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Date of Birth: 5/10/1967 
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Employment 

 Associate Professor, Urban Design Department, Faculty of Urban and 

Regional Planning, Cairo University 

 

Education 

 

BSc Architecture Department, Faculty of Engineering, Cairo University, (1989), 

Graduation project: “African Nations Organization on the Suez Canal Coast, 

Ismailia city,” (In order of merits, ranked second in the Graduation Project 

and third in overall grading). 

MSc Preparatory Studies, Urban Design Department, Faculty of Urban and 

Regional Planning, Cairo University (1990 - 92), (Ranked first).  

MSc Land-Use Planning Program, College of Arts & Science, University of 

Nevada, Reno, USA (1993 - 1995), (4.0 out of 4.0). Thesis entitled: " 

Human Settlements and Sustainable Development: A Model of 

Environmentally Adaptive Site Selection and Urban Form Design Principles 

towards Establishing Sustainable Desert Settlements". 

PhD Department of City and Regional Planning, Cardiff University in Wales, UK 

(1999-2003). Thesis entitled: " Transfer of Ideas Through Planning 

Education in Egypt, The Case of The Spatial Form of Low-income Housing". 

 

Honors and Awards 

  

1. Best Research Award, the Sixteen National Conference of the Centre for Developing 

Higher Education – Ain Shams University 2009. 

2. IHDP/START Sponsorship to attend 2002 IHDP/START Workshop on the Human 

Dimensions of Global Environmental Change (Bonn, 3 - 14 June, 2002). Selected from 

among over 160 applicants from all over the world.  

3. Membership in the Scoping Committee of the IHDP. 

4. Chevening Scholarship (9/99 – 9/00) from the British Council, Egypt. 

5. "1994 Outstanding Planning Accomplishment, Student Achievement," Nevada 

American Planning Association Chapter. 

6. Peace Fellowship (9/93 - 9/95) from the Egyptian Ministry of Higher Education, through 

funds provided by the U.S. Agency for International Development. 

7. "Cairo University Outstanding Student Award" for academic excellence in the 

academic year (1988 -89) 



 

  

 

8. "Cairo Univ., Faculty of Engineering Award" for academic excellence in the academic 

year (1986-87) 

9. Student Exchange Trip to Czechoslovakia in summer, 1988 for academic excellence in 

the academic year (1986 - 87) 

10. "Cairo Univ., Faculty of Engineering Award" for academic excellence in the academic 

year (1984-85) 

 

 

Work Experience 

 

Academic Experience 

o Associate Professor, Design Department, Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning, 

Cairo University, Courses taught: Urban Upgrading, Urban Design, and Architecture. 

o Editorial Secretary of Journal of Urban Research, Faculty of Regional and Urban Planning, 

Cairo University (2010-2014). 

o Membership in the Urban Planning Systems of Desert and Coastal Environments, Council 

of Engineering Sciences, Scientific Research Academy. 

o Lecturer, Urban Design Department, Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning, Cairo 

University, Courses taught: Urban Upgrading, Urban Design, and Architecture. 

o Lecturer, the High Institute for Architectural and Civil Engineering, 15th of May City (2006-

2007), Courses taught: Urban Upgrading. 

o Researcher, “Teaching of Equal Opportunities in Degree Programmes in the Built 

Environment”, a study conducted by Mr. Huw Thomas of the Department of City and 

Regional Planning, Cardiff University in Wales, job included data entry and analysis using 

SPSS11 (12/02-1/03). 

o Researcher, “Aging Well: A European Study of Adult Well-Being”, Centre for Social Policy 

Research and Development, University of Wales, Bangor, job included conducting structured 

interviews (10-12/2002). 

o Seminars Tutor, module: Town and Country Planning in Britain, MSc in City and Regional 

Planning, Department of City and Regional Planning, Cardiff University in Wales (11-

12/2002). 

o Seminars Tutor, module: Human Geography, BSc in Geography and Planning, Department 

of City and Regional Planning, Cardiff University in Wales (11-12/2001). 

o Library Assistant, Information Services Division, Cardiff University in Wales (10/2000-

3/2003) (part time job). 

o Teaching Assistant, Urban Design Department, Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning, 

Cairo University, Egypt, (9/95 – 9/99), Courses taught: Urban Upgrading, Architecture, and 

Graphic Techniques. 

o Instructor, Urban Design Department, Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning, Cairo 

University, Egypt, (12/89 - 9/93), Courses taught: Housing, Urban Design, Architecture and 

Graphic Techniques. 

 

Practical Experience 

o General Director of "Planning and Architecture Office (PAO)," (6/03-at present). 

o Consultant to the ex-Minister of Housing, Egypt (2012-2013).  



