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This research represents an analytical study of the theory of the Attic
style in Dionysius of Halicarnassus, which flourished approximately in
30 B.C., through his essay “On arrangement of words”. The essay had a
great impact on explaining and understanding the style of prose followed
by Greek, emphasizing the proficiency of the author in stylistics and
revealing many vague aspects in the field of language music, which
Greek poetry and prose depended upon. The study consists of three
chapters, an introduction and a conclusion.

~ In the Introduction, the researcher presents a brief idea about the
concept of Attic and Asian style, mentioning illustrations of both
directions, and their distinguishing features.

The first chapter discusses the conflict between the Attic and Asian
style, which is directly reflected in the rhetoric methods of Greeks and
Romans, especially in the works of Cicero (106-43 B.C.), Caecilius of
Calacte (The first century B.C.), and Dionysius of Halicarnassus. The
conflict between the two styles reached its peak in the second century
A.D., with the existence of the second Sophistic Movement, as they both
share the aspects of classicism.

The second chapter reviews critically what was mentioned in the
essay, in addition to the classical resources.It is a fact that Dionysius of
Halicarnassus was aware of writings of the former writers which he
discussed. Subsequently, the chapter discusses the nature of the
arrangement and its significance in addition to the use of metathesis.
Moreover, the chapter includes a reference to the writers opinions in his
usage.




The third chapter deals with technical methods used by Dionysius in
theorizing the components of writing in a good literary style that aims at
achieving charm and beauty, i.e. the melody, the rhythm, the variation,
and the propriety. Afterwards, the study discusses various types of
arrangement, i.e. the austere, the polished, and the well-blended,
explaining the features and examples of those types. It is noted that
Dionysius prefers the last type which is represented by Demosthenes
(384-322 B.C.) as it 1s considered a good Attic style he recommends to be
followed. Finally, the chapter offers a review of his theory that tackles the
ability of prose measuring, and subsequently the possible similarity
between poetry and prose and vice versa, an approach that demonstrates
interesting aspects of language theory and music.

Finally, the conclusion contains the results that the study reached to, then
a list of sources and references of this thesis.




