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Inverted Pyramid of Journalism

Lead: Most critical information, usually the who, what, where,
when, and how. Information that must be conveyed in
order to make communication successful.

Helpful, though not critical information. Gontains.
additional facts and details that are revealed
in order of importance. Information here
is useful to an understanding of the
story, but can be safely left out
and still communicate the
main message

Nice, but unnecessary
information. Details
for those most
interested.
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"The Lead": The most important info
‘Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?
Approximately 30 words (1-2 thin paragraphs)

May include a"hook" (provocative quote or question)

"The Body": The crucial info
Argument, Controversy, Story, Issue
Evidence, background, details, logic, etc.

Quotes, photos, video, and audio that
support, dispute, expand the topic

\'The Tail": extra info,
Interesting/Related items,

May include extra context
In blogs, columns, and
other editorials: the
assessment of the,
journalist




