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Self Publishing 

• The Internet makes it easier to offer your 
materials to a global audience 

• Self publishing includes writing, publishing 
and marketing your materials 

• Even without an e-commerce infrastructure e-
matter can attract visitors 

• Newsletters are a popular medium for self 
publishing 
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Self Publishing 

• Subsidy e-publishing 

– Material is published, but only on an honor system 

– Marketing and distribution is offered at an additional 
fee  

• Examples: 

– Xlibris 

– MightyWords 

– iUniverse 

– @Random 

http://www.xlibris.com/
http://www.mightywords.com/
http://www.iuniverse.com/
http://www.atrandom.com/
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Print-on-Demand 

• Custom printing will make every piece of 
content available in a few minutes 

• Bookstores and libraries could offer print on 
demand services 

• Print-on-demand could help prevent waste 
and reduce deforestation 



What are information sources? 

• Information sources are the various means by which 
information is recorded for use by an individual or 
organization 

 

• These are means by which a person is informed about 
something or knowledge is provided or share with 
someone, a group of people or an organization 

 

• Information sources could be observations, people, 
organizations, speeches, documents, pictures, art work 

   

•  Information sources could be in print or non-print  
formats.  



 المنتجون لمصادر المعلومات
Producers/Creators of Information Sources 

• Government 

– Departments 

– Agencies 

– Ministries 

 

•  Academic/Research Institutions 

– colleges 

– Universities 

– Research institutes 
 

   

 

• Private Sector 

– Private Individuals 

– Not for profit organizations  

– For profit organizations and 
commercial agencies 

– International Agencies  

– Professional Associations or 
organizations  

– Private institutions 

– Corporate bodies and 
laboratories 

 



Types of Information Sources 

• The three types of information sources are: 

– Primary 

  

– Secondary  

 

– Tertiary  

 



Primary Sources of Information 
• Are usually evidence or accounts of the events, practices, or 

conditions being researched 
 
• Present information in its original form, not interpreted or 

condensed or evaluated by other writers  
 
• Are created by a person (s) who directly experienced that 

event 
 
• Example include among others Diaries, interviews, minutes 

of meetings, photographs, videos, artworks, artifacts 
 
• However, what constitute a primary source of information 

depends on the disciple or context (how the material is used)   

 



Secondary Sources of Information 
• A secondary source of information is one that was created by someone who did 

not have a first-hand experience or participate in the events being researched 
 
• Are generally accounts written after the fact with the benefit of hindsight 
 
• Secondary sources describe, analyze, interpret, evaluate, comment on and 

discuss the evidence provided by primary sources 
 
• They are not evidence, but rather commentary on and discussion of evidence 
 
•  A secondary data is one that has been collected by individuals or agencies for 

purposes other than those of a particular research study 
  
• Examples are: textbooks, bibliographies, biographical works, commentaries, 

criticisms, dictionaries, encyclopedias  
 
• What constitutes a secondary source of information depends on disciple or how 

the information is used 

 



Tertiary Sources of Information 
• These are works which list primary and secondary 

resources in a specific subject area  
 
• Materials that index, organize and compile citations to, 

and show how secondary (and sometimes primary) 
sources could be used 

 
• These are materials in which information from secondary 

sources has been "digested" - reformatted and condensed, 
and put into a convenient, easy-to-read form 

  
• Examples include: almanacs, directories, population 

registers/ statistics, fact books, abstracts, indexes, 
bibliographies, chronologies, classifications, handbooks, 
guide books and manuals,   
 



Difference b/w Primary, Secondary and 
Tertiary sources 

• Primary sources of information are original manuscripts, documents or 
records used in preparing a published or unpublished work 
– For example, an original piece of art work will be considered a primary 

source 
   

• Secondary sources are published or unpublished works that relies on 
primary source(s) 
–  An article critiquing a piece of art work would be a secondary source 
 

