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Abstract:

The translation and embellishment of ancient Indian literary works is one component of the
magnificent artistic mosaic of Islamic monuments remaining in the Indian peninsula.

This research is concerned with studying the artistic methods used in decorating the panels of
one of the copies of the Chandayana manuscript, which is considered one of the oldest Sufi
manuscripts translated into the Persian language. This copy belongs to the Lodi Dynasty (855-
930 AH/1450-1526 AD) in the Delhi and Agra region.
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It is worth noting that the paintings of the studied copy of the Chandayana Illustrated Manuscript
have not yet received a focused study, clarifying the artistic methods used in its implementation.
The study sheds light on the interest in the Sufi literary heritage depicted by the Muslim sultans
in India. The artistic style used in decorating this copy is linked to copies of other forged
manuscripts that together form a close and cohesive artistic style. Which makes this study a good
model for studying the local Indian style of painting during the Lodi dynasty. Through the details
of creativity in the manuscript’s paintings, the artistic methods spread in non-royal painting
workshops in northern India are revealed.The manuscript presents text and image together, in an
interesting theatrical performance from the Middle Ages in northern India, and illustrates literary
works depicted in a Sufi framework.The research assumes that the manuscript depictions appear
in an artistic style that includes the integration of artistic elements drawn from the strong local
influence of Indian mythology;The artistic methods were inspired by Persian painting and
produced a completely new style, which has its own style and artistic characteristics that can be
classified under the name of Indo-Islamic painting, which is concerned with studying the art of
Indian painting as a unique unit far from the classical models in Persia.

key words: Chandayana, Sanskrit, Persian, Sultans, artistic style, heritage, Buddhist, Jain,
Sufism, India, illustration, Pala, Hindustan, Firuz Tughlag, Mullah Dawood, Sikandar Lodi,
Hindu-Islamic, Delhi.
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