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Rabbit coccidiosis



Hepatic coccidiosis
ÅAcute or sub-acute or chronic disease of 

rabbits characterized by high mortality and 
bloat.

ÅThe disease induces high mortalities and 
losses in body weight.

ÅInfection is caused by Eimeria stedi.

ÅAll ages are susceptible, but young animal 
over one month show severe clinical 
signs.



Epidemiology
ÅCycle of development occurs in the epithelial 

cells of bile duct.

ÅInfection occurs through ingestion of 

contaminated food and water with sporulated 

oocysts, or the adult female sheds oocysts in 

faeces which contaminate its skin, young 

suckling animal licks its motherôs skin during 

suckling, so it could take the infection.



Pathogenesis

1. Non sporulated (non-infective) oocysts 
pass out with faeces of the animal, in the 
presence of warmness and humidity 
become infective and sporulated oocysts 
within 2 days.

2. When eaten by the animal, librating 
parasite attack the bile duct wall, re-
produce themselves.

3. Further cells are attached and produced, 
pass out with faeces.



Clinical signs

Å Incubation period is 16-18 day (2 weeks).

1. Alternative diarrhea and constipation.

2. Salivation (very characteristic).

3. Bloat (tempany).

4. Paresis and paralysis.

5. Convulsion may present.

6. General signs of inappetance, disinclination to 

move, depression, ruffled and loss of fur and 

sleepy appearance.

7. Death especially in severe cases.



Post-mortem lesions

Å The liver:

1. Enlarged,

2. Presence of multiple pea size grayish 

creamy nodules or foci (abscess like 

formation) all over the surface of the liver,

3. In cut section: the lesions contain dirty 

milky fluids and many non sporualted 

oocysts under microscopy,

4. Liver cirrhosis (rubbery and firm).




