey, shading to rich 
claret on outer edges next to speculum but may be white.
Duck:
Head: Golden-brown with dark brown eyestripes and graining on crown, white sur-
round at base of bill and white line starting at rear of eyes and encircling back of head. 
Wide white ring completely encircling neck. Bill yellow with light brown saddle and 
dark bean.
Breast, back and rump: Golden-brown pencilled with dark brown.
Flanks, underbody and undertail: Golden-brown pencilled with dark brown, may 
include white especially behind legs.
Tail: Light golden-brown irregularly marked with dark brown but may be white.
Wings: Scapulars golden-brown pencilled with dark brown. Tertiaries dark brown fi nely 
laced with off-white but may be white.
In both sexes:
Wings: Primaries white. Speculum iridescent blue, edged with black then white. Wing 
bar white then black.
Eyes: Brown.
Legs: Orange.
Faults:
In the drake: Absence of white neck ring.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: Lack of white markings; white cheeks; lack of speculum; lack of irides-
cence on speculum; incorrect speculum colour; lack of symmetry in markings.
In the drake: White fringing on breast; undefi ned edges to breast colour; spreading of 
breast colour onto shoulder or underbody; lack of iridescence on head, rump and 
undertail.
In the duck: Ground colour too dark; eye markings too pale; lack of eyestripes; excess 
dark brown pencilling on back feathers, i.e. mossy backed; lack of any pencilling on 
back feathers; indistinct pencilling on scapulars.

Dusky mallard (or dusky grey)
Drake:
Head and neck: Iridescent green. Bill green with dark bean.
Breast, fl anks and underbody: Light grey, fi nely stippled with dark grey.
Back: Dark grey-brown, shading to black towards rump.
Rump and undertail: Black with some green sheen.
Tail: Grey-brown, darker towards centre.
Wings: Primaries grey-brown. Underwing coverts pearly blue-grey. Scapulars dark grey, 
with brown tinge on outer edge. Tertiaries grey-brown.
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Duck:
Head and neck: Dark golden-brown heavily and evenly fl ecked with very dark brown, 
dark fl ecks on crown show a little iridescence. No eyestripes. Bill dark orange with dark 
saddle and bean.
Breast, fl anks, underbody, rump, undertail and scapulars: Dark golden-brown pencilled 
with dark brown.
Back: Dark golden-brown broadly pencilled with dark brown.
Tail: Dark golden-brown irregularly marked with dark brown.
Wings: Primaries dull chocolate-brown. Tertiaries dull chocolate-brown fi nely laced 
with off-white.
In both sexes:
Wings: Speculum sooty-grey with slight iridescence and a fi ne off-white line on leading 
edge of each feather. Wing bar whitish-grey.
Eyes: Brown.
Legs: Dull orange.
Faults:
In both sexes: White primaries; evidence of white neck ring.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: White under chin; highly iridescent speculum; incorrect speculum colour; 
underwing coverts any colour other than pearly blue-grey, e.g. white.
In the drake: Signs of bib; any white feathers on head, throat or under tail; lack of iri-
descence on head, rump and undertail.
In the duck: Loss of ground colour and pencilling; evidence of eyestripes; excess dark 
brown pencilling on back feathers, i.e. mossy backed; lack of any pencilling on back 
feathers; indistinct pencilling on scapulars.

Dilute mallard varieties
(Note: it is considered that these have a dilute ‘mallard’ colour pattern, i.e. having the 
same pattern but in a paler colour; the blue fawn deriving from the mallard, and the 
apricot from the blue fawn.)

Blue fawn
Drake:
Head and neck: Lustrous charcoal-blue with white collar almost encircling the neck. 
Bill green with dark bean.
Breast: Claret, clearly defi ned with no white fringing.
Flanks and underbody: Light grey, stippled with charcoal-blue, with narrow white strip 
across abdomen forming boundary between underbody and undertail.
Back: Blue-grey, shading to charcoal-blue towards rump.
Rump and undertail: Charcoal-blue.
Tail: Blue-grey, darker towards centre.
Wings: Scapulars light grey, stippled with charcoal-blue. Tertiaries smoke-grey, shading 
to claret on outer edges next to speculum.
Legs: Orange.
Duck:
Head and neck: Fawn with charcoal-blue eyestripes and graining on crown, cheeks light 
fawn and plain light fawn throat. Bill orange-brown with brown saddle and dark 
bean.
Breast: Fawn, fl ecked with blue-grey.
Flanks, underbody and undertail: Light fawn, fl ecked with blue-grey.
Back and rump: Fawn, broadly pencilled with blue-grey.
Tail: Light fawn irregularly marked with blue-grey.
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Wings: Scapulars fawn pencilled with blue-grey. Tertiaries blue-grey fi nely laced with 
off-white.
Legs: Orange with darker webs.
In both sexes:
Wings: Primaries smoke-grey. Speculum matt charcoal-blue, edged with light blue-grey 
then white. Wing bar white then light blue-grey.
Eyes: Brown.
Faults:
In both sexes: White primaries.
In the drake: Absence of white collar.
In the duck: Evidence of white neck ring; ground colour other than fawn with blue-grey 
pencilling, e.g. brown-grey pencilling.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: Incorrect speculum colour; iridescence on speculum.
In the drake: White ring completely encircling the neck; white fringing on breast; white 
under chin; undefi ned edges to breast colour; spreading of breast colour onto shoulder 
or underbody; any white feathers on head, throat, rump or under tail; lack of lustre on 
head; white strip across abdomen over extending, i.e. upwards onto back.
In the duck: Whitish throat and/or eye markings; lack of eyestripes; lack of/excess grain-
ing on crown and/or neck; excess blue-grey pencilling on back feathers, i.e. mossy 
backed; lack of any pencilling on back feathers; black feathers anywhere.

Apricot
Drake:
Head and neck: Lustrous silver-grey with white collar almost encircling the neck. Bill 
light green with dark bean.
Breast: Light claret, clearly defi ned with no white fringing.
Flanks and underbody: Light grey, stippled with apricot-brown, with narrow white strip 
across abdomen forming boundary between underbody and undertail.
Back: Light blue-grey, shading to blue-grey towards rump.
Rump and undertail: Blue-grey.
Tail: Light blue-grey, darker towards centre.
Wings: Scapulars light grey, stippled with apricot-brown. Tertiaries light grey, shading 
to light claret on outer edges next to speculum.
Duck:
Head and neck: Apricot with light blue-grey eyestripes and graining on crown. Bill light 
apricot-brown with brown saddle and dark bean.
Breast and fl anks: Even shade of apricot.
Underbody: Light apricot.
Undertail: Light apricot fl ecked with light blue-grey.
Back and rump: Apricot broadly pencilled with light blue-grey.
Tail: Creamy-apricot.
Wings: Scapulars apricot pencilled with light blue-grey. Tertiaries light blue-grey fi nely 
laced with off white.
In both sexes:
Wings: Primaries light blue-grey with apricot tinge. Speculum silver-grey overlaid with 
apricot lustre, edged with light silver-grey then white. Wing bar white then light 
silver-grey.
Eyes: Brown.
Legs: Orange.
Faults:
In both sexes: White primaries.
In the drake: Absence of white collar.
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In the duck: Evidence of white neck ring; Ground colour ginger instead of apricot.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: Lack of apricot lustre on speculum; incorrect speculum colour.
In the drake: White strip across abdomen over extending, i.e. upwards onto back. White 
ring completely encircling the neck; white fringing on breast; white under chin; undefi ned 
edges to breast colour; spreading of breast colour onto shoulder or underbody; head 
colour other than silver-grey; any white feathers on head, throat, rump or undertail; 
lack of lustre on head.
In the duck: Uneven ground colour (mealiness); whitish throat and/or eye markings; 
lack of eyestripes; brown eyestripes; lack of/excess graining on crown and/or neck; excess 
blue-grey pencilling on back feathers, i.e. mossy backed; lack of any pencilling on back 
feathers.

Silver varieties
(Note: males in all silver varieties have an extension of breast colour on to upper fl anks, 
thereby mirroring the colour pattern of the silver drake.)

Silver
Drake:
Head and neck: Iridescent green with white collar completely encircling the neck. Bill 
green with dark bean.
Breast and upper fl anks: Claret, each feather fringed with white.
Lower fl anks and underbody: White.
Back: White stippled with black, shading to black towards rump.
Rump and undertail: Black with beetle-green sheen.
Tail: White stippled with black, darker towards centre.
Wings: Primaries white stippled with black especially on outer edges and tips. Scapulars 
white stippled with black, lower scapulars rich claret fringed with white to complement 
upper fl anks. Tertiaries white stippled with black, shading to rich claret on outer edges 
next to speculum.
Duck:
Head and neck: Very pale cream-fawn or white with dark graining on crown. Bill light 
orange-brown with brown saddle and dark bean.
Breast, back, rump, undertail and scapulars: White with some brown and charcoal-grey 
mottling.
Flanks and underbody: White.
Tail: White stippled with charcoal-grey especially towards centre.
Wings: Primaries white stippled with dark grey especially on outer edges and tips. Ter-
tiaries white with some brown and charcoal-grey mottling shading to dark grey on outer 
edges towards speculum.
In both sexes:
Wings: Speculum iridescent blue, edged with black then white. Wing bar white then 
black.
Eyes: Brown.
Legs: Orange.
Faults:
In both sexes: Pure white primaries; lack of speculum.
In the drake: Any signs of grey stippling on lower fl anks.
In the duck: Apricot coloured head and/or neck.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: Lack of iridescence on speculum; incorrect speculum colour.
In the drake: Insuffi cient extension of claret feathers along upper fl anks; excessive exten-
sion of claret feathers on to lower fl anks or underbody; lack of white fringing to claret 
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feathers on breast and upper fl anks; white markings on head, under chin, on throat, 
rump or undertail; incomplete white neck ring.
In the duck: Presence of eye stripes; excess dark graining on crown and/or neck; com-
plete lack of brown and charcoal-grey mottling on breast, back and rump.

Dark silver
Drake:
Head and neck: Iridescent green with white collar completely encircling the neck. Bill 
green with dark bean.
Breast and upper fl anks: Claret, each feather fringed with pale grey, fringing less pro-
nounced than in Silver.
Lower fl anks and underbody: Light grey stippled with dark grey shading to white 
towards tail.
Back: Grey stippled with black, becoming darker towards rump.
Rump and undertail: Black with beetle-green sheen.
Tail: Light grey stippled with dark grey, darker towards centre.
Wings: Primaries grey stippled with dark grey. Scapulars grey stippled with dark grey, 
lower scapulars claret fringed with pale grey to complement upper fl anks. Tertiaries grey 
stippled with dark grey, shading to claret on outer edges next to speculum.
Duck:
Head: Light fawn with dark grey-brown eyestripes and graining on crown. Neck light 
fawn with plain, pale cream-fawn throat. Bill light orange-brown with brown saddle 
and dark bean.
Breast, fl anks, back, rump, undertail and scapulars: Light fawn with dark grey-brown 
fl ecking on each feather.
Underbody: Cream with fi ne grey-brown fl ecking.
Tail: Brown with cream edging.
Wings: Primaries creamy-fawn to dark brown. Tertiaries grey-brown fi nely laced with 
off-white.
In both sexes:
Wings: Speculum iridescent blue, edged with black then white. Wing bar white then 
black.
Eyes: Brown.
Legs: Orange.
Faults:
In both sexes: Pure white primaries; lack of speculum.
In the drake: Insuffi cient dark grey stippling on lower fl anks.
In the duck: Ground colour too dark, i.e. too close to mallard; breast and fl ank colour 
too light, i.e. too close to Silver Appleyard; evidence of white neck ring.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: Lack of iridescence on speculum; incorrect speculum colour.
In the drake: Insuffi cient extension of claret feathers along upper fl anks; excessive exten-
sion of claret feathers on to lower fl anks or underbody; lack of pale grey fringing to 
claret feathers on breast and upper fl anks; white markings on head, under chin, on 
throat, rump or undertail; incomplete white neck ring.
In the duck: Lack of eye stripes.

Apricot silver
Drake:
Head and neck: Lustrous silver-grey with white ring completely encircling the neck. Bill 
light green with dark bean.
Breast and upper fl anks: Light claret, each feather fringed with white.
Lower fl anks and underbody: White.
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Back: White stippled with light blue-grey, shading to light blue-grey towards rump.
Rump and undertail: Light blue-grey.
Tail: White stippled with light blue-grey, especially towards centre.
Wings: Primaries white stippled with blue-grey especially on outer edges and tips. 
Scapulars white stippled with light blue-grey, lower scapulars light claret fringed with 
white to complement upper fl anks. Tertiaries white stippled with light blue-grey, shading 
to light claret on outer edges next to speculum.
Duck:
Head: Light apricot with some light blue-grey graining on crown. Neck light apricot 
shading to white. Bill light orange with lighter bean.
Breast, back, rump, undertail and scapulars: White with some light apricot mottling.
Flanks and underbody: White.
Tail: White stippled with light apricot especially towards centre.
Wings: Primaries white. Tertiaries white shading to light apricot then light blue-grey on 
outer edges towards speculum.
In both sexes:
Wings: Speculum silver-grey, edged with light silver-grey then white. Wing bar white 
then light silver-grey.
Eyes: Brown.
Legs: Orange.
Faults:
In both sexes: Lack of speculum.
In the drake: Any signs of grey stippling on lower fl anks.
In the duck: Lack of apricot coloured head and neck; any charcoal-blue mottling on 
breast, back and rump.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: Evidence of iridescence on speculum; incorrect speculum colour.
In the drake: Insuffi cient extension of light claret feathers along upper fl anks; excessive 
extension of light claret feathers onto lower fl anks or underbody; lack of white fringing 
to light claret feathers on breast and upper fl anks; head colour other than silver-grey; 
white markings on head, under chin, on throat, rump or undertail; incomplete white 
neck ring.
In the duck: Lack of apricot mottling on breast, back and rump; presence of eye 
stripes.

Marked varieties
Bibbed (black, blue and lavender)
Black – uniform black, except for drake’s head and neck, which has some green 
iridescence.
Blue – uniform blue laced with darker slate-blue except for drake’s head which is lus-
trous slate-blue.
Lavender – uniform lavender-grey.
Plumage of both sexes:
Breast: White bib as even as possible, in a broad tear shape extending from lower neck 
to upper breast.
Wings: Primaries two or three outer feathers white.
Remainder of body: Black, blue or lavender.
In both sexes:
Eyes: Brown.
Legs: Dusky-orange shaded irregularly with greyish-black.
Drake:
Bill: Green with dark bean.
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Duck:
Bill: Black for black bib; slate-blue for blue and lavender.
Faults:
In both sexes: Lack of any white primaries.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: Incorrect number of white primaries; too small or too uneven a bib; too 
large a bib, including extension on to shoulders; undefi ned edges to white bib; coloured 
feathers in bib; white markings in face; rusty-brown markings in all colours; black mark-
ings in blue or lavender.