 

  

 

o Urban Planning and Design Consultant, for the Centre of Research and Urban 

Studies, Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning, Cairo University, Egypt (2003 – at 

present). 

o Urban Planning and Design Consultant, for the Ministry of Justice, Egypt (2010 – at 

present). 

o Urban Planning and Design Consultant, for  the Madinah, and Holy Makkah 

Municipalities through "Office of Ahmad Farid Mostafa, Consultancies on Architecture, 

Planning and Engineering," Saudi Arabia (2004 – at present). 

o Urban Planning Consultant, for "The General Organisation of Physical Planning" 

Ministry of Housing, Utilities and Urban Communities. (2004 – at present). 

o Participatory Planning Consultant, Ministry of Culture, The National Organisation for 

Urban Harmony (NOUH) (4/2005 – 8/2006). 

 

Memberships 

1. The Scoping Committee of the International Human Dimensions Programme on 

Global Environmental Change (IHDP). 

2. American Planning Association (APA). 

3. Egyptian Engineers' Syndicate. 

4. Cairo University Staff Club. 

 

Conferences & Seminars 

  

 "Towards a National Vision of Maximizing the Wealth and Egyptian Metal 

Industries", 31 January 2013. 

 The Open Meeting of Egyptian Forum for Sustainable Development, to trigger the 

National Report of Sustainable Development in Egypt, Cairo House – 27 January 2013, 

the Arabic Office for Youth and the Environment. 

 The Conference of the National Vision of the Council of Engineering Sciences, 

Scientific Research Academy, held in the National Centre for Housing and Building 

Research 26-28 June 2011.  

 "The Scientific National Dialogue Conference, entitled: the Spread of Sustainable 

Urban Development and Population Distribution in Egypt", the National Centre for 

Housing and Building Research, 12 June 2011.    

 The Seventeenth National Annual Conference (the Ninth Arabic Conference) of the 

Center for Higher Education Development, entitled "Arabs Proximity in Higher and Pre-

University Education Programs", November 10-12, 2010, League of Arab States, Cairo, 

Egypt. 

 SAUD 2010: the Seventh International Conference of the Center for the Study of 

Architecture in the Arab Region (CSAAR), July 12-14, 2010, Amman, Jordan. 

 The Sixteenth National Annual Conference (the Eighth Arabic Conference) of the 

Center for Higher Education Development, entitled "Arabic Higher Education and its Role 

in the Development of Pre-University Education", November 15-16 , 2009. 

 International Conference on Developing the New Urban Communities, Policies and 

Priorities, Bibliotheca Alexandrina- Egypt, March 28-31, 2009.  

 Modernism versus Islamic Architecture, Modern University, February 24-25, 2009. 

 The Fourth International Conference for Applied Research, Informal Housing Session, 

International Cairo Center for Conferences, Nasr City, Egypt, December 16-18, 2009. 

http://www.housing-utility.gov.eg/english/conferance111.asp
http://www.housing-utility.gov.eg/english/conferance111.asp


 

  

 

 International Symposium on Exchanging Global and Egyptian Experiences in Dealing 

with Informal Areas within the Wider Urban Management Context, German Technical 

Cooperation (GTZ), October 2008. 

 The Second Seminar, Cairo: to Where?, Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning, Cairo 

University, Mai 14th, 2008. 

 The First Seminar, Development and Urban Planning, the Outcome of the Egyptian 

Experience and Future Horizons, Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning, Cairo 

University, April 4th, 2007.  

 The 2005 Second Conference, Architecture in the Age of Globalization, Department of 

Architecture, Cairo University, Cairo 24-26 February 2005. 

 The 2004 First Conference, Sustainable Architectural and Urban Development, 

Department of Architecture, Cairo University, Cairo 24-26 February 2004. 

 The 2003 Open Meeting, Human Dimensions of Global Environmental Change, Montreal, 

Canada, 16-18 October 2003. 

 “Preparing to Teach” Workshop, Cardiff University in Wales, 16/10/2002.  

 Street Life - UDAL Annual Conference, the Royal Town Planning Institute, 19/9/2002, 

Cardiff. 

 The Urban Design Week Event, a special session relating to Cardiff’s bid for European 

Capital of Culture in 2008, 18/9/2002, Cardiff. 

 IHDP Scoping Committee Meeting on Urbanization, Bonn, December 7-9, 2002. 

 2002 IHDP/START Workshop on the Human Dimensions of Global Environmental 

Change (Bonn, 3 - 14 June, 2002).  

 Sustainable Cities: Sustainable Development, The Urban Agenda in Developing 

Countries. The 17th Inter-Schools Conference, April 2000, Oxford, UK. 

 Department of City and Regional Planning, PhD Seminar Series for the years 1999, 

2000 and 2001 (PhD work was presented in each). 

 Planning, Space and Sustainability, an ESRC Seminar Series-Seminar 3, 3 December 

1999, Department of City and Regional Planning, Cardiff University. 

 Planning, Space and Sustainability, an ESRC Seminar Series-Seminar 2, 13 October 

1999, Department of City and Regional Planning, Cardiff University. 

 Planning Education in the 21st century: Past Experiences and Future Responses, Cairo, 

April 26-28, 1999. 

 Sixth International Conference of the International Association for the Study of 

Traditional Environments (IASTE), December 1998 Cairo, Egypt, “Manufacturing 

Heritage and Consuming Tradition- Development, Preservation and Tourism in the age of 

Globalization. 