• Tertiary sources are published or unpublished works that is based on 
secondary sources.   
– An art index would be considered a tertiary source 
   

• It is sometimes difficult to differentiate between primary, secondary and 
tertiary sources 



 أشكال مصادر المعلومات
Formats of Information Sources 

Information is of great diversity and in various formats 

The two main formats are: 

• Print 

– Books, periodicals, bibliographies, maps, indexes and 
abstracts, photographs, government documents, 
technical reports, etc  

• Non-print 

– audio visual, multimedia, microform and electronic 
books and journals, images, texts/records from the 
Internet, Web documents, etc 

 



A proposed classification for Information and 
Knowledge sources 

First level Second level 
Physical life 

Third level 
Electronic/ virtual life 

holy books people people 
Nature Institutions Institutions 

Devices Devices 
Products Products 

Laws and legislation Laws and legislation 
Sources of 

documentary 
information 

1. Primary 
2. Secondary 
3. Tertiary 

Sources of 

documentary 
information 

1. Primary 
2. Secondary 
3. Tertiary 

Others Others 

A new classification for information and knowledge sources in the light of the severe 

changes and technological developments in the area of publishing industry, media production 

and Virtual life (Second life) 

Also, the proposed classification concerns and give the right respect and appreciation to the 

two main Unique or distinguished information sources that are not equal to mankind external 

memory expressed in different information sources. In addition the new classification takes 

into account the two types of knowledge: explicit and tacit knowledge. 
 

 

 



 تصنيف مقترح لمصادر المعرفة
 المس توى الثاني المس توى الأول

 الحياة المادية المباشرة

 المس توى الثالث

 (الافتراضية)الحياة الإلكترونية 

 الأفراد الأفراد الكتب السماوية

 المؤسسات المؤسسات الطبيعة

 الأجهزة الأجهزة

 المنتجات المنتجات

 القوانين والتشريعات القوانين والتشريعات

 مصادر المعلومات الوثائقية

 أولية1.

 ثانوية2.

 من الدرجة الثالثة3.

 مصادر المعلومات الوثائقية

 أولية1.

 ثانوية2.

 من الدرجة الثالثة3.

 أخرى أخرى



Types of Information on the Internet 
The Internet contains all kinds of information sources including among others: 
 
• Bibliographic information  such as library catalogs 
 
• Monographs 
 
• Reference sources such as Encyclopedias, Dictionaries,  Handbooks, etc.  

 
• Indexes and abstracts  

 
• Drug information sources (e.g. MICROMEDEX) 
 
• Journals, Magazines, Newspapers 

 
•  Databases 

 
• Multimedia: Audio, video and graphical sources of information  
 
• Grey literature (technical reports, government documents, thesis/dissertations, etc  
 
• Subject related gateways,  portals and digital/institutional  repositories (eg. HINARI) 
 



Databases 

Bibliographic databases 

• African Index Medicus (AIM)  

• MEDLINE/PubMed 

• Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied 
Health Literature (CINAHL) 

• Web of Knowledge 

• Scopus 

• EMBASE 

 

Evidence –based Medicine databases 

• Clinical Queries 

• Cochrane Library 

• Clinical Evidence 

• DynaMed 

• Best Evidence 

Consumer Health Information  

• MEDLINEPlus  

•  National Institute of Health (NIH) 
Senior Health 

•  New York Online Access to 
Health (NOAH) 

•  HealthyRoadsMedia 

• Toxtown 

• Toxnet 

• Household products database 



 
Internet Portals, Digital Archives and Institutional Repositories 

 
• Health Internetwork Access to Research Initiative (HINARI) http://www.who.int/hinari 
 
• African Journals Online (AJOL) http://ajol.info 
 
• PubMed Central (PMC):  http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/ 
 
• Bioline International (BI): Through this site you can search through free and open access 

medical journals at  http://www.bioline.org.br/is 
 
• Biomed Central:  Open Access (OA) journal publisher that allow readers free access to 

published full text journal articles while authors pay fees to get published. 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/browse/journals/ 