Magpie
Black and white or blue and white (blue is laced with darker slate-blue). Credit should 
be given to exhibits displaying both the correct cap and mantle.
Plumage of both sexes:
Head and neck: White with black or blue cap covering the whole of the crown of the 
head to the top of the eyes.
Breast, fl anks and underbody: White.
Back, scapulars, rump, tail and undertail: Solid black or blue to form a heart-shaped 
mantle of coloured feathers on the back.
Wings: Primaries, speculum, wing bar and tertiaries white.
In both sexes:
Eyes: Brown.
Legs: Dusky orange irregularly shaded with greyish-black.
Drake:
Bill: Greenish-yellow with dark bean.
Duck:
Bill: Greenish-yellow overlaid with slate-blue.
Faults:
In both sexes: Feathers other than black or blue in the coloured areas; coloured feathers 
in white areas; lack of correct cap or mantle; lack of symmetry in markings.

Khaki
Drake:
Head and neck: Green-bronze.
Breast and scapulars: Warm khaki.
Flanks and underbody: Khaki.
Back: Warm khaki shading to green-bronze towards rump.
Rump and undertail: Green-bronze.
Tail: Light khaki, darker towards centre.
Wings: Tertiaries light khaki shading to chocolate-brown on outer edges next to 
speculum.
Duck:
Head and neck: Khaki heavily and evenly fl ecked with chocolate-brown.
Breast: Warm khaki lightly pencilled with grey-brown.
Flanks and underbody: Khaki lightly fl ecked with grey-brown.
Back, rump and undertail: Warm khaki broadly pencilled with chocolate-brown.
Tail: Light khaki irregularly marked with light brown, darker towards centre.
Wings: Scapulars warm khaki broadly pencilled with blue-grey. Tertiaries light khaki 
fi nely laced with off-white.
In both sexes:
Wings: Primaries warm khaki. Speculum green-bronze edged with dark chocolate-
brown then off-white. Wing bar off-white then dark chocolate-brown.
Eyes: Brown.
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Legs: Dark orange.
Bill: Slate-blue preferred.
Faults:
In both sexes: White primaries; evidence of white neck ring.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: White under chin; incorrect speculum colour.
In the drake: Signs of bib; white feathers on head, throat or under tail.
In the duck: Evidence of eye stripes; lack of pencilling.

Weights

Drake 570–680 g (11–4 –11–2  lb)
Duck 450–570 g (1–11–4  lb)

Scale of points

Type and size 
(general type 12, carriage 10, body size 15, i.e. length, width, depth 5 each)  37
Head, neck and bill
(equal points to be given for high and round crown, bold eye, bill, cheeks 
 and neck) 18
Legs and feet 5
Colour (plumage 24, bill 3, legs 2, eyes 1) 30
Condition  10
 100

DISQUALIFICATIONS

(In all colour varieties and both sexes)

Wry neck or tail; roach back; undershot or overshot beak; cloudy eyed or blind; obvious 
sinusitis; slipped or angel winged.

Faults (general)

(In all colour varieties and both sexes)

Flat crowns; oval and square heads or heads showing a fl at top; eyes set too high in 
face; narrow faced; uneven cheeks; long, narrow bills; dished billed; fi sh billed; down 
billed; down faced; long, slim necks; narrow, boat-shaped bodies; shallow bodied; over-
sized/undersized bodies; unlevel carriage – tipping forward/too upright; long shanks or 
shanks too short. (See glossary for new term descriptions.)

Note: It is recommended that judges should consider withholding First Prize 
Awards from exhibits displaying a very obvious fault highlighted in the colour 
descriptions.

CAMPBELL
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: Great Britain

One of the fi rst, and certainly the most successful, of the utility breeds designed in the 
twentieth century from the Indian Runner, the khaki Campbell largely took over as the 
top egg-laying duck. The colour of farmyard mud, from which it gets the fi rst part of 
its name, the khaki Campbell proved to be exceedingly agile, very fertile and extremely 
prolifi c. It too has spawned many variants: the white Campbell, the dark Campbell, the 
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Welsh Harlequin (a simple mutation of the original khaki), the Abacot Ranger (a cross 
back to the Runner) and the Whaylesbury hybrid (Harlequin and Aylesbury).

‘This breed,’ writes Captain R.A. Long (1926), ‘was produced by mating a Rouen 
drake with a Fawn and White Runner duck, some Wild Duck blood being added later. 
Mrs Campbell writes of her ducks that they were meant for utility layers—not show 
birds—but that since some people wished to show them (and the birds must be bred to 
a defi nite type), she drew up a standard of what she would like them best to be in 
plumage.’

Mrs Campbell’s original Campbell ducks were not khaki at all. They quite closely 
resembled Abacot Rangers. It was not until about 1901 when she tried to produce buff 
coloured birds, and failed, that the khaki variety emerged.

The white variety was developed by Captain F.S. Pardoe in 1924 and standardised in 
1954. It was hailed as having identical utility properties to the khaki but with more 
attractive selling appearance, at least for the table. The white plumage is the result of a 
recessive gene that hides other colours. The white Campbell has also a gene that makes 
the bill appear yellow rather than pink.

The dark Campbell, fi rst standardised also in 1954, was the product of attempts to 
breed autosexing ducks. Mr H.R.S. Humphreys of Devon is credited with creating this 
variety in the September 3, 1943, edition of Poultry World. The element of sex-linkage 
is caused by a lack of the brown dilution normally in the khaki. Because this is a sex-
linked gene, it is possible to cross a khaki drake with a dark Campbell female to produce 
khaki female ducklings and dark-looking male ones, thus allowing breeders to cull 
unwanted males in their day-old fl uff. Essentially the dark Campbell has the same colour 
form as the dusky mallard Call. Quite simply it is a khaki without any brown 
dilution.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Alert, slightly upright, the head carried high. Shoulders higher than the saddle, 
the back showing a gentle slant. Carriage not too erect (about 35°) but not so low as 
to cause waddling. Activity and foraging power to be retained without loss of body 
depth and width.
Head: Refi ned in jaw and skull; neat boned with smooth face. Eyes full, bold and bright, 
fairly high in skull and prominent. Bill medium length, depth and width; following a 
smooth line with the top of the skull.
Neck: Medium length, slender, almost erect.
Body: Deep, wide and compact. Back wide, fl at and of medium length. Breast broad 
and well rounded. Abdomen well developed but not sagging; well rounded underline 
from breast to stern.
Tail: Short and small, slightly elevated.
Wings: Tight, held close to the body.
Legs and feet: Legs medium length, set well apart and not too far back.
Plumage: Tight and sleek.

Colour

The dark
Drake:
Head and neck: Black with green lustre. Eyes brown. Bill bluish-green with black 
bean.
Shoulders, breast, underbody and fl anks: Light grey-brown, each feather fi nely stippled 
(pencilled) with dark grey-brown, gradually shading to grey at the stern close up to the 
vent.
Rump: Black with green lustre.
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Tail: Dark grey-brown. Tail coverts black with green lustre.
Wings:
Primaries dark grey-brown.
Speculum dark brown with faint sheen, edged with a thin light grey line.
Secondary coverts dark grey with light grey tips.
Other coverts dark grey-brown faintly tipped with light brown.
Underwing grey.
Legs and webs: Dark orange.
Duck:
Head and neck: Dark brown with darker graining on the crown. No eyestripes. Eyes 
brown. Bill lead colour with black bean.
Back: Brown with darker pencilling.
Shoulders, breast and fl ank: Brown, each feather distinctly pencilled with darker 
brown.
Tail: Dark brown.
Wings:
Primaries dark brown.
Speculum as drake.
Smaller coverts tipped with lighter brown.
Underwing grey.
Legs and webs: As near body colour as possible.

The khaki
Drake:
Head, neck, rump and secondaries (speculum): Green-bronze.
Remainder of plumage an even shade of warm khaki shading to lighter khaki towards 
the lower part of the breast with fi ne stippled, brown pencilling.
Eyes: Brown.
Bill: Greenish-blue, the darker the better.
Underwing: Grey-brown.
Legs and webs: Dark orange.
Duck:
The ground colour is an even shade of warm khaki.
Head and neck: A slightly darker shade.
Eyes: Brown.
Bill: Dark slate.
Back and scapulars: Pencilled with medium brown.
Breast: Lightly pencilled, on close inspection.
Wings: Khaki; secondaries brown; underwing grey-brown.
Legs and webs: As near the body colour as possible.

The white
In both sexes:
Plumage: Pure white throughout.
Bill, legs and webs: Orange.
Eyes: Grey-blue.

Weights

Drake 2.3–2.5 kg (5–51–2  lb)
Duck in laying condition 2.0–2.3 kg (41–2 –5 lb)
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Scale of points

Carriage 15
Head, bill and neck  15
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 25
Size 15
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

The dark and khaki
In both sexes: White or speckled underwing; white wing feathers; yellow or pink bill.
In the drake: White neck ring; claret bib.
In the duck: Mallard eyestripes; white bib or neckring.

The white
In both sexes: Flesh-coloured bill. Coloured feathers.

Faults

The khaki
In both sexes: White spot under bill.
In the duck: Complete lack of pencilling on the breast and back; dark pencilling as in 
the Rouen or dark Campbell.

The white
In both sexes: Dark markings on the bill.

All varieties
In both sexes: Excessive weight or coarseness.

CAYUGA
Classifi cation: Heavy
Origin: America

This breed takes its name from Lake Cayuga in New York State, and is thought to be 
descended from the wild black duck (Anas rubripes), the Cayuga was recorded in North 
America between 1830 and 1850. It was fi rst standardised in America in 1874 and in 
Britain in 1901. Its colour is very similar to the smaller Black East Indian: black plumage 
with brilliant green iridescence. The drakes tend to retain their black plumage but the 
females develop patches of white as they get older.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Slightly elevated in front; clear of the ground from breast to stern.
Head: Large; eyes full and bold; bill wide and moderately long.
Neck: Long and strong with a graceful curve .
Body: Long, broad and deep, without keel; breast prominent.
Tail: Long and closely folded; slightly elevated.
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Wings: Strong, compact and carried close to the body.
Legs and feet: Legs medium length, set a little back from centre.
Plumage: Smooth, close and glossy.

Colour

In both sexes:
Plumage: Black with a beetle-green lustre.
Underwing: Coverts black with green lustre; main feathers dark grey.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Bill: Black.
Legs and feet: As black as possible. Some orange permitted in older drakes.

Weights

Drake 3.6 kg (8 lb)
Duck 3.2 kg (7 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck  15
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 30
Size 15
Condition  10
 100

Cayuga female
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Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Yellow bill; white spot under the bill. Elements of brown pencilling 
especially on underwing and throat; brown or white in the plumage, including the 
underwing.

Faults

In both sexes: Green bill. Purple lustre. Indication of a keel or undercarriage.
In the duck: Orange in the legs and feet.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: Grey or olive tip on the bill.

CRESTED
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: Uncertain

Darwin described the ‘Tufted Duck’ (1868) which he obtained from Holland, as well 
as another sent to him ‘from the Malayan archipelago’. The connection is signifi cant. 
Dutch trading interests in Asia date back at least to 1602 when the Dutch East India 
Company was formed. Seventeenth century Dutch paintings by artists such as Jan Steen 
and Melchior d’Hondecoeter feature crested ducks and those with pied markings like 
the fawn and white Indian Runner. Bali Ducks also emerged from this part of Asia. 
Since a duck with crested genes would survive with diffi culty in the wild, its development 
and cultivation may be jointly attributed to the inhabitants of the East Indies and the 
Dutch.

The breed was also described by D.J. Browne in the USA in 1853 and admitted to 
the American Standard in 1874. Harrison Weir depicted the breed in his work ‘Our 
Poultry’ in 1902 and the breed was fi nally admitted to the UK Standard in 1910.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Reasonably upright when active, at approximately 35–40°.
Head: Long and straight, slightly rising to the crown, the centre of which has a well 
balanced, even, single globular crest fi rmly attached to the skull. Eyes bright. Bill long 
and broad.
Neck: Medium length.
Body: Long, broad and moderately deep. Full, well rounded breast blending nicely into 
body.
Tail: In proportion to the bird.
Wings: Strong, carried close to the body.
Legs and feet: Legs medium length.
Plumage: Close and smooth.
The overall picture of the bird, including the crest, is balance throughout.

Colour

The white
In both sexes:
Plumage: Pure white.
Eyes: Blue.
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White Crested female

Silver Appleyard coloured Crested pair
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Bill: Orange-yellow.
Legs and webs: Orange.

The coloured
Any other colour is permitted but attention should be paid to symmetry of markings.

Weights

Drake 3.2 kg (7 lb)
Duck 2.7 kg (6 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck  40 (this includes 30 points for the crest)
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 10
Size 10
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Any spinal deformity, in particular twisted or kinked neck, roach back. 
Twisted bill. Wry tail.

Faults

In both sexes: Split, slipped or uneven crest; crest that interferes with the eyes; weeping 
eyes; short body.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: Wrong bill or leg colour in whites.

CRESTED MINIATURE
Classifi cation: Bantam
Origin: Great Britain

This breed is a miniature version of the Crested light duck. It was developed in the 
British Isles by John Hall and Roy Sutcliffe during the late 1980s and early 1990s, and 
standardised by the Poultry Club in 1997.

Overall type (shape) and colour

As for large Crested.

Weights

Drake 1.125 kg (2.5 lb)
Duck 0.9 kg (2 lb)
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Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck  35 (this includes 25 points for the crest)
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 10
Size 15
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Any spinal deformity, in particular twisted or kinked neck, roach back 
and wry tail. Twisted bill.

Faults

In both sexes: Split, slipped or uneven crest; crest that interferes with the eyes; weeping 
eyes; short body. Oversize.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: Wrong bill or leg colour in whites.

HOOK BILL
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: Uncertain – possibly from Asia prior to being bred in large numbers at one time 
in Europe.

The Hook Bill is described and illustrated by Francis Willughby (in his Ornithology, 
published in 1678). Harrison Weir (1902) asserts that these birds are of Indian origin. 
He notes also that he saw them between 1837 and 1840 on the lake at Surrey Zoologi-
cal Gardens. Weir maintains that the Dutch released their Hook Bills every morning on 
to the local canals and rivers, a very cost-effective way of feeding them. At dusk the 
birds fl ew back to their owners. Fancifully perhaps, he suggests that the bill and white 
bib made them distinct from the wild targets of the local hunters.

