PSC 200: Theory of Comparative Politics
Lecturer: Amany El-Hedeny- Fall 2007 

Time and Location: 10:30 am -1:30 pm – Room No. 
Contact Hours: 9:00-10:30
Email: amaymasod@feps.edu.eg
The term political system indicates the specified political organization of the state. It has components, which interact with one another in a system of organized practices. Thereby, political decisions are made and political actions are taken. Political systems may be organized in a variety of ways, and how political power is distributed in the system will affect the nature of political decisions and how they are arrived at. 
Objective:

 This course is an introduction to the study of comparative politics. It focuses theoretically on how citizens may be able to control public policies in different modern political systems through examining the making of way public policies and political processes in different theoretical models to understand the deeds of governments.
The course introduces students as well to fundamental concepts used by political scientists to study the processes and outcomes of politics in various country settings. The goal of this course is to provide students with a systematic way of interpreting world politics. By the end of the course, students are expected to have knowledge about how political systems function to the degree that they would be able to make reasonable judgments.

The course aims at the following:

1- Explaining the rich diversity of political life and show available institutional alternatives, to explain differences in processes and policy outcomes.

2- Comparison among political systems would assist both in identifying problems and in analyzing policymaking processes. Careful comparisons produce useful knowledge about the policies countries have effectively initiated to address certain problems.
3- Comparing political institutions and practices of both rich and poor countries helps in understanding the impact of economic conditions on societies and individuals.
Comparative politics is little more than the attempt to identify similarities and differences among diverse states, cultures, and political systems. 
We begin by briefly applying some of these ideas within a theoretical framework. We then turn explicitly to the politics of contemporary Russia, France and Germany. We would compare these systems with the political system of Egypt and, occasionally, with other democracies. 

Organization: The course meets every Tuesday. The syllabus indicates the main themes of each lecture each week and the required readings. It will be easier to follow the lectures, if you do the assigned reading in advance. A midterm exam on January 15/ 2008 covers lectures and required readings. In the period after the midterm we shall turn to political recruitment and political structure. There is an optional quiz after the fourth lecture. The final exam is comprehensive, it is scheduled Tuesday January 15/ 2008 at 10:00 am.
Grades. Grades are based on midterm exam (20%), one quiz (10 %), participation (10%,), a research paper (about ten pages in length, applying the concept of citizen control/influence on policymaking in democracies to   any country (20%). Due date for submitting research paper is the last day of classes. 40% are allocated to final exam. Skipping the quiz increases the midterm and final weight by 5% each.
Attendance in both lectures and discussion sections is required to pass this course. Submitting assignments on time is another requirement.
Assigned and suggested Readings: The assigned readings are important part of the course and will be discussed in the contact hour's conversations. 

Assigned Book:
Gabriel A. Almond, G. Bingham Powell, Jr., Kaare Strom, Russell J. Dalton, Comparative Politics Today.  
Suggested References:

- Gabriel Almond, Benjamin Powel, Robert Murdt, Comparative Politics: A Theoretical Framework.

- Ian Budge, et al., The New British Politics on Britain.

- O'Leary and McGarry, The Politics of Antagonism 
- McKittrick and McVae, Making Sense of the Troubles, on Northern Ireland;
 - David Conradt, The German Polity; Thomas Remington, Politics in Russia
In addition, students are advised to review journals and newspapers such as Alsyiassa Aldawleeia, Al-Ahram Weekly and independent newspapers. 
PSC 200 - SYLLABUS
Weekly Themes and Assigned Readings
Any change to the schedule below will be announced in class and confirmed in writing
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