 
•  Scientific Online Library (SciELO): An AO publisher that gives access to full text articles.   

http://www.scielo.org.ar/scielo.php?lng=en 
 
• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ): Gives you free access to online journals 

related to your subject area.  You can access the site at 
http://www.doaj.org/doaj?func=findJournals 

 
• Loughborough University’s Institutional Repository 

http://www.lboro.ac.uk/library/resources/InstitutionalRepository.html 
 

http://www.who.int/hinari
http://ajol.info/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
http://www.bioline.org.br/is
http://www.biomedcentral.com/browse/journals/
http://www.scielo.org.ar/scielo.php?lng=en
http://www.doaj.org/doaj?func=findJournals
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/library/resources/InstitutionalRepository.html


 أين نجد مصادر المعلومات؟
Where to Find Information Sources 

Information could be obtained from: 

• Human sources 

• Archives 

• Library  

• Internet 

 



 Human Sourcesمصدراً للمعلومات : البشر

• Communication with peers / colleagues are a good way of obtaining 
vital information. For example, doctors have been found to rely on their 
colleagues for information in order to solve a patient’s problems. 

 التواصل مع الأقران والزملاء•

• If the right person is contacted, quality and up-to date information will 
be obtained 

 .فإنك تضمن معلومات صحيحة محدثة, إذا تم التواصل مع الشخص المناسب•

• There may be some elements of bias in the information provided by 
human sources.  Individuals may say provide information from their 
own point of view or exaggerate it. 

 !فقد يعتمدون على وجهات نظرهم أو يبالغون فيما يقدمون, قد يكون هناك بعض جوانب الإنحياز في المصادر البشرية•

 

Informal sources of information are valuable and  are readily available 



 Archivesالأرش يفات 

• Archives are places where records of all types and formats are kept and made 
accessible for research and other purposes 

 .أماكن حفظ كافة أنواع السجلات بأشكالها المختلفة وإتاحتها لأغراض بحثية وأية أغراض أخرى•

• Archives store, preserve and make accessible records of enduring value, 
unique and usually one of its kind items 

 .وحفظ وإتاحة السجلات ذات القيمة والفريدة وغالبا ما تكون الوحيدة من نوعها, تعمل على اختزان•

• They are a good place to find both published and unpublished primary sources  

 .أفضل الأماكن للوصول للمصادر الأولية المنشورة وغير المنشورة•

• Personal and institutional records of all types can be found in archives, as well 
as media, ephemera, oral histories, and even artifacts 

 .والتاريخ الشفهي  والمسودات والأعمال الفنية , وكذلك وسائل الاعلام, يمكنك أن تجد سجلات الأفراد والمؤسسات من كافة الأنواع•

• Archival materials are rare and irreplaceable as a result they are not on loan 

 .المواد الأرش يفية نادرة ويس تحيل إحلالها ولا يمكن إعارتها•



 Librariesالمكتبات 

• Libraries collect quality information in a wide variety of formats 
ية وغيرها واتاحتها ون تحرص المكتبات على تجميع المعلومات بأشكالها المختلفة على هيئة الكتب والمجلات والدرويات العلمية وقواعد البيانات والأقراص الإلكتر •

 .للاس تخدام للمس تفيدين منها

• Librarians select books, journals, magazines, databases, CDs, DVDs,  
government reports for use by their patrons. 