Both Durigen and Broekman (referred to in Schmidt, Puten, Perlhuhner, Ganse, 
Enten, 1989) reinforce the Asiatic origin of the bird. Durigen calls it haken- or bogen-
schnabel (hook or bow-bill). The name Krombekeenden occurs in the Dutch references 
and the Germans use the term Krummschnabel-Enten. How and when it arrived and 
later spread in Europe is not reported, although there is evidence (A. Bühle, 1860) that 
the bird was widely distributed throughout Europe in the mid-nineteenth century, 
centred particularly in Thuringia where it was kept on garden ponds for egg-laying and 
as a prized meat bird.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Almost horizontal.
Head: When viewed from the front, the skull is fl at, with very little rise to the forehead. 
In profi le, the upper neck, head and long bill are strongly curved downwards in a semi-
circle. Eyes set high in the head.
Neck: Vertical, rather long and thin.
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Body: Medium length, fairly broad. Back long and slender; topline slightly convex. 
Breast round when viewed from the front; round and full in profi le, carried somewhat 
forward. Underbody well developed, almost parallel to the back. Abdomen clear of the 
ground.
Tail: Rather broad, following the line of the back.
Wings: Strong and carried close to the body.
Legs: Medium length.

Colour

The dusky mallard
Drake:
Head and neck: Black with green lustre; this colour clear cut from the breast without 
a white neck ring. Eyes brown. Bill slate-grey with black bean.
Back: Upper part ash colour with some green lustre. Rump black with greenish lustre. 
Tail coverts and sex curls black with some green lustre.
Breast: Steel-blue.
Flanks: Dark steel-blue with dark grey stippled pencilling.
Stern: Steel-blue.
Tail: Dark grey-brown edged with light brown.
Wings:
Primaries dark brown-grey.
Secondaries (speculum) dull brown/dark slate with very little white bordering.
Tertiaries, coverts and scapulars dark slate-blue. The scapulars are well pencilled, and 
tinged with brown.
Underwing pearl-grey.

Hook Bill female head
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Legs: Dark orange.
Duck:
Head and neck: Dark brown with darker graining on the crown. No eyestripes. Eyes 
brown. Bill lead colour with black bean.
Back: Brown with darker pencilling.
Shoulders, breast and fl ank: Brown, each feather pencilled with darker brown.
Tail: Dark brown.
Wings:
Primaries dark brown.
Speculum as drake.
Smaller coverts tipped with lighter brown.
Underwing grey.
Legs and webs: Dark orange-brown.

White bibbed dusky mallard
The same colour as the dusky mallard except for a clearly defi ned, white, tear-drop 
shaped bib on the lower neck and breast. A small white spot under the chin is permis-
sible. The outer primaries have two to six white feathers.

The white
In both sexes:
Plumage: Pure white throughout.
Eyes: Blue.
Bill: Flesh-pink.
Legs and webs: Bright orange.

Weights

Drake 2.0–2.25 kg (41–2 –5 lb)
Duck 1.6–2.0 kg (31–2 –  41–2  lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck  30
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 20
Size 10
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

The dusky mallard
In both sexes: White or speckled underwing; blue or green speculum; mallard eyestripes 
at any stage of plumage.
In the drake: White neck ring; claret bib.

All varieties
In both sexes: Short or straight bill. Any sign of a keel.
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Faults

The dusky mallard and white bibbed dusky mallard
In both sexes: Very distinct light bars on secondary feathers and coverts.

The white bibbed dusky mallard
In both sexes: Missing white fl ights.
In the drake: Excessive white line through the eye.

All varieties
In both sexes: Oversize.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

The dusky mallard
In both sexes: Ground colour too pale.

The white bibbed dusky mallard
In both sexes: Uneven or over-extended bib. White feathers on either side of the bill.

INDIAN RUNNER
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: Asia

The era of the high egg-laying breeds of duck started with the introduction of the Indian 
Runner into this country from Malaya. A ship’s captain brought home fawns, fawn-
and-whites and whites, distributing them among his friends in Dumfriesshire and Cum-
berland. They proved prolifi c layers, and there was a class of fawn Runners at the 
Dumfries show in 1876; the fawn-and-whites were not exhibited until 1896. The Indian 
Runner Duck Club’s Standard of 1907 described only the fawn-and-white, that of 1913 
recognised also the fawn, while the 1926 Standard described the black, Cumberland 
blue and chocolate varieties.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Upright and active.
Head: Lean and racy looking, bill wedge-shaped, skull fl at on top, eye socket set high 
to the skull, making a clean sweep from tip of bill to back of skull.
Neck: Length of neck to be not less than one third of total length of bird, from top of 
skull to tip of tail.
Body: Slim, elongated and rounded, but slightly fl attened across the shoulders. The 
angle of inclination of the body to the horizontal varies from 50–80° overall.
Tail: Neat and compact and in a line with the body.
Wings: Tightly packed to the body and well tucked up, crossing over the rump.
Legs and feet: Legs set far back to allow upright carriage, strong thighs, appearing 
longer than in most breeds. Shanks short and feet supple and webbed.
Plumage: Tight smooth and hard.

Note: Total length of drake 65–80 cm (26–32 in.) and duck 60–70 cm (24–28 in.). Mea-
surements should be taken with the bird fully extended in a straight line, the bill and 
head in a line with the neck and body, and the legs and feet in the same straight line, 
the measurements being from the tip of the bill to the tip of the middle toe.
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Colour

The black
In both sexes:
Plumage: Head and neck black with a green sheen. Back, breast, fl anks, underbody, 
wings and tail: black with a green sheen.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Bill: Black, or slate-grey with age.
Legs and feet: As black as possible.
Faults:
In both sexes: Any coloured feathers other than specifi ed. Pencilling on the breast. 
Yellow bill. Purple lustre in the plumage. White spot under bill. Grey under chin or on 
the secondaries and coverts.
Duck: Eye stripes. Orange in the legs and feet.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: Grey-blue bean on the bill

The chocolate
In both sexes:
Plumage: A dark, rich, solid chocolate throughout.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Bill: Black.
Legs and feet: Dark tan.
Faults:
In both sexes: Yellow bill. Any coloured feathers other than specifi ed. White spot under 
bill. Lacing.
Duck: Orange in the legs and feet. Eye stripes.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: Olive/green bill.
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The Cumberland blue
Drake:
Plumage: Head and neck rich dark blue. Back, breast, fl anks, wings and tail rich slate-
blue with dark lacing. Underwing blue-grey.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Bill: Bluish-green.
Legs and feet: Smokey-orange to grey.
Duck:
Plumage: Head and neck rich blue. The remainder as the drake.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Bill: Bluish-grey.
Legs and feet: Smokey-orange to grey.
Faults:
In both sexes: Any coloured feathers other than specifi ed, notably any russet tinge 
including the underwing. Yellow-green bill.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: Dark fl ecks in the plumage.

The fawn
Drake:
Plumage: Head and neck dark brown with metallic lustre, changing to rich brown-red 
on the lower neck and upper breast. Back deep brown, almost black with metallic lustre 
on the rump. Breast rich brown-red on the lower neck and upper breast. Lower breast, 
fl anks and underbody: medium grey produced by fi ne stippling of sepia on a lighter 
ground, extending to the almost black undertail.
Wings: Primaries dark brown. Secondaries dark bronze with slight metallic lustre. 
Coverts fawn, not pencilled or laced. Scapulars red-brown, stippled.
Tail: Deep brown, almost black towards the centre. Legs black or dark tan mottled with 
black.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Bill: Pure black or dark olive-green mottled with black.
Legs and feet: Dark tan.
Duck:
Plumage: Head and neck warm ginger-fawn, a slightly lighter shade than the rest of the 
body. Each feather is marked with darker red-brown graining giving a ‘ticking’ appear-
ance. No eyestripes. The back rich and well marked pencilling on an almost uniform 
warm ginger-fawn ground with no marked variation of shade. Breast and fl anks: the 
lower part of the neck and neck expansion is a shade warmer than the head and upper 
neck, each feather pencilled with warm brown. Wings: secondaries warm brown. Pri-
maries a shade lighter. Scapulars rich ginger-fawn with well marked brown pencilling. 
Smaller coverts slightly lighter than the scapulars but darkening towards the greater 
coverts, pencilled.
Tail: Light fawn, pencilled.
Eyes: Brown.
Bill: Black.
Legs and feet: Dark tan.
Faults:
In both sexes: White body or wing feathers. Blue or green wing bars. Orange or yellow 
bill. Bright orange or light tan feet or legs. Light or cream wing coverts or fl ights.
Drake: Lack of brown breast colour.
Duck: Lack of warm ginger-fawn tone to plumage. Chevron pencilling. Eyebrows or 
eyestripes. Barred feathers on lower fl anks.
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Minor faults (to be discouraged):
Drake: Any white in the stern.

The fawn-and-white
Drake:
Plumage: Head and neck, the cap and cheek markings are dark brown. The cap is sepa-
rated from the cheek markings by a projection from the white of the neck extending up 
to, and in most cases terminating in a narrow line more or less encircling the eye. The 
cap should cleanly and smoothly encircle the head. The cheek markings should not 
extend on to the neck. The bill is divided from the head markings by a narrow prolon-
gation of the neck-white (3–6 mm [1–8 – 1–4  in.] wide) extending from the white underneath 
the chin. The neck is pure white to where the neck expansion begins, where the meeting 
is clean cut. The base of the neck, scapular feathers, back and rump are similar to the 
breast colours, darkening to brown on the rump. The breast is uniform medium-brown, 
produced by a fi ne stippling of brown on the cream ground of the individual feathers. 
The fawn of the thorax should meet the white of the abdomen in a clean line (near the 
bottom of the breast bone and the top of the thighs). The white extends between 
the legs to beyond the vent, and also includes the thigh coverts, which obscure most of 
the coloured thighs.
Wings: Primaries, secondaries and tertiaries white; scapulars and some of the smaller 
coverts fawn, giving approximately a heart shape.
Tail: Cream to medium brown in the central area. Undertail brown.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Bill: Light orange-yellow in young birds; green-yellow in adult drakes; black bean.
Legs and feet: Deep orange.
Duck:
Plumage: Head and neck: the cap and cheek markings are nearly the same shade of 
fawn as the body colour. The cap is separated from the cheek markings by a projection 
from the white of the neck extending up to, and in most cases terminating in a narrow 
line more or less encircling the eye. The cap should cleanly and smoothly encircle the 
head. The cheek markings should not extend on to the neck. The bill is divided from 
the head markings by a narrow prolongation of the neck-white (3–6 mm (1–8 – 1–4  in.) wide) 
extending from the white underneath the chin. The neck is pure white to where the neck 
expansion begins, where the meeting is clean cut. The base of the neck, scapular feath-
ers, back and rump are similar to the breast colours. Breast: the coloured plumage is 
nearly the same as the fawn runner duck; the feathers are pencilled, medium brown on 
fawn. The fawn of the thorax should meet the white of the abdomen in a clean line 
(near the bottom of the breast bone and the top of the thighs). The white extends 
between the legs to beyond the vent, and also includes the thigh coverts which obscure 
most of the coloured thighs.
Wings: As the drake.
Tail: Fawn to medium brown in the central area.
Eyes: Brown.
Bill: Light orange-yellow in young birds; spotted green to almost entirely dull green in 
adult females. Black bean.
Legs and feet: Deep orange.
Faults:
In both sexes: Fawn extending from the back on to the abdomen and thigh coverts.
Drake: Grey or light-brown cap, cheek and tail coverts. Any sign of a brown-red breast. 
Light-coloured scapulars.
Duck: Any coloured feathers other than specifi ed.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
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In both sexes: ‘Dribbles’ of cap colour on to the white neck. Cheek markings on to the 
neck. Any irregular, blotchy or unclear markings that detract from the symmetry and 
general cleanness of the colour boundaries. Lack of black bean on bill.

The American fawn-and-white
Drake:
Plumage: Head and neck pied markings distributed as in the fawn-and-white. Coloured 
feathers an even pale fawn. The cap is pale fawn. The back pied markings distributed 
as in the fawn-and-white. The rump pale fawn. Breast and fl anks pied markings distrib-
uted as in the fawn-and-white. Wings: primaries, secondaries and tertiaries white; scapu-
lars and some of the smaller coverts pale fawn, giving approximately a heart shape. Tail 
feathers cream to light fawn in the central area. Undertail pale fawn.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Bill: Light orange-yellow in young birds; green-yellow in adult drakes.
Legs and feet: Orange
Duck:
Plumage: Head and neck pied markings distributed as in the fawn-and-white. Coloured 
feathers an even fawn. Back, breast, fl anks and tail pied markings distributed as in the 
fawn-and-white. Coloured feathers an even fawn (without pencilling). Wings: primaries, 
secondaries and tertiaries white, scapulars and some of the smaller coverts light fawn, 
giving approximately a heart shape. Tail feathers cream to medium brown in the central 
area. Undertail fawn.
Eyes: Brown.
Bill: Light orange-yellow possibly darkening to green with age.
Legs and feet: Orange.
Faults:
In both sexes: Any coloured feathers other than specifi ed. Fawn extending from the 
back on to the abdomen and thigh coverts. Black bean on bill.
Drake: Cheek and tail coverts.
Duck: Pencilling on coloured body feathers.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
As the fawn-and-white.

The mallard
Drake:
Plumage: Head and neck lustrous dark green, a distinct white collar almost encircling 
the neck. Back dark grey shading to greenish-black over the rump. Breast rich claret 
with white fringing; margin of claret clearly defi ned. Flanks and underbody: light grey 
with dark grey stippling. Grey covering as much of the stern as possible.
Wings: Primaries and tertiaries grey. Speculum iridescent blue bordered by black then 
white. Coverts brownish-grey except for greater coverts which are tipped with white 
then black. Main scapulars clear steel-grey, outer edge bronze tinge. Cream/white 
underwing.
Tail: Medium dull brown, paler outer feathers; coverts and undertail black, with narrow 
white strip across abdomen forming boundary between underbody and undertail.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Bill: Olive-green, dark bean.
Legs and feet: Orange.
Duck:
Plumage: Head and neck golden-brown, each feather with darker brown graining. This 
graining forms a darker band from the crown down the back of the neck. Eyestripes, 
i.e. a paler line above the eye, a dark line through the eye and a pale line below the eye. 
Plain brown throat. Back brown or chestnut with darker pencilling (chevrons). Breast 
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and fl anks brown or chestnut with dark brown pencilling on each feather. Underbody 
similar. Wings: primaries brownish-slate. Speculum and its borders as drake. Tertiaries 
browner than primaries on exposed half. Coverts same colour as back. Scapulars similar 
to Rouen. Cream/white underwing. Tail dull dark buff, irregularly marked with brown; 
darker feathers in the centre than outer edges.
Eyes: Brown.
Bill: Dark orange with brown saddle and dark bean.
Legs and feet: Dull orange.
Faults:
In both sexes: Clear yellow, blue or lead-coloured bill. White in the primaries. Pigmented 
underwings. Incomplete, obscure or bronze speculum. White feathers under the bill.
Drake: Lack of neck ring. Completely white stern. White fringing on the claret breast 
feathers. Claret colour running into the body colour. Yellow or blue-green in the colour 
of the bill. Unbroken neck ring. Grey or white in the head colour.
Duck: Lack of eye stripes. Any indication of a white neck ring. Light fawn ground 
colour. Unclear pencilling on scapulars and back. Pale throat and eye markings.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: Indistinct secondary or greater covert bars.
Drake: Black marks on bill. Lack of dark bronze on scapulars.

