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Course Description
 Nowadays it seems that the world order is going to be organized and understood in terms of something that we - as political scholars - had to underline before 1990s and that was introducing the concept of civilization. One of the aims of this course is how to explain the world order through socio-cultural dynamics and how to explain the history in a qualitative sense.
Civilization itself is not a new idea but the new idea is how the civilization is introduced and impacted on relations between states and regions on one hand and within regions and cross regions on the other . 
In other words, Civilization may be a new guideline for impacting alliance and politics in the international arena nowadays. 
The course will be divided into three parts. It starts with a bird's eye view on concepts and approaches to civilization studies. This part also situates in terms the politics of culture and the paradigms shifts.
The second part will deal with a semi-survey of respective histories, shedding light on origin, evolution of each stage of human history by focusing on, in historical view, the rise and fall of European civilization, the rise of Muslim world and the creation of the Middle East. This section provides the historical canvas for the third part which will be designed to bring one of the contemporary issues or (paradoxes) into focus and explains it through the historical reflection through one main theme that is the image of "other" in both Western and Arabian minds.

Course outline:
Part (1)

First Week: 14th Feb
Introduction & Orientation
Second week: 21st Feb
Theoretical Framework:

Concept of civilization

Concept of history

Approaches and perspectives
Third week: 2nd March 
Can European and Arab histories be studied in isolation?
The Making of Europe and the Rise of Muslim World

Fourth week: 9th March 
European and Arabs civilization: Dialectics of historical encounter

The Crusades

Andalusia

Constantinople
Suggested readings for this part:

Part (2)
Fifth Week: 16th March 
 The Dynamics of Middle East Politics: Analytical Concerns 
 

Sixth week: 23 March 
Colonialism & the Modern Middle East
 

Seventh week:3rd  April 
Political Islam - Revivalism, Reform, & Confrontation
 

 Eighth week 10th  April 
Mid Term Exam- Quiz  
Part (3)
Guest Lecturer 
Topics will be selected from themes suggested in the lectures and presented in individual or group papers as the class is turned into a seminar: Apart from playing the moderator, the instructor's role here will be to provide for general orientation, structuring the individual presentations and guided discussions.

Therefore, you will select ONLY ONE of the following three options:

1-Image of "other" in literature: (reviewing one of recommended readings in this part and evaluates it through "two scientific resources".
2-Reviwing one of the recent approaches of studying civilization which is (city) as an approach. Jerusalem as a one city and three faiths may be your case in this paper.
3- Through using the visual tool, reviewing a film and clarify its significance in exploring the image of other, the participants in this course will clarify another approach to study the human history and the East-West relation.
Ninth week 17th  April

Image of Arabs in Western Mentality

Why do they hate us?

 Tenth Week 21st  April
Student presentation –Discussion groups

 The European perspective on the world:
 Self and Other
Eleventh and twelve weeks 28th  April & 5th  May
The Arab perspectives on World:

 Self and Other: Discussion groups
Suggested Readings for your papers:

1-Toynbee, Dynamic of civilization

2-Trial, Islam and the West

Final Week 10 May
Revision and course Evaluation

