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Issues of communal and public concern have always shaped literary responses, yet some literary texts have higher-pitched political undertones than others. This course investigates the relationship between modern poetry and political commitment, by examining critical writings and poetic texts related to this idea. ‘Political’ is loosely defined as collectively concerned with issues of public concern, and involved in some sort of opposition with a dominant power. 
The course is divided into two parts:

Part I (Dr. Randa Aboubakr)
This part comprises:
· An overview of the rise of Modern English poetry, with particular emphasis on the shift from Victorianism into Modernity,
· Readings of some theoretical formulations about the relationship between poetry and political commitment,
· Readings of poetry of First and Second World Wars, as well as of the inter-war period, and poetry of prison and exile from sub-Saharan Anglophone Africa. 
(There will be a compiled reader for this part of the course)

Part II (Dr. Shereen AboulNaga)
This part comprises:
1) Poetry and postcoloniality: terms, contexts and perspectives; English in Britain: assimilation and resistance; and, local themes, global applications.
2) The Indian subcontinent: from imitation to postmodernism.
3) The Caribbean: hybridity, place, gender and orality.
4) Black Africa: from colony to nation, cultural nationalism, hybridity and modernism. 
(All readings are taken from Rajeev S.Patke, Postcolonial Poetry in English. Oxford UP, 2006) 

Course Work:
Students are required to
· attend regularly
· actively participate in class discussions
· submit two written assignments
· give one group presentations
Students are allowed only three weeks after the start of the semester to transfer from one topic to another. After the end of the third week, transfer is not possible.