The Saxony
Drake:
Plumage: Head and neck grey-blue as far as the white neck ring (neck ring to be broken 
at the back of the neck). Lower part of the neck, shoulders and breast rusty-red with 
slight silver lacing on shoulders and breast. Back and rump blue-grey. Lower body, 
fl ights and main tail oatmeal. Undertail grey-blue. Wing bars pale grey. Underwing 
cream-white.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Bill: Yellow with a slight green tint.
Legs and feet: Orange.
Duck:
Plumage: Head, neck and breast apricot-buff with a distinct white line above the eye 
and also a lower one in front of the eye. Cream throat. Back, breast and rump buff. 
Flights oatmeal, wing bars grey.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Bill: Orange-brown.
Legs and feet: Orange.
Faults:
Drake: Brown head, black bean on bill, breast colour running on to fl anks, full or no 
neck ring.
Duck: White bib, pale neck ring, dark under feathering, lacing. Absence of eyestripes.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
Duck: White on chest, no blue feathering.

The Streicher
Drake:
Plumage: Head and neck brown-black overlaid with an intense green iridescence termi-
nated shortly before the shoulders by a completely encircling silver-white ring. The ring 
dividing in a sharp clean line the neck and breast colours. The breast, nape and shoulders 
a rich red-brown with white silver lacing. Belly, fl anks and stern silvery-white or cream. 
Lower back dark grey with darker points and each feather laced with white. Rump 
brown-black with a slight iridescence. Wings: scapulars and tertiaries as the breast with 
wide silver-white lacing; small coverts French grey with a lighter edging; the violet-green 
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speculum bordered by black and white lines on the upper and lower edges; primaries 
silvery-white with a slightly iridescent dark grey overlay. Underwing cream-white. 
Tail: Brownish-black, the whole bordered with white; brown-black sex curls. The lower 
tail covert brown-black, fi nishing neatly and not running into the stern and fl ank colour.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Bill: Yellowish-green with black bean at the tip.
Legs and feet: Dark orange.
Duck:
Plumage: Head and neck fawnish-buff with brow and crown strongly grained with dark 
brown (not black). Upper breast, lower neck, nape and shoulders lightly streaked with 
light brown on a pale cream ground. Lower breast, belly and stern creamy-white. Lower 
back light fawn with darker points and laced with light grey. Rump, fawnish-grey with 
brown points forming a triangular pattern.
Wings: Scapulars and tertiaries creamy-fawn with brown fl ecks; wing bows dark fawn 
laced with cream, the speculum and primaries as in the drake (the white ground colour 
to prevail). 
Tail: Fawn.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Bill: Dark grey, almost black.
Legs and feet: As dark grey as possible.
Faults:
In both sexes: Absent or defective wing bars and framing (black and white border)
Drake: Too dark a ground colour, breast colour running too low into body; lack of 
lacing; lack of white tips on sex curls; brown head; broken, too wide or absent neck 
ring, blue bill.
Duck: Coarse or black graining and an eyestripe on the head; absence of brown graining 
and streaking; white head, yellow bill.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
Duck: Olive bill.

The trout
Drake:
Plumage: Head and upper neck green with lustre, a distinct white collar almost encircl-
ing the neck and tapering towards the shoulders. Back silver-grey with dark grey stippled 
pencilling, shading to greenish-black over the rump. Lower back fringed with stippled 
light grey pencilling. Lower neck, breast and shoulders claret, with fi ne white fringing 
on each feather. Flanks and underbody light grey with mid grey stippled pencilling, 
shading to white stern. 
Wings: Primaries and tertiaries grey-brown. Speculum iridescent blue bordered with 
black then white. Coverts silver-grey except for greater coverts which are indistinctly 
tipped with white then black. Main scapulars silver-grey, outer edge faint bronze tinge. 
Cream-white underwing. 
Tail: Light stippled grey on outer vane, darker grey-brown on inner vane. Coverts and 
under tail black.
Eyes: Dark brown.
Bill: Light olive-green with black bean.
Legs and feet: Orange.
Duck:
Plumage: Head and neck fawn, each feather with brown graining. This graining forms 
a darker band from the crown down the back of the upper neck. Eyebrow creamy white; 
dark line through the eye; pale line in front of the eye down the bill. Base of the bill 
and front of the neck creamy fawn. Back breast and fl anks fawn ground, delicately 
streaked or pencilled with dark brown. Pencilling best developed on the larger feathers. 
Wings: Primaries greyish-buff. Speculum and its borders as drake. Tertiaries showing 
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indications of pencilling. Coverts grey-brown edged with light fawn. Scapulars ideally 
pencilled with a single V in brown on light fawn. Cream-white underwing. 
Tail: Buff marked with dark brown; darker feathers in the centre than the outer edges.
Eyes: Brown.
Bill: Pinkish orange-brown with spots. Dark bean.
Legs and feet: Dull orange.
Faults:
In both sexes: White feathers under bill. White in the primaries. Pigmented underwings. 
Incomplete or obscure speculum.
Drake: Bill dark or blue-green. Grey or white in the head colour. Lack of white fringing 
on the claret breast feathers. Lack of white stern.
Duck: ‘Mossy’ or indistinct feather markings on the back of the duck’s body. Lack of 
eyestripes. Yellow or lead-coloured bill. Any indication of a white neck ring.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
In both sexes: Indistinct secondary or greater covert bars.
Drake: Dark bronze dominating scapulars.
Duck: Bright orange bill colour. Throat colour extending too far on to the breast.

The white
In both sexes:
Plumage: Pure white throughout.
Eyes: Sky-blue.
Bill: Orange-yellow.
Legs and feet: Orange.
Faults:
Drake: Black on bill.
Duck: Mottled legs, black bean.
Minor faults (to be discouraged):
Duck: Black on bill on older duck.

Weights

Drake 1.60–2.3 kg (31–2 –5 lb)
Duck 1.4–2.00 kg (3–41–2  lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 20
Head, bill and neck 20
Body 20
Legs and feet 5
Condition 10
Colour 15
Size  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Twisted or deformed mandibles. Kinked neck. Slipped wing. Low car-
riage: ‘a duck which cannot maintain a natural carriage of at least 40° to the horizontal 
will not be considered a pure Runner, however good its other points may be’ (Indian 
Runner Duck Club of Great Britain – a disqualifi cation since 1913).

Faults

In both sexes:
Domed head: a rounded skull (rather than fl attened) rising beyond the line of the 
culmen.
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Plump head.
Centrally placed eyes: well below the line of the top of the skull.
Dished bill: depression in the line of the culmen.
Arched neck.
Thick or short neck.
Long neck: beyond one third of the total length.
Neck expansion that distorts the symmetry of the ‘hock bottle’ shape.
Prominent shoulders.
Hollow back: angular displacement of the neck to the body, which should be 180° when 
the bird is standing at attention.
‘Gutter’ back: a long concavity between the shoulders.
Flat back.
Pointed breast: prominent sternum. Pigeon breast: prominent chest muscles
‘Cricket bat’: broad, shallow body (fl at back and front). Body squat or short.
Any other major distortion of the narrow, cylindrical shape.
Fish bill.
Very short stern: well clear of the ground. Long stern: touching the ground.
Forward legs: protruding, angular thighs that distort the lines of the body and cause 
awkward movement or poor carriage.
Turned up tail: when the bird is alert or at attention.

Faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: Roman bill. Prominent thighs. Tail between the legs when stressed.

MAGPIE
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: Wales

The Magpie is an unusual duck breed named only according to its original plumage 
markings of black and white. Developed by Reverend Gower Williams and Mr Oliver 
Drake in the years following World War I, the breed was fi rst standardised in the adden-
dum to the 1926 Poultry Club Standards. It has a comparable colour form in the later 
German Altrheiner Elsterenten produced by Paul-Erwin Oswald.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Approximately 35° when active. Good length of body, giving a somewhat 
racy appearance, indicative of strength combined with great activity.
Head: Long and straight. Eyes large and prominent, giving keen and alert appearance. 
Bill long and broad.
Neck: Long, strong and slightly curved.
Body: Back level and fairly broad. Breast full and rounded.
Tail: Medium length, gently rising from the line of the back, and increasing apparent 
length of the bird.
Wings: Powerful and carried close to the body.
Legs and feet: Medium length.
Plumage: Close and smooth.

Colour

The black-and-white
In both sexes:
Head and neck: White surmounted by a black cap covering the whole of the crown, 
down to almost the top of the eyes.
Back: Solid black from shoulders to the tip of the tail.
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Blue-and-white Magpie female

Black-and-white Magpie male
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Breast, fl anks, thighs, underbody and stern: White.
Tail and undertail: Black.
Wings: White primary and secondary feathers.
Scapulars: when the wings are closed there is a heart shaped mantle of black feathers 
formed over the back.
Underwing white.
The outline of the coloured feathers should be sharp, clearly defi ned and symmetrical.

The blue-and-white
As above, the blue replacing black.

The chocolate-and-white
As above, the chocolate replacing black.

The dun-and-white
As above, the dun replacing black.

In both sexes and all colours
Eyes: dark grey or dark brown. Bill: in younger birds: yellow. In older birds: drake 
yellow, spotted with green, and the duck grey-green. Legs and webs: orange; dark mot-
tling permissible.

Weights

Drake 2.5–3.2 kg (51–2 –7 lb)
Duck 2.0–2.7 kg (41–2 –6 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck 18
Body 12
Legs and feet 5
Colour 30
Size 15
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Absence of cap.

Faults

In both sexes: Asymmetry of markings; white feathers in the tail; markings in the face 
or thigh; additional markings other than stated. Cream or pink bill; excessive weight or 
coarseness.

MUSCOVY
Classifi cation: Heavy
Origin: America
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The wild Muscovy (Cairina moschata) is a native of South and Central America where 
it was being domesticated long before Columbus arrived in 1492. (White ones were 
found on Guadeloupe, by Diego Alvarez Chanca in 1494.) It is allocated to a sub-group 
of perching ducks known as ‘the greater wood ducks’, which it shares with the white-
winged wood duck and Hartlaub’s duck. These are heavy-bodied birds with relatively 
short legs that give them a horizontal carriage. They have broad wings with bony knobs 
at the carpal joints and the males show a slight swelling of the forehead during the 
breeding season. The wild Muscovies are mainly black in plumage with white patches 
on the wing covert area. These vary, but usually develop with age. This is the basic wild 
pattern. Other patterns have been developed under domestication, including the magpie 
pattern and the white-headed magpie pattern. Three other characteristics are readily 
apparent: Muscovies have an erectile forecrown crest, wart-like ‘caruncles’ that develop 
with age, especially in the case of the males, and webbed feet (with strong claws) equally 
suited to perching as swimming. The size has increased under domestication. A powerful 
bird requiring careful handling.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Almost horizontal, low but jaunty.
Head: Large, particularly in the drake. Crowned with a small crest of feathers which 
are raised in excitement or alarm. Caruncles on the face and over the base of the bill 
(both crest and caruncles more pronounced in the drake than in the duck). Bill wide, 
strong, of medium length, and with a slightly curved bean.
Neck: Medium length, strong and almost erect.
Body: Broad, deep, very long and powerful. Breast broad, full, well rounded and carried 
low. Underbody long and well fl eshed, clear of the ground, slightly rounded.
Tail: Long and carried low giving the body a longer appearance and a slightly curved 
outline to the back.
Wings: Very strong, long and carried high. Capable of fl ight.
Legs and feet: Legs strong, wide apart and fairly short. Thighs short, strong and mus-
cular. Feet straight, webbed, with pronounced toenails.
Plumage: Close.

Colour

Colour points to be allocated for clarity of the colour in all varieties, and to the sym-
metry of the markings in the magpie pattern and white-headed magpie pattern. In the 
black, blue, chocolate and lavender, a patch of white (which may develop with age) is 
permitted on the wing coverts.

The black
Dense black, with metallic lustre.

The blue
Uniform shade of slate-blue, strongly laced with a darker shade.

The chocolate
Even shade of chocolate, with metallic lustre.

The lavender
An even shade of pinkish blue-grey.

The white
Pure white throughout.
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White-headed Lavender Muscovy male

Black Muscovy magpie female



The magpie pattern
The black magpie
Head and neck white surmounted by a black cap covering the whole of the crown to 
the nape. Back of the body solid black from shoulders to the tip of the tail. Breast, 
underbody and stern white. Thigh coverts white, but the outer thighs, tops of the fl anks 
and the undertail are black. White primary and secondary feathers. When the wings are 
closed there is a heart-shaped mantle of black scapular feathers formed over the back. 
The outline of the black feathers should be sharp, clearly defi ned and symmetrical.

The blue magpie
Magpie pattern with black replaced by a uniform shade of slate-blue, strongly laced 
with a darker shade.

The chocolate magpie
Magpie pattern with black replaced by an even shade of chocolate, with metallic 
lustre.

The lavender magpie
Magpie pattern with black replaced by an even shade of pinkish blue-grey.

The white-headed magpie pattern
The white-headed black magpie
Magpie pattern but without the black cap.

The white-headed blue magpie
Magpie pattern but without the blue cap.

The white-headed chocolate magpie
Magpie pattern but without the chocolate cap.

The white-headed lavender magpie
Magpie pattern but without the lavender cap.

In both sexes and all colours
Face and caruncles: Red preferred, a little black permitted.
Eyes: Yellow, brown or blue.
Bill: Pinkish fl esh or horn, sometimes with darker shading, red, or black. Usually a 
lighter shade at the bean.
Legs and feet: Variable, from fl esh-pink or yellow to black. Possible mottling.

Weights

Drake 4.5–6.3 kg (10–14 lb)
Duck 2.3–3.2 kg (5–7 lb)
It is a characteristic of the breed for the drake to be about twice the size of the duck.

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck 20
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 20
Size 20
Condition 10
 100
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Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Caruncles impeding eyes and nostrils.

Faults

In both sexes: Uneven markings in magpie pattern birds. Cap colour extending below 
the nape; speckled or incomplete cap.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: Undersize. Lack of caruncling in mature birds.