 Planning with Design, APA Nevada 1994 Annual Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada. 

 1994 Planning & Zoning Institute, Charlotte, North Carolina. 

 Shelter and Urbanization in Arabic Countries, 1992, Cairo, Egypt. 

 

Papers & Articles 

 

 "Informal Areas' Developing Programs and the Announced State's Strategy 

in Egypt: Consistent or Contradicting?", submitted for publication to the 

Journal of Urban Research, Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning, Cairo 

University, 2015, (coauthor with Hebatollah Assem El Fouly). 



 

  

 

 “Industrial Ecology for Egypt: A Conceptual Framework of the Planning 

Process”, Journal of Urban Research (Number 9), Faculty of Urban and 

Regional Planning, Cairo University, 2011. 

 "Urban Heat Island and Cities Design: a Conceptual Framework of 

Mitigation Tools in Hot Arid Regions", Journal of Urban Research (Number 8), 

Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning, Cairo University, 2011. 

 "Constructing a Conceptual Framework towards Understanding the 

Formulation Process of Informal Settlements Programs in Egypt", Journal 

of Urban Research (Number 8), Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning, Cairo 

University, 2011, (coauthor with Hebatollah Assem El Fouly). 

 ''Ranking Planning Journals, the Process and the Product: a Perspective 

from Egypt'', the Seventeenth National Annual Conference (the Ninth Arabic 

Conference) of the Center for Higher Education Development, entitled "Arabs 

Proximity in Higher and Pre-University Education Programs", November 10-12, 

2010, League of Arab States, Cairo, Egypt, (coauthor with Prof. Dr. 

AbdulMohsen Barrada). 

 "Ranking Planning Journals for Academic Promotion in Egypt: The 

Process and the Initial Product" (Earlier version), the Sixteenth National 

Annual Conference (the Eighth Arabic Conference) of the Center for Higher 

Education Development, entitled "Arabic Higher Education and its Role in the 

Development of Pre-University Education", November 15-16 , 2009, pp. 3-26 

(the paper received the Best Paper award). 

 "Traditional Urban Process of the Middle East: Lessons in Sustainability", 

Published in Lehmann S, AlWaer H, and Al-Qawasmi J (eds.) (2010) Sustainable 

Architecture & Urban Development, Volume III, pp.191-208. SAUD 2010: the 

Seventh International Conference of the Center for the Study of Architecture in 

the Arab Region (CSAAR), July 12-14, 2010, Amman, Jordan; and in Modernism 

versus Islamic Architecture, Modern University, February 24-25, 2009. 

 "The Flow of Knowledge in the Age of Globalization: the Case of Low-

income Housing in Egypt", The 2005 Second Conference, Architecture in the 

Age of Globalization, Department of Architecture, Cairo University, Cairo 24-26 

February 2005. 

 "Compact Urban Form: A sustainable Urban Form in Desert 

Environments", The 2004 First Conference, Sustainable Architectural and 

Urban Development, Department of Architecture, Cairo University, Cairo 24-26 

February 2004. 

 'Politics and Discourse: the Making of Low-income Housing in Egypt', the 

Open Meeting for the International Human Dimensions Programmed for Global 

Environmental Change, 10/03, Montréal, Canada.  

 „Unsustainable Desert Settlements in Egypt, Product, Process and 

Avenues for Future Research „the IHDP Update, Newsletter of the 

International Human Dimensions Programmed on Global Environmental Change, 

No.3, 2002. 

 'Compact Urban Form: A Sustainable Urban Form in a Desert 

Environment?' Sustainable Cities: Sustainable Development, The Urban 

Agenda in Developing Countries. Proceedings of the 17th Inter-Schools 

Conference, 2000, Oxford, UK. 



 

  

 

 'Urban Heat Island and Cities Design,' Planning with Design, APA Nevada 

1994 Annual Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada, USA. Received the "1994 

Outstanding Planning Accomplishment, Student Achievement," Nevada 

American Planning Association Chapter. 

 'Desert Climate and Settlements Urban Form,' Planning with Design, APA 

Nevada 1994 Annual Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada, USA. Received the 

"1994 Outstanding Planning Accomplishment, Student Achievement," Nevada 

American Planning Association Chapter. 

 

Computer Skills 

SPSS11, Microsoft Word, Excel, Power Point, ACAD, Photoshop and Internet surfing. 

 

Teaching Interests 

Urban Design, Urban Upgrading, Housing, and Architecture.  

 

 

REFERENCES 

 

Prof. Huw Thomas Department of City and Regional Planning, Cardiff University in 

Wales, Glamorgan Building, King Edward VII Avenue,  

Cardiff CF10 3WA, Wales, UK 

Tel: +44(0)29 20874022 

Fax: +44(0)29 2087 4845 

Email: thomash1@cardiff.ac.uk 

 

Prof. Scott Mensing,  Urban Planning Program, Department of Geography,  

College of Arts and Science, University of Nevada, Reno,  

Nevada 89557-0048, USA  

Tel: +1 (702) 784-6995 

     Fax: +1 (702) 784-1058  

Email: smensing@unr.edu 


