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The Art of Moving Statues in the Islamic Illustrated
Manuscripts

(1) Arabic Manuscripts

Dr. Reham Said Alsayed Ismail
Abstract:

Over vyears, scientists had presented to a vast degree
researches that focused on the Arabic painting school. Despite
that, small scale of the studies was released about the industrial
drawing arts for Automata in the Arabic manuscripts. It was
divided to a toy-like form, which was used for entertainment. It is
worthwhile to mention that the moving statues existed in old
civilizations.

The essay | present to you today tries to fill the gap about the
industrial drawing arts in the Arabic school painting between Al-
Jazeri’s traditions and the Arabic translation manuscripts for
Greek scientists in Mechanics like Philon, Heron, Archmedes
and Apilons the geometrical and the carpenter.

This study demonstrates 44 miniatures illustrated the Arabic
Mechanics manuscripts from 9" ;13" 14™ 15" 16" ¥ +* centuries,
from Syria, Egypt, Iraq and India; included a new collection of
manuscript images.

As an outcome of the procedure, | suggest here, we will be
able to explain the characteristics of the strict traditions set by
Al-Jazri for the painted instrument which distinguish realism and
the use of Painting in education, besides reducing the intensity of
industrial drawing by entered parts of living organisms in various
instrument. This did not prevent Al-Jazri from drawing the
vertical sector of the organs of half and full, and even more that

‘Lecturer in the Islamic Department- Faculty of Archaeology- Cairo University
trenasaid@gmail.com
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the emergence of creativity in the use of the idea to carry
different uses of the devices.

Briefly, my paper will contribute to a future research on
similar topics.

Key Words:

Statues - tricks - miniatures - machines - manuscripts — toys
(puppets) - watches - measurement
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