ORPINGTON
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: Great Britain

The Orpington Ducks were developed by William Cook of Kent, who also bred Orping-
ton chickens in the late nineteenth century. The buff and blue versions are likely to have 
emerged sometime after 1894, and were being advertised for sale in 1898. These ducks 
were believed to be the result of cross-breeding Indian Runners to Aylesburys, Rouens 
and Cayugas. The buffs were standardised in 1910, followed by the blue variety in 1926. 
Black, white and chocolate Orpingtons were also developed but these were not 
standardised.

The standard buff Orpington is an attractive but unstable colour form. Standard birds 
are impure for blue dilution and produce three colour forms, the fi rst of which is the 
standard:
Buff: Intermediate head colour in the males (seal brown), a dark grey-brown colour. 
There is very slight indication of blue on the rump, and the females, like the males, have 
an overall even buff body colour with little evidence of pencilling.
Blond: Pale buff with a light grey-brown head (in the case of the drake) and possibly 
more blue on the rump. The females are paler than the buffs and there is even less chance 
of pencilling.
Brown: Light khaki pencilled plumage on the females; brown heads and rumps on the 
males; no evidence of blue at all.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Slightly elevated at the shoulders, but avoiding any tendency to the upright 
carriage of the Pekin or Indian Runner.
Head: Fine and oval in shape. Eyes large and bold. Bill of moderate length.
Neck: Moderate length, upright.
Body: Long and broad, deep, without any sign of a keel. Back perfectly straight. Breast 
full and round.
Tail: Small, compact and rising slightly from the line of the back.
Wings: Strong and carried closely to the sides.
Legs and feet: Legs of moderate length; strong.
Plumage: Smooth and glossy.

Colour

The buff
Drake:
The head and neck: Seal-brown (two or three shades darker than the body) with a bright 
gloss, but complete absence of beetle-green. The seal-brown terminates in a sharply 
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Buff Orpington male

Buff Orpington female



defi ned line all the way round the neck. Eyes brown. Bill yellow-ochre with dark 
bean.
Body: A rich, even shade of deep buff throughout. Rump brown, as free as possible 
from ‘blue’.
Legs and webs: Orange-red.
Duck:
Plumage: Body a rich even shade of buff throughout, free from blue, brown or white 
feathers and any pencilling.
Eyes: Brown.
Bill: Orange-brown with dark bean.
Legs and webs: Orange-red.

Weights

Drake 2.2–3.4 kg (5–71–2  lb)
Duck 2.2–3.2 kg (5–7 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck 15
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 35
Size 10
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Colour other than stated; evidence of eyestripes at any stage of 
plumage.
In the drake: Grey, silver or blue head; beetle-green on any part.

Faults

In both sexes: Evidence of a keel.
In the drake: White feathers on the neck or under the chin; brown secondaries; exces-
sively blue rump; very green bill; pencilling.
In the duck: Pencilling; white feathers on the neck or breast; brown or blue feathers; 
green bill.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In the drake: Head colour extending on to the breast.
In the duck: Pale primaries, secondaries and wing coverts.

PEKIN
Classifi cation: Heavy
Origin: China

The Pekin was imported from China into Great Britain and America between 1872 and 
1874. Crossed with other breeds, it had a large impact on the commercial table bird 
market. The American strain continues to show a less than upright carriage whilst the 
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British and European Pekins retain the characteristics described below. The British 
Standard between 1910 and 1930 insisted on a plumage that was deep cream or ‘buff 
canary’, and when this strain ‘died out’ fresh importations were made from Europe. The 
present exhibition strain is therefore often referred to as the ‘German Pekin’, largely to 
distinguish it from the American. This is a variety that continues to thrive as an exhibi-
tion breed and also as basic stock for commercial breeding. In addition, it provided 
genetic material for several modern breeds, including the Saxony.

Overall type (shape): male and female

A good description of the general shape of the Pekin is that it resembles a small, wide 
boat, standing almost on its stern, and the bow leaning slightly forward.
Carriage: Almost upright.
Head: Large, broad and round, with high skull, rising rather abruptly from the base of 
the bill. Eyes bold, partly shaded by heavy brows and bulky cheeks. Bill short, broad 
and thick, slightly convex or straight.
Neck: Appears short and thick; with slightly gulleted throat. Erect nape feathers, espe-
cially on the drake, can give the impression of a mane.
Body: Medium length, broad, with full shoulders. Breast broad, smooth and full. Broad 
deep paunch and stern carried just clear of the ground.
Tail: Well spread and carried quite high.
Wings: Short, carried closely to the sides.
Legs and feet: Legs strong and stout, set well back and causing erect carriage.
Plumage: Very abundant and well furnished.

Colour

In both sexes:
Eyes: Dark lead-blue.
Bill: Bright orange.
Legs and feet: Bright orange.
Plumage: Deep cream or cream.

Weights

Drake 4.1 kg (9 lb)
Duck 3.6 kg (8 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 20
Head, bill and neck 20
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 10
Size 20
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Squirrel or wry tail.

Faults

In both sexes: Weeping eyes. Black marks on bill; long or dished bill. Narrow stern; 
keel on breast. Dropped tail.
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Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: White rather than cream plumage.

ROUEN
Classifi cation: Heavy
Origin: France

The Rouen is a very large domestic duck with plumage colour and markings that 
resemble those of the wild mallard (Anas p. platyrhynchos). Originally produced in 
Normandy, from the area of Rouen, it was imported into southern England some time 
in the eighteenth century. Here its size, shape and colouring were further developed to 
such an extent that it was distinguished from the commercial French ducks by referring 
to it as the Rouen foncé (dark Rouen) or even ‘English Rouen’.
This was one of the fi rst duck breeds standardised in Great Britain (in the original 
Standards of 1865), and is now valued more for its size and plumage markings in the 
exhibition pen than as a commercial meat bird. It has also been used as basic stock for 
breeding many of the duck breeds developed in the twentieth century.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Horizontal, the keel parallel to and touching the ground when the bird is 
standing at rest.
Head: Massive, skull rising slightly from the base of the bill. Eyes bold. Bill long, wide 
and fl at.
Neck: Medium length, strong, slightly curved but not arched.
Body: Long and broad. Breast broad and deep. Keel deep.
Tail: Very slightly elevated.
Wings: Large and well tucked to the sides.
Legs and feet: Legs of medium length. Shanks stout and well set to balance the body 
in a straight line.
Plumage: Tight and glossy.

Colour

Drake:
Markings throughout the whole plumage should be cleanly cut and well defi ned in every 
detail, the colours distinct and not shading into each other.
Head and neck: Black with green lustre to within about 2.5 cm (1 in) of the shoulders 
where the ring appears. Ring perfectly white and cleanly cut, dividing the neck and 
breast colours, but not quite encircling the neck, leaving a small space at the back. Eyes 
dark hazel. Bill bright green-yellow, with black bean at the tip.
Back and rump: Black with green lustre.
Breast: Rich claret, in the form of a deep, cleanly cut bib dropping vertically in line 
with the wing butts to beneath the breast.
Flanks and stern: Grey-charcoal stippled pencilling on lighter ground. Undertail black, 
separated by indistinct, curved line.
Tail: Dark slate-brown. Tail coverts: black or dark slate tinged with brown; two or 
three green-black curled feathers in the centre.
Wings:
Primaries and primary coverts dark brown-slate.
Secondaries (speculum) iridescent blue tipped with distinct black then white bars.
Greater coverts brown-slate tipped with distinct white then black bars.
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Smaller coverts grey.
Scapular feathers similar to, but more brown than, the fl ank feathers. At the centre of 
the back and on the edges above the wings, these are rich, dark bronze.
Underwing: cream/white.
Legs and webs: Orange-red.
Duck:
Head and neck: Rich golden- or chestnut-brown, each feather with darker brown grain-
ing. This graining forms a darker band from the bill over the crown, the band becoming 
less distinct down the back of the neck. Faint eyestripes, i.e. a faint line above the eye, 
a dark line through the eye and a faint line below and in front of the eye. Eyes dark 
hazel. Bill orange, with black bean at tip, and black saddle extending almost to each 
side and about two thirds down towards the tip. Plain, ground colour throat.
Remainder of body plumage: Rich golden- or chestnut-brown, every feather distinctly 
pencilled from breast to fl ank and stern, the markings to be very dark brown to black, 
the black pencilling on the rump having a green lustre. Large feathers ideally show 
double or triple pencilling.
Wings:
Primaries and primary coverts dark brown-slate.
Secondaries (speculum) iridescent blue tipped with distinct black then white bars.
Greater coverts brown-slate tipped with distinct white then black bars.
Smaller coverts edged with a lighter colour.
Underwing cream/white.
Legs and webs: Dull orange-brown.

Weights

Drake 4.5–5.4 kg (10–12 lb)
Duck 4.1–5.0 kg (9–11 lb)

Scale of points

Drake
Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck 15
Body 10
Legs and feet 5
Colour (colour 20, markings 15)  35
Size 15
Condition  10
 100

Duck
Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck 15
Body 10
Legs and feet 5
Colour (colour 15, markings 20) 35
Size 15
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: White primaries. Lack of keel.
In the drake: Lack of neck ring.
In the duck: White or approaching white ring on neck.
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Faults

In both sexes: Broken down stern.
In the drake: White fringing on claret breast feathers. Claret colour running into the 
body colour. Blue-green in the colour of the bill.
In the duck: Indistinct or insuffi cient pencilling.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: Indistinct secondary or greater covert bars.
In the drake: Flank feathers with rust. Any white in the stern.
In the duck: Leaden or green bill.

ROUEN CLAIR
Classifi cation: Heavy
Origin: France

The Rouen Clair is a modern development of the traditional mallard-coloured ducks 
from the Rouen area of France. It is distinguished from the Rouen foncé by the pale 
(Isabelle clair) ground colour of the female, the slightly upright carriage and a number 
of other characteristics common to the light phase plumage.

The modern Rouen Clair is largely the result of breeding accomplished by Monsieur 
Rene Garry between 1910 and 1920. Beginning with birds selected from farms in the 
area of Picardy, he proceeded to develop bloodlines primarily for size and plumage 
colour. Further bloodlines, involving Rouen–mallard crosses, improved the vigour and 
resulted in a large, light-phase, commercial duck, fi rst standardised in France in 1923 
and in Great Britain in 1982.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Rather more upright than the Rouen, 10–20° above the horizontal.
Head: Bold, slight rise to the skull; eyes bright; bill medium length, broad.
Neck: Upright and of medium length; not thin.
Body: Very long, with good width, yet more smooth breasted than the Rouen. The 
important feature of the Rouen Clair is its length (ideally 90 cm [35 in.] from the point 
of beak to the end of tail with neck extended), which gives it elegance in spite of its 
heavy body.
Tail: Slightly elevated.
Wings: Neatly folded against the body.
Legs and feet: Legs medium length, set slightly back.
Plumage: Close and smooth.

Colour

Drake:
Head and neck: Black with green lustre down to the clear white neck ring, 5–9 mm (1–4 –
3–8  in.) wide, which encircles about four fi fths of the neck, leaving a small space at the 
back. Eyes: Brown. Bill: Yellow with greenish tint; black bean.
Back: Pearly-grey, darker than the fl anks. Rump brilliant greenish-black.
Breast: Claret, with white edging at the end of each feather.
Flanks: Pearly-grey (grey stippled pencilling on lighter ground).
Underbody: Light grey changing to white.
Stern: White.
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Tail: Whitish-grey. Undertail black.
Wings:
Primaries greyish-brown with light edge.
Secondaries (speculum) iridescent blue tipped with distinct black then white bars.
Greater coverts tipped with distinct white then black bars.
Smaller coverts greyish-brown.
Scapulars grey with bronze edge.
Underwing: Cream/white.
Legs and webs: Orange-yellow.
Duck:
Head and neck: Fawn with dark graining on the crown. Eyes: Brown. Eyebrow of 
creamy-white; dark line through the eye; pale line below and in front of the eye down 
to the bill. Bill: Orange-ochre with brown saddle; black bean. Base of the bill and front 
of neck creamy-fawn.
Body: Fawn ground, delicately streaked or pencilled with dark brown. Pencilling best 
developed as chevrons on the larger feathers.
Tail: Colour as body.
Wings:
Primaries greyish-brown with light edges.
Speculum as drake. Coverts brown edged with cream.
Scapulars ideally pencilled with a single V in brown.
Underwing: Cream/white.
Legs and webs: Dull yellow-orange.

Weights

Drake 3.4–4.1 kg (71–2 –9 lb)
Duck 2.9–3.4 kg (61–2 –71–2  lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck 15
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 30
Size 15
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: White fl ights.
In the drake: Lack of white stern.
In the duck: Lack of eye stripes; white neck ring.

Faults

In both sexes: Presence of keel; lack of size.
In the drake: Grey in the green of the head; closed neck ring; mixture of claret feathers 
on the fl anks; lack of edging on breast feathers.
In the duck: Throat colour extending too low on the breast.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In the drake: Black lines along bill centre.
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SAXONY
Classifi cation: Heavy
Origin: Germany

Developed mainly from Rouens, German Pekins and Blue Pommerns around 1930, the 
Saxony was bred by Albert Franz at Chemnitz. It was fi rst exhibited at Chemnitz-Alten-
dorf at the fi rst Saxony County Show of 1934. However, the breed stock was almost 
entirely destroyed during World War II and in 1952 Franz was forced to begin a revival 
using small surviving fl ocks and reintroducing some of the other breeds employed earlier 
in 1930. The Saxony duck was recognised in East Germany (GDR) in 1957, in West 
Germany (FRG) the following year and in Great Britain in 1982.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Elevated to approximately 30° when active and alert.
Head: Long, bold, with gentle rise to the forehead. Eyes bright. Bill medium length and 
broad.
Neck: Medium length, same width from head to breast, not thin.
Body: Large, broad and deep without any suggestion of a keel. Breast full and round.
Tail: Slightly elevated.
Wings: Neatly folded against the body.
Legs and feet: Medium length. Legs set a little back from centre.
Plumage: Close and smooth.

