Technical Writing – “IMRD” topic


IMRD
Introduction, Methodology, Results, Discussion
IMRD stands for Introduction, Methodology, Result, and Discussion, it is sometimes written IMRaD, but it is rarely used. This type of report is very popular and effective for researchers, it is either used in academic or business environment. 
You may need to write IMRD to put in a very specific way what you are doing, how you are doing it, the results that came out of developing your target (e.g. prototype of system or product, manual of a product, etc) and finally a discussion about the whole research done and the results achieved.
IMRD is a very useful format to present and interpret information in a clear, logical and focused way. It is composed of 4 main parts: Introduction, Method/Methodology, Results, and Discussion. These parts will be introduced in more details.
1. Introduction

In the introduction, we try to write the main idea of what we are doing and its purpose, then we need to decide the scope of the work to be more specific.

2. Methodology
Sometimes, it is also called method. In this part, you will need to describe and state clearly what is the process you are going to follow to reach your specified scope and goal as stated in the introduction earlier. This part could be stated into steps as procedure you are going to follow (this could be useful if you have many details that you want to deliver to your reader) or it could be described in a paragraph or two.

This part is very handy and helpful when you are doing a long-term project. In enables you to check if you missed something or you are working in the correct direction, did you finished all what you have stated or there is still something missing, is it easier to follow this part or you will need to change your methodology to reach your goals. All these thoughts and questions can be easily answered or figured when you have a clear written and stated methodology.
3. Results
This part is describing in full details what you have discovered throughout the project. This could include a survey of what you were searching for during the project; a survey is helpful in:

· Fully understanding a system, a technique, theory.

· Getting the different point of views for important point in your stated scope.
4. Discussion
It explains the conclusions that you are able to make as a result of the research done. This should also explain the results and why are they in that format, are the results achieved good, bad or neutral.
Example:

Introduction 

My goal for this project was to investigate a website and evaluate its effectiveness in regards to some of the basic requirements for good technical writing. I went to the website for the Federal Housing Administration. I wanted to see how well it:

1) uses the top-down method

2) uses clear headings

3) groups related information into chunks

4) uses visual aids

5) establishes consistent visual logic

6) uses plain and objective language
I also wanted to see how well it enables me, a site visitor, to take action, which is the ultimate judge of any piece of technical writing. I am about to make an offer on a house and financing will be through the FHA. I am unclear as to how the inspection part of the process works. The action that I will be trying to take while at this website will be to find information regarding inspections and be able to understand this information without too much trouble.

Methodology 

In order to accomplish this analysis, I navigated to the Housing and Urban Development website and tried to find the relevant information on home inspections. As I was doing this I took note of how effectively the website adhered to the above listed requirements. I also checked hyperlinks as well as the overall pleasing nature of the site.

Results 

After spending an hour or so navigating around the website, I made the following observations:

· The website was very simply arranged on the home page, www.hud.gov, as well as the other pages.

· It was easy to see all of the different directories and related agencies. HUD is a large government agency with many different divisions, so the website contains a great deal of information. This information seemed relatively easy to find for the most part.

· The “index/search” area was easy to see on the very first page, and upon navigating to it, it was easy to scroll through the detailed list. However, each time I tried to do a search, my web browser would shut down. This seemed to be a problem with this website only.

· Information was effectively arranged in chunks and the headings were very simple and clear.

· There were not many visual aids, but the type of information on this site is mostly textual in nature.

· Considering that the audience for this website includes everyone from the college educated to people with only a sixth-grade education, the language was very easy to understand while still being informative and thorough.

· Finding the specific information I was looking for regarding home inspections took a while –- it wasn’t very clear where this information was located – but once I looked in the index I found the heading, which took me directly to the exact information I needed.
Discussion 

Compared to other websites that are full of ads and confusing, flashy graphics, this website was uncluttered and nicely organized. For first-time buyers, buying a home is very confusing, with dozens of different loan programs, policies, agencies, etc. to keep track of. This website made it relatively easy to sort through this information. I was still confused a little, but overall I found that it met the basic requirements for effectiveness as listed above. I also was able to take the action that I needed to.
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