 .عملية الاختيار التي تتم بالمكتبات تيسر الحصول على مصادر تتصف بالمصداقية وذات الصلة والقيمة المرتفعة•

• This selection process enables libraries to collect resources considered to be 
reliable, relevant and valuable 

 .تخضع المواد المقتناة على عكس ما هو متاح على الإنترنت لعملية فحص وتقييم•

• Library materials unlike those found on the Internet go through a review 
process 

 .تختص بعض المكتبات بمصادر المعلومات مثل الكتب النادرة والخرائط والمخطوطات غير المنشورة والمواد الخاصة الأخرى•

• Some libraries specialize in information materials like rare books, maps, 
unpublished manuscripts and other special collections 

 .يسمح بإعارة معظم مواد المكتبة للمس تفيدين منها•

• Some library materials can be loaned to users 

 
 



 
 مصادر المعلومات المتاحة من خلال مواقع الش بكات الاجتماعية

Information Sources on Social Networking Applications 

  
• Social networking applications (Web 2.0) are now been used as a 

means of communication, sharing and dissemination of information 
 تس تخدم ش بكات التواصل الاجتاع  كوس يلة للتواصل واقتسام المعلومات وبثها•

• Libraries are also using this media to reach out to their clients 
 تس تخدم المكتبات الوس يلة نفسها للوصول للمس تفيدين منها•

• Common Web 2.0 applications that have become sources of 
information include: 

 :التي أصبحت مصادر للمعلومات ما يلي 2من أشهر تطبيقات الويب •

– Facebook 
– Blogs 
– Myspace 
– RSS 
– Twitter 
– U-Tube 



 Internet الإنترنت

• The Internet is a network of computer networks around the world 
that enable people to access information and to communicate 
with each other 

 والتواصل للمعلومات الوصول على مس تخدميها وتساعد العالم حول الحاس بات ش بكات ش بكة الإنترنت•
 .البعض بعضهم مع

• The World Wide Web (WWW) provides the technology needed to 
navigate the resources on the Internet 

 على المعلومات مصادر بين والتصفح للملاحة المطلوبة التكنولوجيا العالمية العنكبوتية الش بكة توفر•
 .الإنترنت

• No innovation in history has so profoundly changed our lives as 
the Internet (Blonde, Cook and Dey, 1999) 

 .الإنترنت مثل حياتنا في عميقاً  تغييرا أحدث البشرية تاريخ في إختراع يوجد لا•
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Online News Sources 

• The Web is a major resource for accurate up-to-
the-minute news and information 

• The Web is also a resource for rumors and false 
information 

• Major news providers compete with individuals 
and small players online 

• Examples: 
– CNN 
– ESPN 
– Drudge Report 

http://www.cnn.com/
http://www.espn.com/
http://www.drudgereport.com/
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e-Zines and Online Magazines 

• e-Zine 
– An electronic magazine usually focused on a small 

subject area 

• e-Zines and newsletters exists for a broad range 
of topics 

• e-Zines are a good way to get your products and 
services noticed 

• Examples: 
– Infojump 

– Fool.com 
– Slate 

http://www.infojump.com/
http://www.fool.com/
http://www.slate.com/


Second Life 

 
www.secondlife.com  

.  Lindenالحياة الثانية عالم افتراضي ثلاثي الأبعاد من إنشاء معامل •
م والحياة مس تمرة في النمو وبسرعة واليوم بلغ تعداد 2003ومنذ عام 

 .  مليون نسمة من كافة أنحاء العالم 24سكانها أكثر من 

 الحياة الثانية
Second Life 

http://www.secondlife.com/
http://images.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://prblog.typepad.com/photos/uncategorized/secondlife_1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://adfx.blogspot.com/&h=682&w=640&sz=31&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=Fn3bfTZOQrG6_M:&tbnh=139&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=second+life+&gbv=2&svnum=10&hl=en


Can we consider Uploading pictures as Internet Publishing?  



What about Mobile Publishing? 



Readings - 1 
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Readings - 2 
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Readings - 3 

http://www.lakesidepress.com/pulmonary/papers/lpFAQ.html  

http://www.lakesidepress.com/pulmonary/papers/lpFAQ.html


Readings - 4 

http://digital-scholarship.org/cwb/schpub.htm  
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Readings - 5 

http://voices.yahoo.com/publishing-internet-internet-changing-1531033.html  
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