Colour

Drake:
Head and neck: Pigeon-blue (blue-grey) down to the closed neck ring which is white 
and about 5–9 mm (1–4 – 3–8  in.) wide. Eyes dark brown. Bill yellow with light green tinge 
and pale bean.
Back, rump and undertail: Pigeon-blue (blue-grey).
Lower neck (below ring), breast and shoulders: Claret with slight silver edging on the 
shoulders and breast. Lower body oatmeal.
Stern: White.
Wings:
Primaries grey.
Secondaries (speculum) pigeon-blue tipped with distinct dark then light blue bars.
Greater coverts tipped with distinct dark then light blue bars.
Underwing cream/white.
Tail: Light grey.
Legs and webs: Orange.
Duck:
Head and neck: Deep apricot-buff. Eyes: Brown. Eyebrow of creamy-white; dark line 
through the eye; cream line below and in front of the eye down to the bill. Bill yellow 
with brownish tinge and pale bean.
Throat: Cream.
Back and rump: Paler buff.
Tail: Buff.
Wings:
Primaries oatmeal.
Secondaries (speculum) pigeon-blue tipped with distinct dark then light blue bars.
Greater coverts tipped with distinct light then dark blue bars.
Underwing cream/white.
Legs and webs: Orange.
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Weights

Drake 3.6 kg (8 lb)
Duck 3.2 kg (7 lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck 15
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 30
Size 15
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In the drake: Absence of neck ring.
In the duck: Presence of neck ring. Absence of eye stripes.

Faults

In both sexes: Keel. Horizontal carriage. Black bean on bill.
In the drake: Broken neck ring. Breast colour running on to the fl anks and solid breast 
colour. Any brown on the head.
In the duck: Claret or excessive white on breast.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In both sexes: Upright carriage.

SILVER APPLEYARD
Classifi cation: Heavy
Origin: Great Britain

Originated by Reginald Appleyard in the mid twentieth century, the Silver Appleyard 
was developed as a layer of ‘lots of big white eggs’ and as a white-skinned table bird 
that attained a weight of 3.0 kg (61–4  lb) (cold and plucked) at the age of 9 weeks. For 
size, carriage and basic plumage colour, it closely resembles the Rouen Clair. Its unique 
feature, however, is the expression of the restricted mallard gene that limits the amount 
of pigment on the face and body plumage of both duck and drake. Little is known about 
the appearance of the fi rst Appleyards other than from sources like the painting by 
Wippell commissioned in 1947. The modern Silver Appleyard (standardised in 1982) 
and its Miniature form (standardised in 1997) are largely the result of breeding by Tom 
Bartlett of Folly Farm.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Lively, slightly erect, the back sloping gently from shoulder to tail.
Head: Bold, slight rise to the skull. Eyes bright. Bill medium length, broad.
Neck: Upright and of medium length, not thin.
Body: Compact, broad and well rounded. Moderate length.
Tail: Slightly elevated.

Silver Appleyard 447



Wings: Neatly folded against the body.
Legs and feet: Legs medium length, set slightly back.
Plumage: Close and smooth.

Colour

Drake:
Head and neck: Black with green lustre. Faint eyebrow and cheek markings in 
silver-white.
Bill: Yellow with slight greenish tint, with a dark bean. A white ring (5–9 mm; 
1–4 – 3–8  in.) completely encircles the neck. The throat is silver-white fl ecked. Base of neck 
and shoulders below the ring claret.
Back: Claret followed by dark grey mottled back feathers.
Rump: Solid black with green lustre.
Breast: Claret with white undercolour – each feather tipped with a fi ne, white 
fringe. The claret bib is broken in the centre and fades to light silver under the 
body.
Flanks: Grey stippled pencilling on white ground. Claret of breast extends along the 
upper fl ank above the thigh coverts which are pale grey.
Tail: Grey with broad white edging. Undertail black.
Wings:
Primaries grey and white, with white edging.
Secondaries (speculum) iridescent blue tipped with black then white.
Tertiaries grey.
Patterned light silver wing coverts match the colour of the breast and underbody.
Scapulars grey stipple; outer edge claret.
Underwing cream/white.
Duck:
Head and neck: Silver-white with crown and back of neck fawn fl ecked with brown-
grey. This fawn on the neck should join that of the shoulder without a break. Deep 
fawn line through the eye.
Bill: Yellow with a brown saddle and dark bean.
Back and rump: Fawn fl ecked with brown-grey.
Breast and underbody: Creamy white
Flanks: Creamy white and fawn, fl ecked with brown-grey.
Tail: Mottled fawn, darker centre to each feather.
Wings:
Primaries creamy-white, brown towards the tip.
Secondaries (speculum) blue, tipped with black then white.
Tertiaries mottled fawn-brown.
Coverts white, marked with fawn and grey.
Scapulars fawn streaked with grey-brown.
Underwing cream/white.
In both sexes:
Eyes: Dark hazel.
Legs: Orange.

Weights

Drake 3.6–4.1 kg (8–9 lb)
Duck 3.2–3.6 kg (7–8 lb)
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Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck 15
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 30
Size 15
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Pure white primaries.
In the drake: Solid green head. Dark grey underbody and/or wing coverts. Solid claret 
bib.
In the duck: Solid brown head.

Faults

In both sexes: Presence of keel; lack of size; absence of blue speculum.
In the drake: Open or excessively broad neck ring; excessive claret along fl anks.
In the duck: Lack of eye line; broken neck line; excessive colour to under belly; com-
pletely white wing coverts.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In the duck: Completely white undertail.

SILVER APPLEYARD MINIATURE
Classifi cation: Bantam
Origin: Great Britain

Developed in the 1980s and shown at the fi rst BWA Championship Waterfowl Exhibi-
tion of 1987 by Tom Bartlett of Folly Farm, this Bantam Duck is a miniature version 
of the original Silver Appleyard produced by Reginald Appleyard in the mid twentieth 
century. The Miniature, fi rst standardised in 1997, is roughly a third of the weight of 
the original, large breed.

Overall type (shape), colour and scale of points

As for large Silver Appleyard.

Weights

Drake 1.36 kg (3 lb)
Duck 1.19 kg (21–2  lb)

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Presence of broad band of white extending up the back of the neck. Pure 
white primaries.
In the drake: Solid claret bib.
In the duck: Solid brown head.
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Faults

In both sexes: Over-size. Mallard shape (long bill and racy body). Absence of blue 
speculum.
In the drake: Open or excessively broad neck ring. Solid grey wing coverts and under-
body; solid claret bib; lack of silver-white cheek and throat markings.
In the duck: Lack of eye line; broken neck line; excessive colour to under belly.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In the duck: Completely white undertail.

SILVER BANTAM
Classifi cation: Bantam
Origin: Great Britain

This bantam breed was formerly known as the Silver Appleyard Bantam. It was pro-
duced by Reginald Appleyard from a cross between a small khaki Campbell duck and 
a white Call drake in the 1940s. The Silver Bantam does not have the same colour genes 
as the large Silver Appleyard, hence the change of name when the Miniature Appleyard 
was standardised in 1997. The Bantam is very similar to the Abacot Ranger, which was 
also developed from khaki Campbells and crossed to a white drake. In this way, the 
dusky mallard genes were retained and the hidden harlequin-phase genes were 
revealed.

Overall type (shape): male and female

Carriage: Slightly erect, head held high, the back sloping gently from shoulder to tail.
Head: Small and neat. Bill medium length.
Neck: Medium length, almost vertical.
Body: Compact, but a more slender shape than the Call Duck. Body clear of the ground 
for active foraging.
Tail: Medium length and only slightly elevated.
Wings: Held close to the body.
Legs and feet: Legs of medium length.
Plumage: Tight and glossy.

Colour

Drake:
Head and neck: Black with green lustre, terminated above the shoulder by a completely 
encircling white ring, dividing in a sharp clean line the neck and breast colours. Eyes: 
Dark brown. 
Bill: Yellow-green with black bean.
Back: Upper back: white feathers fi nely stippled with black and fringed with white. 
Lower down the back the stippling becomes heavier, each feather preferably fringed 
with white, until solid black with green lustre on the rump. Black ‘sex-curls’ may also 
be tipped with white.
Breast, neck base and shoulders: Claret edged with white.
Flanks, underbody and stern: Silvery white to cream (a white ground colour being 
preferable). A little of the breast colour extending along the upper fl ank.
Tail: Paler outer feathers; central feathers darker, each feather having a dark grey centre 
and paler off-white edging. Undertail black, fi nishing neatly and not running into the 
stern and fl ank colour.

452 Silver Bantam



Silver Bantam 453

Wings:
Primaries silvery-white with a slightly iridescent dark grey overlay.
Secondaries (speculum) bluish-green tipped with distinct black then white bars.
Greater coverts dark grey with well defi ned white rim.
Smaller coverts French grey with a lighter edging.
Scapulars and tertiaries as the breast with wider silver-white edging.
Underwing creamy-white.
Leg and webs: Orange.
Duck:
Head and neck: Fawn (a deeper shade in young females) with the brow and crown 
clearly marked with darker graining. There is a sharp division between the neck and 
upper white of the breast colour. Eyes dark brown. Bill yellow to grey-green.
Lower back: White feathers with central dark streak; markings heaviest towards the 
rump.
Upper breast, lower neck, shoulders and fl anks: Lightly streaked with light brown on 
a creamy-white ground.
Lower breast, underbody and stern: Creamy-white.
Tail: Feathers white with central dark streak and fawn and black stippling.
Wings:
Primaries and speculum as the drake.
Greater coverts dark grey with well defi ned white rim.
Smaller coverts dark fawn edged with cream.
Scapulars and tertiaries creamy-fawn with brown fl ecks.
Underwing: creamy-white.
The white ground colour in the bird to prevail.
Legs and webs: Orange.

Weights

Drake 0.9 kg (2 lb)
Duck 0.8 kg (13–4  lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck 15
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 30
Size 15
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Absent speculum. Oversize.
In the drake: Brown head; broken, too wide or absent neck ring; white under the 
chin.
In the duck: Mallard eyestripes; white head colour.

Faults

In the drake: Too dark a ground colour; breast colour running too low into body or 
lacking white edging; blue bill.
In the duck: Absence of graining or streaking; dark ground colour.



WELSH HARLEQUIN
Classifi cation: Light
Origin: Great Britain

Originally bred by Group Captain Leslie Bonnet at the end of World War II, the breed 
owes its existence to a chance production of two mutations (‘sports’) from a fl ock of 
khaki Campbells in 1949. These ‘Honey Campbells’ were renamed ‘Welsh Harlequins’ 
when the Bonnet family moved to Wales.

The Harlequins were saved from virtual extinction after the late 1960s by Edward 
Grayson in Lancashire. He had retained birds from the original Bonnet strain, bred these 
back to khaki Campbells and eventually stabilised the colour form. This was possible 
simply because the Harlequin is genetically almost identical to the khaki Campbell. It 
possesses two recessive genes, which F.M. Lancaster established as harlequin-phase. 
Both khaki Campbell and Welsh Harlequin have dusky mallard genes and sex-linked, 
brown dilution genes, hence the bronze rather than blue specula. Modern examples of 
the Welsh Harlequin, however, tend to have bright olive bills, compared to the blue-
green of the Campbell and a proportion of the early Harlequins.

Overall type (shape: male and female)

Carriage: Alert and slightly upright, the head carried high with shoulders higher than 
the saddle, the back showing a gentle slant; the whole carriage not too erect (about 35°) 
but not so low as to cause waddling. Activity and foraging power to be retained without 
loss of depth and width of body generally.
Head: Refi ned in jaw and skull. Eyes full, bold and bright; fairly high in skull and 
prominent. Bill of medium length, depth and width; following a smooth line with the 
top of the skull.
Neck: Medium length, slender, almost erect.
Body: Compact, with width well maintained from shoulders to stern.
Tail: Short and small.
Wings: Tight, held close to the body.
Legs and feet: Legs medium length and set well apart; not too far back.
Plumage: Tight and glossy.

Colour

Drake:
Head and upper neck: Dark brown with a bronze-green lustre to within about 2.5 cm 
(1 in.) of the shoulders where a 0.5–1.5 cm (1–4 – 1–2  in.) white ring (fi ner and more clearly 
defi ned at the front than the back) completely encircles the neck. Eyes: Dark brown. 
Bill: Olive green, with black bean.
Back: Upper back feathers white, fi nely stippled with dark brown and fringed with 
white. Lower down the back the stippling becomes heavier, each feather preferably 
fringed with white until solid dark brown on the rump, where there is a slight green 
lustre.
Breast, neck base and shoulders: Claret, fi nely fringed with white. This colour washes 
along the upper fl ank, fi nishing at the upper thigh coverts.
Underbody and stern: Creamy-white.
Tail: Dark brown bordered with white; undertail bronze.
Wings:
Primaries off-white, overlaid with brown.
Speculum bronze with green lustre, bordered by a fi ne line of white.
Smaller wing coverts creamy-white and fi nely stippled with dark brown, with white 
edging.
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Greater coverts dark brown with white rims.
Outer scapulars as the breast colour, edged with creamy-white which gives a dark tor-
toiseshell effect.
Underwing creamy-white.
Legs and webs: Orange.
Duck:
Head and upper neck: Honey-fawn with brown graining on the crown. Eyes: Dark 
brown. Bill: Dark slate tinged with green.
Main body feathers: Fawn to cream; central shaft of feathers marked with brown. These 
markings less distinct on breast and underbody.
Rump: Mid-brown with darker brown central streak to each feather.
Tail: Mid-brown.
Wings:
Primaries brown edged with white, slightly darker than the drake.
Speculum bronze.
Well defi ned edging on the wing coverts.
Scapulars a mixture of fawn, red-brown and cream producing a rich, tortoiseshell 
effect.
Underwing creamy-white.
Note: The general body colour becomes quite diluted when the female is in full egg 
production.
Legs and webs: Dark brown in mature stock.

Weights

Adult drake 2.3–2.5 kg (5–51–2  lb)
Adult duck 2.0–2.3 kg (4–51–2  lb)

Scale of points

Carriage 10
Head, bill and neck 15
Body 15
Legs and feet 5
Colour 35
Size 10
Condition  10
 100

Disqualifi cations

In both sexes: Blue speculum. Oversize or with a keel.
In the drake: Broken or absent neck ring.
In the duck: Lack of graining on the head.

Faults

In both sexes: Upright carriage. Lack of white edging on the wing coverts.
In the drake: Blue bill.
In the duck: Clearly defi ned brown hood. Lack of dark feather markings on the rump. 
Incorrect bill colour.

Minor faults (to be discouraged)

In the duck: Orange legs (legs palest in younger birds; they darken with age).
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OTHER BREEDS
The British Waterfowl Association looks after any other breeds of duck not standardised 
in this edition. Specimens of other breeds appear occasionally, but not so far in suffi cient 
numbers to warrant standardising.

Pomern
A small Blue Swedish without white fl ights, eastern European in origin.

Shetland
A small and less well marked version of the Blue Swedish, but black where the Swedish 
is blue.
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Standard for utility

Classes are to be offered at the National for Juniors: these compete for HRH Utility 
Cup. Classes are to be offered at Royal and Championship Shows. If two classes of ten 
entries are made, a Bronze card with HRH Prince of Wales feathers embossed in red 
will be awarded.

