
Prof. Dr. Rabie H. Fayed  
Faculty f Vet. Med., Cairo University  

Chairperson of EFAW  
rhfayed@cu.edu.eg  



 



 



}In 2008 , the OIE adopted a definition on animal 
welfare:  

òAnimal welfare means how an animal is coping 
with the conditions in which it livesó 

 

}Animal  welfare  relates  to  an animalõs physical  
health  and  mental  wellbeing,  which  are 
influenced  by factors  included  the  five  welfare  
needs . 



}In 2001  the  OIE (World  Organization  
for  Animal  Health)  agreed  to  widen  its  
mandate  to  include  

 

}animal  welfare . In the  subsequent  nine  
years it  has agreed  six  guidelines  on  
animal  welfare  



}The term  "welfare " refers  to  the  
state  of  an individual  in  relation  to  
its  environment,  and  this  can be 
measured .  
}Both  failure  to  cope  with  the  

environment  and  difficulty  in  
coping  are indicators  of  poor  
welfare . 



}Science, Ethics and Law  
}Welfare science  considers effects of humans 

on the animal from the animal ôs point of 
view  
 

}Welfare ethics  considers  human actions 
towards animals  
 

}Welfare legislation  considers how humans 
must treat animals  
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} Restricting sows to stalls  

} Naturalness:  

ƁRestriction of oral and 
social behaviour  

} Physical:  

ƁMouth injuries from bar 
biting  

} Mental:  

ƁFrustration  

ƁPain from mouth injuries  



}This definition clearly shows that an animal 
can experience both good and poor welfare 
and that  

}there are important factors that influence its 
welfare. These factors are often summarized 
as the Five Freedoms, which are given below 
together with the factors that influence the 
animal.  



Freedom  Influencing factors  

1. Freedom from hunger and thirst  By ready  access to  fresh  water  and  
a diet  to  maintain  full  health  and  
vigour . 

2. Freedom from discomfort  By providing  an appropriate  
environment  including  shelter  and  
a comfortable  resting  area. 

3. Freedom  from  pain,  injury  or  
disease  

By prevention or rapid diagnosis 
and treatment.  

4. Freedom  to  express  normal  
behaviour  

By providing  sufficient  space,  
proper  facilities  and  company  of  
the  animalõs own  kind . 

5. Freedom from fear and distress  By ensuring  conditions  and  
treatment  that  avoid  mental  
suffering . 
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