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Sustainability Indicators: an International Tool as a Local Recipe

Abstract

Most developing countries seek international tools to overcome their local problems.
Such international tools, being imported and implemented without any attempts to
localise them have led to their inability, in many circumstances, to address developing
countries local problems. The paper presents a practical research for localising an
international tool, aiming to utilise it as an efficient sustainability tool for promoting
sustainable tourism in heritage market areas. The paper methodology utilises
theoretical studies’ findings in composing an international list of sustainable tourism
indicators. Aiming to prove the efficiency of the international tool, the paper
conducted a correlated analysis, studying the ability and efficiency of the tool in
addressing the local existing problems of tourism in heritage market areas. Although
the tool did prove its high predictive ability to deal with existing local problem:s, still
the ability to apply the international tool within the limitation of the local context is a
valid threat hindering the efficiency of the tool. The main problem lies in the tool’s long
list being composed of 45 indicators. Such comprehensive list would require adequate
data resources and special expertise to interpret the data in order to achieve the
required efficiency of the tool; which is not available in developing countries. The
paper concluded a practical empirical field survey study, aiming to localise the list to
match the requirements and limitations of the Egyptian condition. The study targeted
a group of experts in the field of sustainability and historical tourism development.
Based on the findings of the study the list was reduced to comprise only the 13 most
effective indicators. Finally, the paper conducted a correlative analytical study
between the final localised list and the existing tourism problems of the area. The
findings of the study proved the list to have an expected efficiency rate of around 88%
in guiding the implementation of sustainable tourism in heritage market areas.

Key words: History of sustainable development; Sustainability tools; Sustainability

indicators for historical areas.

22



