
Habits of Highly Visible 
Graduate Students 

ABOUL ELLA HASSANIEN 

FOUNDER AND CHAIR OF SCIENTIFIC  RESEARCH GROUP IN EGYPT  

FACULTY OF COMPUTERS AND INFORMATION, CAIRO UNIVERSITY  

16  April 2016   

 سلسلة محاضرات اسبوعية عن مهارات البحث العلمى

#5 



Agenda 
7 Habits Of Highly Visible PhD 
Students and how Social media can 
increase the author impact 



Permission is granted to use or 
modify this presentation to 
support education about the 
responsible conduct of research, 
scholarship, and creative 
activities. Users are expected to 
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Use online services, networks and 
communication tools to: 
Increase your research impact 

Connect with researchers within the same field 

Build a reputation in your area 

Inform the general public about your research 

Discover the latest in your industry or research field 

Gather feedback from others – may lead to new 
directions / ideas 

Showcase your research group, center or institute 

 Social media can… 
promote, connect and disseminate your research to a 

wider, non academic audience 

potentially increase downloads of your papers (link 
from Research Outputs Repository or an open 
access journal homepage) 

provide context around your research projects 

help you engage in discussions with colleagues with 
similar research interests, or recent conferences 

grant a broader view of your research impact using 
new forms of scholarly communication 

 
Twitter is a free, real time information network. Users can 'tweet' small 
bits of information to the world. Follow others to discover the latest 
information and research. 
 
Facebook is a social media tool that allows users to share a mix of 

media formats and aims to connect people with friends and others 

who work, study and live around them.  

Seminar on Journal and author impact measures: Assessing your impact (h-index and beyond), December 2015 by Professor Aboul ella Hassanien 

http://www.twitter.com/
https://support.twitter.com/articles/166337-the-twitter-glossary
http://facebook.com/
http://facebook.com/


7 Habits Of Highly Visible PhD Students 
 Habit 1: Upload Slides To Slideshare 

 Habit 2: Tweet One Of Your Publications  

 Habit 3: Create A Blog And Write A “My Research” 
Page 

 Habit 4: Write A Blog Post Describing One Of Your 
Publications 

 Habit 5: Answer A Question In ResearchGate  

 Habit 6: Write A Comment In A LinkedIn Group 

 Habit 7: Write A Comment In Somebody Else’s Blog 

  
The Internet revolution has given the digital scientists new 

tools to create their content and distribute it and to interact with 
other scientists. 

http://www.nextscientist.com/7-habits-highly-
visible-phd-students/ 
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7 Habits Of Highly Visible PhD Students 
Habit 1: Upload Slides To Slideshare 

 Our worked so hard on those slides. All data 
were correct, no typos, figures were 
distributed harmonically. You even 
acknowledged that co-author that didn’t have 
the courtesy to read his co-authored 
manuscript! 

 Don’t you think it is a pity to just use them for 
15 minutes in that presentation in that sesion 
of that conference where no presentation had 
anything to do with your research? 

   

   

 It is time to reuse those old slides and put 
them to a better service. We are going to 
make them available for everyone via 
Slideshare. 

 How many times have you thought: “Oh my, I 
don’t understand this paper, I wish I could 
attend a presentation of this guy.” Guess 
what? Many people think the same of your 
paper. so do them and yourself a favor and 
make your slides available via the Internet. 

You will not only grow your academic footprint, but you will 
also help others. 
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7 Habits Of Highly Visible PhD Students 
Habit 2: Tweet One Of Your Publications 

 There are many ways of using Twitter to grow 
your academic footprint. The most 
straightforward way is of course to tweet 
about your work. 

 Do you have a new publication? Tweet the 
tittle or a description together with a link to 
the paper on the website of the journal. 

 Do you have some old publications? It’s time 
they see the sunlight again, so tweet about old 
papers too. 

  

 Extra tip 1: link to the website of the journal 
and not to a pdf in your website, so the 
counter of viewers and pdf downloads 
increases, which gives more reputation to your 
work. 

 Extra tip 2: don’t only tweet about your papers 
or only when you have a publication, it makes 
you look like a sad scientist or a douchebag. 