Classes may be offered for:

Utility, purebred for egg production (F)
Utility, purebred for meat production (M)
Utility, waterfowl
Utility, commercial hybrid

Note: Any breed to enter, but all will be judged for utility using the following points 
scale:
40 pts Capacity  Size and dimensions of back, breast, abdomen and 

pelvis appropriate for production. Allow for sex 
differences and the requirements for egg laying and 
meat production

40 pts Capability  Good health and fi tness as measured by the fi rmness 
and quantity of fl esh, bloom of feather, state of comb 
and in layers, width between pin (pelvic) bones. The 
age of the bird will be taken into account

10 pts Breed characteristics  (For commercial hybrids: evenness of feather 
colour/pattern)

10 pts Show preparation  Clean feathers, feet and legs; trimmed toenails and 
beak, a small amount of olive oil can be applied to 
comb, wattles and legs

Defects (for which birds should be penalised)

Crooked breast bone, overweight (fat: pin bones are diffi cult to feel), evidence of parasite 
damage. In layers, evidence of feather damage on the back due to the cockerel’s exces-
sive mating.

Serious defects (for which the bird should be passed and removed from 
the show)

Any sign of parasites or disease.





Standard for eggs

The Poultry Club has authorised the following standard and scale of points for judging 
eggs.

EXTERNAL
Shape: Showing ample breadth, good dome, with greater length than width, the top to 
be much roomier than the bottom and more curved. The bottom should not be too 
pointed, and a circular, or even narrow shape is undesirable. The ideal shape is described 
as an elliptical cone. In outline it is an asymmetrical ellipse or ‘Cassinian oval’ and a 
cross-section at any point across the egg’s girth is a perfect circle. This description is 
best shown by the large fowl egg. Pullet eggs are less pointed whereas some breeds of 
bantams characteristically lay more pointed eggs.

Shapes of six eggs (description)

Turkeys, ducks and geese are distinct species and each lays eggs of slightly different 
shape. Hence, they should be shown in their own classes. Turkey eggs are quite short 
and conical. Duck eggs are slightly elongated and those of bantam ducks tend to be 
pointed. Geese lay eggs which are lacking for girth and narrow towards the pointed 
end.
Size: Mere size is not a deciding point but should be appropriate for the breed and 
species. A pullet’s normal egg when the bird starts to lay is 49.6 g (13–4  oz) and increases 
quickly to 56.7 g (2 oz), exceeding that after several months of production. There is 
another increase in the hen egg after the moult. Bantam eggs should not exceed 42.5 g 
(11–2  oz). Eggs weighing in excess of this should be passed.

Turkey and duck eggs weigh between 70.9 g (21–2  oz) and 92.2 g (31–4  oz). Bantam duck 
eggs should not exceed 63.8 g (21–4  oz). Goose eggs vary with breed. Light geese lay eggs 
from 141.8 g (5 oz) and heavy breed goose eggs can weigh up to 198.6 g (7 oz).
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Shell texture: Smooth, free from lines or bulges, evenly limed, smooth at each end, 
without roughness, porous parts or lime pimples.
Colour: White, cream, light brown (tinted), brown, mottled or speckled, blue, green, 
olive and plum. The colour should be even and in the case of mottled or speckled eggs, 
regular mottles or speckles are preferred. Mottled or speckled eggs are shown according 
to their ground colour. Where a Breed Club has stated in its standard that a particular 
colour is required, any variations from this should be penalised.
Freshness, bloom and appearance: Shells to be clean, without dull or stale appearance 
as befi ts a new-laid egg. Shell surfaces may be shiny or matt, but should be free from 
blemishes such as stains and nest marks. Eggs may be washed in preparation but not 
polished.
In duck eggs the position of the air space can be apparent. This is not considered a fault. 
Muscovy duck eggs often have a wax cuticle which may be removed.
Matching and uniformity: Eggs forming a plate or exhibit to be uniform in shape, shell 
texture, size, colour and appearance.

INTERNAL
Yolk: Rich, bright golden-yellow, free from blood streaks or ‘meat’ spots. Well rounded 
and well raised from the centre of the albumen. One uniform shade. Blastoderm or germ 
spot not discoloured and there should be no sign of embryo development.
Albumen: This is clear with no signs of blood spots or cloudiness and preferably with 
no tint of colour. It is of dense substance, particularly around the yolk and the differ-
entiation between this thick albumen and the thin outer should be distinct. Waterfowl 
albumen must be clear, it is also more viscous and distinct than the hen’s albumen and 
for these reasons waterfowl contents should be exhibited in classes separate from large 
fowl and bantam.
Chalazae: Each chalaza to resemble a thick cord of white albumen opposite each other 
and attached to the yolk, keeping it to the centre of the inner albumen. Free of blood 
and ‘meat’ spots.
Airspace: Small, about 1.5 cm (1–2  in.) diameter (1 cm [ 3–16 in.] bantams), the membrane 
adhering to the shell. It should be placed at the broad (dome) end, ideally just to one 
side.

British Waterfowl Association: three 
waterfowl eggs

Bantam: three light brown eggs



Standard for eggs 463

Eggs: three matching

Eggs: six matching
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Fresh egg contents: raised yolk, thick albumen and small air sac

*May be maximum for each egg, or for a plate of eggs, whatever the number. Add 5 points more for each egg for 
matching and uniformity.

Stale egg contents: fl at yolk, thin albumen, large air sac and blood spots

Freshness: Indicated by small, taut airspace and unwrinkled top surface of yolk which 
should be raised and not lacking in height. A stale albumen lacks differentiation and is 
watery and runny.

Scale of points

External
Shape 25
Size 15
Shell texture 20
Colour 20
Freshness, bloom and appearance  20
 100*



Standard for eggs 465

Internal
Yolk 30
Albumen 30
Chalazae 10
Airspace 10
Freshness  20
 100

Serious defects (for which eggs should be passed)

More than one yolk. Staleness. Polished or over-prepared shells. Overweight in bantam 
eggs including contents classes. A developing embryo as shown by a ‘halo’ around the 
germ spot. Excessive blood streaks and ‘meat’ spots.

Disqualifi cation

Addition of colouring to shells. Artifi cial polish or colouring would amount to disquali-
fi cation and a report to the Poultry Club of Great Britain.

Standards for Painted, Decorated and Displayed Eggs
Shows can provide egg classes for prepared eggs. Variously classifi ed as painted, deco-
rated and displayed.

Painted eggs

These eggs, either blown or hard-boiled, are painted with any of the usual media, oils, 
watercolours, inks etc. There must be no other adornment whatsoever, not even beads 
for eyes or bits of extra shell to provide texture. To set them off nicely, the organisers 
should provide physical support: about 3 cm (11–4  in.) diameter cardboard rings, 1.25 cm 
(1–2  in.) deep, in which the egg can be placed upright.

Impression/artistic effect 25
Originality/concept/subject matter  25
Quality of painting 25
Use of colour  25
 100

Decorated eggs

Here the egg is often painted, but in addition there is some form of decoration. They 
range from the very elaborate eggs, whose shells have been cut, revealing painted inte-
riors behind open doors or drawers, to simply decorated eggs. In all cases the egg must 
be seen and its shape recognisable. Decoration can take the form of beads, cardboard, 
shells and, of course, colouring.

Impression/artistic effect 20
Originality/concept/subject matter  20
Quality of construction 20
Use of colour 20
Use of materials  20
 100

Displayed eggs

Unlike the other two classes, this is usually for several eggs, usually six, the eggs them-
selves being unadorned. The exhibit consists of suitably chosen materials (cloth, fl owers, 
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bark or cardboard) that serves to highlight the clutch of eggs within the arrangement.
It is only in the displayed eggs that credit is given to the eggs used. Ill matched, poor 
textured eggs would not enhance the overall effect of the exhibit and be penalised. 
Arrangements can include bantam, fowl and duck eggs, providing their shape is a match 
and their shells an even texture. Different colours, too, would not be penalised if such 
contrast were helpful to the general effect.

Impression/artistic effect 30
Originality/concept/subject matter 25
Use of materials 25
Quality and matching of eggs used  20
 100

Judging is quite subjective, even with the scale of points outlined above. Because of this, 
these exhibits cannot be awarded Poultry Club Bronze Awards.



Glossary

Abdomen Underpart of body from keel to 
vent.

A.O.C. Any other colour.
A.O.V. Any other variety.
Axial feather Small feather between wing pri-

maries and secondaries (not waterfowl).

Back Top of body from base of neck to begin-
ning of tail.

Bands Stripes straight across a feather (see 
also ‘Cuckoo’ and ‘Pencilling’).

Bantam Miniature fowl, formerly accepted as 
one fi fth the weight of the large breed it rep-
resented, but nowadays one fourth.

Barring Alternate stripes of light and dark 
across a feather, most distinctly seen in the 
barred Plymouth Rock.

Bay A reddish-brown colour (see also ‘Wing 
bay’).

Beak The two horny mandibles projecting 
from the front of the face.

Bean A black spot or mark (generally raised) 
at the tip of the upper mandible of a duck’s 
bill, seen in Cayugas and other breeds of 
waterfowl.

Beard A bunch of feathers under the throat 
of some fowls, such as the Faverolles, 
Houdan and some varieties of Poland. A tuft 
of coarse hair growing from the breast of an 
adult turkey male, also known as the 
‘tassel’.

Beetle brows Heavy overhanging eyebrows, 
best seen in the Malay.

Bill A duck’s beak.
Blade Rear part of a single comb.
Blocky Heavy and square in build.
Booted Feathers projecting from the shanks 

and toes, as in the Brahma, Cochin and 
Booted bantam.

Boule Hackle starting at sides of throat with 
a tendency to join behind the neck to form a 
mane, very thick and convexly arched, reach-
ing to shoulder and saddle and covering the 
whole back. Seen in some Belgian bantams 
and Orloffs.

Bow legged Greater distance between legs at 
the hocks than at knees and feet.

Brassiness Yellowish foul colouring on 
plumage, usually on back and wing.

Breast Front of a fowl’s body from point of 
keel bone to base of the neck. In dead birds, 
fl esh on the keel bone.

Breed A group of birds answering truly to the 
type, carriage and characteristics distinctive 
of the breed name they take. There may be 
varieties within a breed, distinguished by dif-
ferences of colour and markings.

Cap A comb; also the backpart of a fowl’s 
skull; head markings as seen in some ducks.

Cape Feathers under and at base of neck 
hackle, between the shoulders.

Capon Strictly speaking a castrated male fowl, 
but term is also used to describe one treated 
chemically (now illegal).

Carriage The bearing, attitude, or style of a 
bird, especially when walking.

Caruncles Fleshy protuberances on head and 
wattles of turkeys and Muscovy ducks.

Cere Coloured skin around eye.
Chicken A term employed by the Poultry Club 

to describe a bird of the current season’s 
breeding.

Cinnamon A dark reddish-buff colour.
Cloddy see ‘Blocky’.
Cloudy Indistinct (see ‘Mossy’).
Cobby Short, round or compact in build.
Cock A male bird after the fi rst moult.
Cockerel A male bird before his fi rst adult 

moult.
Cockerel-breeder A term applied to birds, 

either male or female, selected to produce 
good standard bred cockerels.

Collar A white mark almost encircling the 
neck of the Rouen drake, also known as the 
‘ring’.

Comb Fleshy protuberance on top of a fowl’s 
head, varying considerably in type and size 
and including cushion (Silkie), horn or V-
shaped (La Flèche and Sultan), leaf or shell 
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(Houdan), pea or triple (Brahma), rose (Ham-
burgh, Wyandotte, etc.), single (Cochin, 
Leghorn, etc.), cup (Sicilian Buttercup), 
strawberry or walnut (Malay) and raspberry 
(Orloff).

Concave sweep Hollow curve from shoulders 
to part way up the tail.

Condition State of a bird’s health, brightness 
of comb and face and freshness of plumage.

Corky Light but fi rm handling characteristic 
in Old English Game.

Coverts Covering feathers on tail and wings.
Cow hocks Weakness at hocks (see 

‘Knock-kneed’).
Crescent Shaped like the fi rst or last quarter 

of the moon.
Crest A crown or tuft of feathers on the head; 

known also as ‘top knot’ and in Old English 
Game as the ‘tassel’.

Crow head Head and beak narrow and 
shallow, like a crow.

Crown The area of the head above the eye.
Cuckoo banding Irregular banding where the 

two colours are somewhat indistinct and run 
into each other, as in the cuckoo Leghorn and 
Marans.

Culmen The top line of a waterfowl bill when 
viewed sideways on.

Cup comb A comb somewhat resembling 
a tea-cup with the edges spiked as in the 
Sicilian Buttercup.

Cushion A mass of feathers over the back 
of a female covering the root of her tail, 
and most prominently developed in the 
Cochin.

Cushion comb An almost circular cushion of 
fl esh, with a number of small prominences 
over it, and having a slight furrow trans-
versely across the middle, as in the Silkie.

Daw eyed Having pearl-coloured eyes (like a 
jackdaw).

Deaf-ears see ‘Earlobes’.
Dewlap The gullet (so-called), seen to the best 

advantage in adult Toulouse geese. Loose 
pouch of skin on throat under the beak.

Diamond The wing bay. A term commonly 
used among Game fanciers.

Dished bill Depression or hollow in the upper 
line of the bill of a duck or drake.

Dished lobe Lobe that is hollow in the 
centre.

Double comb see ‘Rose comb’.
Double laced Two lacings of black as on an 

Indian Game female’s feather. First there is 
the outer black lacing round the edge of the 
feather and next the inner or ‘second’ lacing 
(see ‘Lacing’).

Down Initial hairy covering of baby chick, 
ducklings, etc. Also the fl uffy part of the 
feather below the web and small tufts some-
times seen as faults on toes and legs of clean 
legged breeds (see ‘Fluff’).

Down Billed The waterfowl face is held at a 
normal angle but the bill has a downward tilt 
instead of being set squarely into the face, as 
in a Call Duck.

Down Faced The whole waterfowl head is 
held permanently at a downward angle from 
what would be the norm for the breed, e.g. 
in a Call Duck, with the bill at the correct 
angle to the face.

Drake Male duck.
Dual lobed see ‘Lobe’.
Dubbing Removal of comb, wattles, and ear-

lobes, so as to leave a fowl’s head smooth.
Duck General term for certain species of 

waterfowl, and also used to describe the 
female.

Duck-footed Fowls having the rear toe lying 
close to the fl oor instead of spread out, thus 
resembling the foot of a duck.

Dusky Yellow pigment shaded with black.

Earlobes Folds of skin hanging below the ears, 
sometimes called ‘deaf-ears’. They vary in 
size, shape, and colour, the last named includ-
ing purple-black, turquoise-blue, cream, red 
and white.

Eye ring Ring of coloured skin around the eye 
in waterfowl.

Face The skin in front of, behind, and around 
the eyes.

Feather legged Characteristic of breeds such 
as the Brahma, Cochin, Faverolles, etc. May 
be sparsely feathered down to the outer toes, 
as in the Faverolles, or profusely feathered to 
the extremity of middle and outer toes as in 
the Brahma. Serious defect in clean-legged 
breeds.

Fish billed The bill in waterfowl has convex 
or fl attened sides revealing exaggerated serra-
tions, a defect.

Flat shins Shanks that are fl at fronted instead 
of rounded.

Flight coverts Small stiff feathers covering 
base of the primaries.

Flights see ‘Primaries’.
Fluff Soft downy feathers around the thighs, 

chiefl y developed in birds of the Cochin type; 
the downy part of the feather (the underco-
lour) not seen as a rule until the bird is 
handled; also the hair-like growth sometimes 
found on the shanks and feet of clean legged 
fowls, and in this case a defect.
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Footings see ‘Booted’.
Foxy Rusty or reddish in colour (see also 

‘Rust’).
Frizzled Curled; each feather turning back-

wards so that it points towards the head of 
the bird.

Furnished Feathered and adorned as an adult. 
A cockerel that has grown his full tail, 
hackles, comb, etc. is said to be ‘furnished’.

Gander The male of geese.
Gay Excess white in markings of plumage.
Goose The female of geese.
Grizzled Grey in the fl ights of an otherwise 

black bird.
Ground colour Main colour of body plumage 

on which markings are applied.
Gullet The loose part of the lower mandible; 

the dewlap of a goose. It appears on fowls, 
and is seen most distinctly perhaps on old 
Cochin hens, when it resembles a miniature 
beard of feathers.

Gypsy face The skin of the face a dark purple 
or mulberry colour.

Hackles The neck feathers of a fowl and the 
saddle plumage of a male consisting of long, 
narrow, pointed feathers.

Hangers Feathers hanging from the posterior 
part of a male fowl – the lesser sickles and 
tail coverts known as tail hangers, and the 
saddle hackle as saddle hangers.

Hard feather Close tight feathering as found 
on Game birds.

Head Comprises skull, comb, face, eyes, beak, 
earlobes and wattles.

Hen A female after the fi rst adult moult.
Hen feathered A male bird without sickles 

or pointed hackles (sometimes called a 
‘henny’).

Hind toe The fourth or back toe of a fowl.
Hock Joint of the thigh with the shank, some-

times called the knee or the elbow.
Hollow comb Depression in comb.
Hollow lobes Depression in ear-lobes.
Horn comb A comb said to resemble horns, 

but generally similar to the letter V, and seen 
to the best advantage on a matured La Flèche 
or Sultan male. The comb starts just above 
the beak, and from it branch two spikes thick 
at the base and tapered at the end.

In-kneed see ‘Knock-kneed’.
Iris Coloured portion of eye surrounding the 

pupil.

Keel Blade of the breastbone; in ducks the 
dependent fl esh and skin below it. In geese 

the loose pendant fold of skin suspended 
from the underpart of the bone.

Keel bone Breastbone or sternum.
Knob Protuberance on upper mandible of 

certain brands of geese.
Knock-kneed Hocks close together instead of 

well apart.

Lacing A stripe or edging all round a feather, 
differing in colour from that of the ground; 
single in such breeds as the Andalusian, 
Wyandotte and Sebright bantams, and double 
in Indian Game and other females. In the last 
case the inner lacing not as broad as the outer 
(see also ‘Double laced’).

Leader The single spike terminating the 
rose type of comb; also known as the 
‘spike’.

Leaf comb A comb resembling the shape of a 
butterfl y with its wings nearly wide open, and 
the body of the insect resting on the front of 
the fowl’s head. It has also been referred to 
as resembling two scallop shells joined near 
the base, the join covered with a piece of 
coral. Seen to the best advantage on a Houdan 
male.

Leg The shank or scaly part.
Leg feathers Feathers projecting from the 

outer sides of the shanks of such breeds as 
the Brahma, Cochin, Faverolles, Langshan 
and Silkie.

Lesser sickles see ‘Sickles’.
Lobe (see ‘Earlobes’ for fowl) In waterfowl 

the pouch in between the bird’s legs. Dual 
lobed means two pouches, single lobed, one 
central pouch.

Lopped comb Falling over to one side of the 
head.

Lustre see ‘Sheen’.

Main tail feathers see ‘Tail feathers’.
Mandibles Horny upper and lower parts of 

beak or bill.
Marking The barring, lacing, pencilling, span-

gling, etc. of the plumage.
Mealy Stippled with a lighter shade, as though 

dusted with meal, a defect in buff-coloured 
fowls.

Moons Round spangles on tips of feathers.
Mossy Confused or indistinct marking; 

smudging or peppering. A defect in most 
breeds.

Mossy backed Excess pencilling on back or 
rump feathers in some colour varieties of 
female Call Ducks, where the darker pencil-
ling on the feather has smudged or peppered 
to take over as the main colour on the body 
of the feather. In worst cases just a fi ne edging 
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or none of the original ground colour 
remains.

Mottled Marked with tips or spots of differ-
ent colour.

Moult The annual replacement of old feathers 
with new ones.

Muff Tufts of feathers on each side of the face 
and attached to the beard, seen in such breeds 
as the Faverolles, Houdan, and some varieties 
of Poland; also known as ‘whiskers’.

Muffl ing The beard and whiskers, i.e. the 
whole of the face feathering except the crest. 
In Old English Game the muffed variety has 
a thick muff or growth of feathers under the 
throat, differing in formation from that of the 
breeds named under ‘Muff’.

Mulberry see ‘Gypsy face’.

Nankin see breed for colour description.

Open barring Where the bars on a feather are 
wide apart.

Open lacing Narrow outer lacing, which gives 
the feather a larger open centre of ground 
colour.

Outer lacing Lacing around the outer edge of 
a feather as opposed to ‘inner’ lacing.

Parti-coloured Breed or variety having feath-
ers of two or more colours, or shades of 
colour.

Paunch see ‘Lobe’.
Pea comb A triple comb, resembling three 

small single combs joined together at the base 
and rear, but distinctly divided, the middle of 
one being the highest; best seen on the head 
of a well-bred Brahma.

Pearl eyed Eyes pearl coloured. Sometimes 
referred to as ‘daw eyed’.

Pencilled spikes The spikes of a single 
comb that are very long and narrow; little 
broader at the base than at the top; generally 
a defect.

Pencilling Small markings or stripes on a 
feather, straight across in Hamburgh females 
(and often known as bands); or concentric in 
form, following the outline of the feather, as 
in the Brahma (dark), Cochin (partridge), 
Dorking (silver grey) and Wyandotte (par-
tridge and silver pencilled) females, and fi ne 
stippled markings on females of Old English 
Game and brown Leghorns.

Peppering The effect of sprinkling a darker 
colour over one of a lighter shade.

Primaries Flight feathers of the wing, tucked 
out of sight when the bird is at rest. Ten in 
number.

Primary coverts see ‘Flight coverts’.

Pullet A female fowl before her fi rst adult 
moult.

Pullet-breeder A term applied to birds, either 
male or female, selected to produce good 
standard bred pullets.

Pupil Black centre of eye.

Quill Hollow stem of feather attaching it to 
the body.

Raspberry comb A comb somewhat resem-
bling a raspberry cut through its axis (length-
wise) and covered with small protuberances.

Reachy Tall and upright carriage and ‘lift’ as 
in Modern Game.

Ring see ‘Collar’.
Roach back Humped back, a deformity.
Rose comb A broad comb, nearly fl at on top, 

covered with small regular points or ‘work’, 
and fi nishing with a spike or leader. It varies 
in length, width and carriage according to 
breed.

Rust A patch of red-brown colour on the 
wings of females of some breeds, chiefl y those 
of the black-red colour; brown or red marking 
in black fl uff or breast feathers; known also 
as ‘foxiness’ in females.

Saddle The posterior part of the back, reach-
ing to the tail of the male, and corresponding 
to the cushion in a female.

Saddle hackle see ‘Hackles’.
Sandiness Giving the appearance of having 

been sprinkled with sand.
Sappiness A yellow tinge in plumage.
Scapulars Shoulder feathers, which may be 

elongated in waterfowl.
Secondaries The quill feathers of the wings 

which are visible when the wings are closed.
Self colour A uniform colour, unmixed with 

any other.
Serrations ‘Sawtooth’ sections of a single 

comb. The fi ltering apparatus at the side of 
waterfowl bill.

Shaft The stem or quill part of the feather.
Shafty Lighter coloured on the stem than on 

the webbing; a desirable marking in dark 
Dorking females and Welsummers. Generally 
a defect in other breeds.

Shank see ‘Leg’.
Shank feathering see ‘Feather legged’.
Sheen Bright surface gloss on black plumage. 

In other colours usually described as lustre.
Shell comb see ‘Leaf comb’.
Shoulder The upper part of the wing nearest 

the neck feather. Prominent in Game breeds 
where it is often called the shoulder butt (see 
also ‘Wing butt’ and ‘Scapulars’).
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Sickles The long curved feathers of a male’s 
tail, usually applied to the top pair only (the 
others often being called the ‘lesser’ sickles), 
but sometimes used for the tail coverts.

Side sprig An extra spike growing out of the 
side of a single comb, a defect.

Single comb A comb which, when viewed 
from the front, is narrow, and having spikes 
in line behind each other. It consists of a 
blade surmounted by spikes, the lower (solid) 
portion being the blade, and the spaces 
between the spikes the serrations. It differs in 
size, shape and number of serrations accord-
ing to breeds.

Slipped wing A wing in which the primary 
fl ight feathers hang below the secondaries 
when the wing is closed. This condition is 
often allied with split wing, in which prima-
ries and secondaries show a very distinct 
segregation.

Smoky undercolour Defective grey pigment in 
the undercolour of a bird.

Smut Dark or smutty colour where undesir-
able, such as in undercolour.

Soft feather Applied to breeds other than the 
hard feather group of Asian Hardfeather, 
Indian and Jubilee Game, Old English Game 
and Modern Game.

Sootiness Grey or smokiness creeping in where 
it is not wanted, usually in undercolour.

Spangling The marking produced by a spot of 
colour at the end of each feather differing 
from that of the ground colour. When applied 
to a laced breed, such as the Poland, it means 
broader lacing at the tip of each feather. The 
spangle of circular form is the more correct, 
since, when of crescent or horseshoe shape, 
it favours the laced character.

Spike The rear leader on a rose comb.
Splashed feather A contrasting colour irregu-

larly splashed on a feather.
Split comb The rear blade of a single comb is 

split or divided.
Split crest Divided crest that falls over on both 

sides.
Split tail Decided gap in middle of tail at 

base.
Split wing see ‘Slipped wing’.
Sprig see ‘Side sprig’.
Spur A projection of horny substance on the 

shanks of males, and sometimes on females.
Squirrel tail A tail, any part of which projects 

in front of a perpendicular line over the back; 
a tail that bends sharply over the back and 
touches, or almost touches, the head, like that 
of a squirrel.

Stern In waterfowl, the area between the 
lower abdomen and the tail.

Strain A family of birds from any breed or 
variety carefully bred over a number of 
years.

Strawberry comb A comb somewhat resem-
bling half a strawberry, with the round part 
of the fruit uppermost; known also as the 
‘Walnut comb’.

Striping The very important markings down 
the middle of hackle feathers, particularly in 
males of the partridge variety.

Stub Short, partly grown feather.
Sub-variety see ‘Variety’.
Surface colour That portion of the feathers 

exposed to view.
Sword feathered Having sickles only slightly 

curved, or scimitar shaped, as in Japanese 
bantams.

Symmetry Perfection of outline, proportion; 
harmony of all parts.

Tail coverts see ‘Coverts’.
Tail feathers Straight and stiff feathers of the 

tail only. The top pair are sometimes slightly 
curved, but they are generally straight or 
nearly so. In the male fowl, main tail feathers 
are contained inside the sickles and coverts.

Tassel see ‘Crest’ and ‘Beard’.
Tertiaries Feathers attached to the humerus 

(wing bone closest to the body) and overlying 
the secondaries. May be elongated in 
waterfowl.

Thigh That part of the leg above the shank, 
and covered with feathers.

Thumb-marked comb A single comb possess-
ing indentations in the blade: a defect.

Ticked Plumage tipped with a different colour, 
usually applied to V-shaped markings as in 
the Ancona. Also small coloured specks on 
any part of feathers of different colour from 
that of the ground colour.

Tipping End of feathers tipped with a differ-
ent coloured marking.

Top colour see ‘Surface colour’.
Top knot see ‘Crest’.
Tri-coloured Of three colours. 
Trio A male and two females.
Triple comb see ‘Pea comb’.
Twisted comb A faulty shaped pea or single 

comb.
Twisted feather The shaft and web of the 

feather are twisted out of shape.
Type Mould, character or shape (see 

‘Symmetry’).

Undercolour Colour seen when a bird is 
handled – that is, when the feathers are lifted; 
colour of fl uff of feathers.

Uropygium Parson’s nose.
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V-shaped comb see ‘Horn comb’.
Variety A defi nite branch of a breed known 

by its distinctive colour or marking – for 
example, the black is a variety of the Leghorn. 
Sub-variety, a sub-division of an established 
variety, differing in shape of comb from the 
original – for example, the rose-combed black 
is a sub-variety of the black Leghorn. Thus 
the breed includes all the varieties and sub-
varieties which would conform to the same 
standard type.

Vulture hocks Stiff projecting quill feathers at 
the hock joint, growing on the thighs and 
extending backwards.

Walnut comb see ‘Strawberry comb’.
Wattles The fl eshy appendages at each side of 

the base of the beak, more strongly developed 
in male birds.

Web A fl at and thin structure. Web of feather: 
the fl at or plume portion. Web of feet: the fl at 
skin between the toes. Web of wing: the trian-
gular skin seen when the wing is extended.

Whiskers Feathers growing from the sides of 
the face (see ‘Beard’ and ‘Muff’).

Wing bar Any line of dark colour across the 
middle of the wing, caused by the colour or 
marking of the feathers known as the lower 
wing coverts.

Wing bay The triangular part of the folded 
wing between the wing bar and the point (see 
‘Diamond’).

Wing bow The upper or shoulder part of the 
wing.

Wing butt or Wing point The end of the pri-
maries; the corners or ends of the wing. The 
upper ends are more properly called the 
shoulder butts and are thus termed by Game 
fanciers. The lower, similarly, are often called 
the lower butts.

Wing coverts The feathers covering the roots 
of the secondary quills.

Work The small spikes or working on top of 
a rose comb.

Wry back A distorted bone structure usually 
causing a humpbacked condition.

Wry tail A tail carried awry, to the right 
or left side of the continuation of the back-
bone, and not straight with the body of the 
fowl.
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