 Extra tip 3: Use a hashtag, so people can 
search for it, indicating the topic of your 
papers (like #genomics or #stringtheory) 
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7 Habits Of Highly Visible PhD Students 
Habit 3: Create A Blog And Write A “My Research” Page 

 Here at Next Scientist we are great fans of 
science blogs as vehicles to grow your 
academic footprint. In a blog you can share 
your ideas and see the latest post on top of 
the timeline. But next to this, you can have 
static pages. 

 You can create a page (a static page, not a 
post) with your Research. You can put a link on 
the header of the blog so everybody can see it. 
In it you can create subpages with your current 
projects and also with a list of publications. 
Like you see in some lab websites. 

 . 

 In this place you can also collect all the output 
you have been sharing in the Interwebs, like 
presentations and posters. You can upload pdf 
files of those that you have already presented 
at conferences, so you boss doesn’t get mad 
for showing non-published content. 

 It’s a great way to let people discover the 
details of your research and who knows, 
maybe start a collaboration because they 
found your last project useful for their work 
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7 Habits Of Highly Visible PhD Students 
Habit 4: Write A Blog Post Describing One Of Your Publications 

 Now that you have a blog in place, it’s time to squeeze 
the juice out of it. 

 While tweets disappear soon from the spotlight, the 
half-life of a blog post is much larger. And while a 
tweet is limited to 140 characters, in a blog post you 
don’t have a limit to the size of the text. 

 You always start writing in your own style, but if you 
run out of creativity, try these two types of posts: 

 Describe a publication in simple words: forget the 
correctness and academic language, present your 
paper as if you were talking and describing it to 
somebody. Focus on the main ideas, innovation, 
surprising results, conclusions, or real world 
applications. 

 Show the hidden side of you publication: are there 
images you didn’t include in the paper? (You can also 
try FigShare) Did you find some cases where your work 
flops? Do you have some extra tips for those that want 
to extend your work? 
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http://figshare.com/


7 Habits Of Highly Visible PhD Students 
Habit 5: Answer A Question In ResearchGate  

 We all know that the smartest guy in a bar is the 
one that answers all the questions. The reality is 
that most of the times he is not being asked to 
give an answer. 

 In ResearchGate, a social network for scientists, 
other peers ask questions on specific fields of 
research. If you give a good answer or point the 
person in the right direction, you can expand 
your reputation as expert in that field. 

 A nice feature of this Q&A sites is that people go 
with their real names, so answers tend to be of 
high quality. No bullshiting or bullying allowed. 
The result is that great discussions originate in 
such forums. 
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7 Habits Of Highly Visible PhD Students 
Habit 6: Write A Comment In A LinkedIn Group 

 LinkedIn has a hidden gem. It is not that you can 
have an online CV, which is cool. It is not that you 
can export your CV as pdf, or that you can find 
science events, not at all. 

 LinkedIn Groups is the best place to find people 
interested in a very specific topic. Do you like 
Cloud computing or Soft computing groups? 
There’s a group for that. Alternative careers for 
PhD students? Also a group. Do you like Next 
Scientist? There is also a Next Scientist group in 
LinkedIn. 

 You can have a look at the different 
conversations in the group and decide to 
contribute with a comment. Remember, be 
helpful and avoid criticisms and confrontation. 

  

 Once you feel more comfortable you can initiate 
your own conversations, for instance by … ta 
daaaa … sharing your new publication or one of 
your blog posts. You might get new readers for 
your papers or visitors to your blog. And, some 
feedback. 

 An extra advantage is that group members can 
see your LinkedIn profile and make sure you are 
the real deal. 
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http://www.linkedin.com/groups?about=&gid=4332638&trk=anet_ug_grppro
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?about=&gid=4332638&trk=anet_ug_grppro


7 Habits Of Highly Visible PhD Students 
Habit 7: Write A Comment In Somebody Else’s Blog 

 Remember the 2 basic ideas to grow your 
academic footprint: reuse and promote your 
content, and be helpful. Keeping those in mind 
you can begin your comment with some praise 
like “Hey man, great post, very interesting”. 

  

 Next you can be helpful by contributing to the 
discussion with “A different way of doing A is 
using B, which can help you circumvent issue 
bla bla”. Last you can connect the blog post 
with some of your previous work (or 
somebody else’s) by saying “We had a look at 
a similar problem and we found out that … You 
can see a published paper on that here (link)”. 

  

  

  

  

  

 By the way, remember to sign the comment 
with your real name. 
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**Slides are adapted from  several  presentations on the internet 
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